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Within the Egyptian context slums have been

known as ‘Ashwaiyyat’, which literally means

‘disordered’ or ‘haphazard’. It refers to informal

areas or settlements suffering from problems of

accessibility, narrow streets, the absence of vacant

land and open spaces, very high residential

densities, and insufficient infrastructure and

services.

In 2008 a rock fell from the cliff of the

Moqattam Mountain onto the houses of Al-

Duwika, an area of Manshiet Nasser, killing at

least 108 people. This is an example of such

catastrophic consequence that threats to the

harmony of the society, in which classified it as

unsecure zone or unsafe area that characterized

by posing risks to life.

The study uses an analytical

procedure of Geographic

Information System or GIS data
that use geographic location as a

reference for each database record

and can be very powerful within

cities for identifying spatial growth

patterns, slum locations and by using

analytical procedure of joining and

relating data through attribute tables

to show the demographic indicators

through spatial data maps.

The dark grey areas represent some

locations of the informal settlements

in GCR in which Cairo, AL-Giza

and EL-Qalubia governorates appear

in the map.

Mansheiet Nasser qism or district,

which has been developed around a

core of garbage collectors relocated

to the area by the government in the

1960s. The dark grey areas are those

informal settlements built on desert

lands or on formerly state-owned

desert land shown on the map .

The study aims to understand well the magnitude of the

problem by many steps as following:Focusing on the informal

settlements in Greater Cairo Region GCR that takes many

forms and types.

•Determine the major demographic characteristics of dwellers

residing in these informal settlements concerning Al-Duwika

zone as a case study.

•Evaluating the role of governmental programs and agencies in

solving the problems of these informal settlements and

suggesting some solutions or strategies for reducing it.

According to the survey done by concerning slums or informal areas 2009-

2011 and by using analytical procedure intending to investigate some demographic

indicators as Illiteracy status, Employment status, high dependency ratio and Marital

status for dwellers who reside in these area are shown in number of buildings through

spatial data maps above in next section, the gradation of colors represent the densities of

people in buildings.

Analyzing of data revealed that the informal

settlements differ from any other areas with

respect to their age structure, educational level,

marital status, occupational composition and

it’s economically active population.

is a major feature that informal

settlements can be characterized with a high

percentage of illiterate population and coupled

with low employment status for those who

considered being the economical active

population.

is particularly widespread among

households with high dependency ratios and these
household headed by illiterate, unemployed,
underemployed or low-skilled workers.

The is certainly attributed to the

differences in the function of fertility and mortality
in these areas besides the effect of in-migration.
Although in-migration is predominately single
males, but they tend to marry shortly after settling
in the area or bring their families from place of
origin.

There is a substantiated direction for the relation between

, and educated persons are

unlikely to get married because we suggest that the problem of
unemployment in these areas is widespread among the relatively

educated ones not for illiterate people. all

properties in Al-Duwika zone are the result of squatting on state land
properties contain about 1424 households residing in this zone. All
households in Al-Duwika zone, 42% are “renters” and 58 %
“owners”.

•The inefficiency of its systems,

especially infrastructure, public services,

and transport.

•A complex set of institutional

arrangements that fragment

responsibilities and constrain an efficient

service delivery mechanism.

•Accessibility and traffic into and within

informal settlements are frequently

miserable.

Nowadays the government Announced

of allocating billion Egyptian pounds

for the implementation of developing

Al-Duwika Zone as first stage of

planning where it has been classified as

one of the most zones posing risks to life

for being located in a hazardous zone

and also one of most deprived and

poorest zone.


