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DARADARA

 

1. Summary 

1.1 Introduction 
 
The ESSnet project “Decentralised and Remote Access to Confidential Data in the ESS” 
(DARA) deals with the implementation of remote access from Safe Centres in the National 
Statistical Institutes (NSI) of the Member States (MS) to the EU statistics at Eurostat. The 
project has started in October 2011 with a duration of 24 months and is conducted with the 
following six institutions in five Member States:  

 National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies, France, INSEE 
 Hungarian Central Statistical Office, Hungary, HSCO 
 Office for National Statistics, United Kingdom, ONS 
 Instituto Nacional de Estatistica, Portugal, INE 
 State Statistical Institute Berlin-Brandenburg, Germany, AfS Berlin 
 Federal Statistical Office Germany (co-ordinator), DESTATIS 
 

The solution of decentralised access is legally established by Regulation 831/2002, currently 
under review. Depending on the new text, suggestions or some changes in the solutions pro-
posed by DARA could be made in the second year of the project. 

 

1.2 Background 
 
The topic of remote access to EU statistics is covered by two projects. One is the ESSnet pro-
ject “Decentralised and Remote Access to Confidential Data in the ESS” (DARA) and the 
other one is the project “Vision Infrastructure Project on Secure Infrastructure for CONfiden-
tial data access” (VIP-SICON-Project) which is conducted with Eurostat and an external 
company to set up a platform to access and analyse the EU statistics. The relationship be-
tween those two projects is shown in picture 1. The VIP-SICON System is a framework de-
signed for different purposes, i.e. European Group Registers (EGR), DARA and even more. 
The main goal is to set up a secure infrastructure for sharing and accessing EU confidential 
data from Member States. Within this system the confidential data can be viewed, processed 
and analysed. The focus is on various parts like IT infrastructure, technological aspects, secu-
rity issues and procedural aspects i.e. guidelines, documentation of the infrastructure and the 
workflow.  
Part of VIP-SICON is to provide the platform inside Eurostat. Part of ESSnet DARA is to de-
fine how a remote access system will look like and how it will be implemented.  
The SICON-project builds an IT system for a remote access via thin-client and sets up the 
working platform and applications for researchers to analyse the data. The task of the ESSnet 
DARA is to connect the NSIs to the central system at the CITRIX server at Eurostat. 
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Picture 1: Relationship between VIP-SICON and ESSnet DARA 

 
 

1.3  Description of work and first results 
 

After the first year the ESSnet DARA project can deliver a comprehensive “list of user and 
safety requirements for an European remote access system”. This paper describes the de-
tails of user requirements, the safety requirements from IT perspective and also the workflow 
that involves all parties to keep this system running. This list supports the VIP-SICON-Project 
to design the working platform for the researchers.  
One crucial topic that was investigated is the detail of the connection to the SICON system. 
The safe connection between the European Commission (EC) and the NSIs in the Member 
States is guaranteed by a safe network named “Secure Trans European Services for Telemat-
ics between Administrations” (sTESTA) based on a secure https-channel. Only institutions 
that are part of the network are able to connect to the CITRIX server within the network of the 
EC. This means that the NSIs have to join the sTESTA network before they are able to estab-
lish a connection. There is also still a login and password required to access the working plat-
form. On the one hand it is a higher burden for the NSIs, on the other hand the whole system 
itself is more secure because it is not possible to connect to the CITRIX server from any other 
location outside the network. At the moment already two NSIs are connected via sTESTA to 
the CITRIX server. Some NSIs have major problems to connect via sTESTA, because the 
support of the IT-Infrastructure has been outsourced and the responsible companies are charg-
ing a very high amount of monthly costs to build up and maintain the connection via 
sTESTA. This is the reason why the project is also thinking about alternative solutions for a 
connection to the SICON system. Another way to establish a secure connection is the “Euro-
pean Commission's user authentication service” (ECAS) that guarantees access to the CITRIX 
server only to registered users. 
 
Once the VIP-SICON system is in place, the pilot needs to be tested. Therefore a first draft of 
a testing plan to evaluate the usability of the SICON System was developed. Besides this the 
ESSnet DARA project team has produced the following documents:  
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1.1 Accreditation Guidelines for Safe Centres 
1.2 Technical connection to ESSnet DARA environment  
1.3 Process for recognition of research entities  
1.4 Review process for research proposals  
1.5 Process and templates for signing confidentiality undertakings  
1.6 Researcher management system  
1.7 Manage user accounts  
1.8 Data management  
1.9 Output Checking  
 
2. Documents for the scientific community / the users of microdata 
2.1 Form for research proposals  
2.2 User manual on access to confidential data  
 
All the documents are combined to a single handbook which is attached to this report.  
Additionally the project team has drafted and agreed on a letter that was send out to the NSIs 
of the Member States to inform about the usage of the ECHP data in the context of the ESS-
net DARA Project. 
 
The main advantage of this remote access system is that no data and not even anonymised da-
ta will physically be transferred to the MS. The data will remain at the safe servers at Eurostat 
and will be only accessed via secure connection from Safe Centres in NSIs which are also in a 
secure environment of official statistics. From data owner perspective this system generates a 
lot of trust because a decentralised data management with local copies will be avoided and 
Eurostat is able to keep control of the data. 
It is also in progress to harmonise the goals and developments with another EU project, Data 
without Boundaries (DwB), a project that exists to support equal and easy access to official 
microdata for the European Research Area aiming researchers’ transnational access to official 
microdata through coordination of existing infrastructures. Both projects do not aim to devel-
op single, competitive or non compatible solutions for remote access in Europe. The best so-
lution is, if the system is synchronised and transparent but leaves also room for flexibility to 
integrate other technologies. Therefore an exchange and a lively communication between the 
two projects are going on. 
There are already good results after the first half of the project. 
For the second half of the project the drafts of the single documents in WP1 need to be final-
ised. The implementation of the pilot will be conducted and tested in WP4. 
Depending on the coordination of the time schedule of the two projects VIP-SICON and 
ESSnet DARA this will be a challenging task. 
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2. Project objectives for the period 
 
Tasks/Work Packages 

Task/Work package number  1 Start Month or starting event: 

End Month 

Start of project 

End of project 

Title Documentation and Workflow 

Participant id 1AfS 2 Destatis 3 INSEE 4 HCSO 5 ONS 6 7 

Objectives 

For a practical implementation of a remote access system from Member States to Eurostat a modification or revision of 
the legislation is necessary. Legally it is only allowed to provide access to community statistics in the premises of Euro-
stat and via anonymised microdata files. The option for remote access from a safe centre of a Member State to Eurostat 
is not foreseen yet. Therefore the working group on statistical confidentiality (WGSC) has convened a taskforce to as-
semble the revision of the EC 831/ 2002 regulation, after which remote access options from safe centres could be im-
plemented. To access European community statistics in a safe centre of an NSI via remote access it is essential to have a 
thought-out documentation for the employees of the NSIs as well as for the researchers how to get access to these data. 
Also a workflow has to be developed, which contains a scheme of which steps need to be undertaken and who needs to 
be involved to provide access. Based on the recommendations in the final report of the project “Decentralised Access to 
EU Microdata Sets” the following tasks for the application process shall be considered in this WP: 

The researcher applies for access at his local RDC. The local RDC then provides him with the standardised templates 
for access requests. Based on the filled out access requests, the local RDC checks the admissibility of the institute from 
Eurostat’s list. It also makes a recommendation on the project proposal. In making this recommendation, the local RDC 
will follow rules and considerations that Eurostat imposes. In an ideal system, the RDC will make the decision itself, 
based upon agreed standards. However, under current legislation, MS need to be consulted for agreement to the pro-
posal. How the consultation process will be organised is part of the development of the workflow and will certainly 
depend on the revision of EC 831/ 2002 regulation. One could think of either Eurostat or the local RDC taking a coor-
dinating role. After all MS have agreed to the research proposal, the local RDC takes care of the contract being signed 
by the researcher. If necessary, it then sends the contracts to Eurostat to be signed by them. The local RDC explains the 
use of the facility to the researcher and instructs him on disclosure control issues. 

Description of work 

(Possibly broken down into sub-tasks). 

Sub-Tasks: 

- Define rules and standards for data access 

Define and coordinate who is permitted to get access to European micro data. The current system has to be re-
viewed on behalf of potential necessary modifications. A proper way to accredit scientific researchers has to be de-
termined. One subtask will be to compose a guideline how to communicate the possibility of the new data access 
option. Common standards of admissibility and the admission procedure have to be negotiated among all member 
states.  

- Compile a manual for scientific community on how to get access to European community statistics 

What has to be done when? Provide a checklist for prospective users on how to request access to European micro 
data. Decision processes have to be communicated so that they become a transparent and fair procedure. 

- Draft of a request form for data access 

As all member states have to agree that their data will be used, a thoroughly elaborated request form is necessary 
that compiles all relevant information on research proposals in a transparent and readily comprehensible way. The 
request form can be made available on the projects homepage and other relevant homepages. 

- Compile a manual for NSI regarding workflow when data access is requested 
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Describe the chores of the local RDC which provides advice to the researcher seeking data access. Establish and 
describe the consultation process among all affected MS and Eurostat. 

- Documentation and communication 

Access to European micro data can only be a success if all NSIs will be convinced that their data will be accessed 
in a safe and sensible way. Therefore, the workflow of processing research projects and the decision making along 
the way, have to be well documented and communicated. On the other hand, the acceptance of this new form of da-
ta access among the scientific community depends on the support they receive when applying for admission. A fast 
and clear admission process contributes to a higher rate of acceptance. Another key element is the development of a 
common procedure for securing statistical confidentiality. 

Deliverables (brief description and month of delivery) 

Deliverable 1, t+12: First draft at mid-term of a manual for the scientific community including a detailed request 
form, and one manual for workflow description in NSIs 

Deliverable 2, t+24: Final version of one manual for the scientific community including a detailed request form, one 
manual for workflow description in NSIs  

 
 
Task/Work package number  2 Start Month or starting event:  

End Month :  

Start of the project 

M 12 

Title Concept of technical implementation and safety requirement for remote ac-
cess 

Participant id 1INSEE 2 Destatis 3 HCSO 4 ONS 5 AfS 6 INE 7 

Objectives 

Before the technical implementation of remote access will be executed it has to be assured that the safety requirements 
will be fulfilled. A safe environment for the data was already defined within the accreditation system for safe centres. In 
this case the concept of technical implementation usually needs to be supported by the IT division and the data security 
officer. There is need for a detailed description of all settings for the remote access system. From national perspective 
on the one hand it has to be assured that it is not possible to take any physical data out of the NSI. On the other hand it 
has to be guaranteed that nobody else than the authorised researcher gets access to the community statistics and not 
even the employees of the NSIs. To tackle this issue in an adequate way, a system of risk management could be helpful. 
This shall be also addressed in this WP. 

For this WP it is advisable to get in touch with and synchronize the work in the VIP-Project in Eurostat and the Europe-
an Group Register (EGR) which is also going to connect to the remote access platform in Eurostat to assure that the 
interfaces will be working between possibly different systems. Of course, in this WP, all the feedbacks from the Euro-
stat RDC project will be considered as the technical environment in which the solutions should be deployed. And vice-
versa, all the intermediary specifications of this WP will be sent to the EGR-VIP projects. For a good collaboration, at 
least a mid-term meeting (t+5) will be organised.   

Description of work 

The results and recommendation in the final report of the project “Decentralised Access to EU Microdata Sets” shall be 
considered here as well. This is the central WP which defines how a remote access system will look like and how it will 
be implemented. Therefore it is important to take the following aspects into account. 

Eurostat builds an IT system for a remote access via thin-client; it is envisaged that NSIs would be able to manage their 
own ‘areas’ of the central system, setup and manage accounts for researchers. NSIs need to have in place methods to 
access the central system. 

For the data preparation it is conceivable that each country manages its own national area via remote access inside the 
European central data storage (imagine 27 different folders each with national microdata sets). Each MS gives -under its 
own decision- its own data to the researcher, by copying them to the corresponding user data area.  

One very important issue in the remote access to European Community Statistics is the clearances of the output. It is 
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envisaged that the local RDC checks the output, making use of European guidelines, and makes decisions on its own 
authority. Researchers get the results emailed to them and a copy is kept at the RDC. A system for peer review will be 
set up. It would be composed of one representative of at least three partners. Each member should have knowledge of 
output-checking (for instance person in charge of output checking in his or her country). Eurostat would be associated 
in this peer review system. The main objective is to analyze the output that has to be checked and to define the best way 
to ensure trust among NSIs in the output checking process. Some proportion of output, can be double checked by anoth-
er NSI or Eurostat via a specific workflow. One important thing is that all the outputs should be stored in the IT-System 
for analyzing and reviewing.  

Also the administrative issues shall be tackled in this WP. A central simple administrative system should be made avail-
able. Local RDC personnel can remotely log on to this system to add some basis information on the new contract (name 
of the institute, research aim, name of researchers, datasets used, start date, finishing date etc). This central administra-
tive system could be placed on the central IT-system at Eurostat for instance on a secure website.  

 

Sub-Tasks: 

The first task will be to define the global security level (end-to-end security). This means :  

- Defining the client requirement 

- Defining the authentification process and accreditation 

- Defining the role of each user (workflow and process). Each process must be adjustable to each MS legal 
framework.  

- Defining the input/output checking process (who, where …) 

- Defining the possible operability of different system and interfaces : integration of existing system 

- Defining the peer review and the test procedure: check-list of security verification (from client to host) 

 

Deliverables (brief description and month of delivery) 

Deliverable 1, t+12: Manual of all the required specifications for security, interoperability, workflows, including 
the check-list of security constraints (from client to host). 

 
 
Task/Work package number  3 Start Month or starting event: 

End Month 

M 7 

M 18 

Title Cost benefit analysis 

Participant id 1 ONS 2 Destatis 3 HCSO 4 INSEE 5 AfS 6 INE 7 

Objectives 

A cost benefit analysis gives an overview about the costs of the implementation and therefore it is possible to estimate 
what an up and running network will cost. Based on the experiences of already existing RDC’s it should be possible to 
calculate the costs of the hardware that allows the access to microdata either on a national server or via remote access. 
But the implementation of new ways of accessing community data surely leads to an increasing demand that causes an 
additional staff as well. Also for NSI’s that are aiming to implement a RDC, an estimation of the occurring costs should 
be useful.  

 

Description of work 

On this basis, a cost model that gives information on the staff unit costs, the scale of operations, the operating costs per 
project and finally the share of costs split by categories can be estimated. Also with regard to further implementation 
projects it is necessary to discuss on how the financial burden will be covered and which costs are eligible. This deci-
sion is still open if Eurostat is willing to support the costs or if the NSI’s are required to self-finance the service. If last-
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mentioned occurs, a (partial) assumption of costs could be covered by the users. For example the costs for the hardware 
and set up of the thin client. 

Based on the cost template that has been developed in the former project, the following different categories shall be 
included and evaluated on a real implementation:  

 

1.  staff planning (rates each qualification/grade)  

2.  breakdown on strategy and operational costs  

3.  breakdown on fixed and variable costs  

4.  number of projects  

5.  IT costs 

 

The cost model shall be practically applied and implemented for all partners who will implement the pilot remote access 
system to have a real cost calculation for future cost planning 

But, it is also important to take the benefit for the European research community into account. If there is no well func-
tioning data infrastructure, the community statistics can’t be used in a proper way. The national experience shows that 
the data will heavily used if the infrastructure with a administrative burden as low and also as safe as possible is estab-
lished.  

 

Deliverables (brief description and month of delivery) 

Deliverable 1, t+18: Best practice for cost benefit analyses for the decentralised use of community statistics included in 
the final report. 

 
 
Task/Work package number  4 Start Month or starting event: 

End Month 

M 13 

End of project 

Title Implementation of remote access – case study 

Participant id 1INSEE  2 Destatis 3 HCSO 4 ONS 5 AfS 6 INE 7 

Objectives 

In this WP the real implementation of a remote access connection from a safe centre in an NSI to the remote access 
platform in Eurostat shall be converted. Following the guidelines for data security in WP2, the connection from a thin 
client PC shall be set up. 

Description of work 

The objective of this WP is to implement a pilot in real conditions from a NSI. This covers the definition of the perime-
ter of the pilot: selecting the data, the authorisations, the users, the client configuration… 

The end-point, the thin client PC is the most vulnerable element of the connexion channel. Because it is not under the 
control of the IT administrators or the data-producers (in case of decentralized access), it is important that the security 
level should be considered seriously.  

For evaluation purposes, 10 PC thin client will be designed and configured with high level security constraints. The 
configuration will include: the PC, the monitor, a bio smart card reader, smart card (one per user), OS license, and sci-
entific license software if needed. The final configuration will depend on the WP2 results and on the final Eurostat RDC 
infrastructure. We will need at least 2 thin client per NSI (one for the researcher, one for the data-manager). All the thin 
client PC will be configured in one place for easy deployment and for security reasons. 

The users should work on the pilot at least six months. The implementation should then begin at latest in t+13.   
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If the remote access infrastructure of Eurostat is ready on time (before t+6), the implementation from a NSI will be 
plugged on it. Otherwise, a fallback scenario is to experiment all the process and workflows defined on WP2 from an 
existing NSI’s remote access. If a connection between a safe centre in a MS and the central node in Eurostat shall be 
established, hardware equipment in the NSI of the MS is necessary. This includes the IT hardware costs of the thin cli-
ent, the set up of the safety requirements as far as not already in place. And also the set up of the IT environment to 
meet the security guidelines in each NSI. The procedure to do the security-check will be defined in WP2 (deliverable: 
manual of all the required specifications for security) in agreement with all the NSI’s concerned. The responsible IT 
department needs time to test the security if the thin client system is connected with the NSI IT-infrastructure. The secu-
rity will be tested through at least 5 different scenarios:  

- When someone who do not have access to a PC Thin Client 

- When someone who can access to the PC thin client but without accreditation 

- When someone who can access to the PC thin client with OS administrator’s rights 

- When someone who can access to the PC thin client with OS administrator’s rights  and RA accreditation 

- When someone who want to hack the data output procedure (data-hidden on PDF comments for example…) 

The main objective of this security-check is to know if it’s possible to get data/datafiles from the system (via network 
data-transfer, hard-drive analyse, usb key hack, key logger, hook on the copy-past process…). Impersonation will be 
tested too. The security check will be done by IT security experts from NSI’s partners or by an external company (NSI’s 
funding and call for tender). 

The simple hardware costs of the thin client are depending on the system which will be used. The approximation is that 
they will at least cost 10.000,00 Euros. 

 

Sub-Tasks: 

- Define all the necessary elements needed to implement a pilot (hardware, software, organisation, use-cases) 

- Implementing a pilot in one country and evaluate it  

- Extend the pilot to 2 or 3 other countries for evaluation purpose (double-output checking, workflows…) 

- To organize a security audit of each process with an external company 

 

Deliverables (brief description and month of delivery) at the end of the project:  t+24. 

Deliverable 1, t+24: the pilot (10 PC thin clients configured) and a presentation of the experimentation of decentralised 
access via remote access (limits, results, feedback from researchers). 

 
 
Task/Work package number  5 Start Month or starting event: 

End Month 

Start of project 

End of project 

Title Communication and Dissemination to ESS 

Participant id 1Destatis 2 INSEE 3 ONS 4 5 6 7 

Objectives 

This work package is very important, especially because there are also other projects and groups of interest dealing with 
the task of providing and expanding access to European datasets via remote access. Main objective of this WP is to par-
ticipate on the particular meetings and workshops to exchange knowledge and give feedback to the relevant circle. 

Next to the communication and dissemination of the results to the non-participating NSIs in the ESS it is also necessary 
to promote the results to the research community. They need to know that there is a way of comfortable access to com-
munity statistics by now. It is imaginable to organize an European research award for social and economic relevant re-
sults based on European Statistics.  
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Description of work 

In this WP it shall be covered that the project will be linked with the following ventures.  

The most crucial issue is the Project “Design and development of infrastructure/service for remote access/execution in 
Eurostat” (VIP-Project), because the “ESSnet on Decentralised and Remote Access to Confidential Data in the ESS” is 
highly depending on the existing infrastructure at Eurostat. It is planned to synchronize the requirements and user needs 
for the remote access system with the project group. 

Furthermore the revision of the regulation (EG) 831/2002 is in full play now to provide the legal basis for a decentral-
ised remote access. It is very important to take the developments in the taskforce 831 into account and to give feedback 
from the project group to the taskforce. 

In the envisaged project “Data Without Boundaries” (DwB) will also one WP be dealing with the issue of providing 
access and expanding the network to European Community Statistics. The co-ordinator Destatis and the co-partners 
INSEE and ONS are as well members of this WP. It is planned to have an active exchange and a harmonisation between 
the DwB work package and this project. 

There is an interest group in the OECD dealing with the issue of remote access, too. The working group on Microdata 
Access met in June 2010 in Paris and is also going to meet during the project time. 

Likewise the developments on the “Workshop on Data Access” (WDA) need to be taken into account. This workshop is 
an international platform for exchanging information and knowledge between National Statistical Institutes, Research 
Institutions, Data Archives and Universities. 

The co-ordinator and some of the co-partners are members in all the working groups and therefore can participate in all 
of these events.  

The goals, the state of affairs and the final results of the project will be presented in an overviewed manner on the ESS-
net portal http://www.essnet-portal.eu with a link to a more detailed version on the website www.safe-centre.eu. The 
project website will contain a communication tool like a feedback forum and a contact e-mail-address, where other non-
participating countries are invited to give feedback on the project and where comments are expected for example on a 
special legal situation in their country. An invitation e-mail with the link of this website will be sent to the responsible 
institutions in all Member states of the EU to inform about the project and welcome them to make remarks and give 
input. 

Additionally, the project will be presented for example on the Joint UNECE/Eurostat conference “work session on sta-
tistical data confidentiality”. Within that conference it is foreseen to publish a paper about the project contents which 
will be accessible for the whole scientific community. 

Deliverables (brief description and month of delivery) 

Deliverable 1, t+3: Presentation about the goals and state of affairs in the project on the UNECE/Eurostat work 
session on Statistical Disclosure Control late 2011 in Tarragona.  

Deliverable 2, t+6: Upgrading and update of the website with description and objectives of the project. 

Deliverable 3, t+12: Presentation of intermediate results of the project on project website 

Deliverable 4, t+24: Presentation of final results of the project on project website, information via e-mail invitation to 
all MS in the ESS and in the upcoming Joint UNECE/Eurostat conference “work session on statistical data confidential-
ity” in 2013. 

 



 11

Task/Work package number  6 Start Month or starting event: 

End Month 

Start of project 

End of project 

Title Management 

Participant id 1Destatis 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Objectives 

The project team is a cooperation of several MS whereas each MS is responsible for its own work package where also 
other partners will participate, depending on capability and resources. The group will be coordinated by Destatis. This 
includes the coordination and organisation of contacts and contracts between the partners.  

Description of work 

At the beginning of the project a kick off meeting will be organized by Destatis and, at different milestones, the organi-
sation of additional meetings will be necessary, too. The management duties include also the administration aspects of 
the single work packages, supervising the time-schedule and consolidating the results as well as the information of part-
ners and Eurostat. Furthermore Destatis coordinates the production of the intermediate and final report. Also a monitor-
ing mechanism is needed to identify problems or deficiencies as soon as possible to solve them. Therefore resources for 
a bilateral meeting between co-ordinator and partner are calculated to solve upcoming issues as soon as they appear.  

In total of the two years project workflow there are six meetings planned, three in each year. Because there are six part-
ners one meeting per partner will be held at the beginning of every fourth month. To have more flexibility with the pro-
ject meetings and to coordinate the meetings with eventually workshops and conferences, it is intentionally not planned 
from the beginning where which meeting will be held. For the calculation of the travel costs the average of daily allow-
ance and hotel costs for the five Member States where chosen. In the end it makes no difference in the travel calculation 
where which meeting will be held.  

The several meetings are milestones in the project because the detailed action of the following four month until the next 
meeting will take place will be planned. Also the results of the last four month of the project will be presented at these 
meetings to receive feedback and have a discussion on the results achieved so far. 

The financial payment will be made directly to the co-partner and to the co-ordinator. Destatis will make the coordina-
tion and organisation of collecting all necessary documents and information referring cost statements, eligible costs and 
reimbursement of travel costs. Every partner has to document all running expenses of the project according to the con-
trolling rules for the financial support of Eurostat. Destatis will provide these documents to Eurostat that the final pay-
ments can be made to all partners and the co-ordinator. 

 

 

 

Deliverables (brief description and month of delivery) 

Deliverable 1, t+12: intermediate report  

Deliverable 2, t+24: final report  
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3. Work progress and achievements during the period 

WP 1, AfS Berlin: Documentation and Workflow 

The deliverable in WP1 was due after twelve months together with this intermediate report. It 
consists of a first draft of two handbooks (Please see Annex WP1). The ESSnet DARA pro-
ject team agreed on producing two manuals, as all steps of the process have to be described in 
detail for staff members of the Safe Centres in the MS, staff members at Eurostat and decision 
makers in the ESS. However, researchers wanting to use the data do not need to know all the 
details of data access. The manual for staff of the ESS can be made public nonetheless, but 
not all researchers need all the information in it. 
 
The two handbooks do not want to consider all aspects of data access at the same time, how-
ever, data access is broken down into a set of discrete arguments to isolate the decision points. 
By separating out the stages, the different parts of the data access process can be treated sepa-
rately and the single chapters therefore can be used as standalone documents. In total nine dif-
ferent parts of the process have been identified. They are described in a first draft for the de-
liverable 1 in WP1 after twelve months. For the deliverable 2 they will be revised (namely if 
the revision of Regulation 831/2002 [legal framework for access to confidential statistical da-
ta for research purposes] is finished, the new text is approved and all the criteria for access to 
confidential data to research purposes are legally established) in order to produce the final 
version of the manual.  
 
Each of the nine steps of providing access to microdata is separately discussed in a chapter. 
The nine chapters from the draft of the manual are for staff members working in the ESS, ei-
ther at Eurostat or in EU-countries that have already or want to establish a Safe Centre. The 
manual for researchers that want to use confidential European microdata is shorter, as pro-
cesses are not described in detail. For the first deliverable, this manual is even shorter, as for 
several steps of the process the technical solution is not yet clear and only the one final ver-
sion that is going to be used shall be included into the user guide. 
 
Every chapter was written and revised by the chaperon mentioned in the overview below. 
However, the steps of the processes are linked and especially dependent on the technical solu-
tion. Whenever possible the links have been made clear. Usually one part of the process that 
is finished triggers the start of the next. 
 
What follows is the overview of the work progress in WP1 that was updated during the first 
twelve months of the ESSnet DARA project. The overview is organised along the nine steps 
of the process of providing access to confidential European microdata. It describes the process 
on the different documents that had to be produced and assembled in work package 1. The 
different chapters where combined to two manuals and are presented in Annex WP1 in a sin-
gle document. 
 
Table of contents 
 
1. Documents for Safe Centres / MS / Eurostat ................................................................... 13 

1.1 Accreditation guidelines for Safe Centres (Chaperon: ONS) .................................. 13 
1.2 Technical connection to ESSnet DARA environment (Chaperon: Destatis) ........... 14 
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1.6 Researcher management system (Chaperon: HCSO) ............................................... 16 
1.7 Manage user accounts (Chaperon: AfS Berlin) ........................................................ 17 
1.8 Data management (Chaperon: AfS Berlin) .............................................................. 17 
1.9 Output Checking (Chaperon: AfS Berlin) ................................................................ 18 

2. Documents for the scientific community / the users of micro data .................................. 18 
2.1 Form for research proposals (Chaperon: Destatis) ................................................... 18 
2.2 User manual on access to confidential data (Chaperon: HCSO) ............................. 19 

 

1. Documents for Safe Centres / MS / Eurostat 

1.1 Accreditation guidelines for Safe Centres (Chaperon: ONS) 

Which security standards are required for Safe Centres? Is there an accreditation procedure? 
Who is coordinating the procedure? Safety standards could help countries that do not yet have 
a RDC to establish one. Best practices could be made available to MS. 
 
Step Content Done 
Documents 
to built on 

Preliminary work done in predecessor ESSnet “Decen-
tralised Access to EU microdata sets” (ESSnet DA), 
chapter 4.6 of the final report of the ESSnet DA (pages 
12ff). Have been made available as word document to 
all partners by Destatis. 

29.11.2011 

Documents 
to build on 

Chapter in “Proposal of the procedures linked to the 
Regulation on access to confidential data for scientific 
purposes” mailed to all ESSnet DARA projects mem-
bers by Aleksandra Bujnowska (Eurostat) 

30.01.2012 

Draft of revi-
sion of regu-
lation 831 

The draft mentions that access facilities shall be 
screened and accredited from the ESSC (Eurostat will 
support the screening process, collect documents) and 
there shall be a contract between Eurostat and the access 
facility  as contracts have to be signed Eurostat has 
the overview 

30.01.2012 

Documents 
to build on 

Collect and maybe incorporate/compare the existing 
guidelines from the German Data Forum, CASD and 
SDS/VML. 

13.06.2012 

First draft ONS combines the already existing documents, send 
around before 3rd meeting, even before 3rd telephone 
conference 

06.06.2012 

Discussion at 
3rd phone 
conferenc 

Discuss the draft. Are any criteria missing, are any to 
strict? This system describes a ESSnet DARA Safe Cen-
tre 

13.06.2012 

Revise Comments were incorporated into first draft  14.06.2012 
Discussion at 
3rd meeting 

How will Safe Centres be audited that they comply with 
ESSnet DARA Safe Centre standards? This will be laid 
out in the procedures accompanying the revision of reg-
ulation 831/2002. 

05.07.2012 

Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 
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Step Content Done 
Final step Handbook including guidelines concerning the accredi-

tation of Safe Centres, available for (interested) MS, list 
of all accredited Safe Centres available online 

 

 

1.2 Technical connection to ESSnet DARA environment (Chaperon: Destatis) 

In a manual for the staff of the Safe Centre it should also be included, how a new participating 
Safe Centre can get connected to the ESSnet DARA environment on the SICON server at Eu-
rostat. 
 
Step Content Done 
Documents 
to build on 

This chapter of the manual can borrow mainly from 
texts written for WP2 and WP4. 

02.07.2012 

Working to-
wards 1st de-
liverable 

A chaperon for this chapter needs to be found and a 
short version (that maybe only refers to WP2 and WP4) 
for the 1st deliverable has to be written 

05.07.2012 

Towards 1st  
deliverable 

Destatis describes connection to the ESSnet DARA en-
vironment (supported by INSEE and INE) 

15.10.2012 

Final step Chapter for the manual how a new Safe Centre can es-
tablish a secure connection to the ESSnet DARA envi-
ronment on the SICON server at Eurostat 

 

 

1.3 Process for recognition of research entities (Chaperon: AfS Berlin / INE) 

How research entities will be tested for recognition is heavily dependent on the revision of 
Regulation 831/2002. Recognised research entities have to be included in a list. 
 
Step Content Done 
Current situ-
ation at pro-
ject start 

Currently institutions that want to access microdata at 
Eurostat, have to apply at Eurostat and all Member 
States evaluate the request. The institutions are then 
listed in the annex of the revision of the EC Regulation 
831/2002. 

23.11.2011 

Documents 
to build on 

In the documents mailed to all ESSnet DARA project 
members by Aleksandra Bujnowska (Eurostat): Eurostat 
will publish the updated list of "research entities", regu-
lar re-assessments of the research entities 

30.01.2012 

Working to-
wards 1st de-
liverable 

In a more decentralised infrastructure of data access, 
how can this aspect be organised? Are there alternatives 
to Eurostat coordinating the accreditation process? De-
velop recommendations under the existing legal frame-
work and under a potential new framework 
Eurostat will continue to do this task 

05.07.2012 

Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 

Final step Process for recognition is transparent and list of recog-
nised research entities is accessible for MS interested in 
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installing a Safe Centres, regularly updated by Eurostat 
 

1.4 Review process for research proposals (Chaperon: Destatis) 

Rules and considerations to make a recommendation should be developed. Who makes the 
decision to accept a request? The revision of the EC Regulation 831/2002 can also have an 
effect on how the review process can be modeled. The innovation in this procedure is that the 
local Safe Centre in the Member State can also be the first point of contact from now on and 
this needs to be considered in the workflow. Adapting the workflow gives the possibility to 
introduce a new pattern and share more of the administrative burden between the Safe Centre, 
the researcher and Eurostat. 
 
Step Content Done 
Current situ-
ation at pro-
ject start 

Eurostat coordinates the review process of access re-
quests, all MS concerned are asked for their permission 

23.11.2011 

Question to 
keep in mind 

Who will provide advice to researchers before they are 
formally seeking access? 

06.12.2011 

Documents 
to build on 

Chapter in “Proposal of the procedures linked to the 
Regulation on access to confidential data for scientific 
purposes” mailed to all ESSnet DARA project members 
by Aleksandra Bujnowska (Eurostat) 

30.01.2012 

Documents 
to build on 

“Delegation, trust and standards in ESSnet DARA” by 
Felix Ritchie, presented at the ESSnet DARA meeting 
in Paris 

02.02.2012 

Question to 
keep in mind 

Can there be any form or process of delegation so that 
not all MS have to consent to all research proposals? 

02.02.2012 

First draft Destatis will make a draft and send around before 3rd 
meeting 

14.06.2012 

Discussion at 
3rd meeting 

Discuss the draft and questions raised in it. Does the 
ESSnet DARA project group want to include different 
scenarios for the long term with pros and cons?  

05.07.2012 

Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 

Final step Document describing the workflow concerning the re-
view process for access requests  

 

 

1.5 Process and templates for signing confidentiality undertakings (Chaperon: INE) 

How should the process be designed? What do the undertakings look like and do they fit the 
ESSnet DARA needs? The draft for the revision of EC Regulation 831/2002 plans that unilat-
eral undertakings replace the contracts that were in use at the beginning of the ESSnet DARA 
project. This is a chapter that depends a lot from EC Regulation 831/2002 revision; in fact, the 
current and the proposed solution are different. The innovation is that in a decentralised solu-
tion the access is physically done in MS. This does not only have an impact on the workflow 
and organisational procedures it also needs to be considered from a legal point of view. 
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Step Content Done 
Current situ-
ation at pro-
ject start 

Eurostat signs contract with the institution of the user. 
Template available online. 

23.11.2011 

Question to 
keep in mind 

Inform users in the contract that it will be registered 
when they log in, for how long, and how much CPU 
they need (only if technically feasible). 

06.12.2011 

Draft of revi-
sion of regu-
lation 831 

The draft mentions that there shall be unilateral confi-
dentiality undertakings, the confidentiality undertaking 
signed by the head of the research entity (Article 6 (4)) 
is to be submitted with the application to be recognised 
as research entity. After the recognition as a research 
entity, researchers can submit research proposals. The 
individual confidentiality declaration by the researcher 
is to be submitted together with the research proposal  

30.01.2012 

Question to 
keep in mind 

Process is clear if revision is adopted this way, still open 
is whether the current suggestion of the template suits 
ESSnet DARA 

29.03.2012 

Working to-
wards 1st de-
liverable 

As long as the EC Regulation 831/2002 is in effect, con-
tracts have to be signed. For the long term, what is ESS-
net DARA project’s opinion, how should the legal side 
be handled? Collect and compile arguments on whether 
the draft of unilateral undertakings is suitable for ESS-
net DARA access and derive possible suggestions for 
improvements 

15.10.2012 

Final step Document describing the workflow for signing contracts 
with users, including templates 

 

 

1.6 Researcher management system (Chaperon: HCSO) 

What should be the final goal and how can this be implemented? This is dependent on the ex-
act configuration of the review process for proposals. Only if the review process and the user 
support are decentralised, then the administration system becomes a relevant issue.  
 
Step Content Done 
Documents 
to built on 

That there should be a database is mentioned in the final 
report of the predecessor ESSnet DA in section 4.3.5 on 
page 8. 

23.11.2011 

Current situ-
ation at pro-
ject start 

Eurostat is in charge of all administrative tasks in col-
lecting and maintaining a database of all users. 

20.10.2011 

Discussion at 
2nd meeting 

Do we need a system like that at all? Pros and cons have 
been mentioned. 

03.02.2012 

First draft HCSO prepares a document of the pros and cons wheth-
er we need a system/database at all, what kind of reports 
shall be possible with the database, suggestions how a 
database could be designed and what would be saved, 
send around before 3rd meeting 

June 2012 

Discussion at Discuss the draft, how do we want to proceed? Can we 05.07.2012 
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Step Content Done 
3rd meeting agree on a final goal in this subtask? HCSO incorporates 

discussion into paper. 
Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 

Final step Database with details on each research project accessi-
ble for Eurostat and all local RDCs(?), regularly updated

 

 

1.7 Manage user accounts (Chaperon: AfS Berlin) 

Describe the process of creating user accounts. Develop a standard which defines who should 
set up user accounts and how they should be set up, managed and maintained. 
 
Step Content Done 
Gather in-
formation on 
details 

Dependent on the exact details of the technology used 
and the administrative rights given to the several actors, 
discussed at ESSnet DARA kick-off meeting in Decem-
ber 2011. Will become clear with the functional specifi-
cations in WP2. 

06.12.2011 

Revise Revision necessary after implementation? Are the roles 
as we had defined them on the kick-off meeting? Then 
write a revised version of the technical requirements in 
the style of a manual. 

07.09.2012 

First draft AfS Berlin combines all arguments voiced at 2nd meet-
ing, draft how user accounts will be organised during 
ESSnet DARA project phase and after  DIGIT will 
want to be in charge of that. Prepare as a chapter for the 
1st deliverable. 

07.09.2012 

Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 

Final step Guidelines concerning the management of user accounts 
(including responsibilities) 

 

 

1.8 Data management (Chaperon: AfS Berlin) 

Describe the process of data management incorporating the new technological framework of 
the VIP SICON: How national microdata is delivered to Eurostat, how European data sets are 
created, how data sets specific to the research project are created, how to give permission to 
the coordinating local Safe Centre to retrieve data or move project data into special folders. 
 
Step Content Done 
Gather in-
formation on 
details 

Dependent on the exact details of the technology used 
and the administrative rights given to the several actors. 
Has been discussed at kick-off meeting on in December 
2011, but is also dependent on future developments 
within Eurostat. 

02.12.2011 

Question to 
keep in mind 

Keep in mind, that apart from data management, 
metadata has also to be provided. 

06.12.2011 
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First draft AfS Berlin combines all arguments voiced at 2nd meet-
ing into a draft for this part of the process during the 
ESSnet DARA project phase and suggestions for after. 
Prepare as a chapter for the 1st deliverable. 

07.09.2012 

Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 

Final step Guidelines concerning data management (including re-
sponsibilities and workflow) 

 

 

1.9 Output Checking (Chaperon: AfS Berlin) 

Guidelines for checking and releasing output for the ECHP. How should a peer review pro-
cess for output checking be implemented? Should we address the question whether the guide-
lines are extendable for other statistics than ECHP data? 
 
Step Content Done 
Documents 
to built on 

Assignability of the guidelines to the ECHP has been an-
alysed in the predecessor ESSnet DA. Documentation in 
the final report chapter 4.7 (pages 14ff). The chapter has 
been made available by Destatis to all ESSnet DARA 
project partners in word. 

29.11.2011 

Documents 
to built on 

Guidelines for output checking have been written by the 
ESSnet of the same name and are available from: 
http://neon.vb.cbs.nl/casc/ESSnet/GuidelinesForOutputC
hecking_Dec2009.pdf 

23.11.2011 

Discussion at 
2nd meeting 

Suggestions for the different scenarios that had been pre-
pared by AfS Berlin have been discussed. More ad-
vantages and disadvantages have been mentioned. First 
preferences for scenarios have been voiced. 

02.02.2012 

Revise draft AfS Berlin includes all other aspects mentioned at the 2nd 
meeting into the first draft.  

07.09.2012 

Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 

Final step Handbook including guidelines for checking and releas-
ing output 

 

 
 

2. Documents for the scientific community / the users of microdata 

2.1 Form for research proposals (Chaperon: Destatis) 

ESSnet DARA shall propose a form for research proposals considering access to EU confi-
dential data via Safe Centres in NSIs of the MS. Depending on the configuration of the review 
process for proposals, the research proposal form has to be created to ease the review process 
and provide all details necessary. The content of the questionnaire is also dependent on the 
revision of the EC Regulation 831/2002.  
 
Step Content Done 
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Step Content Done 
Documents 
to built on 

A draft of request form has been developed in the pre-
decessor ESSnet DA project, it has been made available 
by Destatis in Word to all ESSnet DARA project part-
ners 

29.11.2011 

Documents 
to build on 

“Application form for research entities” as chapter in 
“Proposal of the procedures linked to the Regulation on 
access to confidential data for scientific purposes” 
mailed to all ESSnet DARA project members by Ale-
ksandra Bujnowska (Eurostat) 

30.01.2012 

Question to 
keep in mind 

Keep in mind, that in the future the individual undertak-
ing shall be handed in together with the research pro-
posal 

03.02.2012 

Discussion at 
3rd meeting 

This chapter is closely related to the task of reviewing 
research proposals, therefore it is chaperoned as well by 
Destatis. 

05.07.2012 

Towards 1st 
deliverable 

Finalise paper to be included into the first deliverable of 
WP1 

15.10.2012 

Final step Make available on the internet  
 

2.2 User manual on access to confidential data (Chaperon: HCSO) 

As a comprehensive example the user manual from Statistics Canada can be mentioned: 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/rdc-cdr/pdf/researcher-rechercheur-guide-eng.pdf or the manual 
from the NCHS: http://www.cdc.gov/rdc/Data/B4/DisclosureManual.pdf. 
The user manual can either be made available as a single PDF-document or as an interactive 
web presence.  
 
Step Content Done 
Documents 
to built on 

Website of Eurostat 23.11.2011 

Question to 
keep in mind 

Will researchers be trained in any way? If yes, how? 
Like in the UK? 

06.12.2011 

Documents 
to build on 

Almost all chapters in “Proposal of the procedures 
linked to the Regulation on access to confidential data 
for scientific purposes” mailed to all ESSnet DARA 
project members by Aleksandra Bujnowska (Eurostat) 

30.01.2012 

Working to-
wards 1st de-
liverable 

This chapter should not be too detailed for the 1st deliv-
erable, as many details in the workflow are yet unclear; 
sometimes several scenarios are described in the docu-
ments for Safe Centre staff.  
Only the final scenario shall be described in detail for 
the handbook for researchers during the 2nd project year. 
During the first project year the more detailed version of 
the workflow is in the documents for Safe Centre staff 
(see chapters above).  

15.10.2012 

Final step Make available on the internet  
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Timeline 
When? Steps 
Before 3rd 
telephone conference in Sep-
tember 2012 

Chapters (single documents) shall be mailed to all project 
partners 

October 2012 Combine chapters/papers to one document, respectively to 
two manuals (draft version) 

During second year of project Revise and continue working on all chapters 
October 2013 Combine all chapters to two manuals (final version) 
 
Versions 
Version Date Comments 
1 23.11.2011 Presented at the kick-off meeting on the 1st and 2nd of De-

cember 2011 in Wiesbaden 
2 27.01.2012 Incorporating progress from the kick-off meeting and sug-

gestions for the timeline, preparing for the 2nd meeting 
3 06.02.2012 Including results from 2nd meeting in Paris from 1st to 3rd of 

February 2012 
3.1 29.03.2012 Adapt technical terms to match the draft of the revision of 

the EC Regulation 831/2002, Version from January 24th 
2012 

3.2 02.07.2012 Update, to include all preparatory work that was done be-
fore Lisbon meeting 

4 30.08.2012 Update, include discussions in Lisbon. Prepare discussion at 
phone conference in September 2012. 

5 05.10.2012 Update, include all work done towards 1st deliverable 
 
 

WP 2, INSEE: Concept of technical implementation and safety requirements for remote 
access 

The main task of WP2 is the preparation of the implementation of the pilot from a technical 
point of view. Right at the beginning of the ESSnet DARA project, the team has drafted the 
security requirements and the user demands for a remote access system (Please see list of 
safety and user requirements for a remote access system, Annex WP2.1). 
This document was sent to Eurostat at the 20th of January 2012 and was forwarded to the 
company ahrs which is going to design one part of the remote access system within the VIP-
SICON project. 
For the preparation phase of the pilot the way of the technical connection to the Citrix server 
at the EC was investigated. At the moment there are two NSIs connected via sTesta network. 
The other NSIs have difficulties to connect via sTesta because this part of the IT infrastructure 
was outsourced to an external company what makes this way of connection much more ex-
pensive as the companies are charging monthly costs for maintaining the connection. That’s 
why the alternative to connect via ECAS is also considered at the moment. 
For the preparation of the pilot, the Member States have been informed about the project and 
the usage of their ECHP data. This was done in a official letter to inform Member States and 
Working Group on Statistical Confidentiality (WGSC) about the aim and the content of ESS-
net DARA project (Annex WP2.2) and the supporting documents (Annex WP2.2.1, 
WP2.2.2). The result is that the ESSnet DARA project is permitted to use the ECHP data for 
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testing purposes of the four European countries France, Germany, Portugal and United King-
dom. 
To test and evaluate the usability of the pilot a draft of testing plan (Annex WP2.3) was de-
veloped and will be applied in WP4. The preparation phase in WP2 ends with the deliverable 
of this report and all the action of the implementation and improvements of the remote access 
system will be proceeded in WP4. 
 

WP 3, ONS: Cost benefit analysis 

The main goal of this work package is to collect, analyse and report on the cost / benefits of 
remote and decentralised access to European statistical data. 
 
Deliverable: Planned to deliver April 2013 
Progress to date: 
 
Agreement has been reached on scope, content and resource allocation for the cost mod-
el. 

 
 ‘Cost model’ development (will be supported by INE in IT costs) will include: 
 

 Staff planning costs, (different roles within RDC) 
 Set-up / Operational costs 
 Fixed / Variable costs 
 IT and infrastructure costs, (both RDC and SICON related) 

 
Agreement has been reached on scope, content and resource allocation for the benefit 
model. 
 

 ‘Benefit model’ development (will be supported by HCSO and AfS Berlin) will in-
clude: 

 
 Numbers of research projects (within an agreed time period) 
 Numbers of researchers (within an agreed time period) 
 Numbers of publications  

 
Analysis against cost model will be supported by Destatis 
Analysis against benefit model will be supported by HCSO and AfS Berlin 
Cost vs Benefit Analysis will be supported by Destatis, HCSO and AfS Berlin 
Summary & conclusion – leading to best practice paper will be supported by Destatis, 
HCSO and AfS Berlin 
 
Current activities:  
 

- Analysis of models and results from the first project of cost estimations. 
- Draft questionnaire design for cost model. 
- Draft questionnaire design for benefit model. 
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WP 4, INSEE: Implementation of remote access – case study 

The preparation of the implementation of the pilot has been made in WP2. All the preparatory 
actions that have been made in WP2 will continue in WP4 with the real implementation of the 
remote access pilot. The WP4 officially begins by the end of October 2012 and the outcome 
will be described in the final report. 
 

WP 5, DESTATIS: Communication and Dissemination to ESS 

The main goal of this work package is to promote the aim and results of the project to the 
non-participating members of the ESS and to the European research community. According to 
the description of work in this WP almost all planned action has been fulfilled already during 
the first project year. 
There is a close collaboration between the VIP-SICON project and ESSnet DARA to syn-
chronise the requirements and user needs for the remote access system.  
 
The following actions in this work package have been carried out during the period of the last 
12 month: 
 
 Presentation about the goals of the project on the 2nd ESSnet Workshop in Cologne at the 

27th of October 2011. (Please see Annex WP5.1) 
 
 Presentation about the goals of the project on the UNECE/Eurostat work session on Statis-

tical Disclosure Control in October 2011 in Tarragona (Deliverable, please see Annex 
WP5.2) 

 
 The contractor from the company arhs has been invited to the second project meeting to 

design and discuss the safety and user requirements for the remote access system 
 
 There was held a presentation of the ESSnet DARA project at the 6th Steering group meet-

ing of VIP-SICON via telephone conference (please see Annex WP5.3) 
 
 The ESSnet DARA project members as well as the coordinator are involved in the feed-

back procedure of the revision of the EC Regulation 831/2002. The project team does also 
communicate with the relevant circle at Eurostat about the latest developments in this 
field. 

 
 The ESSnet DARA project was presented at the “Workshop on Data Access” (WDA) on 

the 26th March 2012 in Luxembourg (Annex WP5.4) 
 
 Presentation at the First “European Data Access Forum” (EDAF) on the 27th of March in 

Luxembourg  
 
 Presentation at the OECD meeting of “Expert Group on Microdata Access” on the 31st 

May 2012 in Paris (Annex WP5.5) 
 
 Presentation at the 3rd ESSnet DARA project meeting to a circle of Researchers in Portu-

gal and Employees of INE in Lisbon  
 
 Presentation at the 98th DGINS meeting on the 24th September in Prague (Annex WP5.6) 
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 Presentation at the “Privacy in Statistical Databases” conference on the 27th of September 

2012 in Palermo (Annex WP5.7) 
 
 Publication about the ESSnet DARA project: European Data Access comes true - “Decen-

tralised and Remote Access to Confidential Data in the ESS”, in Privacy in Statistical Da-
tabases, Lecture Notes in Computer Science Volume 7556, 2012, pp 286-294, Palermo. 

 
 Presentation of current state of affairs of DARA at the Data without Boundaries WP4-

Meeting on the 9th of October 2012 in Wiesbaden 
 
 Update and upgrade of the project website www.safe-centre.eu (Deliverable) 
 
 Update of information in the public and working area on the www.essnet-portal.eu 
 
 Presentation of intermediate results to Eurostat and on the project website (Deliverable) 
 
 

WP 6, DESTATIS: Project Management 

The main aim of the WP6 is to coordinate the project and the project team. This includes the 
coordination and organisation of contacts and contracts between the partners. During the first 
project year were following actions done by Destatis to manage the project: 
 
 Creation of an ESSnet DARA project logo and draft of a project agronomy (Annex 

WP6.1) 
 
 List of ESSnet DARA contact details (please see a latest version in the Annex WP6.2) 
 
 Creation of an ESSnet DARA project time table (latest version of time table please see 

Picture 2 in chapter 5) 
 
 Preparation and coordination of meetings and telephone conferences in cooperation with 

the project partners including draft, coordinate and circulate dates, location details, meet-
ing invitations, agendas, documents, minutes and to-do lists (please see Annex WP6.3 to 
WP 6.19 the agreed agendas and minutes) 

 
 Invitation of guests to ESSnet DARA meetings (e.g. delegates from DwB and company 

arhs) 
 
 
 


