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1. Introduction 

This technical part of the Final Report was drafted by the rapporteurs 

Ms Donatella Fazio, Ms Maria Grazia Calza and Ms Arianna Carciotto 

from the Italian National Institute of Statistics (Istat). 

All the presentations referred to in this part of the report can be 

accessed via the following link: http://www.cros-

portal.eu/content/workshop-programme-and-presentations-0.
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2. Workshop sessions 

2.1 Opening Session (plenary) 

Mr Enrico Giovannini, the President of the Italian National Statistical 

Institute, opened the third ESSNet Workshop 2012 welcoming the 

participants to Rome. He pointed out the importance of this event that, 

following Cologne 2011 and Stockholm 2010, aims at strengthening 

the dialogue between existing and future research within the European 

Statistical System sharing the knowledge and the best practices in the 

technical and methodological fields carried out by the ESS NSIs. The 

research and the technological innovation within the ESS represent the 

pillar for the implementation of information and data responding to the 

societal call to have “better statistics” to close the gap between what 

official statistics say and what people perceive. The cooperation 

among the National Statistical Institutes (NSIs) and the consolidation of 

the awareness to act as a Network is the way to move forward for 

overcoming the challenges that the ESS is facing: the ever-increasing 

demand for new and better statistics; the request for reduction in the 

burden imposed by data collection; the rising need for measuring 

cross-cutting and complex phenomena. He pointed out how the 

increasing needs of official statistics have to be realised improving 

efficiency taking into account the substantial cuts in the financial and 

human resources of these years. Moreover, Mr Giovannini stressed 

how the NSIs have new opportunities provided by ICT and how these 

are deeply impacting on statistical data dissemination, visualisation 

and retrieval. In the frame of Europe 2020 strategy, Mr Giovannini, 

went on looking forward on the new vision of Eurostat and about the 

ESS VIP strategy that the European Statistical System Committee 

adopted in November 2012. The success of the new strategy will be 

ensured by the tools (infrastructures, networks, centres of 
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competence) that will be set up to make the vision possible. The 

strategy will lead to new wider investment at European level to 

implement common infrastructures and to reach a better organisation 

within the ESS taking into consideration also legal implications that will 

lead to a review of the European statistical law. Concluding, he invited 

the floor to reflect on how the success of the new stream will depend 

mainly on the people who want to work to build up new statistics and 

how the ESS has to invest in Human Capital to realise the new vision. 

In this direction Istat’s President concluded stressing on the 

importance of the European Master on Official Statistics (EMOS) that 

is being launched. 

Mr Antonio Baigorri, on behalf of Eurostat, welcomed the participants 

and the workshop organisers. He thanked Mr Giovannini confirming 

how the new ESS strategy, that will be deepened during the works of 

the workshop, will imply for the NSIs new ways of working based on 

the cooperation enforcing the ESS Network. He presented the 

Programme of the two-day workshop. It will be a forum to share the 

results of the on going or recently concluded ESSnet projects in the six 

envisaged parallel sections but mainly it will represent the moment to 

illustrate, deepen and discuss the new top-down strategy resulting in 

the ESS VIP programme launched by ESS Committee. He concluded 

encouraging the participants to deeply reflect on how to continue and 

to consolidate the lines of the research of each ESSnet project 

connecting to the new ESS VIP Programme based on the vision of 

“building blocks” cross-cutting various “statistical business domains”. 

He finally thanked ICON-INSTITUT Public Sector GmbH for the 

organisation and the rapporteurs from Istat for their work, whishing all 

a fruitful and successful Workshop. 
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After the welcome speeches by Mr Giovannini and Mr Baigorri, two 

presentations on a general overview of ESS VIP programme and the 

new ESSnet strategy were given by Eurostat representatives. 

1. The ESS VIP PROGRAMME – Jean-Marc Museux (Eurostat) 

Mr Museux gave an overall presentation of the ESS VIP programme 

underlining the continuity with the past activities. In particular, the VIP 

(Vision Infrastructure Programme) is made up of a set of coordinated 

projects at ESS level whose main scope is an efficient use of 

resources. He outlined the new approach which will be initially 

structured in: a) 7 ESS VIP (tentative) projects aiming at 

changing/improving the business processes, freeing resources, 

reducing burden on the system; b) in 5 Cross-cutting infrastructure 

developments to enable the realisation of business projects and to be 

reused by other projects in the future. 

Mr Museux gave a detailed description of the reasons to change 

represented mainly by the increased demand for new and better 

statistics as well as all kind of constraints (financial, organisational,…) 

that have to be faced. He stressed the need for agility, flexibility, 

controlling costs and ensuring quality of the outputs of the ESSnet 

activities. After describing the current statistical production flow, 

represented by the primary data collection at national level together 

with the EU statistical production, he illustrated the future system of 

ESS production and dissemination of statistics. He pointed out that in 

this complex process many steps are common, so they can be made 

unique and shared. To this effect, there is a strong need for developing 

interoperability, fixing standards and common metadata, and sharing 

information as well. He pointed out that the main concept underneath 

the new approach is the re-use of other project results by the entire 

European Statistical System. Moreover, he pointed out how the VIP 
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infrastructure needs support from the ESSC for governance, the 

human resources management, the adaptation of the legal framework, 

and a new way of cooperation like the Centres of Competence. He 

finally reminded that the VIP programme will run from 2013 to 2017 

and that the projects in the programme will be closely tied together, 

besides ensuring synergies with other initiatives on the same issues. 

After some questions on Mr Museux’ presentation, he added that the 

ESSnet projects have to focus on few bigger issues rather than having 

too many projects in different fields, in order to look for efficiency and 

thus contain costs. 

2. State of play of the ESSnet programme and the new ESSnet 

strategy – Martin Karlberg (Eurostat)  

After giving a general overview of the conclusions of the 2011 ESSnet 

workshop, Mr Karlberg presented the main findings of the 2012 

ESSnet assessment report. In particular, among the shortcomings, he 

highlighted the fragmentation of the ESSnet projects both among them 

and with other projects; the lack of exchange with other areas, the lack 

of cost/benefit analysis, in some cases the lack of scientific aspects 

and the narrow impact on the ESS as a whole. As for the benefits, he 

stressed good examples of projects such as “Profiling” and “EGR”, and 

the impressive scientific aspects as well as the useful contribution to 

standardisation/harmonisation given in some ESSnet projects. 

Moreover, Mr Karlberg presented the 2012 ESSnet communication 

survey on the ESSnet portal users. Among the main results, he 

mentioned a low response rate, the need for a discussion leader to 

launch the discussion when needed and for a brief summary about 

recent initiatives on the portal home page. Mr Karlberg added that the 

VIP programme was adopted by the ESSC in May 2012, underlying 

the priority given to the top-down approach and the concept of the 
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Centres of Competence. The ESS VIP programme will be made up by 

ESSnet projects, fewer and larger projects, many of them “top-down” 

project in the “Vision Implementation” stream. He finally presented the 

new CROS portal which is the merge of the ESSnet portal and the old 

CROS portal. He concluded his presentation with a brief description of 

the ESSnet programme for 2013. 

Some questions were raised about the lack of social statistics among 

the domains foreseen in the new programme. Mr Karlberg clarified that 

there is not a competition among domains but a priority setting: social 

statistics are not underrepresented but business statistics are a EU 

priority at the moment, together with the projects dealing with 

infrastructure and IT. The cross-cutting infrastructures are intended to 

be used for social statistics as well. 

2.2 Session 1 (parallel): European System of Business 
Registers (ESBRs) 

This session, chaired by Mr Amerigo Liotti from Eurostat, was shaped 

around the European System of Business Registers (ESBRs) ESS VIP 

project. This is one of the domain oriented VIP projects that are 

intended to pilot and realise the sharing of information, services and 

costs in individual statistical domains. The five ESSnet projects 

presented, dealing with business statistics and registers issues, were 

included in the session in order to identify interactions and the way 

they can fit into the above mentioned ESS VIP programme. 

1. The ESBRs ESS VIP project – Amerigo Liotti (Eurostat) 

Mr Liotti presented the ESS VIP European System of interoperable 

statistical Business Registers project. The basic idea is to develop 

statistical business registers across the ESS, building up a network of 
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interoperable statistical business registers for the production of 

European businesses statistics. He pointed out that the project is 

mainly aimed at improving consistency and coherence, reducing 

production costs and facilitating data integration; allowing the 

production of better statistics on globalisation and specialised statistics 

on European multinational enterprise groups (MNEs), based on the 

EuroGroups Register (EGR); providing pioneer solutions (micro data 

linking, use of administrative data, secure transmission of confidential 

data, etc.) that will be available for other projects, stressing the concept 

of re-usability. Moreover he mentioned the three pillars the project 

stands on: strengthening the role of national Business Register, 

improving the EGR quality and developing an IT infrastructure. During 

the session some interesting questions were raised in relation to the 

technical and methodological aspects of the project. 

2. The EGR ESSnet project – Serena Migliardo (Istat) 

Ms Migliardo presented the main results achieved by the first ESSnet 

on EuroGroups Register (EGR) and the planned future steps that will 

be implemented by the second ESSnet running in 2012-2013. The 

main result of the project has been the setting up of the European 

statistical business register of multinational enterprise groups built up 

as a network made up of a central system located at Eurostat and local 

systems placed in the NSIs of participating countries. The EGR 

represents a common statistical frame for NSIs and National Central 

Banks for sampling coordinated populations in the production of 

statistics on globalisation. It will offer statistics producers remote 

access to an integrated and up-to-date statistical register on enterprise 

groups which have relevant transnational operations in at least one of 

the European countries. The second ESSnet will complete the 

realisation of the EGR v.2.0 aiming at improving the efficiency of the 



 

 

2 Workshop sessions 

11 ESSnet Workshop 2012 - Technical report 

EGR production cycle for NSIs, improving the quality of the EGR final 

frames, involving users in measuring EGR quality. The EGR v.2.0 is 

planned to be finished in 2014. 

3. Profiling – Pierre Teillet (INSEE)  

Mr Teillet explained that the project aims at setting up a coherent and 

consistent methodology for defining the ‘profiling’ of large and complex 

multinational enterprise groups, trying to understand the global 

structure of a group and its national parts. The methodology developed 

by the ESSnet initiates a kind of “culture change” in the treatment of 

units in business statistics. It should no longer be necessary to have 

predefined units in the business register. Profiling starts from the 

accounting systems of the Multinational Enterprises (MNEs) and 

analyses the operational and accounting structure of an enterprise 

group and determines the structure of (autonomous) statistical units 

using a top-down-process. The project is aimed at describing 

consistently the same Global  Enterprise Group in all EU and EFTA 

countries (enterprises linked between countries, presently through the 

EGR); supporting efficient data collection through surveys (SBS, 

FATS, FDI, STS); disseminating and supporting the indirect use (e.g. 

National accounts).  

The project is coordinated by INSEE together with seven partners and 

it will end in 2013. The ESSnet Profiling has many overlapping or 

complementary items with the other ESSnets projects of this session 

such as EGR Methodology, Consistency or Global Value Chains. It 

tries to cooperate with all relevant European and other international 

bodies. 

4. Global Value Chains – Peter Bøegh Nilsen (Statistics Denmark)  



 
 

 
 

2 
 

Workshop sessions 

12  ESSnet Workshop 2012 - Technical report  

The project aims at building up Globalisation Indicators to measure 

economic globalisation. The presentation focused on the 

implementation of micro data linking methods covering existing 

business registers. Mr Nilsen explained that the use of micro data 

linking allows statistics producers to generate new knowledge without 

increasing the respondent burden, adding value to already collected 

data by integrating the different registers and collecting information not 

available from existing statistical registers. Moreover, the project, 

developing national longitudinal data sets, will provide policy makers 

with relevant analytical outputs based on new information on economic 

globalisation, allowing them to analyse the impact on some economic 

variables, such as employment and trade patterns. 

5. Consistency – Giuseppe Garofalo (Istat)  

Mr Garofalo highlighted the main aim of the project, that is providing a 

methodological, sustainable and cost-effective harmonised framework 

to compare different areas of business and trade statistics, reducing 

horizontal (difficulty in comparing the statistical outputs of the different 

statistical domains) and vertical (difficulty in comparing the statistical 

outputs produced by different NSIs) inconsistency. Among the 

expected results of the project that plays an important role within the 

MEETS programme, Mr Garofalo cited the improvement of the 

consistency between legal acts on business and trade statistics, the 

harmonisation of the methodology among the relevant areas, and a 

possible revision of statistical legal acts. Taking into account that with 

the ESS VIP ESBR Eurostat proposes a global ESS approach aiming 

at a European System of interoperable statistical Business Registers, 

going beyond the existing EGR and the national business registers, the 

project will pave the way towards an improvement of consistency in 

terms of definitions and harmonisation. 
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2.3 Session 2 (parallel): Shared services 

The presentations included in this session, chaired by Ms Christine 

Wirtz from Eurostat, were oriented around the main Shared Services 

issue. The session started with the presentation of the ESS VIP 

Shared Services project one of the five technical cross-cutting projects 

that have been identified to build the building blocks of a common ESS 

infrastructure. Then the session continued with the presentations of 

four ESSnet projects highlighting how these projects can be embedded 

into the VIP project.  

1. Shared services in the ESS VIPs – Christine Wirtz (Eurostat)  

Ms Wirtz presented the scope and the objectives of the ESS VIP 

Shared services cross cutting project. The main idea is to put in place 

an architecture and a related governance in order to allow sharing of 

services across processes and ESS partners. This cross cutting VIP 

project will support business domain oriented ESS VIP projects 

providing one or several services to be shared in the ESS. Links with 

ESSnet projects and other initiatives were highlighted. The project will 

develop an ESS framework for building services and a platform for 

sharing services developing a common approach that can ensure 

economies of scale, integration and reusability as well as actual reuse 

of services. Finally it was pointed out that the business case for the 

ESS cross-cutting project “Shared services” needs to be further 

elaborated. 

2. CORE – Monica Scannapieco (Istat)  

The project (Common Reference Environment) has continued the work 

of the previous CORA (Common Reference Architecture) project and 

focuses on the IT perspective developing an environment for the 
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definition and execution of standard statistical processes. It responds 

to the need for standardisation and industrialisation of processes 

contributing to minimising duplications and maximising cost-

effectiveness. Ms Monica Scannapieco described how the project 

permits to solve both technological and data heterogeneity in a single 

environment. A specific objective of the project envisages the usage of 

Core platform in production scenarios of Istat. It was stressed how 

most of the work done in this project can be the starting point of the 

Shared Services technical cross-cutting issue of the ESS VIP 

Programme. As to the possibility to use Core results by other 

countries, Ms Scannapieco spoke about the availability of a prototype 

and its possible adoption in a very next future. 

3. MEMOBUST – Marco Di Zio (Istat)  

This ESSnet on Methodology for modern business statistics 

(Memobust) was presented by Mr Marco di Zio. He stressed that the 

objective of the project is to develop a common methodology for the 

production of business statistics to be shared among NSIs. The main 

research results will be the compilation of a Methodological Handbook 

to be presented in a modern form to statisticians, methodologists, 

managers and software architects. It will be composed of self-

contained modules that will be focused on topics of key interest for 

Eurostat. The handbook will be made available on the CROS portal. 

During the presentation it was stressed the importance of cooperation 

with other ESSnet projects (Admin data and Data Integration) and the 

dynamic nature of the handbook to be considered as a product that 

can be updated in the future allowing other countries to integrate some 

parts. 

4. SDC harmonisation – Luisa Franconi (Istat)  
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Ms Luisa Franconi started her presentation pointing out the reasons for 

an ESSnet on Common Tools and Harmonised Methodology for 

Statistical Disclosure Control in the ESS. In particular, the release of 

micro data have different requirements/strategies in MSs however 

micro data from different countries have to be comparable in order to 

be useful for the final users. Thus, it is important to compare strategies 

for tabular data protection and include the EU dimension in the 

process. The project that ended on April 2012, aimed at developing a 

co-operation within the ESS with regard to Statistical Disclosure 

Control, in particular research dealing with the harmonisation of micro 

data release to achieve comparability; comparison of strategies for 

tabular data protection and inclusion of the EU dimension in the 

process and the study of sustainability of SDC software tools at a EU 

level (µ-ARGUS and τ-ARGUS). 

5. Multi-mode data collection (DCSS) – Karen Blanke (DESTATIS)  

Ms Karen Blanke presented the aims and the structure of the recently 

started ESSnet on Data Collection for Social Surveys Using Multiple 

Modes (DCSS). The project aims at developing a co-operation within 

the ESS with regard to the development of web data collection tools for 

social statistics, implementing and assessing the impacts of mixed 

mode data collection (CAPI, CATI, CAWI, PAPI) in social statistics and 

offering methodological guidance on CAWI and further harmonisation 

of multi mode data collection in the ESS. The Labor Force Survey 

(LFS) has been chosen as a concrete example and attention will be 

also given to new technologies. The final workshop of the project is 

planned to be held in 2014. 
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In the discussion that took place at the end of the session some 

elements were pointed out. First it was highlighted that the ESS VIP 

Shared Service infrastructure wants to respond to the need for 

cooperation and common effort. It will allow a follow up of the results of 

the projects and will make information available to all (RE-USABILITY) 

assuring a continuous updating of the products. Among open issues 

the chair listed the governance and the ownership of the ESSnet 

projects results. 
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2.4 Session 3 (parallel): Modernisation of European 
Statistics and indicators 

Given the current environmental changes with the ensuing increasing 

of importance of statistics for policy making, and taking into account 

the stronger need for flexibility and quality together with the budget 

constraints and IT techniques, this session was devoted to the 

modernisation of statistics in different domains and using new 

methodologies. The chair of the session was Mr Fernando Reis from 

Eurostat. 

1. Developing energy consumption data to meet users needs - Duncan 

Millard (Department of Energy and Climate Change, UK)  

Given the concerns about climate change and taking into consideration 

that countries are developing policies facing this and policies have to 

be monitored, the project is based on the importance of energy 

efficiency and energy use at EU level. In particular, the project deals 

with the statistics on the use of energy in the residential sector, with 

the aim of identifying the EU MS users’ needs, providing a global 

inventory of practices for the statistics in the residential sector, 

producing a manual on the matter and organising a training session for 

all the users in the MS. Mr Millard underlined that the project faces the 

strong need for developing an integrated approach (data matching) to 

gather data on energy consumption and common definitions. 

Moreover, he highlighted that there is not only one solution to meet all 

countries’ needs but a variety of approaches are needed, such as 

household surveys, business surveys, administrative data, modelling, 

integrated approaches. After pointing out the good aspects of the 

project, represented by a good work in team, a helpful support from 

Eurostat and clear project objectives as well, Mr Millard pointed out 

some drawbacks such as how to find a way to keep the output up to 
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date and the administrative burden which remains too high. Finally, 

after a question on the possibility to gather data from the energy 

companies, Mr Millar clarified that energy suppliers know very little 

about the consumption while the statistical survey allows the collection 

of data on many detailed aspects on energy consumption. 

2. Tourism - Elena Rosa Pérez (INE)  

In her presentation Ms Pérez explained that the “Automated data 

collection and reporting in accommodation statistics” project intends to 

design a common XML file for automated data collection to guarantee 

the coherence of the data on tourism accommodation statistics with the 

aim of increasing the data quality, reducing costs and improving the 

timeliness and punctuality of statistics. This project reflects the need 

for more information in a shorter period of time, while reducing 

response burden and keeping quality high arising from the statistical 

Regulation on the matter and the European Code of Practice. Ms 

Pérez pointed out that in Europe many countries have automated data 

collection for tourism statistics but using different systems. The 

objective of the project is to develop a common European XML file to 

automatically gather data and send a related report, which implies the 

issue of deciding the common variables to investigate and great 

problems from an IT point of view. Besides the advantages already 

mentioned, the implementation of the project activities would allow the 

reduction of the response burden and customised information on the 

automated report. Among the drawbacks, Ms Pérez mentioned the 

initial costs to develop the application, the concerns about the possible 

technical problems and confidentiality. An interesting discussion on the 

possibility to extend this approach to non participating countries 

followed and Ms Pérez assured that it is possible to customise the IT 

application as the software is flexible, and the NSIs involved in the 
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project can easily provide technical documentation on the IT 

development. Even if each country needs a customisation, the main 

aim remains a common general scheme and shared standards. 
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3. Small Area Estimation - Stefano Falorsi (Istat) 

Mr Falorsi explained that large scale surveys produce reliable 

estimates on subpopulations sufficiently represented in the sample. 

Nevertheless there is a problem in producing estimates on more 

disaggregated populations as the sample may not be big enough to 

produce estimates. Thus the question is how to produce more accurate 

estimates on small domains, exploiting information from “neighbouring” 

domains. Mr Falorsi pointed out that the project objective is to promote 

SAE methods for social surveys. In particular, it is aimed at facilitating 

the use of SAE in social statistics, drawing guidelines to promote SAE, 

producing software for SAE, sharing results among partners and 

disseminate results outside the project also by means of training 

sessions. He expressed also the concern about the quality of the 

estimator produced. 

4. The e-Frame FP7 project - Marina Signore (Istat) 

Ms Signore started her presentation underlying that e-Frame project is 

not an ESSnet but a support and coordination project funded by the 

European Commission under the 7th Framework Programme. She 

highlighted the project general objectives that are: stocktaking 

available results on research activities on measuring well-being; 

fostering a European debate over the issue; defining guidelines for the 

use of the existing indicators; identify new inputs for future research 

agendas; harmonising NSIs initiative on the matter. Moreover, she 

described the project consortium, the work packages, the workshops 

and conferences schemes, the reports completed so far. She also 

mentioned the cross cutting activities such as creating a European 

network, drafting a handbook, a roadmap and a report on measuring 

progress and sustainable development. She underlined that there is a 
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particular focus on the use of well-being indicators at a local level. She 

concluded her presentation inviting the participants to join the network. 

During the discussion Ms Signore clarified the timing of the project 

which runs from 1 January 2012 to 30 June 2014. She also explained 

that the project is not aimed at gathering data but mainly at carrying 

out a stocktaking activity done so far and at fostering the debate on the 

matter, benefiting also by opportunities like the workshop. 

5. Modernisation of European Social Statistics - Fernando Reis 

(Eurostat) 

Mr Reis explained that Eurostat’s modernisation strategy in social 

statistics has been launched as this kind of statistics is becoming 

increasingly important, given the complexity of the current 

environment, unemployment, IT development, the need for measuring 

happiness, budget constraints. He stressed the concept of integration: 

the system is moving from an isolated to a more integrated one. He 

also underlined the importance of the NSIs involvement in defining the 

strategy for a common decision. The current situation is characterised 

by the fact that Eurostat holds many data, several data sources 

(registers, population frame, sampling) and administrative data, thus 

developing a data warehouse on social statistics and coordinating 

social surveys are highly important. Mr Reis stressed that it is 

necessary to reflect on the role of the census, if it is a survey or a way 

to build a register, and on the role of multiple data collection in social 

statistics. Moreover, it is important to take into account statistics 

compiled by other actors (e.g.: European Central Banks) and the new 

data sources (e.g.: electronic footprint). In this sense the basic 

paradigms of social statistics become the need for common concepts 

and standardisations. Moreover, he introduced the concept of 

modularisation, that is breaking surveys down into smaller building 
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blocks reintegrating them in a different way to be re-used. In fact, for 

historical reasons, there are too many social surveys which have 

developed isolated and without link each other, and this means too 

much fragmentation. Thus, it is essential to improve the statistical data 

matching, defining ex-ante the conditions for a successful statistical 

data matching, to avoid a huge ex-post work. Mr Reis also spoke about 

the multi-mode data collection for social statistics, moving towards the 

use of computer assisted modes. As for the use of administrative 

sources (ESS VIP programme), he reminded that while this is a 

national issue, Eurostat encourages Member States to do it, through 

financial support. He concluded his presentation by expressing the 

need for keeping a high quality of the social statistics produced. 

2.5 General Session (Plenary) 

Day 2 was opened by Mr. Antonio Baigorri from Eurostat who 

described the forthcoming workshop programme. 

Ms Donatella Fazio, the main rapporteur, gave an overview of the Day 

1 parallel sessions 1, 2 and 3, supervised respectively by the three 

rapporteurs, Ms Donatella Fazio herself, Ms Maria Grazia Calza and 

Ms Arianna Carciotto.  

The general session went on with the three presentations summarised 

below. 

1. Managing ESSnet projects: challenges, solutions… and questions. 

The Net-SILC experience - Eric Marlier (CEPS/INSTEAD Research 

Institute) 

In his presentation Mr Marlier focused on the ESSnet Net-SILC2 

project, underlying that it is a continuation of the previous Net-SILC. He 
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gave a detailed description of the project, its duration and the 

consortium. He pointed out that the main objectives of the new project 

will be represented by wide socio-economic analyses using data 

coming from EU-SILC survey, stressing that Net-SILC 2 will be more 

thematic, it will conduct more in-depth methodological work, keeping a 

close link with EU needs and paying a greater attention to the 

dissemination of the results. He concluded his presentation 

emphasising that the main challenge remains to further improve 

synergies within the ESS. 

Mr Baigorri added that Net-SILC represents a good example on how to 

manage complex projects with many partners, ensuring a smooth 

implementation of the activities. 

2. Cooperation framework for Member States under the ESS VIP 

SIMSTAT - Georges Pongas (Eurostat) 

On behalf of Mr M. Hussain who was not able to participate in the 

workshop, Mr Pongas gave his presentation firstly clarifying the 

difference between Intrastat, that measures of the trade among EU 

Member States, and Extrastat, that measures the trade between the 

EU and third countries. He explained that while Extrastat data are 

based on custom declarations, Intrastat data are collected through 

enterprise surveys and VAT information, thus causing a heavy 

response burden. He mentioned that this statistical field is 

characterised by a long tradition aimed at simplifying the data 

collection. To this regard, the ESS VIP SIMSTAT project represents an 

attempt to reduce the response burden by allowing the exchange of 

enterprise microdata among ESS NSIs. Consequently, import data 

would be in principle easy to gather as they should reflect export data, 

and thus data could be collected only once. In this context SIMSTAT 

aimes to build up an IT infrastructure for data exchange, ensuring data 
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quality. Since setting up the new system will require huge financial 

efforts by Member States, financial support will be provided by 

Eurostat. A detailed description of the phases of SIMSTAT 

development followed. 

During the discussion Mr Pongas gave some details about the 

scheduling of the project activities. Moreover, he clarified that the 

system will not be based on a centralised database accessible by 

every Member State but it will be a direct exchange of data among 

them. A tricky question was raised about the legal constraints of some 

Member States with regard to the exchange of data, but Mr Pongas 

explained that in parallel to the development of IT solutions preceded 

by feasibility studies, considerable legal activities will be carried out to 

address the problem. Finally, he added that the various task forces on 

the matter will carry out a huge amount of work, and coordination and 

cooperation among them will be assured in order to avoid duplicity. 
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3. The ESS VIP Project on Validation - Pedro Diaz Muñoz (Eurostat) 

Mr Muñoz explained that the ESS VIP project on Validation will be 

launched in 2013 and it will be applicable to all domains. The main 

objectives are represented by standardisation, documentation, 

methodological analysis of data validation, distribution of 

responsibilities among Member States and Eurostat, IT tools. The 

project aims at developing a coherent validation policy in the different 

statistical domains in cooperation with Member States, using a 

standard validation language. For this reason, the coherence between 

data files and between Member States has to be ensured to guarantee 

integrity of ESS data. The first step will be the validation in Member 

States and then a validation in Eurostat will be done, creating a risk of 

low data quality (unless the outcome of the Eurostat validation is 

transferred back to the Member State). After saying that the project 

has been widely discussed with Member States, even at ESSC level, 

Mr Muñoz gave a detailed description of the project organisation and 

steps. 

During the discussion Mr Muñoz fully agreed with some suggestions 

given with regard to the opportunity to involve the production Directors 

Groups representing the different statistical domains, not only in the 

field of methodology and IT, in each step of the project implementation 

process in order to keep the information to the involved Directors 

Groups up to date. Replying to a question on the matter, Mr Muñoz 

explained that the project has been fully supported in the May 2012 

ESSC meeting and. He also underlined the necessity to achieve 

standardisation also through the adoption of common validation rules 

in English, even if they can be customised. Finally, with regard to some 

doubts expressed on the huge work of introducing validation principles, 

he explained that during the forthcoming working groups the tasks and 

responsibilities will be clarified. 
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2.6 Session 4 (parallel): Networks and information 
models 

The fourth session included a presentation on the ESS VIP cross-

cutting projects on Networks and Information Models, followed by the 

presentations of four ESSnet projects and one FP7 project. The 

session was chaired by Mr George Pongas from Eurostat. 

1. Networks and information models - George Pongas (Eurostat) 

The ESS VIP Networks and Information Models cross cutting projects 

were presented by Mr George Pongas in their main principles. 

Concerning the Networking project, it aims at providing value added 

services for exchange of statistical information among ESS partners at 

reasonable cost, with security and high reliability, representing the 

backbone of future infrastructure. The Network wants to be a secure 

system for exchanging large amounts of data at ESS level. It will apply 

service-oriented architecture (SOA) principles to insure extensibility 

and modularity, giving facilities for future applications integration. The 

reuse of existing successful initiatives (such as CCN/CSI) will 

contribute to keeping costs down. 

As to the Information Models project, Mr Pongas stressed how it 

responds to the need for insuring interoperability between information 

systems by describing the structure and the status of the information 

produced and transferred. They have to be generic enough to describe 

all statistical data structures (micro, macro, meso and meta) and 

provide links between formats. The Generic Statistical Information 

Model (GSIM) is under development. 

2. DARA - Maurice Brandt (DESTATIS) 
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The DARA project (Decentralised and Remote Access to Confidential 

Data in the ESS) is aimed at implementing a decentralised remote 

access of microdata from NSI Safe Centres to the community statistics 

in Eurostat. Among the first results of the projects Mr Brandt included 

documents on technical infrastructure, process description and 

workflow and a recent Testing on the secure connection via “Secure 

Trans European Services for Telematics between Administrations” 

(sTESTA) and “European Commission authentication service” (ECAS) 

in NSIs. Right now they are checking alternative ways for connection 

after a first successful connection of 2 NSIs to SICON system at EC. 

Future work will envisage connection of additional NSIs to VIP-SICON 

System, test of usability of the remote access system and the approval 

of Member States to use other EU micro data via remote access from 

a Safe Centre in the NSI (LFS, EU-SILC). Related groups and projects 

are the Euro Groups Register (EGR), Data without Boundaries (DwB) 

and Workshop on Data Access (WDA) and the OECD Working Group 

“Micro data Access”. 

3. SDMX II - Laura Vignola (Istat) 

Ms Laura Vignola presented the structure of the phase II of SDMX 

stressing its main objectives. After having developed a SDMX NSI 

Reference Infrastructure, the SDMX II project aims to provide the 

SDMX Community with a set of software that can be re-used to 

guarantee homogeneity and interoperability. In particular the project 

aims at implementing SDMX at international and National level; at 

further developing SDMX Content-oriented Guidelines; at the 

evaluation adaptation and further development of SDMX IT 

architecture and IT tools and at increasing SDMX capacity and 

knowledge at all levels. 
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4. ESeG - Monique Meron (INSEE) 

Ms Monique Meron presented the purpose of the ESSnet project on 

elaborating European Socio economic Groups for the ESS. In 

particular the project aims at elaborating European Socioeconomic 

Groups to build a socio-economic classification to produce analyses 

and comparisons on groups of individuals with similar economic, social 

and cultural characteristics, comparable lifestyles and patterns of 

behaviour. One of the goal is to improve the comparability of variables 

to achieve a better usability for the ESS and for researchers in social 

science especially in European Studies. The project envisages a large 

consultation with NSIs to know how occupation and economic activity 

are coded in the main European surveys (LFS, EUSILC, AES) and as 

well consultation with researchers and potential users of the 

classification. The presentation dealt also with some organisational 

and management issues related to the advantages and disadvantages 

of working in ESSnet projects. 

5. Standardisation - Csaba Ábry (Hungarian Central Statistical Office) 

The ESSnet on Standardisation was presented by Mr Csba Ábry  who 

outlined that the project’s aims are to define standard in statistical 

methods and examine the process of the standard adoption in 

statistical production to contribute to an integrated statistical system in 

the ESS at an optimum level. The project follows the ESSNet STAND-

PREP (Preparation of Standardisation) finished in 2011, the ongoing 

project is organised in two consecutive phases and will end in 2016. 

6. The BLUE-ETS FP7 project - Donatella Fazio (Istat) 

The presentation made by Ms Donatella Fazio on the FP7 BLUE-

Enterprise and Trade Statistics project outlined the project’s main 
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objectives, the work plan structure and the results reached so far. The 

project, which is based on the MEETS Programme, seeks to respond 

to the changing and growing demand for new and better official data 

on business statistics while reducing the burden on businesses; to 

propose cost-efficient improved ways to collect, disseminate, use and 

access data for both research and policy purposes; to suggest new 

indicators. Forthcoming results and dissemination events were 

highlighted. 

 

The discussion that took place at the end of the session was focused 

on technical and methodological aspects and on issues related to the 

legal rules for transmission of micro data that are different between 

countries.  

2.7 Session 5 (parallel): Data Warehouses 

This session was shaped around the main issue of setting up a 

strategy for data and metadata management at a European level. The 

first presentation dealt with the ESS VIP Data Warehouses cross 

cutting project, it was followed by the presentations of four ESSnet 

projects dealing with related issues and by the presentation on the 

Banca d’Italia experience on data warehouse. The session was 

chaired by Mr August Götzfried from Eurostat. 

1. The ESS VIP “Data warehouses” - August Götzfried (Eurostat) 

The ESS VIP Data warehouses cross cutting project was presented by 

Mr August Götzfried in its main principles. In particular, he explained 

the main scope and objectives which deal with the analysis, design 

and implementation of ESS data warehouses to support the business 



 

 

2 Workshop sessions 

31 ESSnet Workshop 2012 - Technical report 

requirements of the ESS VIPs projects (in particular on transport and 

price statistics) and the redesign of the ESS business processes in 

general. He outlined that this cross-cutting project covers ESS data 

warehouses for production and reference/ dissemination while primary 

data collection is not in the focus. Moreover, the project intends to 

follow the service-oriented architecture of the ESS VIPs which will lead 

to more business process integration in the ESS. Starting from the 

current ESS data/metadata exchange processes it was presented the 

model for the future which implies a change in the architecture of the 

business process. Among the expected benefits for the Member States 

there will be the improvement of the quality of European statistics 

through more integrated statistical business processes; a broader use 

of statistical and technical ESS standards in more integrated ESS data 

warehouses, more cross-domain statistical production and 

dissemination, an improvement of national/international data/metadata 

exchange processes and more integrated dissemination of European 

statistics. Over time an important benefit will be the reduction of 

production and dissemination costs for European statistics. 

Concluding his presentation, Mr Götzfried specified that the ESS 

cross-cutting project "Data Warehouses" needs to be further 

elaborated. This needs to be done in taking into consideration the input 

from related ESSnets, the work done in transport and price statistics 

and in other related projects. 

2. The ESSnet Data Warehouses - Harry Goossens (Statistics 

Netherlands) 

The ESSnet project on micro data linking and data warehousing in 

statistical production was presented by Mr Harry Goossens who 

focused on the meaning and general objectives of the project. In 

particular, the project aims at providing assistance in the development 
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and implementation of a maximum efficient statistical process for 

business and trade statistics, independent of any (technical) specific 

architecture in order to increase the efficiency of data processing in 

statistical production and maximise the reuse of already collected data 

to create new data. The S-DWH (the data warehouse approach to 

statistics) intends to provide a model of the statistical data flow from 

data collection to statistical output. The Statistical Data Warehouse will 

be a central “statistical data store” for managing all available data of 

interest, regardless of its source, enabling the NSI to produce 

necessary information and to (re)use available data to create new data 

or new output.  

3. AdminData - Alison Pritchard (ONS) 

The project which is part of the MEETS Programme with a focus 

mainly on the statistical outputs required by the STS and SBS 

regulations, deals with the problems common for most of the MSs in 

using administrative and accounts data related to the methods of 

quality checking, editing and estimation of missing variables. Ms Alison 

Pritchard explained that the project is producing a handbook on quality 

indicators covering issues to be considered when acquiring a new 

admin dataset and best practice methods for initial cleaning. More 

details and information on the project can be found on the project 

website. 

4. Data Integration - Mauro Scanu (Istat) 

The ESSnet Data Integration project which ended its activities in 

December 2011 focused on methodologies (record linkage and 

statistical matching) for data integration and on making those methods 

applicable in the NSIs and useful for statistical analysis (micro 
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integration processing). The project followed a previous CENEX 

project and intended to  complete the results of the former project. Mr 

Mauro Scanu presented the methodological developments achieved 

and the results from the case studies implemented. Then he provided 

details on the software tools and the various dissemination actions 

(e.g. workshops, training courses) that were implemented. 

5. The Data Warehouse of Banca d’Italia - Vincenzo Del Vecchio 

(Banca d’Italia) 

The work presented by Mr Vincenzo Del Vecchio from Banca d’Italia 

provides the guiding principles and the architecture of an Integrated 

Statistical Data Warehouse, representing a concrete application at a 

national level and a very solid information model that makes use of 

metadata. 

More technical details about data warehouse of Banca d’Italia can be 

found on the presentation. 

6. ICT impact - Eva Hagsten (Statistics Sweden) 

The ESSnet on Linking of Micro data on ICT Usage is a project on data 

and analysis on how ICT impacts on growth continuing the work of a 

previous project on ICT impact. Ms Eva Hagsten explained that the 

project applies a Distributed Micro data Research approach (DMD) 

through which a micro aggregated cross-country data warehouse can 

be created. The country outputs can then be consolidated and pooled 

into a set of cross-country micro-aggregated datasets, by country, 

industry, year and other dimensional sub-groups. A detailed metadata 

analysis is the backbone of comparisons over time and across 

countries. Ms Hagsten pointed out that the data sharing issues are still 

not completely solved mainly due to absence of praxis for meso data. 
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2.8 Session 6 (parallel): Collaboration & coordination 
within and between ESSnet projects 

This session, chaired by Mr Martin Karlberg from Eurostat was mainly 

devoted to ESSnet projects management issues from both the points 

of view of Eurostat, as a general coordinator of all the projects, and of 

the national institutions with regard to the internal handling of the 

projects. Moreover, the new CROS portal was presented. 

1. Managing ESSnet projects: challenges, solutions…and questions. 

The Net-SILC experience - Eric Marlier (CEPS/INSTEAD Research 

institute) 

Following the general presentation on the same issue, given in the 

plenary session in the first part of the morning, more details on the 

matter were presented by Mr Marlier as well. He introduced the Net-

SILC2 project, as a continuation of Net-SILC, characterised by the 

presence of many different partners (NSIs and institutes from 

academic world), representing a high added value. He stressed the 

new three thematic domains of the project: concepts and methods; 

analysis of poverty and social exclusion; analysis of material 

deprivation. One of the most important aspects in terms of project 

management is represented by grouping the work packages, designed 

to meet EU needs, in clusters with regard to the domain, guaranteeing 

a strong integration and interrelation, and promoting synergies as well. 

Mr Marlier underlined that a strong coordination is ensured from the 

very early stage, there is a very detailed internal organisation of the 

consortium and a clear distribution of tasks, sharing and agreement 

among partners, involving them in the project design. Moreover, there 

is a search for confident relationships, besides the expertise. With 

regard to dissemination, it will be implemented through conferences, 

workshops, edited books and publications. 
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During the discussion, Mr Marlier clarified that there are cluster leaders 

to manage responsibility. Moreover, as for communication, it will be 

organised mainly by e-mails and phone calls, and no meetings at 

clusters leaders’ level are foreseen. He remarked a very efficient 

organisation, characterised by a continuous feedback on everything 

that is produced, which leads to a great appreciation and to successful 

results. He concluded saying that this kind of project can be a test for 

the Centres of competences. 

2. MEMOBUST coordination issues - Rob van de Laar (Statistics 

Netherlands) 

Another example of internal project management was presented by Mr 

van de Laar for the MEMOBUST project. First of all, he underlined the 

main project aim that is supporting the production of business statistics 

identifying common methodology and best practices. The three 

technical instruments to reach harmonisation and integration are the 

modules for methodology, the templates for fixed format modules and 

the glossary. Finding out standard methods to be re-used in different 

modules is the main objective to pursue. Harmonisation will be in 

particular reached by the use of theme template, for general 

information, and method template, for statistical methods. On the other 

hand, harmonisation in terms of internal management is assured both 

by the topic leaders who integrate the structure of modules within each 

topic and by the Editorial Board which integrates between topics. Mr 

van de Laar stressed they are open to receive input from other ESSnet 

projects which are invited to contribute by adding modules in the 

standard format. He concluded his presentation reminding the 

importance of standardising statistical processes through the 

identification of statistical methods for European production of official 

statistics. 
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3. The Eurostat ESSnet facilitation team - Pepa Marinova (Eurostat) 

With regard to Eurostat internal organisation, Ms Marinova explained 

that Eurostat set an ESSnet facilitation team to properly manage 

ESSnet projects, throughout their lifecycle, starting from the launching 

of a proposal to the execution of the project, its evaluation and the 

dissemination of results. She stressed that the team has four main 

tasks: information and promotion, helpdesk, coordination and 

reporting. Among others, she mentioned some of the various tasks of 

the Eurostat team, such as: support in projects preparation, the role of 

the renewed CROS portal, the provision of guidelines and templates, 

the availability of a helpdesk to reply to technical questions, the 

evaluation of results and their dissemination through different channels 

(CROS portal, workshops and conferences,…). She concluded her 

presentation highlighting also the Eurostat facilitation team role of 

liaising with internal bodies (Expert Groups, ESSC,…). 

Mr Karlberg asked the participants to ask possible questions to 

Eurostat helpdesk by e-mail. 

4. Demonstration of CROS – the new portal for Collaboration in 

Research and Methodology for Official Statistics - Jean-Marie Bolis 

(Eurostat) 

Mr Bolis presented the new CROS, the portal for Collaboration in 

Research and Methodology for Official Statistics, which is a merge of 

the old CROS and the ESSnet portal, with the aim of facilitating and 

rationalising. While describing its functionalities, Mr Bolis underlined 

the role of the ESSnet project leader who, among other things, is in 

charge of managing the portal and of disseminating the project results. 

In this way the ESSnet project leaders have somehow the 

responsibility with the regard to the public image of the project. Mr 
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Bolis also pointed out that it is possible to apply for an account but also 

for membership in groups of interest, it is possible to start a new public 

group related to a particular topic or a new private group, where 

membership is by invitation only, with the aim of sharing discussions. 

In this regard, he underlined that it is possible to be a member of a 

discussion group only after registering on line via CROS. 

Many questions were raised during the discussion. Mr Bolis explained 

that the registration is the first step: only after registration, it is possible 

to join a particular group of discussion. In case of private discussion, 

the project coordination has to inform partners that there is a group of 

discussion on a topic; in any case, the nature of the discussion 

(internal or external to the project) can be checked on the portal. Being 

a member of the CROS portal and joining a group of discussion 

requires a user’s active approach. As for the project leader’s role, Mr 

Bolis pointed out that it is a sort of shared coordination between 

Eurostat and the project leader: the former is responsible for uploading 

the initial information on the project (the related web page), while the 

latter has the responsibility of updating it mainly uploading the 

technical documents and of project promotion as well. 

Mr Karlberg asked the participants to ask further questions via the 

portal. 

2.9 POSTER SESSION – GEOSTAT Project 

The poster prepared by Vilni Verner Holst Bloch and Ola Erik 

Nordbeck from Statistics Norway, the coordinator of the ESSnet project 

GEOSTAT, outlined the main features of the project specifying the 

objectives, the future developments and its critical factors including 

also some general considerations on the functioning of ESSnet 

projects by distinguishing between success and failure factors. In 
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particular, the project, building on the network and work made by 

partners in the European Forum for GeoStatistics (EFGS) and in the 

Geostat 1A project, aims at developing guidelines for datasets and 

methods for linking census 2010/2011 statistics to a common 

harmonised grid, assisting National Statistical Institutes to link statistics 

to the geography showing the potential of geostatistics and finally 

achieving easy and barrier-free dissemination of data. Future 

developments foresee an improvement of the realised guidelines, 

trainings based on guidelines, the development of support system for 

better coverage of existing statistics on geographical grids and the 

extension of the methodology to other geostatistical topics. Among the 

general issues, it was stressed the role of ESSnet projects as a good 

platform for cooperation and development of guidelines, the 

importance of a common web portal for dissemination of ESSnets 

results (with information and support for its use), the setting up of 

forums for long term development of professional knowledge exchange 

and the importance of a follow up of existing ESSnet projects. 

2.10 CLOSING SESSION (plenary)  

Wrap-up of the event, general discussions, conclusions 
of the "rapporteur", closing of the workshop 
According to the agenda, Ms Donatella Fazio, as the main rapporteur, 

gave a presentation about day 2 parallel sessions 4, 5 and 6, 

supervised respectively by the three rapporteurs, Ms Donatella Fazio 

actually, Ms Maria Grazia Calza and Ms Arianna Carciotto. The 

session went on with the presentations and with the Panel discussion 

on Centres of Competence as summarised below. 

1. The ESS VIP project on ICT - Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) 
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Mr Wirthmann opened his presentation saying that the project, dealing 

with ICT statistics, will be launched later in time, in the medium-long 

term, compared with the other ESS VIP projects. In particular, the 

project will focus on the use of IT by enterprises, households and 

individuals as well and will be aimed at reengineering the entire ICT 

statistics production process. As for the expected benefits, he 

mentioned a more integrated system, through the creation of an ESS 

data warehouse, the industrialisation of the production and 

dissemination processes, the creation of synergies within the ESS. He 

continued giving a detailed description of the project phases, adding 

that Eurostat will financially support the implementation of the project. 

Moreover, he assured that all the project planning will be discussed at 

different levels (Information Society working group, Business, IT and 

Methodology Directors Groups). He also underlined that the effort 

towards standardisation will enable quicker policies as well as relevant 

and cross-domain analyses on the matter. 

During the discussion Mr Wirthmann stressed that the use of ICT 

changes very rapidly, thus the new system will have to be flexible 

enough to catch the changes. 

2. The ESS VIP project on Administrative Data - Fernando Reis 

(Eurostat) 

Mr Reis said that also this project will not be developed in the short 

term. Its main aim will be to facilitate the use of administrative sources 

to produce statistical data without compromising quality. Among the 

most important benefits, he mentioned the reduction of costs and 

response burden, the possibility to easily have small area information, 

the re-usability of information and a greater standardisation. An 

important political consequence Mr Reis stressed is represented by the 

opportunity for the project to encourage the NSIs which are reluctant to 
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change to take the necessary steps to adapt to the new system. 

Moreover, he pointed out how, for example, Census data can be used 

to check administrative sources. He also cited other projects, such as 

some ESSnet projects and FP7 projects like Blue-ETS, that work on 

the same issue linked to the use of administrative sources for statistical 

purposes. He finally gave a detailed description of the project work 

packages and the scheduling of its launch. 

During the discussion, Mr Reis explained that a good idea is to take 

experience from the ESSnet and FP7 projects on the same matter and 

make a general design of the new VIP project. 

3. Future challenges and opportunities - Martin Karlberg (Eurostat) 

Mr Karlberg started his speech presenting in detail the new Eurostat 

publication “Analysis for the future research needs for Official 

Statistics”. He explained that the needs analysis proposes plenty of 

areas of research closely linked together, representing a great 

opportunity for NSIs, academia, researchers and all stakeholders. 

Considering that the ESSnet and VIP programme cannot cover every 

field, connections with the ESSnet projects and the ESS VIP 

programme must be ensured, paying particular attention to the general 

coherence and coordination. Moreover, Mr Karlberg introduced the 

new FP programme which is named “Horizon 2020” and will run from 

2014 to 2020. He underlined that, as a general approach, in getting 

European funding to implement research projects in statistics, two 

priorities have to be considered: the “beyond GDP” issue and all the 

linked themes, that will have to be further developed, and the use of 

“big data” (large data sets) and “open data” (available on line) to 

support policy-making as well. He continued his presentation giving 

some quick details on the next NTTS 2013 conference where special 

sessions will be devoted to some FP7 and ESSnet projects. In 
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addition, he said that there will probably be a special even at NTTS 

2013 on Horizon 2020, as this would be an opportunity to receive 

information on the research opportunities, to reach a wider audience 

and to build new consortia. He also spent some words on the new 

CROS portal, suggesting the audience to use it to find opportunities of 

being funded to carry out research projects but also to rely on it as a 

forum for discussion on specific topics. He concluded by underlining 

the fact that fewer and larger ESSnet projects within the ESS VIP 

programme are foreseen in the coming years. 

4. Panel discussion on Centres of Competence – Harry Goossens 

(Statistics Netherlands), Stefano Falorsi (Istat), Marina Signore (Istat), 

Martin Karlberg (Eurostat) 

Mr Baigorri, as the moderator, opened the panel discussion giving 

some details on the main topics to be debated. The fundamental 

question posed is the reason why there should be Centres of 

Competence. The first issue is that they serve as an opportunity to 

search for more efficiency and sharing within the NSIs. Moreover they 

become important considering the problems experienced in the field, 

like the lack of tangible results, a part from the mere production of 

deliverables, and mainly the lack of implementation of project results 

after the end of the project. To address the discussion, Mr Baigorri 

asked the participants to give some inputs following four issues: “area”, 

in terms of domain; “activities”, with regard to the results produced; 

“staffing”, as a key point to organise the activities; “experience”, 

stressing benefits and drawbacks. 

Mr Goossens, from Statistics Netherlands, started the discussion, 

highlighting the way he and his collaborators try to make the projects 

results sustainable after the end of the project. In particular, they set a 

knowledge repository on the internet to be reused by wider users, 
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assuring the implementation of results and the “creation” of a sort of 

virtual community. As for staff, he mentioned some problems in hiring 

part-time staff using Eurostat grants. Mr Falorsi pointed out that 

unfortunately Small Area Estimation is not considered as a standard 

technique for the production of official statistics. He added that the 

ESSnet projects can be actually considered as Centres of Competence 

since they promote research in specific fields. Moreover, he underlined 

the importance to follow up the projects results after their conclusion 

and Eurostat can play the role of promoter of the integration process. 

He finally mentioned Istat experience on the matter, such as the 

internal network of methodologists to share experiences and promote 

the integration among different statistical production areas: the Centres 

of Competence could have the same task at a European level. Ms 

Signore highlighted the strong link between Centres of Competences 

and ESSnet projects, assigning the former the task of promoting issues 

for research. She underlined the importance of implementing not only 

results coming from ESSnet projects but also from FP7 ones, being the 

implementation of projects results the weak point of the whole system. 

Stressing the need for effectiveness and efficiency to meet users’ 

needs, she mentioned the experience of the LEG on Quality, where 

LEG recommendations were mainly aimed at implementing the results 

achieved, the recommended practices and tools, through the setting up 

of an implementation group by Eurostat. She finally reminded the 

necessity of strengthening the dissemination strategy and of creating a 

system to monitor the work done. Mr Karlberg pointed out the evolution 

from CENEX to centres of knowledge, to centres of competence, 

outlining the historic process of transformation of this kind of 

cooperation projects and the ensuing need for definitions. From the 

wide Eurostat experience on the matter, he concluded saying that 

some areas are “mature” enough that in some cases a project may not 
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be necessary but rather its maintenance, implementation, 

improvement. 

During the discussion, some issues were raised: the necessity to keep 

a close contact with users to see what they need, building a sort of 

community; the Centres of Competence as the main channel to follow 

up the results after the end of the project; the need to choose few 

specific areas to know users’ needs; using a bottom-up approach: 

identifying the users’ needs before planning the project to know in 

advance how to develop it; designing an overall strategy to know which 

Centre of Competence should be launched; making an inventory of the 

ESSnet projects results and, once finding out the weak aspects, 

investing more in them in next projects; becoming aware of the 

difference between the users inside the NSIs and users outside them; 

taking into account the huge amount of results that have to be 

managed and followed up, given the current budget constraints. After 

reminding the crucial issue of avoiding redundancy and overlapping, 

Mr Baigorri closed the panel session. 
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3. Conclusions from the workshop - Donatella Fazio 
(Istat) and Antonio Baigorri (Eurostat) 

Ms Donatella Fazio, first rapporteur, gave a conclusive presentation 

summarising the two-day workshop outlining the main results and the 

open issues highlighting some key messages rose from the impressive 

discussions of the two days. 

Rome 2012, following Cologne 2011 and Stockholm 2010, has 

continued and reinforced the dialogue among the ESS between 

existing and future activities sharing the knowledge and the best 

practices in the technical and methodological fields covered by the 

ESSnet projects. 

Some figures describe in a nutshell the success of the third ESSnet 

Workshop: 107 participants; 26 MS/EFTA countries; 35 speakers; 42 

presentations; 21 on going/just finished projects illustrated; 1 poster 

session. The workshop has given a portrait of the great dynamisms 

which characterises the European Statistical System. It has 

demonstrated the high quality of the research carried on by the NSIs 

involved in the numerous projects. The 6 parallel sessions have 

deepened the activities carried on by the Consortia of each project 

showing the results reached and the technical and methodological 

aspects discussing on what it has been done and on what it should be 

done. Moreover the ESSnet projects research was shared with other 

projects (FP7 Blue-Ets and FP7 e-Frame) and linked with other 

experiences (DW Banca d’Italia). 

Integration 

The two-day works and the debate which took place confirmed the 

necessity to move towards a new vision considering the research 
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activities based on integrated processes. Integration intended within 

the research activities and between the research and the “cross-cutting 

general activities” for the research (communication, governance, 

human and financial resources, legal framework). In this direction a 

session was dedicated to the issues related to the coordination of the 

projects and to the administrative and financial issues of the 

management and how to facilitate them (Eurostat ESSnet facilitation 

team). 

Maximise and Optimise  

The sharing of experience and knowledge among the participants from 

NSIs and the discussion with Eurostat has brought to identify the 

challenges and the future opportunities for the European Statistical 

System. 

With the aim to maximise and optimise the “actions” of the ESS in the 

perspective of the integration of the research activities, the November 

2012 European Statistical System Committee adopted “The New 

Vision Implementation Projects (VIP) Strategy”. This strategy was 

thoroughly illustrated and discussed during the plenary and the 

thematic sessions. This facilitated the identification of synergies and 

prepared the ground for future collaboration. 

Ms Donatella Fazio, pointed out how the main objectives and the 

structure of the ESS VIP programme had been exhaustively presented 

at the workshop.  

Taking into account the state of play of the current ESSnet Programme 

and the continuity of it in the new strategy, it represents “a response to 

the challenges that the European Statistical System is currently 

facing”: 
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• the ever-increasing demand for new and better statistics; 

• the request for reduction in the burden imposed by data 
collection; 

• the rising needs for measuring cross-cutting and complex 
phenomena; 

• the need for substantial cuts on the financial and human 
resources; 

• the new opportunities provided by Information Technology 
developments. 

 

Ms Fazio pointed out how the fundamental principles of the ESS VIP 

programme have been illustrated during the session of the workshop 

by various Eurostat colleages. The “Top-down” projects will be an 

important instrument for collaborative work in the ESS VIP projects. 

Fewer and larger projects will be carried out. Centres of Competence 

(panel discussion on modalities) will be set up. The usual “bottom-up” 

stream remains open but priority will be given to the Vision 

Implementation Stream. 

One of the pillars of the new Vision is the need to strengthen the 

collaboration among the several actors of the activities. A strong 

response to this need is surely represented by the new CROS portal 

launched by Eurostat as the main collaborative tool at the disposal of 

the ESS.  

CROS – the new collaborative portal has been set up to be an 

interactive instrument to implement synergies among the members of 

the ESS. It is intended to represent a essential instrument to support 

the ESS activities, dedicated to the collaboration between researchers 

and Official Statisticians in Eurostat.  
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Services provided include hosting of research communities, 

repositories of useful documents, research results, CVs of experts in 

areas relevant to statistics, discussion fora on different topics. 

To be a powerful instrument the CROS portal has to be considered as 

a Network able to respond to the “individual” needs through the sharing 

of information. 

Ms Donatella Fazio illustrated the main elements of the ESS VIP 

programme implementation for 2013. 

As for the ESS VIP project on Validation, a top-down ESSnet project 

will be launched for: standard process documentation with a specific 

focus on “checking rules”; methodological analysis of all possible 

relevant validation rules and selection of those ensuring a “minimum 

data quality standard”; a model for the attribution of responsibility in the 

vertical production chain (Eurostat versus MSs) for each quality check, 

to be adapted and agreed at WG level. 

With regard to the ESS VIP project SIMSTAT, a top-down ESSnet 

project (preparation for micro data exchange on Intra-EU trade in 

goods) will start for: elaboration of basic rules for micro data validation; 

elaboration of basic rules on how to proceed in case of error correction 

and revision of data; elaboration of a timetable through which the micro 

data exchange can be integrated into the production of Intra-EU 

statistics or be used for quality purposes; dissemination of the ESSnet 

results to all ESS countries. 

Concerning the ESSnet “Data Warehouses”, a Centre of Competence 

will be set up with the aim of: continuing the work of the Centre of 

knowledge and expertise created under the current ESSnet on Data 

Warehousing; ensuring the sustainability of the project work and 

results after the project is completed; setting up and maintaining a 
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knowledge repository in the Data Warehousing domain of the CROS 

portal. 

Besides the above projects, some other projects will be launched: ESS 

VIPs (such as ESBRs) and other topics within the framework of 

already approved ESSnet projects. 

A summary of the Panel discussion on Centres of Competence 

which was held in the plenary was given. The elements pointed out are 

the following: 

• The Area of involvement of Centres of Competence should be as 
large as possible 

• The activities of the Centres of Competence should deal with:  

- Common services 
- Support 
- Guidelines 
- Promote integration 
- Dissemination of results 
- Maintain a knowledge repository  
- Facilitate development of results 
- Foster implementation 

• The staff of the Centres of Competence should be represented 
by experts from NSIs 

• The users of the Centres of Competence should exclusively be 
the ESS member organisations. 

Ms Donatella Fazio concluded giving some key messages that raised 

from the workshop: 

� Integration within the research activities by the definition of 
target common architectures (ESS VIP vs Cross cutting) 

• information management and data warehouses 

• service oriented, network and communication and 
validation 



 
 

 
 

3 
 

Conclusions from the workshop 

50  ESSnet Workshop 2012 - Technical report  

� Integration between the research activities and the “cross-
cutting general activities” for the research 

• Communication 

• Governance 

• Human and financial resources 

• Legal framework 

� The new vision starting in 2013 will be implemented in the 
coming years 

� It will be built on at different level 

• Governance/Steering at ESSC level for its development 

• Role of NSIs to give indications on its development 

� The success will be ensured by the tools (infrastructures, 
networks, centre of competence) that will be set up to make 
the vision possible  

� The success will depend mainly by the people who want to 
work to build up new statistics 

� The ESS has to invest in Human Capital to realise the new 
vision.  

 

In this direction the proposal made by Istat’s President, Mr Enrico 

Giovannini, of the European Master on Official Statistics represents a 

way to follow. 
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Mr Baigorri, in his conclusion speech, underlined that the workshop 

was focused on ESS VIP programme to make the ESS community 

aware about it, stressing that it is something not completely new since 

it has been built within the ESSnet framework. He recommended 

studying the structure of VIP programme to find out the most suitable 

project, giving and receiving integrated inputs on what has to be further 

developed in and from Eurostat task forces and working groups where 

the role of NSIs is considerable. He added that, to reach the 

challenging results foreseen, given the budget constraints, it is 

necessary to be strongly efficient. To this end, the Centres of 

Competences can be a place to result in efficiency and integration. Of 

course, it is essential to make efforts towards specialisation and clear 

distribution of tasks. Eurostat plans to have an ESSnet workshop next 

year on the operational part of the ESSnet projects and training 

courses will be organised as well. 

Mr Antonio Baigorri, concluded the workshop stressing the importance 

of the work carried out over the two days which illustrated the results 

reached so far by the ESS and which contributed to pave the way for 

the future of the ESS research activity. The debate that took place 

during the plenary and the parallel session will contribute to the build-

up and to the implementation of the New Vision in the forthcoming 

years. 

He thanked all the participants of the workshop for their contribution in 

the presentations and in the debate, the ICON-INSTITUT Public Sector 

GmbH for the organisation of the event and the Istat rapporteurs, Ms 

Donatella Fazio, Ms Maria Grazia Calza and Ms Arianna Carciotto, 

who gave their scientific contribution to the success of the workshop. 


