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1. Approval of the Agenda and the minutes of the previous meeting  

  

Eurostat opened the Seasonal Adjustment Steering Group (SASG) meeting and welcomed 

the new member from the Deutsche Bundesbank.   

  

The SASG approved:  

• the agenda   

• the minutes of the previous meeting.  

  

Eurostat introduced the main goal, i. e. to discuss on the new organisation after the 
launching of a call for proposal to create a Seasonal Adjustment Centre of Competence 

(SACC). He also informed that the e-learning tool on Seasonal Adjustment is publicly 

available1 via the CROS portal site since 30 October.  

  

2. Strategic issues  

2.1 SA tools development: state of play   

  

The National Bank of Belgium (NBB) informed the SASG (Seasonal Adjustment Steering 

Group) about the latest developments on the software tool JDemetra+ (JD+). Some efforts 

have been devoted to the integration in the core engines of recent improvements of the 

original TRAMO/SEATS (T/S) software related to the Automatic Model Identification, new 

approximations for non-decomposable models, a new module for calendarization, etc. The 
Java version of the X12 part has not been reviewed yet; the fixing of bugs and further 

elaborations of the X-12 part will be conducted by the developers from the Deutsche 

Bundesbank (BBk). This work will start in 2014.  

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cros/search/custom-taxonomy/knowledge-repository-general-innovation-

area/seasonal-adjustment/  

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cros/search/custom-taxonomy/knowledge-repository-general-innovation-area/seasonal-adjustment
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cros/search/custom-taxonomy/knowledge-repository-general-innovation-area/seasonal-adjustment
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Other improvements include new graphical displays, temporal disaggregation / 

benchmarking, access to files in SAS format, etc. Lots of corrections of bugs have been 

performed and a new version of the software (1.4) using Java 7 version is being prepared 

to be released for testing by the end of the year. The NBB finished by reporting that they 

have enriched the information about JD+ in the JoinUp site (open source projects site) and 

that they should probably continue like this because they are the ones who know more 

about the issue.  

The discussion centered around the frequency of the release of new versions of the 

software, making it difficult to monitor the testing and being sure about what was being 

tested. NBB clarified that the development releases had been necessary and that the 

versions to be released for user testing are made available on the cros portal. At the end 

of the year a full new version will be released made necessary by the migration to a new 

version of the Java platform. This version (JD+ 1.4) will be made available in December 

2014, and will provide a stable platform for testing.   

There was also a discussion about the tools that have been added to the core libraries 

supporting temporal disaggregation. This functionality is an internal NBB requirement, 

however is considered to be of wider relevance. Eurostat representatives raised the issue 

of the JEcotrim package, which addresses similar user needs, and whether JEcotrim 

functionality should not be incorporated in JD+. The NBB representative pointed out that 

to the best of his knowledge JEcotrim is not yet in the open source domain, and that such 
convergence would thus be difficult to achieve. Eurostat is to follow up, and make available 

the necessary references to the JD+ developers.   

The BBk informed the SASG on the ongoing development with regards the Java version of 

X-11 (filtering) where known issues exist. It is planned that these developments would be 

available for testing by mid 2014.   

Eurostat’s IT Unit explained to the SASG its plans regarding an IT implementation of JD+ 

in Eurostat’s Short-Term Business Statistics (STS) Unit. For the planning of this project a 

concrete timeline about the provision of an official version of JD+ would be very helpful. 

In this context, it was stressed that a coordinated implementation of JD+ in NSIs should 

be targeted, given the indirect seasonal adjustment of euro area and EU STS data.  

  

As a conclusion the SASG discussed a target date for the release of JD+, taking into 

account the testing as well as the necessary developments. Tentatively the target date for 

endorsement by the SASG as official software and release in the public domain would be 

December 2014.  

  

  

2.2 Report from the meeting of a group of users in Paris  

  

A member of the Steering Group from France informed that 11 people representing users 

from 2 National Statistical Institutes (NSIs), 3 National Banks and 2 other institutions 

(WIFO and OECD) met in Paris on 18 October. He explained the group worked in an 
efficient way and most of the tasks of the Seasonal Adjustment User Group (SAUG) to-do 

list related to documentation and other methodological issues have been finished. Now 

they are waiting for the new SACC to begin to run.  

  

A discussion followed on what should be the next things to be tested and on the way of 
organising the testing tasks. It was suggested that the SAUG should not concentrate on 

problems already known by the developers. Rather, areas for useful contribution should 

be clearly identified. Other things that are interesting for NSIs should be tested; for 

instance, how much time it takes to migrate from Demetra+ to JD+.  
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It was proposed that algorithms should be tested and not so much the graphical interface.  

  

The SASG decided:  

 •  that testing should be undertaken on JD+ version 1.4.  

  

2.3 Governance: status of the SACC and new proposal  

  

Eurostat informed about the launching of the call for proposal for the creation of the SACC 

on 22 October. The tasks for the SACC appearing in the proposal follow the agreements 

reached in an informal meeting between Eurostat, the ECB, the NBB and the BBk in July. 
A new proposal for the governance of the seasonal adjustment activities in the ESS was 

presented, taking into account the decision of the NBB and the BBk to jointly conduct the 

development and maintenance of JD+, and also the recent launching of the SACC. The 

plans are based on the expectations on other ESS and ESCB stakeholders to continue 

contributing in a constructive and collaborative way, carrying out tasks according to these 

expectations.   

  

A discussion followed regarding the organisation of the testing tasks. The idea was that it 

should not start from scratch but from the experience of the SAUG. There is a need to 

consider the case where testing would not raise any issues (scenario A) and the case where 

testing would lead to the need of further development (scenario B). The NBB assured that 

everything was ready for testing. Still, it is needed to establish a protocol with well-defined 
criteria for comparisons, i.e. define different scenarios, fix completely the models and 

compare with official software, define what kind of parameters to test.  

  

The SASG decided:  

• that Eurostat should prepare a roadmap for testing, including milestones 

(e.g. a testing protocol) with timelines;  

• that the roadmap should be finalised by means of written consultation of 

the SASG.   

  

  

2.4 Proposal for an interim mandate for the SAUG  

  

As the mandate to the SAUG officially finished by the end of 2013, the proposal of 

governance also included an interim mandate to the SAUG which should remain in force 

until the SACC assumes the responsibilities (which is expected to happen within the first 

six months of 2014).  This mandate is virtually identical to the previous ones issued by the 

SASG.  

  

The SASG decided:  

 •  to approve the interim mandate of the SAUG.  

  

  

3. REPORTS            

3.1 Revision of the Guidelines on Seasonal Adjustment  

  

Eurostat informed about the new version of the Guidelines provided for the meeting has 

just minor changes regarding the version presented at the last meeting of the Steering 

Group in June, and that it includes most of the suggestions proposed.  

  

Some members stressed they have not had enough time to evaluate the new version. For 

the Guidelines to be endorsed by the SASG before coming to the DIME and the ESS 

Committee they should have more time.   
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Some problems in understanding the proposal of the Guidelines for dealing with break 

points and revisions were reported. But there is also a price for waiting in publishing them. 
On the other hand, there is a reluctance to recommend a software tool, JD+, as appearing 

in the Guidelines, which is not ready for production. It was stressed it should be better to 

not mix the Guidelines and the software JD+ because there are lot of recommendations in 

the Guidelines still not implemented in the software, such as obtaining a metadata 

template.  

      

The SASG decided that Eurostat should:  

• launch a written consultation of the SASG on the guidelines (with the 

understanding that only changes in relation to the document already 

reviewed and commented upon would be in scope of the consultation);  

• finalise the guidelines based on the input received during the written 

consultation;  

• and submit the finalised guidelines to the DIME meeting in March 2014 

(for an opinion towards the ESSC).  

  

3.2 Handbook on Seasonal Adjustment  

  

Eurostat reported on the progress of the Handbook. The chapter on Trading Days is going 

to be completed after the presentation of the first part in Montreal in July. There are some 

comments concerning few chapters and the plans are to deliver a second group of chapters 

before next SASG meeting. The aim is to finalise all chapters by the end of 2014.  

  

There was a question about a chapter where the European view was not well reflected. It 

was replied that the chapter has some disclaimers about the proposed use of trend-cycle 

data.    

  

3.3 JDemetra+ and Demetra+ user manuals  

  

The National Bank of Poland informed that the final version of the Demetra+ manual is 

available on the CROS portal. It includes some remarks and clarifications on seasonality 
tests. The English wording has been reviewed. Following a suggestion of the Census 

Bureau, it is intended to have a final review by a technical editor. It was also reported that 

the first version of the JD+ manual is available on the CROS portal but is it incomplete, 

refers to the old version and must be improved.  

  

Some help was offered from the ECB for the review, if work load allows them to do so. In 

any case, the documentation should not include the structural models and other complex 

things because they are not part of the core engines. A contribution for reviewing the 

documentation for X12 and other parts was offered by the BBk.  

  

Some members of the group expressed their concerns for the manuals being too long. It 

was agreed that these manuals serve the purpose of complete and detailed descriptions 

while offering a short introduction is a different objective that should be assisted by other 

tools such as the e-learning.    

  

3.4 ESTP courses on SA   

  

Eurostat gave a presentation on the last training provided, one course for beginners in the 
first half of the year and another for advanced users in the second, as usual. The 
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participants come from three groups: EU and Efta countries, organisations such as ECB, 

UN, AU and OCSE, and other countries such as Mexico and South Korea. JD+ version is 

used in practices in the advanced course. It was also reported that the demand is more 

than double and that they are only accepting one applicant per country.   

  

  

4.   Next steps   

  

The SASG decided that:  

• the next meeting of the SASG should be held in June 2014, at ECB premises 

in Frankfurt.  

  

A member from the BBk informed it was his last meeting because he has changed his 
position in the BBk. It was also the last meeting for the Head of Unit B1 in Eurostat and 

he presented the person who will substitute him from January 2014.  

   

  


