
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Price (excluding VAT) in Luxembourg: EUR 30

S t a t i s t i c a l  b o o k s

ISBN 978-92-79-05077-0

9 789279 050770

ISSN 1681-9306

Eurostat regional yearbook 2007

Eurostat regional yearbook 2007
Eurostat regional yearbook 2007 o� ers a wealth of 
information on life in the European regions in the 27 
Member States of the European Union and this year 
also in the EFTA countries. If you would like to dig 
deeper into the way the regions of Europe are evolving 
in a number of statistical domains, this publication is 
something for you! The texts are written by specialists 
in the di� erent statistical domains and accompanied 
by statistical maps, � gures and tables on each subject. 
A broad set of regional data are presented on the 
following themes: population, gross domestic product, 
household accounts, labour market, labour productivity, 
urban statistics, science, technology and innovation, 
structural business statistics, transport, tourism, 
education and agriculture. The publication is available in 
German, English and French.

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 

KS-A
F-07-001-EN

-C

Eurostat regional yearbook 2007

cover4.indd   1 27-08-2007   11:20:45



EuropEan Commission

S t a t i s t i c a l  b o o k s

Eurostat regional yearbook 2007

regions EN_print.indd   1 12-09-2007   11:00:29



Europe Direct is a service to help you find answers  
to your questions about the European Union

Freephone number (*):

00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11
(*) Certain mobile telephone operators do not allow access  
to 00 800 numbers or these calls may be billed.

more information on the European union is available on the internet (http://europa.eu).

Luxembourg: office for official publications of the European Communities, 2007

isBn 978-92-79-05077-0
issn 1681-9306
Cat. no. Ks-aF-07-001-En-n
(printed publication Ks-aF-07-001-En-C)
 
Theme: General and regional statistics
Collection: Statistical books 

© European Communities, 2007
Copyright for the photos: cover and the introduction, Household accounts, Labour productivity, urban statistics, 
Tourism and Education chapters: © the Central audiovisual Library of the European Commission; the population and 
agriculture chapters: © Jean-Jacques patricola; the Gross domestic product, Labour market, science, technology and 
innovation, structural business statistics and Transport chapters: © the Digital photo Library of the regional policy 
DG of the European Commission. 

For reproduction or use of these photos, permission must be sought directly from the copyright holder.



3Eurostat regional yearbook 2007

preface

Dear Reader,

Once again Eurostat is pleased to provide you with an over-
view of the most recent developments in the regions of the 
European Union, covering as far as possible the current 27 
Member States as well as EFTA countries. The themes se-
lected represent those that we consider to have something 
interesting to show about the various facets of economic, 
social and demographic development across Europe’s re-
gions. For the first time we have included a contribution on 
the GDP aspect, authored in cooperation with the Regional 
Policy DG, our primary client for regional data. 

This is a very significant moment in regional policy in that 
it is the first year of implementation of the new cohesion 
policy of the Union, which runs until 2013 and carries with 
it the largest ever investment the Community has made in 
regional development, some EUR 347 billion. These region-
al statistics will form part of the yardstick against which the 
development of the EU regions will be measured. You will 
also find in this publication a chapter on urban statistics, which is the result of our cooperation with 
the Regional Policy DG on the Urban Audit exercise. This is an increasingly important component of 
the regional development policy initiative.

Meanwhile, in cooperation with our ESS partners we shall continue to progressively expand the re-
gional information, both in terms of detail and coverage that we have available, to provide an increas-
ingly complete picture of the complexities of regional development across the EU.

I wish you a pleasant and interesting reading.

Hervé Carré
Director-General, Eurostat
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only regional statistics give the 
complete picture
Regional statistics are of the utmost importance 
for understanding economic and social trends in 
the European Union. The enormous Structural 
Funds budget of EUR 347 billion for 2007–13 
highlights how much importance the EU attaches 
to reducing the gaps between regions in terms of 
their economic and social development.

Should you want to dig deeper into the way the 
regions of Europe are evolving in a host of very 
different statistical domains, this is the publica-
tion for you! The texts and statistical maps offer 
a wealth of information on life in the European 
regions. In its second chapter (on gross domes-
tic product), this edition of the regional year-
book also gives for the first time an overview of 
the European Union’s cohesion policy, written 
by a specialist from the Directorate-General for 
Regional Policy, one of the main users of statis-
tics at a regional level.

This year we also see the welcome reappearance 
of statistics on tourism and on education, two 
very interesting topics we are happy to address 
again. The chapter on labour productivity, which 
appeared for the first time last year, focuses 
this year on productivity in different business  
areas. And of course, when we analyse regional 
trends in Europe, we also cover the situation in 
European cities; hence the chapter on urban sta-
tistics, this time concentrating on demographic 
trends in cities.

The nuTs classification
All statistics at regional level within the EU are 
based on the nomenclature of territorial units 
for statistics (NUTS). The NUTS classification 
has been used for many decades for regional 
statistics, and was always the base for regional 
funding policy. It was only in 2003, though, that 
NUTS acquired a legal basis, when the NUTS 
regulation was adopted by the Parliament and 
the Council (1). 

Whenever new Member States join the EU, the 
NUTS regulation is of course amended to include 
the regional classification in those countries. 
This was the case in 2004, when the EU took in 
10 new Member States. Bulgaria and Romania 
became members of the European Union on 1 
January 2007. Both countries have had statistical 
regions, similar to NUTS, since 1998. For NUTS 
purposes, though, they acquired new codes, and 
these have been valid since 1 January 2007.

The NUTS regulation provides for a review to be 
conducted every three years whereby the regional 
classification can be changed and adapted to new 
administrative boundaries or economic circum-
stances. In 2006, this exercise took place for the 
first time, but since the resultant changes to the 
NUTS classification will only be put into practice 
at the beginning of 2008, this edition still follows 
the 2003 version of NUTS. Next year’s edition 
will thus see a number of changes to the regional 
classification of countries.

With this publication you will find a folding 
map showing all the regions corresponding to 
NUTS level 2 in the 27 Member States of the EU 
(EU-27) and the EFTA countries, and in Annex 
1 you will find the full list with the codes and 
names of these regions.

Coverage
This regional yearbook contains statistics for all 
27 Member States of the European Union, in-
cluding the two new Member States, Bulgaria 
and Romania. This year coverage has been ex-
tended to take in the EFTA countries, so you will 
now also find commentaries on regional devel-
opments in Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and 
Switzerland.

Regions in the EFTA countries are called sta-
tistical regions and follow the same rules as the 
NUTS regions in the EU, except that there is no 
legal base. Data from the EFTA countries are still 
unavailable in some policy areas, but the data 
availability situation is improving, and next year 
we hope to have even better coverage. It is often 
interesting to compare regional data from the 
EFTA countries with the neighbouring Member 
States, for instance to compare Norway with 
Sweden or Switzerland with Austria. Of course 
there are many similarities between neighbour-
ing regions in different countries, but sometimes 
the disparities can be just as interesting.

Data from the three candidate countries, Croatia, 
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 
Turkey, have not been included in this year’s edi-
tion of the regional yearbook, because we still 
have too little data at regional level.

more regional information
Under the theme ‘General and regional statis-
tics’ on the Eurostat website you will find tables 
with statistics on both ‘Regions’ and the ‘Urban 
Audit’ with more detailed time series (some 
of them going back as far as 1970) and more 

(1) More information on the 
NUTS classification can 
be found on the Internet 
(http://ec.europa.
eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/
splash_regions.html).
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detailed statistics than in this yearbook. You 
will also find a number of indicators at NUTS 
level 3 (such as area, demography, gross do-
mestic product and labour market data). This 
is important because there are currently eight 
Member States (Denmark, Estonia, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta and 
Slovenia) that do not have a NUTS level 2 clas-
sification. Next year, when the amended NUTS 
classification comes into use, Denmark too will 
have NUTS level 2 regions.

For more detailed information on the contents 
of the regional and urban databases please con-
sult the Eurostat publication European regional 
and urban statistics — Reference Guide — 2007 
edition, which you can download from the 
Eurostat website.

Previously, a CD-ROM was always attached to this 
publication. This tradition has now been stopped 
as all the information that used to be on the CD-
ROM can now be found on the Eurostat website. 
This includes the specific data used for producing 
the maps in this regional yearbook, which can be 
found as Excel tables on the website.

Data extraction
The statistical data set out in the Eurostat regional 
yearbook 2007 were extracted during the first few 
months of 2007; the final closure date was 15 May 
2007, so the data represent the latest available in-
formation at that time. For the very latest statis-
tics on each subject, please consult the Eurostat 
website (http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat).
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introduction
Transport links are often considered to be one of the 
main factors in regional economic development, 
and a significant proportion of the Community’s 
regional budgets are used for investment in trans-
port infrastructure, including the transport com-
ponent of the trans-European networks.

Regional transport statistics aim to describe re-
gions in terms of a set of transport indicators, and 
also to quantify the flows of goods and passen-
gers between, within and through regions. Such 
data help both to analyse the role of transport in 
relation to a region’s economy, and to justify new 
investment in transport infrastructure. They may 
also help in measuring and ultimately reducing 
congestion effects and the environmental impact 
of transport.

The following two sections of this chapter look 
at transport infrastructure and equipment in the 
Member States of the European Union, in partic-
ular the density of roads (other than motorways) 
and the number of passenger cars. The following 
section analyses maritime passenger transport. 
The subsequent section deals with road freight 
in terms of the road journeys involved. The final 
section then examines freight transport by air.

Transport infrastructure
Eurostat’s statistical databases have data on road, 
rail and inland waterway networks at NUTS 2 
level. Road infrastructure is grouped into two 
categories: motorways and other roads. Railway 
links are classified according to two criteria: 
two or more tracks, and whether or not they are 
electrified. Data on inland waterways (navigable  
canals and navigable rivers and lakes) are of vary-
ing quality, because many Member States make 
no distinction between high-capacity broad  
canals and lower-capacity narrow canals.

An extensive network of major roads and motor-
ways generally gives regions a competitive and 
developmental advantage. Map 9.1 shows the 
length of the network of roads other than motor-
ways in the NUTS 2 regions in 2005, expressed as 
kilometres of road per 100 km2.

• Road density is closely correlated with urban-
isation, as can be seen in Belgium and Noord-
Holland and Zuid-Holland (Netherlands) 
with more than 400 km of road per 100 km2.

• Regions comprising major conurbations gen-
erally have higher road densities. These are 
frequently regions with substantial commut-

er activity. Examples include Inner London 
in the United Kingdom, Wien in Austria and 
Île-de-France, including Paris (France).

• Some regions with important industrial areas 
also have a very dense road network. Examples 
are West Midlands, including Birmingham, 
Merseyside, including Liverpool, and Greater 
Manchester, including Manchester (United 
Kingdom).

• Similarly, regions that include major ports 
have extensive road networks for the transport 
of goods to and from the coast. Examples are 
Nord - Pas-de-Calais (France), Antwerpen 
and West-Vlaanderen (Belgium), and Zuid-
Holland and Noord-Holland (Netherlands).

• The regions on the periphery of the European 
Union, for example some island regions, gen-
erally have low road densities (below 30 km of 
road per 100 km2). Examples are Pohjois-Suomi 
(Finland), Islands and Highlands (United 
Kingdom) and Nord-Norge (Norway).

• Some island regions such as Martinique 
(France) and Cyprus have high road densi-
ties, reflecting the importance of a modern 
transport infrastructure for tourist areas.

• The regions of Bulgaria and Romania for 
which data are available have a road den-
sity comparable to that of the less urbanised 
regions in the EU, such as most regions in 
Spain and Portugal (below 50 km of road per 
100 km2).

• Looking at motorway density, the same major  
trends can be observed as for other roads. 
Only Germany has a low density of other 
roads and a high motorway density. Certain 
light pink areas in Germany, such as the centre, 
do have an extensive network of other roads, 
but road branches and municipality roads are 
not included in ‘other roads’.

Transport equipment
Transport equipment may be defined as all vehi-
cles carrying goods and/or passengers, and hence 
covers motor vehicles, trains, seagoing and inland 
waterway vessels and aircraft. The vehicle data 
at NUTS 2 level are broken down by vehicle cat-
egory: passenger cars, buses, lorries, tractors and 
motorcycles. However, this section looks at only 
one of these indicators, namely passenger cars.

Map 9.2 shows the passenger car fleet by NUTS 2 
region, measured in terms of the number of pas-
senger cars per 1 000 inhabitants.
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Map 9.1:  Density of roads other than motorways, by nuTs 2 regions, 2005
 Kilometres of road per 100 km2

Density of roads other than motorways,
by NUTS 2 regions, 2005
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Map 9.2:  number of passenger cars, by nuTs 2 regions, 2005
 Per 1 000 inhabitants

Number of passenger cars,
by NUTS 2 regions, 2005
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• Regions that comprise major urban cen-
tres — for example Wien (Austria), Berlin 
(Germany) and Inner London (United 
Kingdom) — have a relatively low car owner-
ship (below 420 cars per 1 000 inhabitants), 
possibly reflecting factors such as an exten-
sive public transport network, parking diffi-
culties or concentrations of students, immi-
grants and other low-income groups.

• In some countries, the core urban region may 
be surrounded by a region with high car own-
ership, possibly indicating many commuters 
dependent on cars to get to work in the city. 
This is the case in Vlaams-Brabant (Belgium) 
with 570 cars per 1 000 inhabitants and 
Brandenburg (Germany) with 556 cars per 
1 000 inhabitants. In contrast, low car owner-
ship around the core may indicate extensive 
commuter use of public transport, such as in 
Outer London. In the larger NUTS 2 regions 
that have a core city and an extensive hinter-
land, car density tends to be distributed more 
or less evenly. This is the case in Comunidad 
de Madrid (Spain) and Île-de-France, includ-
ing Paris (France), where these factors tend to 
balance out.

• Since car ownership is often an indicator of 
economic development in a region (measured 
by GDP per capita), regions with higher GDP 
levels would be expected to have a higher 
car ownership. Indeed, the Grand-Duchy 
of Luxembourg and numerous regions in 
Germany display this pattern, whereas most 
regions in Greece, Romania and Bulgaria have 
low values for both indicators. However, Map 
9.2 shows that there are also a few regions that 
do not follow this example: Highlands and 
Islands (United Kingdom) and Molise (Italy) 
have high car ownership levels but low GDPs.

• In a few thinly populated regions, a car may 
be essential for travel to and from work. Such 
regions may include Midi-Pyrénées (France) 
and the Finnish and Swedish regions away 
from the capital cities.

• Romania and Bulgaria, the two new Member 
States, have a level of car ownership of below 
300 cars per 1 000 inhabitants, which is found 
elsewhere in the EU only in Greece, Slovakia, 
Poland and Hungary (except for the capital 
city regions in these countries). Apart from 
the most northerly region, Norway has simi-
lar levels to Sweden and Finland (between 
400 and 500 cars per 1 000 inhabitants).

• Regions with economies very much depend-
ent on tourism also seem to have high car 

densities. The Spanish, French and Italian 
Mediterranean regions in particular (includ-
ing the island regions), some of which host 
large numbers of retired foreign nationals, 
have a relatively large car fleet.

maritime transport
Maritime transport statistics exist at the NUTS 
2 regional level for both passengers and freight, 
showing movements across regions, expressed 
in thousands of passengers and in thousands of 
tonnes. There are two time series with these indi-
cators. One goes back to 1978 and ends with the 
reference year 1998. Since 1999, a new method-
ology has been used in the Member States to ob-
tain these regional statistics, which are also held 
in separate tables in the database. The two time 
series are no longer directly comparable owing to 
the differences in methodology.

The regional data collected under Council 
Directive 95/64/EC are obtained only for ports 
handling passengers and freight over a certain 
annual threshold, i.e. 200 000 passengers and 1 
million tonnes of goods, respectively. This means 
that the data presented in the following maps 
may differ from national totals, as traffic at small 
ports is not taken into account. However, the re-
gional distribution of the volume of traffic can be 
represented fairly accurately, because the minor 
ports are considered to make only a small contri-
bution to the total volume of traffic.

The current set of regional indicators for mari-
time transport comprises freight data divided 
into tonnes of freight loaded and unloaded and 
data on embarked and disembarked passengers, 
both at NUTS 2 level. In this section, just the data 
on maritime passengers are considered.

Map 9.3 classifies the regions according to the 
number of passengers in relation to their popula-
tion, illustrated by the colour of the regions, and 
the total number of maritime passengers passing 
through the ports in the regions, indicated by the 
circles. The maritime passenger figures are ex-
pressed as the number of passengers per inhabit-
ant in order to eliminate the variation in absolute 
numbers due to the differences in regional popu-
lations. The figures refer to the national, intra-
EU-25 and extra-EU transport of passengers. For 
national and intra-EU passenger transport, how-
ever, it must be noted that passengers are counted 
twice; once as they embark and again as they dis-
embark. The totals thus overestimate the actual 
journeys made. The information in Map 9.3 refers 
only to coastal regions with passenger ports.
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Map 9.3:  Total number of maritime passengers and in relation to population, by nuTs 2 regions, 2005
 1 000 passengers

Total number of maritime passengers
and in relation to population,

by NUTS 2 regions, 2005
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• One can observe various ‘region pairs’ with 
similar passenger figures. These pairs indi-
cate the major ferry connections in Europe: 
Helsingborg and Helsingør for the crossing 
between Sydsverige in Sweden and Denmark, 
Calais–Dover for traffic between Nord - 
Pas-de-Calais (France) and Kent (United 
Kingdom), as well as Reggio di Calabria and 
Messina for the connection between Calabria 
and Sicilia (Italy).

• Denmark is the most important region for 
maritime passenger transport with more 
than 35 million passengers, due to its nu-
merous ferry connections between its vari-
ous islands and with Germany, Sweden and 
Norway. The region of Attiki (Greece) has 
similarly high figures for the total number 
of maritime passengers — almost twice 
the number of passengers for Sydsverige 
(Sweden) and Sicilia (Italy), which are the 
next most important regions.

• In general, the regions along the Mediterranean 
coast of Greece and Italy have high figures 
in terms of the total number of passengers. 
However, the double counting of passengers 
noted above applies especially to the Italian 
and Greek ports mentioned here, since they 
all involve national ferry connections.

• Regions with a strong tourist trade, such as 
some in Greece and the islands of France 
and Spain, also see high numbers of passen-
gers. Their figures are even more remarkable 
when compared with the local populations. 
Examples include Ciudad Autónoma de 
Ceuta (Spain) with 2 million passengers or 
29 819 passengers per inhabitant and Corse 
(France) with 3 million passengers or 11 138 
passengers per inhabitant.

road freight
Road freight data are collected under Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1172/98 on statistical re-
turns in respect of the carriage of goods by road, 
which replaced the previous directives. The cur-
rent regulation provides for a larger set of vari-
ables to be transmitted to Eurostat in the form 
of individual data records on vehicles, journeys 
and goods transport operations. These data are 
collected via sample surveys of goods vehicles in 
Member States. Starting from the reference year 
1999, micro-data are transmitted on a quarterly 
basis, five months after the end of the reference 
period. Each reporting country collects data on 
the activities of road motor vehicles registered 

in its country, both inside and outside its na-
tional territory, so there is no double counting 
at European level. Data on transport by non-
European hauliers in the territory of the Member 
States are not collected. The regulation allows 
vehicles with a load capacity smaller than 3.5 
tonnes to be excluded from the survey.

One major added value provided by the Council 
regulation is information on the regional origin 
and destination of intra-EU road transport. At 
present, national transport is reported at NUTS 3 
level. For international transport, the regulation 
provides for a transitional period during which 
origins and destinations can be declared with 
country codes. However, the ultimate aim is to 
have international transport reported at NUTS 3 
level as well.

Map 9.4 shows the total number of road jour-
neys by region divided by the area of the region 
in square kilometres and the share of loaded 
journeys. Data from all reporting countries are 
aggregated by region. The total number of road 
journeys for a region includes empty and load-
ed journeys, intra- and extra-EU journeys, and 
loading and unloading journeys. The share of 
loaded journeys is defined as the proportion of 
the total number of journeys for the given region. 
Intra-regional journeys are included once.

• Map 9.4 shows the importance, in terms of 
road freight journeys, of the regions in the 
vicinity of the main ports on the North Sea 
and the Channel coast. Examples include 
the ports of Rotterdam (in the Dutch re-
gion of Zuid-Holland) and Antwerp (in the 
Belgian region of Antwerpen) (over 2 500 
road journeys per km2). The map also shows 
the two main transport axes across Europe: 
from northern Italy via Germany up to the 
Netherlands and then over to the United 
Kingdom, and, running almost parallel, from 
the Slovak Republic via the Czech Republic 
and Poland to northern Germany.

• Regions comprising capital cities, for ex-
ample Inner London (United Kingdom), Praha 
(Czech Republic) and Lisboa (Portugal), are 
very busy in terms of road freight journeys. 
This is probably due to their small size, but 
on the other hand urban areas with a highly 
concentrated population may well be more 
demanding in terms of supplies.

• Regions where there is a strong concentration 
of industrial activities attract a great deal of 
freight transport, for example the regions of 
West and South Yorkshire (United Kingdom), 
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Map 9.4:  Total number of road journeys and share loaded journeys, by nuTs 2 regions, 2005
 Journeys per km2 and percentage

Total number of road journeys
and share loaded journeys,
by NUTS 2 regions, 2005 

regions EN_print.indd   118 12-09-2007   11:17:03



9Transport

119Eurostat regional yearbook 2007

Moravskoslezsko (Czech Republic) and 
Śląskie (Poland), where major steel industries 
are located.

• Looking at the share of loaded journeys in 
all journeys, the highest proportions are reg-
istered in Veneto, Lombardia and Piemonte 
(the northern regions of Italy) and Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight (United Kingdom), probably 
due to their industrial activities. The Belgian 
regions also have shares above 80 %. The 
proportions of loaded journeys are fairly low 
(below 70 %) in Spain, Portugal and southern 
France. The same can be said for the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovenia. The 
share of loaded journeys in all journeys in the 
EU is 73.7 %.

air transport
Eurostat’s statistical databases contain air trans-
port statistics at regional level for passengers and 
freight. These series show passenger and freight 
movements over NUTS 2 regions measured in 
thousands of passengers and tonnes, respectively. 
The passenger data are divided into passengers 
embarking, disembarking and in transit. The 
freight statistics data are divided into tonnes of 
freight loaded and unloaded. Two series are also 
available here, based on different methodologies. 
The series going back to 1978 ended with refer-
ence year 1998 and was replaced by a new time 
series with different definitions as from 1999.

Data on air transport are currently collected un-
der Regulation (EC) No 437/2003 of the European 
Parliament and the Council on statistical returns 
in respect of the carriage of passengers, freight and 
mail by air. Data come from national surveys on 
airports. The regulation provides for the collection 
of detailed monthly data for airports handling 
more than 150 000 passengers per year. For air-
ports handling fewer than 150 000 but more than 
15 000 passengers, only aggregated annual data are 
required, while no data need be provided for mi-
nor airports. Consequently, the data presented in 
Map 9.5 may differ from national totals, as the fig-
ures for minor airports and airports reporting only  
aggregated data are not included. Nevertheless, 
even without data for minor airports the regional 
distribution can be considered representative.

In this section on air transport, the focus is on 
freight data. The figures cover all Member States, 
except Sweden and Bulgaria, and the EFTA coun-
tries Iceland, Norway and Switzerland. Note that 
for Denmark, the Copenhagen airport freight 
data are not available.

Map 9.5 shows two indicators: the total amount 
of freight transported by air in each region as 
expressed in tonnes, illustrated by the colour 
of the regions, and the share of loaded and un-
loaded freight for each region, indicated by the 
pie charts.

• The top-ranking regions in terms of tonnes 
of total freight are Darmstadt (Frankfurt), 
Noord-Holland (Amsterdam), Outer London 
and Île-de-France (Paris), with more than 1 
million tonnes of goods freighted. This con-
firms the importance of the main national 
airports in Germany, the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom and France. The ability to 
carry freight on the many passenger routes 
flown from these airports explains the domi-
nant position of these four airports. For these 
regions, the volumes of freight loaded and 
unloaded are roughly equal. Vlaams-Brabant 
(Belgium), Köln (Germany), the Grand-
Duchy of Luxembourg, and Lombardia (Italy) 
record volumes of about half a million tonnes 
of goods loaded.

• Unloaded freight exceeds loaded freight 
in most regions, illustrating the European 
Union’s dependence on imports (44 % loaded 
and 56 % unloaded for the European Union 
as a whole). Exceptions where the freight 
loaded was greater than the freight unloaded 
are Lancashire and Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight (United Kingdom) (over 75 % loaded 
freight), probably due to the presence of in-
dustrial activities.

• The ratio of goods unloaded to goods load-
ed is particularly high, i.e. more goods are 
unloaded than loaded, in island regions, 
where tourism is the main economic activ-
ity. Examples are Notio Agaio in Greece and 
Região Autónoma da Madeira (Portugal). 
The share of loaded goods is low in Latvia and 
Cyprus as well.

• The volume of freight transported by air in 
Romania is low in comparison with most of 
the other EU countries (17 000 tonnes com-
pared with the average of 78 189 tonnes for the 
EU-26; no data are available for Bulgaria).

Conclusion
The data shown in the five maps in this chapter 
represent only part of the broader set of regional 
transport statistics available in Eurostat’s statisti-
cal databases. Regional transport statistics show 
patterns of variation across regions where trans-
port-related variables are often closely related 
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Map 9.5:  Total freight transport by air, divided into goods loaded and unloaded, by nuTs 2 regions, 2005
 Tonnes and percentage

Total freight transport by air, divided into
goods loaded and unloaded, 

by NUTS 2 regions, 2005
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to levels of economic activity. As already men-
tioned, transport policies are at the very heart 
of efforts to reduce regional inequality and im-
prove regional cohesion. In an enlarged Europe, 
economic and infrastructure disparities are now 
more evident than before. One of Eurostat’s long-
term objectives is to expand the current regional 
transport indicators in order to provide a better 

understanding of the impact of transport poli-
cies on economic growth, transport needs and 
the environment.

For Bulgaria and Romania, the new Member 
States, the regional variation seen in transport 
indicators is quite similar to that seen across the 
rest of the EU. The volume of traffic is compara-
ble to that of the southern countries in the EU.

methodological notes
Eurostat collects, compiles and disseminates a variety of regional indicators. Data on road and rail-
way infrastructures, inland waterways, vehicle stocks and road accidents are currently collected 
in member states and candidate countries on a voluntary basis via annual questionnaires, while 
data on road, maritime and air transport for passengers and goods are directly derived from the 
data collections required by legislation. in addition, journeys made by vehicles are derived from a 
specific study of road transport data.

regional transport indicators are freely disseminated on Eurostat’s website under the ‘Transport’ 
theme and are mirrored in ‘General and regional statistics’. Data are organised in 18 tables for 
transport, covering infrastructure, the vehicle fleet, journeys by road, sea and air (with, in each 
case, separate tables for freight and passengers), and road safety (as reflected in numbers of 
deaths and injuries in road accidents). all data are annual, with time series going back to the 
reference year 1978 for transport infrastructures, air and maritime transport, while for road safety 
data the series start from 1988.

Due to the nature of transport, a spatial breakdown is built into most legislation dealing with the 
collection of transport flow statistics, which, as mentioned above, allows us to directly derive re-
gional indicators for maritime and air transport. moreover, other regional transport indicators on 
transport flows can be found under the separate domains of the ‘Transport’ theme: ‘road trans-
port’, ‘railways transport’ and ‘inland waterways transport’. Further information on transport flows 
between airports and ports can be also obtained under the ‘maritime transport’ and ‘air transport’ 
domains.

in order to show the potential of transport statistics for analysing regional patterns, this year’s 
contribution focuses on the data on regional transport flows derived from the maritime, air, and 
road data collections required by legislation. The data in the maps above have been extracted 
and aggregated from the databases for these individual modes of transport and cannot be found 
directly on Eurostat’s website. The aim here is to provide an added value over and above the data 
already available to the public on the website.
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Belgium

BE10  région de Bruxelles-Capitale/
Brussels Hoofdstedelijk Gewest

BE21  prov. antwerpen

BE22  prov. Limburg (B)

BE23  prov. oost-vlaanderen

BE2�  prov. vlaams-Brabant

BE25  prov. West-vlaanderen

BE31  prov. Brabant Wallon

BE32  prov. Hainaut

BE33  prov. Liège

BE3�  prov. Luxembourg (B)

BE35  prov. namur

Bulgaria

BG31  severozapaden

BG32  severen tsentralen

BG33  severoiztochen

BG3�  yugoiztochen

BG�1  yugozapaden

BG�2  yuzhen tsentralen

Czech Republic

CZ01  praha

CZ02  střední Čechy

CZ03  Jihozápad

CZ0�  severozápad

CZ05  severovýchod

CZ06  Jihovýchod

CZ07  střední morava

CZ08  moravskoslezsko

Denmark

DK00  Danmark

Germany

DE11  stuttgart

DE12  Karlsruhe

DE13  Freiburg

DE1�  Tübingen

DE21  oberbayern

DE22  niederbayern

DE23  oberpfalz

DE2�  oberfranken

DE25  mittelfranken

DE26  unterfranken

DE27  schwaben

DE30  Berlin

DE�1  Brandenburg — nordost

DE�2  Brandenburg — südwest

DE50  Bremen

DE60  Hamburg

DE71  Darmstadt

DE72  Gießen

DE73  Kassel

DE80  mecklenburg-vorpommern

DE91  Braunschweig

DE92  Hannover

DE93  Lüneburg

DE9�  Weser-Ems

DEa1  Düsseldorf

DEa2  Köln

DEa3  münster

DEa�  Detmold

DEa5  arnsberg

DEB1  Koblenz

DEB2  Trier

DEB3  rheinhessen-pfalz

DEC0  saarland

DED1  Chemnitz

DED2  Dresden

DED3  Leipzig

DEE1  Dessau

DEE2  Halle

DEE3  magdeburg

DEF0  schleswig-Holstein

DEG0  Thüringen

Estonia

EE00  Eesti

Ireland

iE01  Border, midland and Western

iE02  southern and Eastern

Greece

Gr11  anatoliki makedonia,Thraki

Gr12  Kentriki makedonia

Gr13  Dytiki makedonia

Gr1�  Thessalia

Gr21  ipeiros

Gr22  ionia nisia

Gr23  Dytiki Ellada

Gr2�  sterea Ellada

Gr25  peloponnisos

Gr30  attiki

Gr�1  voreio aigaio

Gr�2  notio aigaio

Gr�3  Kriti

Spain

Es11  Galicia

Es12  principado de asturias

Es13  Cantabria

Es21  país vasco

Es22  Comunidad Foral de navarra

Es23  La rioja

Es2�  aragón

Es30  Comunidad de madrid

Es�1  Castilla y León

Es�2  Castilla-La mancha

Es�3  Extremadura

Es51  Cataluña

Es52  Comunidad valenciana

Es53  illes Balears

Es61  andalucía
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Es62  región de murcia

Es63  Ciudad autónoma de Ceuta

Es6�  Ciudad autónoma de melilla

Es70  Canarias

France

Fr10  Île-de-France

Fr21  Champagne-ardenne

Fr22  picardie

Fr23  Haute-normandie

Fr2�  Centre

Fr25  Basse-normandie

Fr26  Bourgogne

Fr30  nord - pas-de-Calais

Fr�1  Lorraine

Fr�2  alsace

Fr�3  Franche-Comté

Fr51  pays de la Loire

Fr52  Bretagne

Fr53  poitou-Charentes

Fr61  aquitaine

Fr62  midi-pyrénées

Fr63  Limousin

Fr71  rhône-alpes

Fr72  auvergne

Fr81  Languedoc-roussillon

Fr82  provence-alpes-Côte d’azur

Fr83  Corse

Fr91  Guadeloupe

Fr92  martinique

Fr93  Guyane

Fr9�  réunion

Italy

iTC1  piemonte

iTC2  valle d’aosta/vallée d’aoste

iTC3  Liguria

iTC�  Lombardia

iTD1  provincia autonoma Bolzano/
Bozen

iTD2  provincia autonoma Trento

iTD3  veneto

iTD�  Friuli-venezia Giulia

iTD5  Emilia-romagna

iTE1  Toscana

iTE2  umbria

iTE3  marche

iTE�  Lazio

iTF1  abruzzo

iTF2  molise

iTF3  Campania

iTF�  puglia

iTF5  Basilicata

iTF6  Calabria

iTG1  sicilia

iTG2  sardegna

Cyprus

Cy00  Kypros/Kıbrıs

Latvia

Lv00  Latvija

Lithuania

LT00  Lietuva

Luxembourg

Lu00  Luxembourg (Grand-Duché)

Hungary

Hu10  Közép-magyarország

Hu21  Közép-Dunántúl

Hu22  nyugat-Dunántúl

Hu23  Dél-Dunántúl

Hu31  Észak-magyarország

Hu32  Észak-alföld

Hu33  Dél-alföld

Malta

mT00  malta

Netherlands

nL11  Groningen

nL12  Friesland

nL13  Drenthe

nL21  overijssel

nL22  Gelderland

nL23  Flevoland

nL31  utrecht

nL32  noord-Holland

nL33  Zuid-Holland

nL3�  Zeeland

nL�1  noord-Brabant

nL�2  Limburg (nL)

Austria

aT11  Burgenland

aT12  niederösterreich

aT13  Wien

aT21  Kärnten 

aT22  steiermark

aT31  oberösterreich

aT32  salzburg

aT33  Tirol

aT3�  vorarlberg

Poland

pL11  Łódzkie

pL12  mazowieckie

pL21  małopolskie

pL22  Śląskie

pL31  Lubelskie

pL32  podkarpackie

pL33  Świętokrzyskie

pL3�  podlaskie

pL�1  Wielkopolskie

pL�2  Zachodniopomorskie

pL�3  Lubuskie

pL51  Dolnośląskie

pL52  opolskie

pL61  Kujawsko-pomorskie

pL62  Warmińsko-mazurskie

pL63  pomorskie

Portugal

pT11  norte

pT15  algarve

pT16  Centro (p)

pT17  Lisboa
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pT18  alentejo

pT20  região autónoma dos  
açores

pT30  região autónoma da madeira

Romania

ro11  nord-vest

ro12  Centru

ro21  nord-Est

ro22  sud-Est

ro31  sud — muntenia

ro32  Bucureşti — ilfov

ro�1  sud-vest oltenia

ro�2  vest

Slovenia

si00  slovenija

Slovakia

sK01  Bratislavský kraj

sK02  Západné slovensko

sK03  stredné slovensko

sK0�  východné slovensko

Finland

Fi13  itä-suomi

Fi18  Etelä-suomi

Fi19  Länsi-suomi

Fi1a  pohjois-suomi

Fi20  Åland

Sweden

sE01  stockholm

sE02  Östra mellansverige

sE0�  sydsverige

sE06  norra mellansverige

sE07  mellersta norrland

sE08  Övre norrland

sE09  småland med öarna

sE0a  västsverige

United Kingdom

uKC1  Tees valley and Durham

uKC2  northumberland and Tyne 
and Wear

uKD1 Cumbria

uKD2 Cheshire

uKD3 Greater manchester

uKD� Lancashire

uKD5 merseyside

uKE1 East riding and north 
Lincolnshire

uKE2 north yorkshire

uKE3 south yorkshire

uKE�  West yorkshire

uKF1 Derbyshire and 
nottinghamshire

uKF2 Leicestershire, rutland and 
northamptonshire

uKF3  Lincolnshire

uKG1  Herefordshire, Worcestershire 
and Warwickshire

uKG2  shropshire and staffordshire

uKG3  West midlands

uKH1 East anglia

uKH2 Bedfordshire and 
Hertfordshire

uKH3 Essex

uKi1  inner London

uKi2  outer London

uKJ1  Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and oxfordshire

uKJ2  surrey, East and West sussex

uKJ3  Hampshire and isle of Wight

uKJ�  Kent

uKK1  Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and 
north somerset

uKK2  Dorset and somerset

uKK3  Cornwall and isles of scilly

uKK�  Devon

uKL1  West Wales and the valleys

uKL2  East Wales

uKm1 north Eastern scotland

uKm2 Eastern scotland

uKm3 south Western scotland

uKm� Highlands and islands

uKn0 northern ireland
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EFTa countries: statistical regions at level 2

Iceland

is Ísland

Liechtenstein

Li Liechtenstein

Norway

no01 oslo og akershus

no02 Hedmark og oppland

no03 sør-Østlandet

no0� agder og rogaland

no05 vestlandet

no06 Trøndelag

no07 nord-norge

Switzerland

CH01 région lémanique

CH02 Espace mittelland

CH03 nordwestschweiz

CH0� Zürich

CH05 ostschweiz

CH06 Zentralschweiz

CH07 Ticino
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