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Minutes – 8
th

 Coordination meeting on the 19th 
November 2013 in Stockholm 
 

Participants: 

Birgitta Mannfelt, SCB 

Sofia Löfgren, SCB 

Jonas Färnstrand, SCB 

Fredrik Nilsson, SCB 

Brendan Curtin, CSO 

Mirjam Weber DESTATIS 

Björn Witting, DESTATIS 

Joachim Weisbrod, DESTATIS 

Anna Abatzoglou, ELSTAT  

Georgia Golemi, ELSTAT 

Hans-Eduard Hauser EUROSTAT 

Fabiana Rocci, ISTAT 

Paola Vicari, ISTAT 

Ruth Renter, SE 

Rick Trap, SFSO 

Barbara Dremelj Ribic, SORS 

 

Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was approved with some minor changes. 

 

User and Producer discussion at the workshop 

Jonas and Fredrik summarized the discussions from the workshop. The key issue 

is to find the objective in every variable; what do we want to collect and how to 

address it in our proposals. It is difficult to fulfill all requirements, Eurostat has 

to decide the main objective of the collection. Specific comments will be 

addressed per variable below. 

 

One idea was that we should leave the report as it is and say that it is a starting 

point. Eduard pointed out that WP3 is technical work and now it is a political 

decision that is needed on how to continue.  

 

System of variables – final presentation in the report 

Most workshop participants seemed happy with the idea of a system of variables 

and Joachim will add a graph to make it more understandable. It was suggested 

that the coding system should not be based on a specific domain, it should be 

neutral. Joachim will elaborate on how it can work without mentioning the SBS 

and use their codes.  

 



 

  

   2(3) 

 

  

 

 

 

Adjustments in the report on proposed adjustments previous 
chapters before the proposals on new definitions 

Sweden will write a short section about the final workshop. Joachim will revise 

chapter 3, 3.1 and 3.2 and Barbara will revise 3.3. Barbara will write in Towards 

Consistency about user and producer perspective and send to the group for 

comments. In the final chapter about admin data it should be added that admin 

data and accounting standards can change.  

 

Adjustment to our proposals on core economic and employment 
variables 

We received  comments at the workshop that will be difficult to take on board at 

this stage of the project. It was decided to make minor changes according to the 

workshop and add some more on open issues that should be discussed with all 

MS. One issue is that the wording in some variables should be updated. 

However, there is simply not enough time to do that before Christmas as it may 

cause other difficulties. We decided to leave wording as an open issue except for 

Turnover. Below some comments/changes per variable. 

 

Turnover 

At the workshop Sanjiv promised to send a proposal for the wording in Turnover 

as he thought it was out of date. We will have a look at it and see if it is possible 

to add some changes as an example on how to update the wording.  

We decided to continue to use observation unit. Production abroad is an open 

issue. Excise duties and subsidies will also be left as open issues.  

 

Production value 

Sanjiv said at the workshop that production is not a good word in the service 

sector and we put that as an open issue.   

 

Number of persons employed 

Fabiana will have a look at the specifications in the SES regulation about which 

kind of employees on leave should be included or not into the survey. The key 

issue here is what is meant with “short leave” and “indefinite leave”.  We 

discussed if ”short” can be the time the employer still pays the employee but that 

will lead to different periods in different countries according to different laws.  

 

Purchases of goods and services purchased for resale in the same condition as 

received 

We discussed if we need to explain what “in the same condition” is. Since 

Eduard explained that there was a special meeting just on this issues at the 

Eurostat and that a conclusion was not reached we decided to leave it as an open 

issue.  

 

Personal costs 

An open issue is where to put other costs as (for example for education) -  

whether they should be in social costs or somewhere else. We decided to use the 

word payable instead of paid. Paternity leave should be included next to maternal 

leave.  

 

Wages and salaries    
An open issue is stock options that we know are very difficult to collect.  
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Other adjustments in the Report on proposed adjustments – 
summary and conclusions 

In the conclusions we should add something about the producer and user 

perspective. Also the response burden and other issues that were discussed in the 

workshop should be added.  

 

Approval of Minutes from the study visit to CBS 

Birgitta will make some smaller changes in the minutes from the study visits to 

CBS after comments received from CBS. She will then send it to Eurostat. 

 

Approval of Minutes from Expert meeting in Wiesbaden 

The minutes from the expert meeting in Wiesbaden was approved.  

 

Discussion on draft Final Implementation Report 

It is a technical report that describes the work we have done. Birgitta will write it 

and send it to the group for comments.  

 

Approval of Evaluation and Assessment report 

We have received some comments from LFS experts at Eurostat and Anna will 

make changes in the report according to their comments. Fabiana will write a 

short text about the Rome workshop. Birgitta will write a short text about the 

study visit to the Netherlands. 

 

After final revision the report will be sent with changes in yellow for the group 

to approve. After approval Birgitta will send it to Eurostat.  

  

Preparations for final financial transactions with Eurostat and final 
coordination meeting  

Birgitta needs to receive timesheets from everyone by 15
th
 of December 

including December. She asked everybody to send time sheets up to 

October/November as soon as possible. 

 

Birgitta will send out the template for the financial statements. The financial 

statements has to be finished within 45 days after the project period is finished. 

 

It was decided that the planned coordination meeting in Athens in December will 

be canceled as we do not have that many remaining tasks and some members 

would not be able to participate. Instead all members will promptly comment and 

approve final documents by e-mail.  

 

Other items  

Joachim will write an abstract to the European conference on quality in official 

statistics by 15
th
 of  December. The conference will be in Vienna next year. 

 

Birgitta thanked the members of the group for good cooperation and dedication 

to the work in WP3. We have reached our objectives and should be proud of 

what we have accomplished! 


