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16. Cancer of the pancreas

Cancer of the pancreas has a very negative prog-
nosis and is difficult to detect, but its overall impact
on general mortality is limited. It accounts for only
1 % of female and male deaths and mostly occurs
after 65 years.

However, the maps portraying the incidence of this
tumour show major contrasts in the EU. There is a
broad range of regional rates, varying at a maximum
ratio of 1 to 5 for men and 1 to 7 for women.

The overall rates for women and men are high in
Germany, northern Italy, the Netherlands, Austria
and the Scandinavian countries. The most affected
regions are in Italy and Austria for men and Sweden
for women. However, within this group of Member
States with excess mortality, some regions stand
out with below-average male deaths: Norra Mel-
lansverige, Bremen and Salzburg.

Most of the lowest rates for both men and women
are concentrated in the south of the EU: in Portugal,
Spain, southern Italy and Greece, in all of which a
few isolated regions are badly affected: Açores,
Cantabria and Sardegna. In France, the northern re-
gions, Centre and Auvergne, have high male rates,
which contrast with the more favourable situation in
the western regions. Female mortality in France
shows less marked regional contrasts.

Excess male mortality from cancer of the pancreas
is, as for the other causes of death, widespread
throughout the EU (except for the central regions
of Sweden, where more women are affected). The
ratio of excess male mortality is not very high but
varies from one Member State to another. For the
EU as a whole, the highest ratios are in the
Mediterranean countries. France is the European
country where the contrasts between male and fe-
male mortality are the most marked.



The uneven pattern of deaths from cancer of the
pancreas in Europe is difficult to interpret. Epidemio-
logical studies have shown that the risk of developing
this type of cancer is greater among smokers. How-
ever, there are no similarities between the geograph-

ical pattern of cancers associated with tobacco in the
EU and that of cancers of the pancreas. Nutritional
habits involving the consumption of high-cholesterol
foods is also thought to considerably increase the risk
of developing this type of cancer.
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