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1. INTRODUCTION 

In today’s increasingly complex and interconnected world, indicators constitute an essential 

resource for statistical data users, among others, policy-makers and the general public. With 

more focus on in-depth and fact-based comparisons and benchmarks while creating national 

and supra national policies, statistics and especially indicators are useful as a way of 

representing reality. By providing support in making evidence-based decisions and 

comparisons between policies and programmes, countries and regions, indicators contribute to 

better perception of changing socio-economic reality, objective performance measurement, 

increased transparency and accountability.[1] Nowadays, indicators are a powerful way of 

communicating information, and also a guidance for achieving desired goals. 

2. MAIN OBJECT 

2.1. The STRATEG system – a platform for communicating with indicators 

In the face of growing importance of indicators in many areas, the Central Statistical Office of 

Poland is trying to address the challenge of developing and permanently implementing the 

concept of communicating with indicators into the activities of official statistics. With the aim 

to enrich communication services, the STRATEG system has been created and developed 

steadily as a system which perfectly fits with this concept. It is an innovative database 

application dedicated particularly to users engaged in monitoring cohesion policy as well as 

country and regional development. The system integrates indicators derived from different 

sources (statistical and non-statistical), offering the opportunity to present data in visually-

attractive forms (charts, maps, reports), which considerably facilitate the process of data 

analysis.  

2.2. Metadata – indicator profiles 

With the aim of enhancing communication with users, detailed indicator profiles were 

prepared for resources gathered in the STRATEG system, presenting a set of useful 

information, inter alia: 

 indicator name with its alternative name(s) used in the strategy or programme, 

 strategic/programme documents with targets for monitoring, 

 theme category to which an indicator belongs, 

 indicator’s description, 

 overall methodological explanation, 

 data source and data availability, 

 available variables (age group, years, sex, urban/rural areas), 

 territorial level of availability (the European Union (EU-27 and EU-28) and 

Member States, country level, lower spatial aggregation levels, functional areas), 

 remarks concerning any changes (including methodological ones) having influence 

on the time series continuity. 
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While preparing indicator profiles, official materials and publications not only of the CSO but 

also of other foreign institutions such as the Eurostat, World Bank or OECD were used as the 

main information and methodological source. 

 

 

Figure 1. Screenshot of the indicator profile from the STRATEG system 

(strateg.stat.gov.pl) 

Apart from a wide set of indicators concerning various disciplines (e.g. national accounts, 

labour market, territorial cohesion, social capital) including methodological information, 

definitions and interpretational guidelines, STRATEG collects a range of analytical reports, 

statistical publications (national and regional) and short analytical comments on current socio-

economic situation and trends concerning a given subject. The above mentioned 

functionalities, characterized by clarity, simplicity and open accessibility, constitute 

significant support while conducting analytical works.  

Indicators gathered in the STRATEG database, besides facilitating measurement of progress 

against objectives, play an important role in communication. Such way of communicating 

information to the general public, allow them to monitor different aspects of public life and 

economy, thereby to look critically at undertaken activities and predict their possible effects.  

3. PLANS FOR THE FUTURE – INDICATOR INTERPRETATION GUIDE 

The examination of indicators as a knowledge practice requires explications of the 

methodological and analytical boundaries. In the constantly expanding “world of 

indicators”[2], it is important to enrich critical reflections on indicators by positioning various 

professional methodological commitments.  

To fulfill the aforementioned aim, subsequent development stages of communicating with 

indicators via STRATEG involve preparation of indicator interpretation guide that will serve 

our users as navigation through the jungle of information available. Being aware that 
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statistical indicators of all kinds represent a methodological challenge, the manual serving as 

guidelines on key indicators of development monitoring will give a general understanding and 

scientific definition, clear descriptions facilitating analysis and interpretation of statistical 

measures, explanation of possible consequences or implications as well as reference to the 

source of information and suggested further reading.  

Thanks to the signposts marking the way, it will allow users in-depth comprehension of 

indicators, among others, by explaining the purpose of measurement, way of use and possible 

interpretations. Despite some potential limitations in the use of indicators, i.e. dependence on 

the context, serving precise purposes or misleading interpretation of results, they provide 

input in global, national and local policies by translating often intangible, abstract objectives 

into measurable targets against which progress and achievements can be monitored. 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

By creation and launch of the STRATEG system, the Central Statistical Office of Poland has 

made a further step towards communicating information via indicators. STRATEG is not only 

a comprehensive tool providing information on the programming and monitoring of the 

development progress, in particular for representatives of government authorities engaged in 

the process of tracking the implementation of the development goals set at various 

management levels, but foremost a good example of effective communication with various 

groups of users. 

A wide set of indicators from various areas gathered in the system is perceived as a very 

useful way of communicating information, among others, by providing warning signals, 

revealing trends and simplifying complex socio-economic phenomena, and thus helping users 

to diagnose the current situation, improve ability to take appropriate actions and provide 

assessment of performance or progress towards established objectives.  
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