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1.    Approval of the Agenda and acceptance of the previous meeting minutes 

Antonio Baigorri (Eurostat) opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. The Agenda 
was approved and the minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. A. Baigorri 
introduced the issues and underlined the main goal was to discuss the future 
maintenance and support of the Jdemetra+ software tool. 

 

 2.   SA tools development 

2.1 SA tools porting into JAVA (presentation) 

Jean Palate (NBB) informed the SASG (Seasonal Adjustment Steering Group) about the 
latest developments on the software tool. Although the new Jdemetra+ has the same 
functionality of the .Net version it has a different graphical interface and additional 
statistical modules to produce other time series analysis outcomes (e.g.  benchmarking, 
seasonality tests, comparison of direct/indirect aggregates SA etc.). Compared to the 
.Net version, the Java version has also recoded the core engines of the seasonal 
adjustment procedures X12-ARIMA and TRAMO/SEATS in Java whereas in .Net it is  
using their original FORTRAN code. The algorithms are being tested by comparing the 
results with the ones computed with the original versions. These results may not be 
exactly the same because of the use of different optimization procedures but they are 
mostly identical. J. Palate stressed the tool – after the end of the contract in December – 
will not be safe enough for production but will need more testing and correction of small 
bugs to ensure its correctness. He evaluates about 6 months of testing by the SAUG 
(Seasonal Adjustment Users Group) and other users that can download the tool from the 
CROS portal. Finally J. Palate ensures NBB will provide maintenance in terms of bug fixes 
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and developments following their needs but there is a necessity to organize a formal 
support and maintenance for the future. 

The discussion after this presentation concentrated on the following issues: 

- Congratulations to J. Palate and NBB for the big improvements from the previous 
SASG meeting in April; it seems to be now a very useful tool. 

- Features of the software to be tested by the SAUG. It was agreed tests of different 
types should be done: 

• Fixing models and/or the parameters and compare with the SA results of 
other engines. Some problems may appear when testing different versions of 
X12-ARIMA and TRAMO/SEATS.   

• Check the new Automatic Model Identification (AMI) of TRAMO. 

• Check the graphical interface.  

Although the results may not be exactly the same because the Java tool is a more 
modern implementation of the old FORTRAN code, it must be assessed what are the 
acceptable differences. Each case producing different results should be monitored. 

- Last version of TRAMO/SEATS. The current Jdemetra+ version includes some 
projected improvements which are not in the current TRAMO/SEATS release and 
changes are frequently made. This makes it difficult to be sure about what is being 
tested. The main problem is related to the new AMI and it affects exclusively TRAMO. 
Agustín Maravall informed there have been big improvements which produce some 
bugs in a minimum number of cases but need to be corrected. He proposes to 
release the final version of TRAMO/SEATS by the end of December and freeze then 
the changes.  

- Scope of the official support to give to the tool. J. Palate informed the software has 
two different parts, one developed for production and the other just for research. The 
first includes the SA engines, that is, the SA procedures, the pre-treatment and the 
final tests supported by the Guidelines. The support may be limited to this part. The 
rest of the procedures are useful tools that may be used for research purposes. 

- Types of training for JDemetra+. A training specially addressed to IT people was 
conducted on the three days before the meeting with an attendance of 20 persons. 
Almost all the contents had to be changed because most of the attendants had not 
the required IT knowledge. It was agreed to provide different training for IT people 
and generic users. Although some time was wasted on detecting the appropriate 
persons for the last course, special care should be taken in the future because there 
are not so much people with the required level of expertise in both time series 
analysis and IT. 

ACTIONS:  

• A. Maravall to freeze the changes on the TRAMO/SEATS software by 

the end of December 2012. 

• Eurostat to organise different training on JDemetra+ for users and IT 

people. 
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2.2 Report from User Testing Group (presentation) 
 
Faiz Alsuhail gave a presentation on the last meeting of the group held at Eurostat in 
Luxembourg on the 16 of October 2012. He described the tasks performed by now and 
the to-do list and invited the SASG to define a clear strategy for future support to 
JDemetra+. 
 
It was agreed to congratulate the SAUG for what they were doing.  
 

ACTION: The SAUG to test Jdemetra+. 

 

 
 
2.3 New version of Demetra+ user manual (presentation) 
 

Sylwia Grudkovska gave a presentation on the improvements in the new version of 
Demetra+ .Net manual published in November. She explained this manual is a starting 
point to work on the JDemetra+ manual whose first version is expected in April 2013. 
Other members of the SAUG are involved in the tasks.  
 
Some members of the SG suggested having an English wording review of the manual. 
After some discussion it was agreed the SAUG will review the manual (contents and 
English wording) and then the SASG will formally validate it. 
 
ACTIONS:  

 

• Gary Brown volunteered to review the English wording. 

 

•  The SASG to validate the manual after the review. 

 
 

 

 

3.   Points for information           

3.1 E-learning on Seasonal Adjustment 

Pilar Rey del Castillo made a brief presentation of the e-learning tool which is now 
available online. She stressed it was not accessible by the public because the new 
version of the CROS portal – the site where it will be finally located – is not yet finished 
but it probably will be at the beginning of December.    

A member of the SAUG suggested putting it also on the site of Statistics Explained and 
the feasibility of this will be studied. 

ACTION: Eurostat to study the option of publishing the e-learning on Statistics 

Explained. 
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3.2 Status of the QNA handbook revision (presentation) 

Pilar Rey del Castillo reported on the progress of the Task Force on the revision of the 
QNA Handbook. 

 

ACTIONS:  

• Eurostat to make accessible the latest version of the two Chapters 

related to SA in two weeks' time. 

• SASG members to send comments on the two chapters by 15 December. 

 

3.3 Revision of the ESS guidelines on SA (presentation) 

Rosa Ruggeri-Cannata gave a presentation on the task force meeting held on the two 
previous days for the revision of the Guidelines. Finalised draft is expected for the 2nd 
quarter 2013. 

F. Alsuhail proposed to somehow involve NSIs/NCBs in the revision of the guidelines. 
Some discussion followed concerning their participation. F. Alsuhail proposed to present 
to the SA community before the endorsement. 

G. Luigi Mazzi replied that NSIs will be consulted in the ESSC approval, that among other 
things imply consultation at DIME level  

ACTION: The task force to provide the SASG with finalised draft before next 

meeting. 

 

3.4 Handbook on SA (presentation) 

Gian Luigi Mazzi reported on the current situation of the different chapters referring to 
their having a final version, a draft or nothing at all. 

The option of publishing one by one the chapters was discussed but it seems they are 
too much related with each other to make sense.   

ACTIONS:  

• Eurostat to circulate the available drafts. 

• Eurostat to introduce the deadline for all chapters by the end of 2013. 
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4.   Point for discussion: Governance, release and maintenance of Jdemetra+ 

4.1 Proposal for further development, maintenance and support of JDEMETRA+ 

(presentation) 

Mark Boxall presented the document prepared to be presented to ESSC and STC to ask 
for providing budgetary support from within the ESS/ESCB for the future development 
and maintenance of JDemetra+. 

The discussion following this presentation concentrated on these issues: 

• Modifications to the document to be presented to different groups/institutions. R. 
Kirchner and G. Brown asked for a detailed report comparing Jdemetra+ with 
TRAMO/SEATS and X-13ARIMA-SEATS so as the committees may have all the 
information necessary in this respect.  

• Ownership of the JDemetra+ software. J. Palate explained that, although it is legally 
owned by NBB, they decided to make it available for everybody to use and modify. 
The core engines that compute SA are not to be modified but for medium and long 
term there is a necessity to find experts able to maintain the code. Additional 
modules need different expertise but it should not be too difficult to find them. 
These two parts should be maintained separately.  

• Type of organization envisioned to be in charge of the support and maintenance. The 
maintenance of the added modules might be delegated to expert people from NSIs 
and universities. But a strong central committee that takes the decisions is also 
needed.  

• There is a necessity to explain to the community working with SA the advantages of 
JDemetra+. Different ways to do this were suggested: producing a list of big 
institutions moving to its use, preparing a costs /benefits analysis of using it…  

A. Baigorri summarised that there have been big improvements in the last months with 
the software tool. The problem of the future maintenance and support refers to two 
different things with two different dimensions. Now the SASG should proceed step-by-
step to obtain the support from ESSC and STC. The ECB will present the document to 
technical people and then to STC. Eurostat will make a first presentation in December to 
the DIME steering group to create sensitivity and if decided to the plenary DIME in 
February. The ITDG is expected to be consulted in June before going to the ESSC to 
present the SA strategy together with the SA guidelines. 

Andreas Hake proposed to ask for contributions. The maintenance and support can be 
financed or paid by everybody and it is up to the community to decide how. 

ACTIONS: 

• Add a Chapter 0 to the document explaining the advantages and 

disadvantages on the use of JDemetra+. 

 

 

5.   Next steps  
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The next meeting is scheduled for the week starting on June 10, 2013 at ECB 
premises in Frankfurt. 

 


