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Minutes from the National Accounts expert meeting on core 
economic and employment variables at DESTATIS, Wiesbaden 1st of 
October 2013 
 
Participants 
Joachim Weisbrod, DESTATIS (Chair) 

Birgitta Mannfelt, SCB 

Birgitta Magnusson Wärmark, SCB 

Andreas Lennmalm, SCB 

Orla McCarthy, CSO  

Iljen Dedegkajeva, SE 

Simona Peceli, SORS 

Norbert Räth, DESTATIS 

Stephan Lüken, DESTATIS  

Stefan Hauf, DESTATIS 

Björn Witting, DESTATIS 

Mirjam Weber, DESTATIS  

Mantas Panagiotis, ELSTAT 

Francesca Tartamella, ISTAT 

Hans-Eduard Hauser, Eurostat  

 
Joachim Weisbrod (DESTATIS) welcomed the participants in the Federal 
Statistical Office in Wiesbaden and thanked them for their participation. 
 
Adoption of agenda 
Sweden proposed slight changes in the agenda. After the introduction to 
the ESSnet work, the presentation on the core economic and 
employment variables and the presentation of the National Accounts (NA) 
needs by SE there should be a discussion about every single variable in 
detail, to combine the presentation of the variable, the proposals of the 
ESSnet and the discussion with the NA Experts. 
The new agenda was adopted. 
 
Introduction to the work of ESSnet Consistency – WP3 
As coordinator of the Work Package 3, Birgitta Mannfelt presented the 
Project of the ESSnet Consistency, especially the present state of the 
work of work package 3 (WP3), which analyses the variables and their 
definitions in business and trade related statistics with regard on 
consistency. She explained the overall objectives and the expected 
results, especially those of Work Package 3. She also emphasized the 
importance of taking into account the NA demands as an important 
internal user of business statistics The ESSnet will be finished in 
December 2013. At that time the proposals should be completed, 
discussed and presented to Eurostat. 
The objective of the meeting is to discuss the already existing proposals 
for changes in definitions from WP3 and from the ESSnet Admin Data 
and the most important NA issues regarding the variables and their 
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definitions with a group of NA experts. The results expected were to 
understand the needs of NA concerning the consistency work of WP 3. 
 
Presentation on core economic and employment variables and 
inconsistencies found in the inventory of Business statistics 
Björn Witting presented the most important results of the ESSnet work up 
to now. The presentation started with the challenges to business statistics 
and the demand for business and trade-related statistics to change from 
the stove-pipe-approach to a systematic approach. He gave an overview 
over the both perspectives of inconsistency, the vertical and horizontal 
perspective and explained the theoretical concept of a definition and the 
different parts that were examined by WP3. He then presented first 
results from the inventory regarding inconsistency in several variables 
and the overall perspective. There are often high inconsistencies 
because of specific differences in the variable (production value in SBS 
vs. production index in STS which measures slightly different 
phenomena’s; comparison between business survey and household 
survey). The members of WP3 are now working on the comparison with 
other ESSnets, NA, IFRS/IAS and recommendations of other European 
working groups. 
It was discussed how the results from the ESSnets fit with the proposals 
already implemented in the domain statistics in the recent years. One 
reason of confusion is that similar topics are discussed in parallel in many 
groups and there it is difficult to keep an overview over the present state 
of the art. The difference between the general discussion in the domains 
and the ESSnets is, that the ESSnets are working on improvements of 
the European statistical system (ESS) and future steps, while the 
domains only work for improvements (e.g. reduction of costs and 
response burden) in the specific domains. 
NA and Business Statistics have different approaches to handle 
inconsistency. DE argued that the NA has a good possibility to handle 
horizontal inconsistency by choosing the most fitting data source. From 
the perspective of the MEETS program one target is however to reduce 
redundancy (which is a wish from the vision). Therefore the ESSnet on 
consistency is trying to ameliorate inconsistency within a system of 
interconnected business statistics. 
The chair summarized the discussion and emphasized the importance of 
metadata for the production of consistent statistics because only they 
could give us information what is the best source for a certain variable. If 
the data used is well known it can be used for several purposes. 
 
Presentation Report on the results of the ESSnet Admin Data 
Joachim Weisbrod presented the proposals from the ESSnet Admin 
Data. The MEETS project consists of many ESSnets, with the ESSnet 
Consistency in the core. The targets of the different ESSnets are 
interdependent so that there is a need for co-ordination of their proposals. 
Targets and expected results of the ESSnet Admin Data were presented, 
because they are also relevant for the proposals of changes of definitions 
which have to be developed by WP3. Before developing the final 
proposals for changes of variables and definitions it is essential to take 
notice of the assessment of the proposed changes by important users as 
the NA. 
The definition of variables is mainly influenced by the availability of 
sources and the different (internal and external) user demands. The 
ESSnet Admin Data also takes into account that statisticians will only get 
high quality data from the enterprises if the variables could be identified in 
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the accounting system of the enterprises. The ESSnet examined 13 
variables, primary and composite variables. They compared definitions in 
SBS, IFRS/IAS and the 4th Accounting Directive (Fourth Council Directive 

78/660/EEC of 25 July 1978). 
An overview over all variables shows that the terminology in Accounting 
Standards is very different; often there is no equivalent in IASI/IFRS for 
the SBS variables. Nevertheless the identification of the SBS Variables in 
the Accounting Standards should be tried as good as possible. 
For the following variables the ESSnet made proposals: 

- Turnover: The proposal is to exclude excise duties from turnover 

in SBS. 

- Total purchase of goods and services: no changes in definitions 

are proposed but more explanations of exclusions and inclusions 

are necessary. 

- Changes of stocks and services purchased for resale: no change 

in definition is proposed but the reference of SBS definition to the 

accounting system should be more precise. 

- Personnel costs, wages and salaries, social security costs: the 

definition should be amended, an inclusion of more explanations 

an employee benefits categories and treatment of share-based 

payments. 

IT stated that it is not always clear which payments are part of the 
personnel costs (for all persons employed (including agency worker e.g.). 
The problem is that the accounting standards are not used by all 
enterprises (problem of small enterprises) and it has to be discussed 
which kind of employment definition should be used in SBS. NA of DE 
mentioned that there are generally no huge differences between SBS and 
NA employment. The NA has a very broad definition of employment. An 
important question would be how the marginal employment forms are 
included in business statistics. This question has to be discussed with the 
partners responsible for employment variables. 
 
Presentation on inventory of national accounts needs and 
discussion 
The NA Experts from SE presented their approach in examining the 
different variables. 
The Swedish SBS is based on a number of different surveys as well as 
administrative data (e.g. Prodcom, Energy Survey also, food statistics, 
etc.). In NA, coherence and coverage are of utmost importance. They 
gave examples of some transformations that are made with the SBS data 
to fit to the SNA definitions. They also presented the definitions of the 
variables Production value and intermediate consumption, several special 
cases and problems they have to solve. 
Additionally, they showed NA problems caused by the lack of coherent 
variables for value-added (no production value collected but only 
turnover, no information on intermediate consumption, the vat-register 
can be used but it can include other transactions, e.g. sales of 
inventories). 
The problems described by SE were similar to the problems that appear 
in DE. Resolutions for these have to be found by every country according 
to its special system of data collection. But it was also stated that, when 
every country does something different, it will be very difficult to find out 
when two figures are comparable. The NA experts explained that it is 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31978L0660:EN:NOT
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necessary to have comparable output and to harmonize it in the end, it 
does not matter how it was produced or transformed. The very detailed 
controlling system from Eurostat proofs that the data is comparable. 
IT pointed out that sometimes the SBS definitions are the same but the 
results are different and inconsistencies could not be due to definitions. It 
is therefore important to stay in contact with the different domains to find 
these differences. It has also been stated that it is very important to know 
what the companies report and that the book keeping rules are 
comparable. Therefore the accounting standards play an important role. 
The discussion led to the conclusion that the actual system is working 
well for the NA, but the harmonization of the variables could be 
necessary to produce consistent data in the business statistics itself. It 
was also recognised that every survey has a special analytical purpose. If 
there are differences it is important to find out why they exist and to 
explain it to the users. From the perspective of WP3, consistency 
between related variables should be looked at as the normal case and 
inconsistencies have to be proved. Furthermore, NA often needs 
information on a more detailed level than what is collected and especially 
if more admin data will be used in the future this has to be handled 
somehow. There is a potential for improvements to get better consistency 
between Business Statistics and National Accounts. It was agreed that it 
would be good to have same definitions in different domains, when it is 
possible and when there is nothing that stands against this.   
If it is possible to have the same definition, this should be the preferable 
case. Furthermore, the proposals should be kept as closely as possible to 
the accounting standards. 
 
Discussion on core variables 
The discussion started with the economic variables. 
Turnover 
Turnover as such is not recognized in NA but since the Production value 
is based on Turnover the definition of this variable is also important for 
NA. 
Proposal: 

- Exclusion of the excise duties and subsidies from Turnover in all 

domains of business statistics. 

It was argued that subsidies should be excluded, even though the 
inclusion of subsidies on product would be good. It seems to be better to 
exclude them, when you don’t know what you get by asking after it. 
From the NA perspective merchanting should be surveyed separately in 
Turnover (also part of Production Value). 
Production value 
Sweden commented that STS (production index) does not deduct 
intermediate consumption, therefore it measures production. 
In NA merchanting is part of the production value and SBS should be 
clearer on how to treats these transactions. 
Other than this there were no specific proposals made, but it was 
emphasized that it is important, that the target of what should be 
measured by every variable is explained in the definition. 
Total purchases of goods and services 
NA uses the term Intermediate consumption for almost the same 
variable; the major difference is that the variable ‘purchases of goods for 
resale’ is not part of intermediate consumption in NA. An adjustment of 
name between NA and Business Statistics looks not very reasonable, 
because of the differences that do exists between the two variables. 
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Purchases of goods and services purchased for resale 
No changes were proposed. 
Changes in stocks of goods and services 
No changes were proposed. 
Personnel Costs 
It was discussed that the SBS definition is suitable for NA; but personnel 
costs and wages and salaries do not match exactly to what NA needs. 
 
Proposals:  

- Personnel Costs could be more elaborated in SBS. The definition 

should include more explanations on the employee benefits 

categories and the treatment of share-based payments. 

- The LCS definition is harmonized with the NA definition and the 

aim for SBS would be to be use the same definition. This 

corresponds to the proposals made by WP3. 

Gross investment in tangible goods 
Proposals:  

- The value of land should be asked for separately. 

Number of persons employed 
No changes were proposed. However, the variable persons employed 
corresponds in the SBS to the variable jobs according to NA and not 
employed persons. Proposals to clarify this issue could be relevant.  
Hours worked 
No changes were proposed. 
Next steps 
The Minutes will be sent out for comment. The presentations of the 
meeting are annexed to the minutes. As a result of the discussion and 
from the paper sent out before this meeting WP3 will add a section about 
the NA needs to their “Evaluation and Assessment Report”. The section 
will be sent to this group for comments. Final steps of the project will be a 
workshop in November in Stockholm and the final report in December. 
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