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The beyond GDP debate 

Increasing discussion over the last decade 

  

Problem is how much does the economic activity measure individual well-being 

and societal progress?  

  

Not a new topic:  

In 1968, in his famous campaign speech, Robert F. Kennedy declared:  

  

“The Gross National Product does not allow for the health of our children, the 

quality of their education, or the joy of their play. It does not include the beauty of 

our poetry or the strength of our marriages, the intelligence of our public debate 

or the integrity of our public officials. It measures neither our wit nor our courage, 

neither our wisdom nor our learning, neither our compassion nor our devotion to 

our country; it measures everything, in short, except that which makes life 

worthwhile.” 

 

However we could argue whether it is still an up to date theme at the light of the 

current economic crises 
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The beyond GDP debate: some important initiatives 

 

 • OECD initiatives 

World Forums in Palermo in 2004, Istanbul in 2007, Busan in 2009 and New 

Delhi in 2012 

Handbooks and Guidelines 

 

• The Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi Commission 

In 2008, the then French President Sarkozy launched the Commission on the 

Measurement of Economic Performance and Social Progress  

The Commission stressed the necessity to move the attention from measuring 

economic production to measuring individual well-being, thereby identifying the limits of 

GDP as an indicator of economic performance and societal progress 
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• The Sponsorship Group on ‘Measuring Progress, Well-being 

and Sustainable Development’ 

 

Established in 2009, by the European Statistical System Committee, with the aim 

of translating the recommendations of the Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi Commission into 

concrete actions in charge of NSIs 

 

Final report (ESS, 2011): the Sponsorship Group outlined a strategy to develop 

statistical information to meet the Stiglitz’s Commission recommendations, 

pointing out the development of better statistics related to:  

 1) household perspective and distributional aspects of income, 

 consumption and wealth;  

 2) multidimensional measures of quality of life;  

 3) environmental sustainability. 

The beyond GDP debate: some important initiatives 
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The SSF Report: measures and actions 

 

 Wellbeing is a multidimensional concept which changes according to 

time, places and cultures. 

The identification of dimensions and indicators to measure such a 

concept is always an exercise that reflects norms, values and priorities 

of those who participate in the selection process 

 

“What we measure affects what we do”  

Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi report 
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The SSF Report: well-being and sustainability 

current well-being  

• economic resources, such as income,  

• non-economic aspects of peoples’ life (what people do and what 

they can do, how they feel, and the natural environment they live 

in) 

 

sustainability,  

• whether current WB can last over time 

• whether these levels of well-being can be sustained over time 

depends on whether stocks of capital that matter for our lives 

(natural, physical, human, social) are passed on to future 

generations. 
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The SSF Report: key messages 

• Political leaders 

“In this time of crises, when new political narratives are 

necessary to identify where our societies should go, the report 

advocates a shift of emphasis from a “production-

oriented” measurement system to one focused on the 

well-being of current and future generations, i.e. toward 

broader measures of social progress.” 

Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi report 

• Need for better statistics, more investments, identify gaps 

“Reliable quantitative information does not grow on trees” 

Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi report 

• Need for a better understanding and better use of statistics 

“Information is a public good; the more we are informed about what 

is happening in our society, the better will our democracies be able 

to function.” 

Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi report 
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The SSF Report: key messages 

Three areas: Classical GDP issues, Quality of life and Sustainability.  

 
• Shift emphasis from measuring economic production to measuring people’s 

well-being. 

 

• Measuring WB calls for a multidimensional approach (identifying 8 dimensions 

to be considered simultaneously) 

 

o Objective and subjective dimensions of well-being are both important  

 

• Measuring sustainability poses several challenges:  

 “By its very nature, sustainability involves the future and its assessment 

 involves many assumptions and normative choices”. 

  

o Use of a well-identified dashboard of indicators 
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The SSF Report: measuring well-being 

 

 Dimensions to be considered simultaneously: 

 Material living standards (income, consumption and wealth); 

 Health; 

 Education; 

 Personal activities including work 

 Political voice and governance;  

 Social connections and relationships; 

 Environment (present and future conditions); 

 Insecurity, of an economic as well as a physical nature 
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• The OECD better life initiative 

Recent notable bottom-up approach initiative that led to the Better Life Index. The tool 

is designed to invite users to visualise and compare some of the key factors – like 

education, housing, environment – that contribute to well-being in OECD countries. The 

aim is to allow understanding what drives well-being of people and nations and what 

needs to be done to achieve greater progress for all.  

 

• The Italian “BES” initiative 

CNEL -ISTAT initiative for measuring Equitable and Sustainable Well-being in Italy.  

Deliberative process for the definition of a theoretical framework for the measurement 

of well-being and the selection of the indicators which are composing it.  

The selection of indicators has been done through the dialogue between a scientific 

commission of experts, a national steering committee with entrepreneurs, unions and 

the civil society at large, supported by public meetings, a national survey, a blog and an 

online questionnaire. Thus the set of indicators is the result of a co-established 

decision by the Italian society at large. 

  

The beyond GDP debate: bottom-up approach 



e-Frame Summer School: GDP and Beyond 

The Italian BES initiative -  A shared approach: deliberation 

and legitimacy 

Statistical information, in order to be followed by political action, needs to 

have a certain degree of legitimacy 

 

In Italy we adopted a complex approach to share all decision at every steps 

not only with the experts but with the civil society at large.  

 

A legitimate decision does not represent everyone’s will, but stems from 

everyone’s deliberation. 

Manin 1987 
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The Italian BES initiative 

The project will produce a dashboard of indicators able to provide a shared view of 

the progress of the Italian society. It is built on:  

 Steering Committee: with the participation of 33 stakeholders (CNEL 

representatives, NGO networks, women / consumers / environmental 

organizations) and Istat experts, to identify the domains and to agree on the final 

list of indicators 

 Scientific Commission: with the participation of 80 experts in different fields, to 

select indicators for each domain.  

 Public consultation: 

 National survey 

 Online survey 

 Blog 

 Regional meetings 



BES: a complex approach 
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The Italian BES initiative: key domains 
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• A lot of initiatives have been launched 

At a national, regional, supranational level 

Involvement of European institutions (Eurostat, the EU Commission) 

Involvement of National Statistical Institutes but also of local administrations  

 

 

• Need to streamline on-going activities and results 

   

  

The beyond GDP debate: summarising 



e-Frame: 

European Framework for Measuring Progress  

 
Funding scheme: Coordination and support actions 

(Coordinating actions)  

 

Project Number: G.A. no. 290520  

 

Duration: 1 January 2012 – 30 June 2014  

 

EU Financial Contribution: EUR 1,495,065.00  

 

Funded by: European Commission, DG Research and 

Innovation, Theme 8, Socio-economic Sciences and 

Humanities  

 

Scientific Officer: Ms Marianne Paasi, European 

Commission, DG Research and Innovation  

 

Consortium of 19 partners: NSIs, Academia, 

Research Institutes,  Civil Society organisations, and 

OECD 

 

Co-chaired by Istat and Statistics Netherlands 

e-Frame Project 



e-Frame 

International Organisation   
 

OECD 

Social and Policy Analysis Research  tank 
 

Centre for Financial and Monetary Research of Romanian 

Academy (RO) 

Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei (IT) 

Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences (DE) 

Observatoire Français de Conjonctures Economiques (FR) 

Zentrum für Europäische Wirtschaftsforschung (DE) 

Civil Society Organisation tank 
 

The Young Foundation (UK) 

The New Economics Foundation (UK) 

Statistical Information Producers tank 
 

Italian National Institute of Statistics (IT) 

Statistics Netherlands (NL) 

Office for National Statistics (UK) 

Institut National de la Statistique et des Études Économiques (FR) 

Academic Research tank 
 

Università Politecnica delle Marche, Ancona (IT) 

University of Birmingham (UK) 

University of Groningen (NL) 

University of Trier (DE) 

Università di Pisa (IT) 

Università  di Siena (IT) 

Maastricht University (NL) 
 

Consortium 

4 NSIs 

7 Universities 

5 Research Centers 

e-Frame Consortium 



e- Frame general objectives 

1. Stocktaking of available results and of on going research activities 

on the measurement of well-being and societal progress, including 

issues of sustainability and social as well as human capital; 

2. Fostering a European debate over the issue; 

3. Defining guidelines for the use of existing indicators; 

4. Proposing a coherent way of “delivering” information (areas of 

interest, statistical information); 

5. Identifying new topics to be put at future research agendas; 

6. Harmonising National Statistical Institutes initiatives in progress 

measurement area.    

 

e-Frame Project 
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Common features of e-Frame WPs  

 Stocktaking 

 Networking 

 Dissemination and reporting 

Systematizing  information  

Work on tools (supporting instruments) 

Developing and enhancing ties among relevant stakeholders  

Developing a number of internet-based networking tools.  

Dissemination events  

Proceedings, background papers, handbook, catalogue, 

inventory of good practices 

Guidelines and recommendations 

Training: Summer School 

e-Frame Project 



e-Frame Dissemination Plan 

Project Website

WEB

2.0

Stocktaking

Stocktaking

Stocktaking

Stocktaking

Workshop

Initial Conference

June 2012

Guidelines and Roadmap

Final Conference

February 2014

Workshop

Workshop

Workshop

European

Network

4° OECD

World Forum

Training

http://www.eframeproject.eu/ 



e-Frame Dissemination Plan 

The e-Frame website  

http://www.eframeproject.eu/ 

 

http://www.eframeproject.eu/


e-Frame Project  

26-28 June 2012 – Paris 

 

Organized by OECD with Istat, and Statistics Netherlands and in collaboration with 

Eurostat and the European Statistical System (ESS).  

 

Aims of the Conference: 

- milestone of the project; forum with stakeholders; to deepen on-going reflection and establish 

frameworks for future co-operation 

- platform for discussing how best to advance the implementation of the recommendations included 

in by the “Sponsorship Group on Measuring Progress, Well-Being and Sustainable Development”, 

adopted by the ESS Committee in November 2011.  

- OECD European Conference in the preparation of the 4th OECD World Forum, to be held in New 

Delhi, India on 16-19 October 2012 

 

Participation: 

- around 270 policy makers, statisticians, academics, and other stakeholders from the European 

region  

The e-Frame Initial Conference  

on Measuring Well-Being and Fostering the Progress of Societies 
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Structure and contents of the Conference: 
- three themed sessions: material conditions, quality of life, sustainability 

- initial plenary session followed by parallel workshops and a final plenary session where to 

report the discussion held in the workshops and to highlight the open issues.  

- several specific Seminars on topics related to the central theme:  

 seminar on “Future work of e-Frame project”  

• overview on the topics treated by the project, the results achieved so far and the 

objectives of the cross-cutting project outputs encouraging a debate and feedback from 

the floor.  

• the e-Frame European Network on Measuring Progress (e-FrameNET) hosted by the 

Wikiprogress platform (hosted by OECD) was launched  

 

- final round table “Moving forward: Paving the way”  

Ms Martine Durand, OECD Chief Statistician and Director of Statistics, together with Mr Enrico 

Giovannini, Istat President, Ms Lidia Bratanova, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, 

Mr Eduardo Barredo-Capelot, Director of Social Statistics Eurostat 

 

First Meeting of e-Frame Advisory Board took place back to back to the Initial 

Conference  

The e-Frame Initial Conference  

on Measuring Well-Being and Fostering the Progress of Societies 
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Key messages the Conference: 
 

- The European agenda on well-being and progress is well established at both 

measurement and policy levels.  
 

- At European level there is an increasing convergence between well-being and 

sustainability agendas.  

 

- The success of well-being and progress initiatives at local, national, and regional level 

depends on both political leadership and public consultation processes 

The e-Frame Initial Conference  

on Measuring Well-Being and Fostering the Progress of Societies 
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The e-Frame Advisory Board 

Counselling body providing strategic guidance to ensure high quality and excellence  

Mr. Enrico Giovannini, former ISTAT President, Italian Ministry of Labour 

and Social Policies  

Mr. Gosse van der Veen, CBS Director General 

Sabina Alkire (Oxford University), 

Bart van Ark (Conference Board Washington/University of Groningen), 

Sir Anthony Atkinson (Oxford University)  

Jeroen van den Bergh (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona/ ICREA /VU University 

Amsterdam) 

Daniel Daianu (former Romanian Minister of Finance)  

Hubert Escaith (World Trade Organization)  

Jean-Paul Fitoussi (OFCE) 

Jeni Klugman (World Bank) 

Alan Krueger (Princeton University)  

Andrea Saltelli (JRC-ISPRA)  

Joseph  Stiglitz (Columbia University) 
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Inputs to the project activities: 

- great interest in the project and its work plan  

- strong conceptual and organisational effort by the project coordinator and the Consortium  

- the following elements were highlighted:  

• the necessity to include the private sector (e.g. Gallup, GRI and SCR initiatives) in the 

debate  

• the necessity to educate the market to read new measurements of progress and well-

being beyond GDP;  

• the necessity to study indicators of well being at local, national and global level;  

• the necessity to add knowledge in the stocktaking activity of the project; 

• the opportunity to feed the debate to find new ideas and opinion without loosing the 

importance of GDP as an economic measure 

 

The e-Frame Advisory Board 



e-Frame Project in the beyond GDP debate 

The 4th OECD World Forum and e-Frame contribution 

“Measuring Well-Being for Development and Policy Making” 

16-19 October 2012, New Delhi 
 

- around 800 participants from all over the world 

- the programme included a combination of keynote addresses, round tables and themed 

sessions on material conditions; quality of life; gender, minorities & life course perspectives; 

and sustainability.  

Day 1- Plenary session on “Reflections from the 3rd OECD World Forum in Busan and 

conclusions from the subsequent four OECD regional conferences in Mexico, Japan, Morocco 

and France”, Mr Giovannini, then Istat President, presented the conclusions of the e-Frame Initial 

Conference (OECD European Conference).  

 «the importance of involving citizens in 

discussion on what matters the most for 

their life, the opportunities that exists to 

reach out to the business community, and 

the importance of shifting from 

measurement to policy use” 

“the importance of providing policy makers with 

ideas and tools on how best to use new 

measures in their policies (mentioning the 

experiences in New Zealand, Australia, Quebec, 

Bhutan and to the EU Sustainability Assessment as 

relevant examples)”.  

“the importance of reaching out to policy-advisors, the role that Europe 

can play in influencing the post-2015 agenda and its sustainable 

development goals. Finally, he noted the importance for national statistical 

offices to reach out and work with universities, researchers, providers of 

nonofficial statistics and ordinary citizens» 
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The 4th OECD World Forum and e-Frame contribution 

“Measuring Well-Being for Development and Policy Making” 

16-19 October 2012, New Delhi 
 

- around 800 participants from all over the world 

- the programme included a combination of keynote addresses, round tables and themed 

sessions on material conditions; quality of life; gender, minorities & life course perspectives; 

and sustainability.  

Day 1- Plenary session on “Reflections from the 3rd OECD World Forum in Busan and 

conclusions from the subsequent four OECD regional conferences in Mexico, Japan, Morocco 

and France”, Mr Giovannini, then Istat President, presented the conclusions of the e-Frame Initial 

Conference (OECD European conference) stressing the debate that took place in Paris and 

highlighting the open issues to treat during the 4th World Forum.  

 During the Seminar on Wikiprogress Networks– Regional Participation to a Global 

Movement it was presented the e-FrameNET and its progress four months after its 

first launch in Paris.  

e-Frame was deeply illustrated in the Exhibition Area on “New technologies for 

visualising statistics as well as initiatives to measure and foster quality of life” and 

materials on the pillars of the project were distributed to the visitors 
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The 4th OECD World Forum and e-Frame contribution 

The conclusions of the 4th World Forum, by Ms Martin Durand,  
 

“We are witnessing a convergence in our understanding of well-being with a common core 

set of well-being dimensions, and national priorities reflected in more specific domains and 

measures.” 

 

“We are experiencing a strong momentum: there is a large number of local, national, regional 

and international well-being and progress initiatives across all levels of society.” 

 

There are challenges to face in the next future which require more research activity: 

conceptual and measurement questions in some areas; governance issues; social capital and social 

cohesion themes; built environment and mobility topics; measurement issues even where concepts 

are clearer; relationship between GDP and prices; relationship between sustainability and dynamics 

(here and now; there and then); social mobility theme; mental health issue; timeliness necessity.  
 

Ms Durand concluded the Forum underlining the virtuous cycle that can be generated by: 

regular stocktaking for a periodic assessment of where we stand and where progress is 

needed; sharing experiences on “what works”; considering frameworks for managing trade-

offs and synergies; introducing well-being measures into cost-benefit analysis and program 

evaluation. 
 

http://www.oecd.org/site/worldforumindia/ 

 

http://www.oecd.org/site/worldforumindia/
http://www.oecd.org/site/worldforumindia/
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e-Frame list of Workshops/Conferences 

Title Date 

Workshop on Social Capital 25-26 May-2012 

Initial Conference  26-28 June-2012 

Workshop on Social Monitoring and Reporting in Europe 13-15 March 2013 

Workshop on Intangible Assets  2 - 3 May 2013 

Workshop on Human Capital and Labour Market 23 - 24 May 2013 

Workshop on Measuring Progress at a local level 

 

28 - 29 May 2013 

Workshop on Methodologies for stakeholders inclusion and 

activation of deliberative processes  

 

26 June 2013 

Workshop on The Wealth of Nations in a Globalising World  18 - 19 July 2013 

Workshop on New National Accounts Architecture - Bucarest 11 - 12 November 2013 

Workshop on Environment  - Venice 5 - 6 December 2013 

Final Conference - Amsterdam 10-11 February 2014 
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e-Frame WP thematic activities 

WP9: Measuring Progress at a 

local level 

Main objectives: 

to foster the use of measure of social progress at the local level  

to provide guidance on what existing robust measures could be used to measure 

progress at the local level, identify areas for further research and recommendations 

on how best to implement measures at local level.  

to encourage a common understanding on what types of data help measure social 

progress and establish local, national and international networks to strengthen 

understanding of indicators of social progress.  

  

Deliverables: 

D9.1 Report on conceptual framework to measure social progress at the local level 

and case studies – month 14 

D9.2 Workshop with expert practitioners to disseminate findings and 

recommendations: month 16 

YOUNG 

UNIPI UNISI 



e-Frame WP thematic activities 

WP9: Measuring Progress at a local level 

Report on conceptual framework to measure social progress at the local level and 

case studies (the Young Foundation) http://www.eframeproject.eu/index.php?id=28 

• to encourage greater use, consistency and development of measures of 

social progress across municipalities, cities and regions. 

• the report sets out definitions on local progress and guiding principles to 

develop a conceptual framework, based on the Wellbeing and Resilience 

Measure (WARM) 

• case studies in two European cities, Barcelona and Malmö, have been carried 

out 

• the stocktaking exercise to identify existing measures and indicators that can 

populate the WARM framework used across the EU Member States 

• much of the data for a conceptual framework currently exists, however, 

inconsistencies in the definitions employed, in the use of geographic spatial 

levels and data collected do give rise to specific challenges 

• the report concludes with specific recommendations on how to respond to 

the identified challenges 

 

http://www.eframeproject.eu/index.php?id=28


e-Frame WP thematic activities 

WP9: Measuring Progress at a local level 

Report on conceptual framework to measure social progress at the local level and 

case studies (the Young Foundation) 

Identified problems: 

• Inconsistencies in the definitions employed, in the use of geographic spatial 

levels and data collected do exist. 

• At a country level, data is generally available and maps onto the WARM 

framework. However, the central concern in this paper is with data availability 

at a local level. The smaller the geographical unit, the more varied the 

spatial unit used and inconsistent data availability.  

• Some gaps exist in data availability, namely volunteering, sense of 

belonging to the community and perception of influence in local 

decisions. The case studies emphasise the importance of data which captures 

social capital and feeling of belonging data which is generally not available to 

service providers. 

 



e-Frame WP thematic activities 

WP9: Measuring Progress at a local level 

Report on conceptual framework to measure social progress at the local level and 

case studies (the Young Foundation) 

Main challenges: 

• Definitional discrepancies 

Different policy, language and contextual landscapes exist across Europe and this is a 

key challenge for creating a common framework. 

• Data accessibility 

Each country has different protocols that govern how individuals and organisations 

access data. Data is more readily identifiable in public reports (OECD, Council of Europe, 

European Commission) and comparisons at country level are more readily available and 

can be accessed through an international body e.g. EUROSTAT.  

• Administrative structures 

There is a lack of coordination and structural cohesion between different countries, and 

even within countries and within cities.  

 



e-Frame WP thematic activities 

WP9: Measuring Progress at a 

local level 

Workshop on “Measuring Progress at a Local Level” (UINIPI) 

Sharing of knowledge on concepts and methods for the measurement of wellbeing at local 

level, with a special attention to the links with policy making.  

Pisa, 28th and 29th May 2013.  

 

• Strong multidisciplinary approach, with the participation of applied and methodology 

statisticians (from Universities and National Statistics Institutes), researchers from 

national and international Institutions and Foundations (European Commission, OECD, 

Young Foundation, New Economic Foundation), officials from local institutions 

(Provinces) and a journalist.  

• Four keynote speeches mainly highlighted the state of the art on different aspects of the 

measurement of well-being, and they also served as a starting point for the debate, which 

was the main aim of the panel discussion and of the three working groups.  

• The poster session was an occasion for the participants to both present and share their 

contributions to the subject matter of the workshop.  

 



e-Frame WP thematic activities 

WP10: NSI’s activities on Beyond GDP 

Main objectives: 
To contribute to enhance harmonization of NSIs’ practices on “Beyond GDP”.  

The publication of the report of the Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi Commission (SSFC) has 

stimulated countries to develop national initiatives on measuring progress in a broader 

context. Finding a consistent way of measuring well-being has been an important challenge 

for NSIs and it is obvious that the processes and solutions which have been found by each 

country are different from one NSI to the other.  

 

To provide a complete overview of NSIs’ existing practices for the measurement of well-

being included those implemented in an harmonised way with Eurostat, and secondly, to 

identify specific challenges in statistical measurement.  

  

Deliverables: 
D10.1 Survey template used to produce the inventory of existing practices on the 

measurement of well-being – month 11  

D10.2 Typology of statistical systems for the measurement of progress, well-being 

and sustainability – month 30 

D10.3 Report on the identification of the specific challenges faced when measuring 

well-being – month 30 

INSEE 



e-Frame WP thematic activities 

WP10: NSI’s activities on Beyond GDP 

• Survey questionnaire development and test 

 

• Survey questionnaire sent and collected from EU NSIs 

 

• Analyses of results 

 The survey results will be used for a comprehensive overview of existing 

 practices for the measurement of well-being within European NSIs.  

• institution of specific offices,  

• the production of synthetic indicators, 

• the creation of cross-cutting publication dedicated to the issue and  

• other dissemination tools.  

 

 

• The report will also provide an overview of all major challenges faced in a statistical 

data collection and estimation process when measuring well-being 

 

• The findings of this report will be presented during a meeting, hosted by INSEE, to 

which representatives from all European NSIs will be invited. 
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e-Frame WP cross-cutting activities 

WP11: Moving Forward 

Both coordinated by Istat  

 

Strong contribution from e-Frame partners and project activities 
 

WP12: Dissemination and Communication  

  contributions from stocktaking activities, Conferences and workshops results 

  needs and requirements from the Commission and other relevant stakeholders 

• A lot of initiatives have been launched 

At a national, regional, supranational level 

Involvement of European institutions (Eurostat, the EU Commission) 

Involvement of National Statistical Institutes but also of local administrations  

• Need to streamline on-going activities and results 

   

  

The beyond GDP debate: summarising 



e-Frame WP cross-cutting activities 

WP11: Moving Forward 

Both coordinated by Istat  

 

Strong contribution from e-Frame partners and project activities 
 

WP12: Dissemination and Communication  

  contributions from stocktaking activities, Conferences and workshops results 

  needs and requirements from the Commission and other relevant stakeholders 

 the creation of  a European network 

 the stocktaking Report on Measuring Progress and Sustainable 

Development 

 the development of the “Handbook on Measuring Progress”  

 the definition of the “Roadmap for future research agenda” 



 

e-Frame Project 

 

Cross-cutting outputs 

 the stocktaking Report on Measuring Progress and Sustainable 

Development 

 The report will summarise the stocktaking activities carried out by the 

project during its lifecycle and focus on available results and on 

ongoing research activities in the measurement of well-being and 

sustainability. 

 

 The aim is to create value added by constructing the report in such a 

way to add knoweledge to what is already achieved 



e-Frame Project 

e-Frame Cross-cutting outputs 

 the definition of a “Roadmap for future research agenda” 

 

The roadmap is intended to be a dynamic tool to be periodically 
reviewed and disseminated.  
 

Identify research needs and gaps in relevant information and 
methods and propose topics for future research in the context of 
Horizon 2020 and for future ESSnet projects according to ESS 
needs.  

 

The first tentative roadmap, prepared by Istat and based on the 
results achieved by e-Frame during the first year of activities 
(January – December 2012) is available on e-Frame website. 

o research needs to be developed mainly in the measurements related to the official 

statistics;  

o research needs related to the usage of non official data;  

o research needs belonging to the communication side;  

o research needs in a looking forward perspective 



e-Frame Project 

e-Frame Cross-cutting outputs 

 the development of the “Handbook on Measuring Progress” 

The aim is to provide a Map of policy use of well-being indicators in 

order to support policy makers and the policy decision making process.  

 

The handbook will take stock of the results emerged from all other 

WPs, in particular from workshops, conferences and stocktaking 

reports produced under e-Frame umbrella 

 

The work will be coordinated by Istat but will be done in partnership 

with e-Frame Consortium 



Handbook on Measuring Progress 

Introduction  

Introducing well-being indicators in policy design   

 

A Thematic topics 

A.1 Material condition 

A.2 Quality of life 

A.3 Sustainability 

 

B Cross-cutting topics 

B.1 Indicators legitimacy and stakeholders inclusion  

B.2 Policies at local level  

B.3 Fostering the debate, dissemination and sharing information 

NSIs common initiatives  

Tools and software Social reporting Advanced training in beyond GDP: 

methodologies, indicators and use e-Frame network   

 

Conclusions 

Recommendations in a forward looking perspective 

  

e-Frame Project 



• Short description for each topic  

 

• Standardizing the structure of contents (templates) 

 

• Practical approach (emphasis on relevance of indicators, tools, 

methods) 

 

• Suggestions for use (how to use, uses to date, recommendations)  

 

 

First draft version to be presented for discussion at e-Frame Final 

Conference next February 

e-Frame Project 

Handbook on Measuring Progress 



e-Frame Project 

 the creation of  a European network 

 researchers, practitioners, civil society organizations and 

policy makers  
 maintain the different stakeholders in touch during the 
duration of the project and beyond 

 communicate through e-Frame website and WikiProgress 
 the network will focus on the use of social, economic and 
environmental indicators within EU policies  

e-Frame Cross-cutting outputs 

 

The European network was launched at the e-Frame Initial 
Conference in June 2012. 
  
It is hosted by WikiProgress, hosted by OECD and it functions 
alongside the Regional Networks of Africa and Latin America  

http://www.eframeproject.eu/index.php?id=103


Official statistics’ role in the beyond GDP debate 

The framework for EU official statistics 

- EU Code of Practice (revised edition 2011) 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-
EN.PDF 
 
 
 

- Sponsorship Group on Measuring Progress, Well-being and 
Sustainable development 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/pgp_ess/0_DOCS/estat/SpG_Final_report
_Progress_wellbeing_and_sustainable_deve.pdf 
 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/pgp_ess/0_DOCS/estat/SpG_Final_report_Progress_wellbeing_and_sustainable_deve.pdf
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/pgp_ess/0_DOCS/estat/SpG_Final_report_Progress_wellbeing_and_sustainable_deve.pdf


Official statistics’ role in the beyond GDP debate 

The EU Code of Practice  

The ECOFIN Council underlined the importance of adequate 
practices, resources and capabilities to produce high quality 
statistics at the national and European level 

 

The Commission adopted on 25 May 2005 a Communication on 

the independence, integrity and accountability of the national 

and Community statistical authorities and a Recommendation 

promulgating the European Statistics Code of Practice 

elaborated and adopted by the EU NSIs 

 

The CoP was revised in 2011 following the recommendations of 

the Sponsorship Group on Quality 

 

 



Official statistics’ role in the beyond GDP debate 

Code of practice    
 

3 sections 

15 principles 

several indicators 

Institutional context 

1. Professional independence 

2. Mandate for data collection 

3. Adequacy of resources 

4. Quality commitment 

5. Statistical confidentiality 

6. Impartiality and objectivity 

Statistical processes 

7. Sound methodology 

8. Appropriate statistical  

procedures  

9. Non excessive burden on  

respondents 

10. Cost effectiveness 
 

Statistical products 

11. Relevance 

12. Accuracy and reliability 

13. Timeliness and punctuality 

14. Coherence and comparability 

15. Accessibility and clarity 

 

 



Official statistics’ role in the beyond GDP debate 

Support NSIs to improve compliance to the CoP 

Support the assessment of compliance to the CoP 

Basis for defining minimum requirements at ESS level 

Developed by the Sposorship on Quality in order to support the 

implementation of the CoP 

QAF provides the requirements, methods and tools in order to 

implement each indicator/principle of the CoP (quality commitment, 

statistical processes, statistical products) 

 at Institute level  

 at survey level 

Quality Assurance Framework (QAF) 



Measurement issues in official statistics 
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Relevance do we have what we need? 

Accuracy what do we know about data quality? How do 

we measure quality of composite indicators? 

Timeliness always room for improvements 

trade-offs  

Accessibility websites and exploitations of functionalities 

Coherence and 

Comparability 

harmonization issues 

metadata 

Official statistics’ role in the beyond GDP debate 



Challenges for official statistics 

o to continue implementing subjective indicators  

o to report indicators at different levels: local, national, global 

o to disaggregate at the right dimension (target groups)   

o to harmonize concepts, standards and definitions (metadata) 

o to improve the timeliness of data  

o multi dimensional approach 

o indicators of sustainability 

o training at University level on Official Statistics (European 
Master in Official Statistics) 

Official statistics’ role in the beyond GDP debate 



Measurement area in official statistics 
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Relevance o to continue implementing subjective indicators  

o to report indicators at different levels: local, 
national, global 

o to disaggregate at the right dimension (target 
groups)   

o indicators of sustainability 

Accuracy o a multi dimensional approach 
o train at University level on Official Statistics 

(European Master in Official Statistics) 

Timeliness o to improve the timeliness of data  

Accessibility WP8 on visualization tools 

Coherence and 

Comparability 

o to harmonize concepts, standards and definitions 
(metadata) 

Official statistics’ role in the beyond GDP debate 



e-Frame Summer School 

Recommendations for measuring social progress at a local level 
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Relevance (R3) Encourage local providers and community organisations to 

utilise common framework of social progress: A framework to 

measure local progress can be used as a lever for policy reform, and support 

design and delivery of services within a local area. A framework to measure local 

progress should reflect the requirements of the range of organisations and 

individuals that deliver services within a local community. 

 

(R8) Enhance data availability on systems and structures: Though 

there is ample data about individuals and households, there is limited data on 

systems and structures, such as access to schools and levels of satisfaction with 

public services. 

 

(R9) Consider additional indicators of social progress: Our case 

studies highlighted a number of aspects of local progress that are largely absent 

from WARM and other frameworks. Specifically, existence of local networks in 

some of the communities is largely invisible to data collection. The local networks 

often contribute to what we term ‘community resilience’, and reflect the shift 

towards co-delivery of services. The strength of community ties between 

residents and between local providers should be 

incorporated into our conceptual understanding of local progress. 

 

(R10) Other variables that are useful to include are: 
• extended families: composition and proximity of extended families 

• unpaid care: quantify hours of unpaid care and for whom (neighbour or family 

member) 

• access to I.T: access and proficiency in I.T 

• subjective levels of financial security (current and future) 



e-Frame Summer School 

Recommendations for measuring social progress at a local level 
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 Accuracy (R2) Develop guidance on quality assured frameworks: 
Further work to develop guidance and quality assurance of frameworks 

will encourage take up and use of  frameworks of social progress. This 

will support statutory and community-based organisations to identify 

quality assured frameworks 

 

(R5) Encourage data collection at a local level: A local 

measure requires information to be collected at a lower territorial level.  

 

(R6) Develop mechanisms to collect data locally: Local data 

is routinely collected by agencies operating in the neighbourhoods. An 

online portal to upload and collate data would enable facilitate the 

availability of data at a local level. A robust and common framework 

would ensure consistency across different countries and would greatly 

enhance the evidence base on local progress and the factors that 

influence levels of local progress. The data could also act as a lever for 

local agencies to influence commissioning decisions and shape 

decisions that impact on the local area. This would act as an incentive to 

promote and contribute to data collection for the organisations 

concerned. 

 

Timeliness R5 and R6 



e-Frame Summer School 

Recommendations for measuring social progress at a local level 
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Accessibility (R4) Promote data accessibility and transparency: We 

recommend that data protocols are developed which facilitate data 

transparency and accessibility. This will enable community-based 

organisations, individuals as well as policymakers, to contribute to 

and utilise data. We recognise that interpretation of the results 

requires a level of literacy in statistics (numeracy) that may vary 

between stakeholders (statistician, researchers and policy makers) 

 

(R7) Encourage grass root collaboration platforms: In 

the future, these changes could potentially encourage grass root 

collaboration platforms for local groups to access data from a 

publicly accessible online portal and make their own assessment 

of local progress, test and incorporate additional data reflecting 

local issues and track progress across time 

Coherence and 

Comparability 

(R1) Utilise existing frameworks which measure 

social progress: A number of frameworks which measure local 

progress currently exist. There are few definitional inconsistencies 

between the frameworks. 
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