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April 2013 

 

 

Work Package 3 (WP3) “Characteristics and definitions” as part of the ESSnet “Consistency 

of concepts and applied methods of business and trade-related statistics” together with other 

two ESSnet work packages was created with the purpose of enabling the European 

Commission and Member States to set an important step in the achievement of an integrated 

system of economic and business statistics with low costs and minimum response burden. 

WP3 should contribute to a decrease of current inconsistencies in characteristics/variables and 

their definitions within the area of business and trade statistics. 

 

At the beginning of the WP3 project the core economic variables were considered: turnover, 

intermediate consumption/intermediate inputs, value added and production; and the core 

employment variables: employment, wages and salaries, labour costs and hours worked. After 

evaluating “External study on detail evaluation of the legal acts in the areas of statistics which 

were identified by Member States as areas of revision” Structural Business Statistics (SBS) 

regulation was taken as the core of business and trade-related statistics. 17 variables 

corresponding to the Common Module of SBS also defined in other statistical domains were 

taken under closer study. 

 

A questionnaire has been developed as part of the inventory the WP3 is required to carry out.  

The purpose of the questionnaire is to collect data on the implementation of the definitions of 

the core economic and employment variables used in Member States/EFTA countries. Laying 

on the results of the questionnaires the evaluation process will begin by using developed 

evaluation criteria to identify the main issues of inconsistencies. After assessing the 

importance of the identified inconsistencies proposals will be elaborated how the 

inconsistencies could be avoided or at least reduced. If the members of the work package find 

it necessary there might be some additional questions collected from Member States/EFTA 

countries afterwards to identify why certain inconsistencies could not be avoided to make 

more substantial proposals for adjustments.  

 

By request of the WP3, Eurostat sent out to the Member States/EFTA countries an Excel-

questionnaire “ESSnetWP3_NationalDefinitions.xls” (Annex 1) along with an explanatory 

note (Annex 2). The deadline for returning the questionnaire along with the quality reports 

was set to 15
th

 of February 2013.  

 

The data collection contained the 17 variables represented in 10 different statistical domains 

with SBS definitions. 

Core economic variables were:  

11110 Number of enterprises  

11210 Number of local units  

12110 Turnover  

12120 Production Value  

12150 Value added at factor cost  

12170 Gross operating surplus  

13110 Total purchases of goods and services  
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13120 Purchases off goods and services purchased for resale in the same condition as 

received  

15110 Gross investment in tangible goods 

Core employment variables were:  

13131 Payment for agency workers  

13310 Personnel costs  

13320 Wages and salaries  

13330 Social security costs  

16110 Number of persons employed  

16130 Number of employees  

16140 Number of employees in full-time equivalent units  

16150 Numbers of hours worked by employees  

 

The different statistical domains were: 

- Structural Business Statistics 

- Short Term Statistics 

- Inward FATS 

- Outward FATS 

- Community Innovation Survey 

- Research & Development 

- Labour Force Survey 

- Labour Cost Survey/Structure of Earnings 

- Labour Cost Index 

- Information and Communication Technology 

 

The explanatory note gave an overview on how the questionnaire should be filled in. The 

Excel-questionnaire included three types of sheets – the variable-domain table (Annex 1.1), 

contact information sheet to be filled with the contacts from the experts of the different 

domains (Annex 1.2) and the information sheets (Annex 1.3). 

 

The purpose of the questionnaire was to determine: 

- vertical inconsistency comparing the Eurostat definition and the one used to collect 

the data in the Member State/EFTA country; 

- horizontal inconsistency in the definitions of the same variables used in different 

statistical domains. 

 

There were also 11 reasons for inconsistencies listed in the questionnaire to describe the 

reasons for vertical as well as horizontal inconsistency that were explained in the explanatory 

note. There is an overlap of the possible inconsistencies with WP1 and WP2, therefore the 

selection for inconsistencies and reasons for them were also overlapping in the questionnaire. 

Consequently the results of the questionnaire might also be useful for the other ESSnet work 

packages. 

 

After receiving the Excel-questionnaires the data from different countries will be inserted to a 

database. The database will include information on all the collected variables – Eurostat 

definition, national denomination, output and input definitions, data source, type and reasons 

for inconsistency, additional information, further information on inconsistency and 

attachments, e.g. quality reports. The database has options for queries which will allow to 
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group information to make analysis of the results. An important output from the WP3 will be 

the establishment of this comprehensive database.  

 

Annex 1.1: Variable-domain table of the questionnaire 

 

Country   

SBS STS

Inw 

FATS

Outw 

FATS CIS R&D LFS

SES / 

LCS LCI ICT

Number of enterprises X X X X

Number of local units X X

Turnover X X X X X X

Production Value X X X

Value added at factor X X

Gross operating surplus X

Total purchases of goods 

and services
X X X

Purchases of goods and 

services purchased for 

resale in the same 

condition as received

X X

Payment for agency 

workers
X

Personnel costs X X X X X

Wages and salaries X X X X

Social security costs X X X X

Gross investment in 

tangible goods
X X

Number of persons 

employed
X X X X X X X

Number of employees X X X X X X

Number of employees in 

full-time equivalent units
X X X X

Number of hours worked 

by employees
X X X X

Open "contact" sheet

Please fill in the name of your country here Go to f irst sheet

Note: Please make sure you filled the sheet "Contact" with information about the contact persons for each of the statistical 

ESSnet on consistency of concepts and applied methods of business and trade-related statistics

 
 

Annex 1.2: Contact information of the questionnaire 

 
Back to table 

Name, First name Address Email Phone Remark

SBS

STS

Inw FATS

Outw FATS

CIS

R&D

LFS

SES / LCS

LCI

ICT

Contact information
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Annex 1.3: Information sheets of the questionnaire 
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Annex 2: Explanatory note  
 

Annex to the file “ESSnetWP3_ NationalDefinitions.xls”:  

Explanatory note  

 

In the framework of the Work Package 3 (WP3) of “ESSnet on consistency”, you have been 

asked to fill in the attached excel file “ESSnetWP3_ NationalDefinitions.xlsx”. The present 

document aims to give you some more indication on how to fill it and on how to organize at 

best for collecting all the information within your NSI. The excel file must be handed to WP 3 

at the latest by the 15
th

 of February 2013. Please hand in all the information in English and 

attach quality reports. Each WP 3 country is responsible for assisting an NSI and collecting 

the information. In the end of this annex you will find your contact person who you shall send 

the questionnaire and the quality reports to.  

 

The objective of this project is to assess the (in)consistency of a defined set of seventeen 

variables in regard to their definitions. Eurostat determined, in a broad number of legal acts, 

precise definitions for these variables. However, it has been brought to their attention that, for 

various reasons, the implementation of the definitions did not always turn out to be easy. In 

order to get an image of the actual situation, we are now investigating on how the different 

variables are defined by the NSIs in practice, and what information is collected. The 

seventeen variables correspond to those of the Common Module of SBS. They are also 

defined in other statistical domains (for example STS, FATS, LCS, etc.).  

 

The questionnaire is designed to be interactive and as quick to complete as is possible. It is 

advised that each domain should be completed by the relevant Member State expert in 

consultation with national experts for the other domains that are linked in the questionnaire. 

Along with this document, you receive also two examples of information sheets filled in. 

 

The excel file includes three types of sheets that will be discussed in more details in this 

document: 

- Variable-domain table 

- Contact Information 

- Information sheets 

 

In order to optimize the process of collecting all the information asked for in this file, we 

advise to take the following steps:  

 

1- National coordinator collects contact information (experts) for every statistical 

domains within the NSI. 

2- Then asks them to fill in the first part of the information sheet, as well as to assess 

vertical inconsistency.   
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3- Redistribute the file to the experts of every statistical domain, and ask them to 

compare their own definitions with those in the other statistical domains, as well as to 

assess the kind of inconsistency present and the reason for it. We would like to 

emphasize on the need of coordination and cooperation of the different statistical 

domains for this. However, we acknowledge it may be difficult, and therefore propose 

as alternative that each statistical domain experts may fill in also the second part by 

itself.  

Tab 1: “Variable-domain Table”  

 

The coordinator should first complete the country name in the orange field and fill in the 

details of each national expert across the eleven domains (click on the “  Open contact 

sheet ” to access the table). This is very important as any subsequent queries can then be 

quickly directed to the most relevant person (see also next page about that).   

 

Each domain has a number of variables for which information is required. The list of these 

variables is contained in the first tab. Users may click on an individual domain variable or 

select the relevant tab to access a particular variable by clicking on the corresponding marks 

(“X”). 

Country   

SBS STS

Inw 

FATS

Outw 

FATS CIS R&D LFS

SES / 

LCS LCI ICT

Number of enterprises X X X X
Number of local units X X
Turnover X X X X X X
Production Value X X X
Value added at factor cost X X
Gross operating surplus X
Total purchases of goods and 

services
X X X

Purchases of goods and 

services purchased for resale 

in the same condition as 

received

X X

Payment for agency workers X
Personnel costs X X X X X
Wages and salaries X X X X
Social security costs X X X X
Gross investment in tangible 

goods
X X

Number of persons employed X X X X X X X
Number of employees X X X X X X
Number of employees in full-

time equivalent units
X X X X

Number of hours worked by 

employees
X X X X

Open "contact" sheet

Please fill in the name of your country here Go to first sheet

Note: Please make sure you filled the sheet "Contact" with information about the contact persons for each of the statistical domain in your 

office.

ESSnet on consistency of concepts and applied methods of business and trade-related statistics

Work Package 3 (WP3): 2012 PROJECT ON CHARACTERISTICS AND DEFINITIONS

 

 

 

View of the 1
st
 sheet “Table” 
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Tab 2: “Contact Information” 

 

The coordinator fill in the table with all the needed contact information. For each statistical 

domains, indicate the Member State expert(s) responsible for the information and who we can 

contact if we have further question. By clicking on “ Back to table”, you will be back to the 

first sheet and can chose a variable to begin to fill in the information.  

 

 

 

 
Back to table 

Name, First name Address Email Phone Remark

SBS

STS

Inw FATS

Outw FATS

CIS

R&D

LFS

SES / LCS

LCI

ICT

Contact information

 

View of the 2
nd

 sheet “Contact” 

 

 

Where: 

 

SBS:   Structural Business Statistics 

STS:   Short Term Statistics 

Inw. FATS:   Inwards Foreign Affiliate Statistics 

Outw. FATS:   Outward Foreign Affiliate Statistics 

CIS:   Community Innovation Statistics 

R&D:   Research and Development statistics 

SES/LCS:   Structure of Earning Survey / Labour Cost Survey 

LCI:   Labour Cost Index 

ICT:   Information and Communication Technologies statistics
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Tab 3 – 63: “Information sheets” 

 

Those should be completed by the relevant Member State expert in consultation with national 

experts for the other statistical domains that are linked. Each variable has a tab with a similar 

layout which is divided into two parts: i) Variable information, and ii) Consistency. The top of 

each spreadsheet contains the domain, variable name and country information. Please verify 

that you are filling the right sheet. The fields you must fill in are colored in light orange.  

 

Views and explanations are available here after. In order to easily navigate between the 

sheets, you may use “ Back to table”, “ previous sheet” and “next sheet ” at the top of 

every sheet. 

 

 

 

PART I: VARIABLE INFORMATION 
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View of the first part of an information sheet: Variable information
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Eurostat definition  

The questionnaire provides the text of the Eurostat definition of the relevant variable. It 

corresponds to the definition available in the legal acts. This should be reviewed before the 

rest of the spreadsheet is completed. This will facilitate the comparison with the national 

definitions, i.e. helps for the assessment of vertical inconsistency. It may happen that the 

definition is too long to be completely shown on screen. In this case, the remark “Please 

double-click on the cell to read the complete definition” is displayed.  

 

It might be the case, that the name of the variable is not the same across the statistical 

domains. This is for example the case when a domain focuses on the collection of particular 

information. For example, the variable that has to be collected for the “number of persons 

employed” for R&D statistics actually corresponds to the “number of R&D personnel and of 

researchers in head count”. In such cases, this is indicated in bold at the begin of the 

definition. 

 

National Denomination 

This refers to the variable name in the Member State. In most cases this will correspond 

exactly to the name displayed on the top of the sheet. However, due for example to translation 

issues, there are cases in which a variable has another denomination, but still refers to the 

exact same variable.  

 

National Output definition 

This provides a field for a national definition to be included, should it be different to the 

Eurostat definition. Users should also indicate if the definition is the same as that provided by 

the EU. It corresponds to the description of the variable, such as diffused and handed to 

Eurostat.  

 

Tip: For long texts, use “Alt+Enter “ to wrap lines in excel cells. 

 

Data Source 

This refers to how data is collected. The source of the variable data can be from four different 

types, and only a single option must be chosen. If you are unsure of which option is correct 

for your data please refer back to your coordinator.  

 

Input definition 

The ‘input definition’ is very important and should take the form of the input components of 

the variable, along with any additional methods or sources which are also used in the 

calculation of the output variable. It does not have to correspond to what is handed to 

Eurostat. In the case of a derived variable, please describe the methods and sources used.  
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Additional information 

This field is included to allow users to further expand on any other estimations or 

transformations which may be relevant to the calculation of a particular variable. Any kind of 

information or comment considered as relevant on the subject may also be added. 

 

PART II: CONSISTENCY 

 

The second part of the information sheet is at the heart of our project. A classification of 

inconsistencies is provided in the spreadsheet along with reasons for inconsistencies to exist. 

It is advised that users examine this classification and list of reasons before moving to the 

next part of the questionnaire. A further explanation of the reasons for inconsistency is 

provided along with this document). 

 

 The aim here is to assess whether the national input definitions are consistent:  

 

- With the definitions of Eurostat (vertical): this is the differences of the input 

definition with the one displayed under “Eurostat definition”. 

 

- Across the different statistical domains (horizontal) - at a national level: 

inconsistencies exist for the same variable across different domains in each Member 

State. This is the field which requires most coordination to complete as it needs the 

input of experts from two statistical domains. To make the task easier the spreadsheet 

lists the domains which have the same variables so that it is only these which need to 

be considered for each domain variable. The spreadsheet also links the related 

spreadsheets so that the same inconsistencies can be listed in both variable domains. 

By clicking on the links (for example “ with SBS”, “ with Inw. FATS”, etc), the 

corresponding information sheet will open such that you can smoothly navigate 

between the sheets and easily compare the definitions. 

 

Please note that in some domains the denomination is similar but the content could be 

different (for example ‘production value’ in SBS vs. ‘production’ in STS). The aim is to 

explore what type of inconsistencies there are between these domains relating to the 

denomination and/or the content. 

 

To assist users two example spreadsheets have been sent along with this document – the first 

refers to ‘Personnel Costs’ in SBS and the second contains an example of ‘Turnover’ in STS.  
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View of the second part of an information sheet: Consistency 
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Inconsistency due to different … :  

 

For both type of inconsistencies, we would like you to indicate the kind of inconsistency 

observed, i.e. what is different. You may choose one or several proposition(s) in the list 

provided. Please answer only with the possibilities proposed. You may add comments in the 

field “Further information on inconsistency”.  

 

Different "Measurement concepts" means that measurement tools, units, or procedures used 

differ across the statistical domains or from what is advocated by Eurostat. 

 

"Elements INcluded: more" must be marked whenever the output definition of the variable 

you are investigating mentions elements that are not cited in the compared definition (i.e. in 

this of Eurostat, or of the other statistical domains). For "Elements INcluded: less", the 

compared definition mentions elements not cited in the output definition. 

 

In some cases, a list of elements that must be excluded is mentioned in the definition. If the 

output definition of the variable you are investigating excludes characteristics not mentioned 

in the compared definition, you must select "Elements EXcluded: more". Whenever Eurostat 

or the compared statistical domain exclude other elements than the output definition does, 

"Elements EXcluded: less" must be marked.  

 

Please note the four possibilities "Elements IN-/EXcluded: more/less" do not exclude each 

other.   

 

Reason for inconsistency:  

For each kind of inconsistency, please indicate the reason for it. The reasons proposed are 

explained in more details here after. Please only indicate reasons on the list. If you have any 

further comment on this, you can mention it in the field “Further information on 

inconsistency”.   

 

- Historically grown statistics: As the concepts, definitions and methodologies used to 

generate nationally required data were often in place in the Member States prior to the 

introduction of Eurostat regulations, the potential for inconsistencies exists. In 

addition as the European Statistical System has gradually evolved over time across 

multiple domains, a comprehensive coordination of all these developments was not 

possible. This leads to a situation where the statistical outputs of these various 

domains cannot be compared because of the application of definitions, concepts and 

methodologies which are partially or even totally different.  
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- EU legislation not consistent/unclear: The definitions in EU legislation leave room 

for interpretation by the Member States (e.g. a lack of specifics or clarity in the 

definition of turnover in the EU regulations lead to inconsistencies at a national level).  

 

- Timeliness of data collection: Inconsistencies can arise due to timeliness e.g. for the 

following reasons. 

 

 Due to difficulties in matching the periodicity of data collection between national 

requirements and those required by Eurostat (e.g. quarterly figures do not fit to 

monthly figures due to a different methodology (measurement concepts etc)). 

 Only estimated provisional data can be provided by the deadline in the EU 

legislation (e.g. provision of LCI quarterly data at T+70 days). 

 The use of monthly data to calculate annual data may vary over time due to 

revisions in the monthly data after an annual calculation is made. 

 

- Limited data availability: As the data sought from enterprises very often does not 

match how respondent enterprises actually store their data, they are unable to fulfill 

EU requirements (e.g. accounting systems are not made to observe EU needs for 

statistical or international purposes, but to serve the needs of an enterprise). Since only 

proxies are available inconsistencies can occur.  

 

- Multipurpose data collection: As different analytical approaches are used across 

multiple statistical domains to produce similar variables (e.g. wages and salaries 

statistics example below), this can result in inconsistencies as each domain has a 

different purpose and focus for the variables concerned. 

  

Short-term statistics, wages and salaries collects information about wages and salaries 

in both private and public sector. The survey is used as the main sources of input to 

Labour Cost Index (LCI). However the short-term statistics does not include bonuses 

that should be included in LCI and thus an inconsistency occurs. 

 

- Reduction of external burden: The provision of data using the Eurostat definition is 

too burdensome on respondents as the data they currently provide to the Member State 

does not exactly match the Eurostat definition. Any effort to provide the exact data 

would incur a greater effort and cost for the respondent, but the use of secondary 

administrative data is always a compromise. 

 

- Reduction of internal production costs: The provision of data using the Eurostat 

definition is too costly for the NSI to provide as similar data is available which can be 

used as a proxy or derived variable. 
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- Lack of/limited availability of metadata: When using administrative data the 

Member State may not always have detailed information on the composition and 

sources of the data inputs. This lack of supporting information on the metadata may 

result in an inconsistency with the Eurostat definition. 

 

- National information requirements: There is a national requirement for the 

collection of data which differs from the definition provided by Eurostat. This may 

lead to an inability to match the exact Eurostat definition (vertical inconsistency). 

 

- Use of different methods/concepts: An inconsistency exists due to the difference 

between the Eurostat requirements and the actual methodology in place in the Member 

State for compiling this data. This may be due to differences in the methods of 

estimation, modeling or concepts used by the Member State. 

 

- Translation issue: For example, the name of the variable may be different but refer to 

the exact same variable. For example the term establishment has been used to describe 

a local unit. Another case could be that the definition, in the national language, is 

exactly the same as the one of Eurostat. However, once you compare the English 

version with the Eurostat definition, you notice that some elements, or items are called 

otherwise.   
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WP3 contact information 
 

Listed below are the WP 3 contact persons for questions and to send the questionnaire and the 

quality reports to. 

Country WP 3 Contact persons 
 

 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Estonia 

 

Ms Ruth Renter 

Estonia Statistics 

e-mail: ruth.renter@stat.ee 

 

 

Austria 

Czech Republic 

Poland  

Germany 

 

Mr Björn Witting 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DESTATIS) 

e-mail: bjoern.witting@destatis.de 

 

 

 

Bulgaria 

Cyprus 

Romania 

Greece 

 

Ms Anna Abatzoglou 

Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT) 

e-mail: annabaj@statistics.gr 

 

 

Iceland 

Malta 

United Kingdom  

Ireland 

 

Mr Joseph Keating 

Central Statistical Office of Ireland (CSO) 
e-mail:  joseph.keating@cso.ie 

 

 

Spain 

Portugal 

Italy 

 

Mr Roberto Gismondi 

Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT) 

e-mail: gismondi@istat.it 

 

Hungary 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

 

Ms Barbara Dremelj Ribič 

Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SORS) 

e-mail: Barbara.Dremelj-Ribic@gov.si 

 

Denmark 

Finland 

Norway 

Sweden 

 

Ms Sofia Löfgren 

Statistics Sweden 

e-mail: sofia.lofgren@scb.se 

 

 

Belgium 

France 

Lichtenstein 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

 

Mr Rick Trap 

Swiss Federal Statistical Office (SFSO) 

e-mail: rick.trap@bfs.admin.ch 
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