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Correspondence between ISCED 2011 and ISCED 1997 levels 

Eurostat online tables: 
Correspondence between ISCED 2011 and ISCED 1997 levels – aggregated level 

 
ISCED 2011 

(data from 2014 onwards) 
ISCED 1997 

(data up to 2013) 

Low 
education  

Less than primary, primary and lower 
secondary education (levels 0-2) 

Pre-primary, primary and lower 
secondary education (levels 0-2) 

Medium 
education 

Upper secondary and post-secondary 
non-tertiary education (levels 3 and 4) 

Upper secondary and post-secondary 
non-tertiary education (levels 3 and 4) 

High 
education 

Tertiary education (levels 5-8) 
First and second stage of tertiary 

education (levels 5 and 6) 

 

Correspondence between ISCED 2011 and ISCED 1997 levels – 1-digit level 
 

ISCED 2011 ISCED 1997 

ISCED 01 - 

ISCED 02 ISCED 0 

ISCED level 1 ISCED level 1 

ISCED level 2 ISCED level 2 

ISCED level 3* ISCED level 3 

ISCED level 4* ISCED level 4 

ISCED level 5 

ISCED level 5 ISCED level 6 

ISCED level 7 

ISCED level 8 ISCED level 6 

* Content of categories has been slightly modified. 

Source: ISCED 2011, available at http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/international-
standard-classification-of-education.aspx 

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/international-standard-classification-of-education.aspx
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/international-standard-classification-of-education.aspx
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The following describes the correspondence (or concordance) between levels in the ISCED 2011 
classification and the earlier framework, ISCED 1997.  
 
Source: ISCED 2011, available at http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/international-
standard-classification-of-education.aspx  
 
In ISCED 2011, level 0 covers early childhood education for all ages, including very young children. 
Programmes are sub-classified into two categories depending on the level of complexity of the 
educational content: early childhood educational development (code 010) and pre-primary 
education (code 020). Early childhood educational development programmes (code 010) are 
generally designed for children younger than 3 years. It is introduced as a new category in ISCED 
2011 and is not covered by ISCED 1997. Pre-primary education (code 020) corresponds exactly to 
level 0 in ISCED 1997. 
 
Level 1, primary education, in ISCED 2011 corresponds to level 1 in ISCED 1997. 
 
ISCED 2011 levels 2 and 3, lower secondary and upper secondary education, correspond mainly to 
levels 2 and 3 in ISCED 1997. However, due to the clarification of criteria and subsidiary criteria, 
ISCED 2011 may be implemented differently than ISCED 1997 (i.e. with some programmes being 
classified at different levels than before). Such differences may affect time series data for some 
countries. 
 
ISCED 2011 simplifies the complementary dimensions at ISCED levels 2 and 3 compared to1997: 
 

• Programme orientation in ISCED 2011 differentiates only between vocational 

programmes and general programmes. ISCED 1997 classified pre-vocational education 

separately. Such programmes do not provide labour market-relevant qualifications and 

are now mainly classified as general education; 

 
• ISCED 2011 identifies only one group of programmes that provides access to higher 

ISCED levels. By comparison, ISCED 1997 differentiated access to education at higher 

ISCED levels in categories A and B, dependent on the type of subsequent education. The 

ISCED 2011 subcategory ‘level completion with access to higher ISCED levels’ 

corresponds to the combined categories A and B in ISCED 1997; 

 
• ISCED 2011 sub-classifies programmes which do not provide access to higher ISCED levels 

into the sub-categories ‘no level completion’, ‘partial level completion’ and ‘level 

completion’. These three sub-categories in ISCED 2011 typically correspond to category C 

and ISCED level 3 categories ‘C short’ and ‘C long’ in ISCED 1997. 

 
ISCED 2011 level 4, post-secondary non-tertiary education, corresponds largely to level 4 in ISCED 
1997. However, programmes leading to a qualification equivalent to upper secondary general 
education are classified as level 3 in ISCED 2011, while they were often classified as level 4 in ISCED 
1997. In addition, due to the clarification of criteria and subsidiary criteria, ISCED 2011 may be 
implemented differently than ISCED 1997. Such differences may affect time series data for some 
countries. 
 
ISCED 2011 simplifies the orientation dimensions at ISCED level 4 as for levels 2 and 3. The ISCED 
2011 sub-categories ‘access to higher ISCED levels’ and ‘no access to higher ISCED levels’ correspond 
to the destinations A and B, respectively, in ISCED 1997.  
 

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/international-standard-classification-of-education.aspx
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/international-standard-classification-of-education.aspx
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ISCED 2011 has four levels of tertiary education compared to two levels in ISCED 1997. Levels 5, 6 
and 7 in ISCED 2011 together correspond to level 5 in ISCED 1997. Level 8 in ISCED 2011 corresponds 
to level 6 in ISCED 1997. 
 
ISCED 2011 simplifies the complementary dimensions at the tertiary ISCED levels compared to 1997: 
 

• At level 5 in ISCED 2011, vocational programmes are differentiated from general 

programmes at the second digit. In ISCED 1997, this differentiation did not exist. It will 

also be possible to distinguish between academic and professional orientations within 

ISCED 2011 levels 6 to 8 once internationally-agreed definitions have been developed. 

 
• At levels 6 and 7 of ISCED 2011, the third digit of the classification distinguishes 

programmes according to duration and position in the national degree and qualification 

structure for the calculation of statistics such as entry and graduation rates. In ISCED 

1997, programme orientation or ‘type of programme’ was used to sub-classify ISCED 5A 

into first degree programmes and second and further degree programmes (now 

corresponding to ISCED 2011 levels 6 and 7 combined). The third digit of the programme 

classification distinguishes between first degree and second or further degrees at both 

levels. 

 
 
 

 


