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A STEP TOWARDS  
 

COMMUNICATING WITH INDICATORS 



WHY DO WE NEED INDICATORS? 

 

 
simplify a complex reality and promote information exchange 

assist in making evidence-based decisions 

support policy development and priority setting 

allow comparisons and monitoring the effects 

 
 

 

powerful way of communicating information 

powerful tool to raise public awareness  

guidance for achieving goals 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATING WITH INDICATORS 

transparency  

accountability 



innovative database application  

a collection of data derived from different sources 

visually-attractive forms of data presentation 

platform for communicating with indicators 

 

 

 

 

 

  

metadata - indicator profiles    analytical reports 

methodological information    statistical publications 

interpretation guidelines    short analytical comments

  

RESPONSE OF THE CSO POLAND 



 

 

 

INDICATOR PROFILE 

 
 indicator name(s) 

 strategic documents with targets 

for monitoring 

 theme category 

 indicator’s description 

 methodological explanation 

 data source and data availability 

 available variables 

 territorial level of availability 

 remarks concerning any changes 



METADATA MODULE 

The STRATEG system collects: 
 

 concept definitions, 

 analytical reports,  

 statistical publications (national and regional), 

 short analytical comments on current socio-

economic situation. 



 further development stage of the STRATEG system  
 

 initiative to enhance navigation through the jungle of information available 
 

 help to grab the relevance and meaning of the existing indicators 
 
 

 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

point of reference for questions:  

 why do we use them?  

 what can they measure?  

 how do they represent reality?  

outcome of cooperation  

among experts from the 

CSO and other institutions 

INDICATOR INTERPRETATION GUIDE 



 

 general understanding and scientific definitions 

 clear descriptions facilitating data analysis 

 interpretation of statistical measures 

 explanation of possible consequences or implications 

 reference to the source of information 

 suggested further reading 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

INDICATOR INTERPRETATION GUIDE 

in-depth comprehension 

explaining the purpose of measurement,  

way of use and possible interpretations  

dependence on the context 

serving precise purposes 

misleading interpretation 
POTENTIAL LIMITATIONS  



 a further step of the CSO Poland towards communicating information via indicators, 

 a comprehensive tool providing information on the programming and monitoring the 

development progress,  

 a good example of effective communication with various groups of data users. 

 

 A wide set of indicators from various areas with methodological explanations as a useful 

way of communicating information, i.e. 

 reveal trends and simplify complex socio-economic phenomena,  

 allow quick comparisons between policies, programmes, countries etc.,  

 help users to diagnose the current situation,  

 provide assessment of performance or progress towards established objectives. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The STRATEG system: 



Thank you for your attention! 
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