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Note to the attention of 

the Business Statistics Directors Group and the Directors of Social Statistics 

 

 

Dear colleagues, 

One important module of the MEETS program is improving the comparability of 

European Statistics. The project "Consistency between regulations and applied 

methodologies in different areas of statistics" aims "to achieve a streamlined framework 

for business-related statistics". It is organised in three Work Packages: WP1 “Statistical 

Units”, WP2 “Target population, frames, reference period, classifications and their 

applications” and WP3 “Characteristics and definitions”.  

Eurostat appreciates your previous support of WP3 at the beginning of this year. The 

work of WP3 is progressing well and the results will become available by the end of the 

year. We are now contacting you for supporting the ESSnet Consistency for a last time. 

WP2 will send a questionnaire in the coming weeks which will be the last one because 

the MEETS program ends by 31 December 2013. 

The purpose of WP2 is the identification and evaluation of the inconsistencies with 

respect to target population, frames, reference period, classifications and their 

applications in the various areas of business statistics. Furthermore, proposals of 

necessary adjustments will be made on the basis of the results of the identification and 

evaluation phase. The final goal of WP2 is the development of recommendations for a 

more harmonised treatment and application of these determinants and thus to achieve an 

increase in consistency of the data between the statistical areas and between the Member 

States. 

The subject area of WP2 is quite manifold and range from the target population as 

maintained in the business registers, the use of the business registers for providing the 

survey frames, to the actual coverage and level of detail as defined for the various 

statistical areas and to the application of classification variables, such as size classes.  

The WP2 is co-ordinated by Statistics Austria; work is performed in close co-operation 

with the partners who include the National Statistical Institutes of Germany, Ireland, 

Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden and United Kingdom. 



Eurostat contact for general questions regarding the project:  

Michaela Grell (Michaela.Grell@ec.europa.eu; phone +352 4301 34001) 
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An important step of the project is to investigate the present practices in the Member 

States and EFTA countries. To achieve this goal, tailor-made questionnaires for the 

following statistical areas have been developed: SBS, STS, PRODCOM, Business 

demography, ICT, R&D, Innovation, FDI, FATS, Labour Costs, Structure of Earnings, 

Job Vacancy, and Business Register. While the questionnaires are similar in structure and 

content they are tailored to the statistical areas by aligning the questions to the area and 

by omitting subjects that are not relevant in the respective area. The questionnaire 

concerns qualitative questions for which it is not needed to perform research for 

answering. A particular effort has been made in order to keep the burden to the NSIs to a 

minimum, and to ask for as little information as possible.  

The questionnaires of the single statistical areas will directly be dispatched to the 

experts/project managers of your NSI based on e-mail lists provided by Eurostat. In the 

Annex to this letter you will find the name of your experts/project managers who will 

receive in the coming days the questionnaire for his/her statistical area. 

A good success of the inquiry is essential for the understanding of the actual situation in 

National Statistical Institutes and will provide the basis for the elaboration of possible 

changes and adjustments in view of improving the consistency in the areas of target 

population, frames, reference period, classifications and their applications. Your 

collaboration is very important for the work and for the improvement of the whole ESS.  

Thank you for your co-operation! 

Best regards, 

e-signed  e-signed 

Eduardo BARREDO-CAPELOT   Maria Helena FIGUEIRA 

Director        Director 

 


