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Main issues in Seasonal Adjustment guidelines 
implementation 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Background 
 

The guidelines on SA have been endorsed in 2008 covering all the key steps of the seasonal 
and calendar adjustment process and representing an important step towards the 
harmonisation of seasonal and calendar adjustment practices within the European Statistical 
system (ESS).  

The Eurostat-ECB Seasonal Adjustment Steering Group (SASG) is the high level group of 
experts in charge of the coordination of the SA activities in National Statistical Institutes 
(NSIs) and National Central Banks (NCBs) and reporting to the Statistical Programme 
Committee (SPC) and the Committee for Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments 
Statistics (CMFB). The SASG mandate includes the promotion and monitoring of the 
implementation of the SA guidelines in Member States and the development of a coordinated 
activity for testing and analysing existing and new SA tools.  

It has been almost one year since the last meeting held on 7 July 2010 and there are some 
relevant issues to be discussed and studied. 

 

 

2. SA guidelines as a methodological standard  

In November 2010, Eurostat and Statistics Hungary carried out a survey on the awareness and 
use of methodological standards in the ESS. Questionnaires were sent to Directors of 
Methodology in NSIs and answers were meant to be representative of the use of the standard 
across statistical domains.  Among the 20 NSIs which responded to the questionnaire, the ESS 
guidelines on SA is ranked first both as the best known and as the most used ESS standard.  
The survey did not aim to collect detailed information at domain level and on the detailed 
aspects of the use of the standards. A more detailed account on this survey can be found at 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/6524952/Suvey+about+the+u
se+of+methodological+standards.pdf .   

Similarly, the discussions at the last Eurostat-ECB workshop on ESS SA guidelines in July 
2010 give evidence that the guidelines are used as a benchmark for national practices 
improvement plan.  

In January 2011, Eurostat reported to the Principal European Economic Indicators (PEEIs) 
Steering Group on the long term strategy for the PEEIs to be elaborated in the 2011 Status 
Report on Information Requirements in the Economic and Monetary Union  (EMU). 
Referring to the need to reduce the uncertainties for policymaking, the report calls for more 
harmonization concerning the methodological and production aspects of different PEEIs and 



thus more coherent signals to be provided by the different statistics. In line with the vision on 
the modern methods for production of statistics more harmonized horizontal approaches 
should be used in particular for seasonal and calendar day adjustments, revision policies, rapid 
estimates or the compilation of European aggregates. It is advocated that the 
recommendations of the guidelines should be applied in a harmonized way across statistical 
domains and between the Member States. 

The SASG has constantly promoted a soft approach of SA guidelines implementation through 
tool development and training.  This approach remains relevant and should be pursued.  

The issue of the status of methodological standard (including SA guidelines) will be reviewed 
by the newly created Sponsorship on Standardisation.  In this context SA guidelines are very 
often used as a model. Given the context of further standardisation and industrialisation of 
ESS process, it could be interesting to carry out a comprehensive review of the 
implementation of the SA guidelines. 

 

3. Quarterly National Account (QNA) handbook revision 

Since the Handbook on Quarterly National Accounts (QNA Handbook) was published in 
1999 there have been a number of developments concerning the compilation and publication 
of quarterly national accounts in the European Union. The Quarterly National Accounts Task 
Force, created to update the QNA Handbook, has held its first meeting on 16, 17 May 2011.  

The general approach to updating the handbook has been taken. The old handbook has much 
material that can be found elsewhere and is too long. The updated handbook should focus on 
addressing issues peculiar to QNA, and which are not dealt with elsewhere.  

Chapter 7 of the handbook describes methods for estimating national accounts variables with, 
or without, quarterly indicators, using mathematical models of varying sophistication.  These 
models may ensure consistency with the annual data. The annex to this chapter will be 
updated by Unit B2 to reflect recent developments made in the new version of ECOTRIM. 

Part IV of the Handbook comprises two chapters on seasonal adjustment: Chapter 8: The 
seasonal component in the aggregates and Chapter 9: Towards a convergence of seasonal 
adjustment methods. Unit B2 will also take care of preparing the text for the annexes of these 
chapters.  

 

 

4. SA in times of crisis 

The assumption that Seasonality does not change on a short period and is not impacted by the 
crisis was debated intensively on the SA guidelines Workshop celebrated on July 2010. Most 
of current practices seem to work under this assumption. 

One of the main points for the last SASG meeting was a call for the creation of a task force to 
clarify the identification and treatment of outliers, especially in times of strong economic 
changes. 

 

 

 



5. Training 

An introductory course on SA and Demetra+ has been successfully held on May 2011 on 
Eurostat premises. 

The next training course on the agenda is scheduled on November also in Eurostat.  The 
course is addressing advanced users.  Drawing on the success of the previous course, it is 
planned to cover advanced aspects of the SA guidelines with Demetra+.  

Eurostat has assessed the feasibility of e-learning for Demetra+ and a call for tender has 
recently been launched to support the development of a 5-6 hours course. The objective is to 
provide as an e-learning tool most of the material used in the different training.  It will cover 
the basics of SA, an introduction to the guidelines and another to their implementation with 
Demetra+. 

The long term tendency for the training is thus to promote coherently implementation of the 
guidelines through the use of Demetra+.  The need for specific training around of native 
engines and tools should be reassessed. It would aim at maintaining high level expertise in the 
ESS around this engines allowing for future development in the context of common 
development. There could be opportunity to support advanced course on Tramo/Seats and 
possibly X12 in cooperation with interested NSIs on top on the main programme course using 
exclusively Demetra+. 

 

 

6. Next workshop 

In 2008 the SASG agreed in promoting the guidelines and fostering their implementations 
through seminars, workshops, presentations and training.   

Until now two meetings have been delivered under the format of workshops in 2009 and 
2010. The aim of these workshops is to share practices and knowledge referring to the 
implementation of the guidelines. They try to be a free forum of discussion rather than a 
conference, looking for an active involvement of participants and making easier the exchange 
between experts and process managers.  

The next workshop is scheduled to take place at the end of 2011 in Eurostat.  Demetra+ 
should be the main focus.  Given Demetra+ is now publicly available, it would be interesting 
to open the workshop to a wider community and to new techniques as well.  Three main 
topics can be envisaged: Demetra+ and software development in SA, the use of Demetra+ and 
the guidelines, and the new techniques for SA. 

 

 

7. Next steps 

Given the time since the previous SASG meeting, significant progresses have been made in 
different areas and the next steps must be accordingly updated. 
 
First thing is a reflection about the convenience of new guidelines on SA taking into account 
the experience with the recent dissemination of guidelines on revisions having a much more 
direct approach.  
 



An important event has been the release of the Demetra+ software in March 2011. Now it can 
be freely downloaded from the Collaboration between Researchers and Official Statisticians 
(CROS) web site.  
In agreement with the SASG in 2010, a call for proposals was launched in order to develop a 
complete Java version of the Demetra+ available in Open Source for public access and 
allowing its portability on any platform. The first implementation will be available in 
November 2011. It has also recently been launched another call to continue the 
implementation of the elements of the core engines that were not covered in the current 
version, to continue debugging the software and to allow to develop in the software additional 
modules in line with the SA guidelines.  
The strategy to follow with the Java version in order to be tested and released should be 
considered. This can include the scheduling of new meetings for the developers group (being 
the last one held on April 2010) and the SA User Testing Group (SAUG) which have met on 
June 22. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


