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A new Eurostat publication 

A statistical portrait of the European Union 
compared with G20 countries 
The EU in the world – 2018 edition 
 
The fifth edition of the Eurostat publication “The EU in the world” compares the European Union (EU) 

with the 15 non-EU Group of Twenty (G20) countries in the areas of society, the economy and the environment. 

It looks at population, living conditions, health, education and training, the labour market, economy and finance, 

international trade, agriculture and fisheries, industry and services, research and development, transport, 

environment and energy. 

The publication provides a balanced set of indicators, with a cross-section of information, using a range 

of European and international statistics. For many indicators, the total for the world is also included.  

EU’s share of world population has almost halved over last 50 years  

Between 1965 and 2015, the share of the world’s population (7.4 billion inhabitants in 2015) living in G20 members 

fell from 73% to around 64%. The EU's share fell from about 13% to around 7% of the world population. The most 

populous countries in the world were China and India, together accounting for 37% of the world’s population 

and 57% of the population of the G20 members: China’s population was 1.4 billion and India’s was 1.3 billion.  

 

  

Note: annual averages (mid-year estimates) (¹) Provisional 2015: break in series 

Source: Eurostat (online data access here) 

Source: the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (World Population Prospects: the 2017 Revision) 
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-EX-18-001
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_gind&lang=en


 

United States is largest contributor to world GDP, ahead of the EU  

G20 members generated 86% of global GDP in 2016. The United States accounted for 25% of the world’s GDP in 

2016, ahead of the EU, whose share fell from 30% in 2006 to 22% in 2016. China’s share of world GDP rose 

significantly from 5% to 15% during the same period, overtaking Japan (9% in 2006 and 7% in 2016). India's share 

of world GDP also increased significantly, propelling it from the 10th largest G20 economy in 2006 to the fifth 

largest by 2016. China and India had the highest GDP growth of all countries between 2006 and 2016. Note that 

these relative shares are based on current price series in euro terms, reflecting market exchange rates. 

 

  
Source: Eurostat (online data access and here) 

Source: the United Nations Statistics Division (National Accounts Main Aggregates Database) 

 

 

EU ranks fifth in the G20 for renewable energy consumption  

With 14% of gross electricity consumption from renewables and waste, the EU ranked fifth among G20 members 

largely ahead of China (9%) and the United States (7%). Brazil (40%), Indonesia (33%) India (25%) and Canada 

(18%) had the highest proportions. In contrast, no consumption from renewables and waste was recorded in Saudi 

Arabia (0%), while the lowest proportion of such consumption was observed in South Korea and Russia (both 

3%). 

Sources: Eurostat (online data access here) and the International Energy Agency (Balances) 
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http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=nama_10_gdp&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ert_bil_eur_a&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?query=BOOKMARK_DS-053524_QID_-2DD8F981_UID_-3F171EB0&layout=TIME,C,X,0;GEO,L,Y,0;UNIT,L,Z,0;PRODUCT,L,Z,1;INDIC_NRG,L,Z,2;INDICATORS,C,Z,3;&zSelection=DS-053524INDIC_NRG,B_100900;DS-053524INDICATORS,OBS_FLAG;DS-053524PRODUCT,0000;DS-053524UNIT,KTOE;&rankName1=TIME_1_0_0_0&rankName2=UNIT_1_2_-1_2&rankName3=GEO_1_2_0_1&rankName4=INDICATORS_1_2_-1_2&rankName5=PRODUCT_1_2_-1_2&rankName6=INDIC-NRG_1_2_-1_2&sortC=ASC_-1_FIRST&rStp=&cStp=&rDCh=&cDCh=&rDM=true&cDM=true&footnes=false&empty=false&wai=false&time_mode=ROLLING&time_most_recent=true&lang=EN&cfo=%23%23%23%2C%23%23%23.%23%23%23


 

The publication comprises 13 chapters and covers three general topics: people (population, living conditions, 

health, education and training, and labour market), economy (economy and finance, international trade, 

agriculture, forestry and fisheries, industry and services, and digital society) and environment (transport, energy, 

and environment). 

The G20 comprises the world’s major advanced and emerging economies. It includes the EU, four EU Member 

States (Germany, France, Italy and the United Kingdom) and 15 countries from the rest of the world (Argentina, 

Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 

South Korea, Turkey and the United States).  

 

Methodological notes 

The EU in the world is based on a wide range of international sources reflecting the various statistical domains. As a result, 

there may be differences in particular regarding EU statistics concerning the latest available reference year for each source, 
as data for some are more quickly available than for others.  

For more information 

Eurostat publication: The EU in the world  
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