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Minutes, ESSnet Consistency WP3, Kick-off -
May 10

th
 2012 

The Kick off Meeting of the ESSnet on Consistency, Work Package 3 (“2012 project 

on characteristics and definitions”) was held at Statistics Sweden in Stockholm.  

 

List of participants 

Present: 

- for SE Estonia: Ruth Renter 

- for DESTATIS Germany: Joachim Weisbrod; 

- for ELSTAT Greece: Anna Abatzoglou; 

- for CSO Ireland: Brendan Curtin; 

- for ISTAT Italy: Roberto Gismondi; 

- for SFSO Schweiz: Christelle Rey, Rick Trap 

- for SORS Slovenia: Natasa Zeleznik Gorjan 

- for SCB Sweden: Jens Olin (Chair), Sofia Löfgren, Jonas 

Färnstrand, Almira Hecimovic; 

- for Eurostat Hans-Eduard Hauser 

 

 

Agenda 
1 Registration 

2 Welcome, introduction 

3 The consistency issue in the ESS and the Eurostat expectations 

4 Technical and financial issues (new item 10) 

5 ESSnet portal  

6 Objectives and activity plan for WP3 

7 Interim Inventory report 

8 Workshop 1, Eurostat experts: organisations, content, responsibilities 

9 Workshop 2, Member state experts 

10 Conclusions 
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1+2, Registration, Welcome and introduction 

Jens Olin welcomed the members of the WP 3 group, and distributed the 

attendance list for signature and update of coordinates. 

The Agenda was adopted with one change regarding item Technical and 

Financial Issues, which was moved to the end of the day.  

Jens Olin gave a short introduction of the agenda, a short background and 

state of art of the project and he stressed the importance of having the project 

to start already and planning for the next actions. The status on application 

was shortly presented. Major points were:  

- There are several ways for the WP to collect information and data from 

MS. If it is found suitable, taking response burden for MS into 

consideration, there is also a possibility to use a questionnaire.  

- We have replied to the comments given by the evaluation committee on 

the MBGA application. The number of participants in workshops, one 

example that Eurostat have marks on, is not changed because we 

considered it important to allow for participants from partner countries 

outside the project group. In Sweden it can, as an example, be other 

NSA’s beside Statistics Sweden that are responsible for the statistics 

discussed in these workshops.  

- The budget maximum is reached, so we cannot include any more 

activities. However, there can be need to reduce or exclude some of the 

activities. 

- The Evaluation Committee will proceed with the application during the 

next week. For us it would be good if the agreement were signed as soon 

as possible. 

 

 3 – The consistency issue in the ESS and the Eurostat expectations 

Hans-Eduard Hauser introduced this item with a presentation. 

Expectations from Eurostat in general were: 

Today statistics are organized in ‘stove pipes’ in all Eurostat, which means 

that different definitions and Statistical Units (SU) are used.  

To move from ‘stove pipe’ system, it is important to use the same data pool, 

but that means that all data is harmonized and there are same definitions on 

SU. Hans-Eduard Hauser gave an example on turnover and five different 

definitions of it in regulations/statistics. Therefore, WP3 of ESSNET on 

Consistency is central in the issue of harmonization. The lack of results and 

conclusions from this work package could jeopardize moving from ‘stove 

pipe’ to more data warehouse oriented system. Even if the same definition, 
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of for example turnover, could be reached there are still issues if it could be 

used in all statistics without some kind of modification between different 

statistical genres. 

Discussion about the expectations and the objective of WP3: 

1) Jens Olin raised the issue if there can be an overlap between the 

actions foreseen in the context of FRIBS with ESSnet Consistency 

WP3. Within FRIBS there is a need to coordinate statistics, where the 

idea is to introduce regulation on legal state of manual on which 

statistics and how it should be produced. FRIBS will be put for 

discussion on BSDG in June 2012. Hans-Eduard Hauser stressed that 

definitions in manuals are legal basis and will become a statistical 

law when it is finished. However, should not be a risk for overlapping 

activities between the preparatory work of FRIBS and the ESSnet on 

Consistency. 

2) Joachim Weisbrod raised the question on whether the manual will be 

input-oriented. The response from Hans-Eduard Hauser was that this 

should not be the case. Rick Trap commented on the issue, where 

harmonization of variables could not be possible because Member 

States have differently data as input in data production, but we could 

explore differences between entries of data instead. Eurostat´s 

response on that was that even if you collect data in different ways, 

statistical production/process should modify variables/data to be 

close to definitions of the variables in regulations and provide it to 

Eurostat. They are aware of that it can be difficult to get the same 

information from each country. 

3) Natasa Zeleznik Gorjan asked if harmonization of differences in 

definitions in Business Statistics would give harmonization in 

National Accounts. Eurostat responded there is a goal for 

harmonization of NA statistics also. 

4) Rick Trap raised a question on what our vision should be in WP3. 

What do we want to do with the information collected in this WP3? 

Is NA an end point?  

Joachim Weisbrod agreed on that NA could be our umbrella. Natasha 

Zeleznik Gorjan made the point that harmonisation could also be 

achieved by using international accounting standard. It is a common 

point in all Member States and something to start with. For 

enterprises it is easier to report on international accounting standards. 

Hans-Eduard Hauser pointed out that we should not try to harmonize 

our definitions with international accounting standards though, and 

Joachim Weisbrod argued that it is difficult to control what kind of 
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data we get from Enterprises, so it is important that statisticians trans-

form data according to definitions and statistical concepts. 

5) Joachim Weisbrod raised the issue on having the same 

wording/names put on different things (called the same but it means 

different). This should be important for WP3 to clarify. 

 

4 – Technical issues was moved to item 10 

5 – ESSNET Portal 

Hans-Eduard Hauser presented shortly the contents and how to use for our 

purposes the ESSNET Portal. 

It is possible to share and distribute documents for our WP3 by creating a 

special access to all partners.  

Log-in information is needed to get access to confidential documents that are 

intended just for WP3 partners. 

We agreed that Jens Olin as project coordinator should also be the organizer 

of the administration of our page on this site and start our account there. This 

also means that all papers (such as minutes) that we want to put on this site 

for distributions among us will go through Jens. 

The web address is www.essnet-portal.eu and if there are any questions or 

problems with this site, contact Marcus Ruffing by e-mail 

marcus.ruffing@ec.europa.eu 

6 – Objectives and activity plan for WP3 

Jens Olin, held a presentation on the subject. 

 

WP3 is a part of ESSNET that follows WP1 (Statistical units) and WP2 

(Target population, frames, reference period, classifications and their 

applications). An important issue is that WP3 has to take advantage of the 

previous work carried out in WP1 and WP2 and also from other MEETS 

projects, for example the projects regarding Linking of micro-data and EGR. 

Another project that was mentioned was Memobust. One question is whether 

there are similarities to this project and WP3 but it seems that Memobust has 

a more theoretical perspective. 

An important part of this is good communication between all ongoing 

projects. 

 

Inevitably, there will be some overlap between the work packages. One 

possible benefit is that four countries, Germany, Sweden, Italy and Ireland, 

are part of both WP2 and WP3.  

 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/
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The topic of WP3 is 

- the legislation and methodologies of different areas of business and trade 

statistics as regard to the characteristics and definitions 

- inconsistencies in business and trade related statistics 

 

Regarding the statistical domains within business and trade statistics it 

contains a” list of possible areas 

The possible domains of interest are: 

-SBS and Business Demography 

-STS 

-Prodcom 

-FATS 

-Tourism 

-Energy 

-Environment: Waste statistics, Environmental Expenditure 

-External Trade 

-Information and Communication Technology 

-Research and Development 

-Labour Force statistics 

-Structure of Earnings 

-Job Vacancy 

-Labour Cost statistics 

-Vocational Training statistics 

-FDI and International Trade in Services 

 

One suggestion raised was to see National Accounts as a kind of umbrella for 

all these domains. 

 

The issue of inconsistency can be divided into user perspective, producer 

perspective and respondent perspective. 

 

The user perspective concerns the statistical output and the following topics: 

-Relevance (choice of definitions, reference periods and 

completeness/coverage) 

-Accuracy and reliability 

-Timeliness and punctuality 

-Coherence and comparability (over time and over groups and the joint use 

of related data from different sources) 

-Accessibility and clarity 

 

When studying issues regarding inconsistency it is often the criteria 

regarding coherence and comparability that is in focus. However, regarding 

characteristics and definitions, it is equally important to keep an eye on the 

criteria regarding relevance. An increase in consistency can imply, as well as 
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an increase in relevance, a decrease in relevance. For this reason the activity 

to establish criteria’s for evaluation of inconsistencies is important and has to 

be something that we consider continuously during the project 

When studying inconsistencies there are two types of inconsistencies that is 

mentioned regarding the European statistics - horizontal and vertical.  

The horizontal inconsistency refers to comparability between various 

statistical domains and between short-term data and annual data. The vertical 

inconsistency is the issue of comparability between the sum of MS data and 

the European aggregate. 

 

Some reasons for inconsistency can be legal act changes, different 

backgrounds/circumstances in different member states, concept changes etc. 

 

The objective in WP3 is to examine the economic variables turnover, 

intermediate consumption, value added and production value. There was 

however a proposal to also include number of enterprises and number of 

local units. The main employment variables proposed are employment, 

wages and salaries, labour costs and hours worked. It can also become 

necessary to include more variables, if they are assumed to be of importance. 

 

Jens Olin explained the tables regarding deliverables and activities from the 

grant application and how they are related. For every deliverables there is 

one country responsible but it is important that everyone is involved and 

gives feedback.  

 

There is no steering group at the moment but it could be one in the future. If 

so, Statistics Sweden, as the coordinator, will participate.  

 

Six study visits are planned  during WP3. The two first study visits are 

dedicated to the questionnaire. Eight expert meetings are planned with 

experts from our countries. There are three conferences we plan to take part 

in.  

 

There will be minutes from all meetings, conferences etc so that everyone get 

to know what has been discussed.  

 

We will try to organize a network of European experts on these issues. The 

thought is that when we need information or feedback on something we can 

ask the network. Maybe the experts at Eurostat can give us names on experts 

in the member states.  

 

At the second co-ordination meeting we will discuss whether to do the 

questionnaire or not and how to handle it. If we do a questionnaire we can 

test it in our countries first. Criteria for evaluation of questionnaire should 
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also be established, because we need to know how we will use information 

that we collect even before creating and asking the questions.  

 

In the presentation Jens Olin also referred to the last TF were the possibility 

to construct a meta data warehouse was discussed. This warehouse could 

contain information about the legal acts and the definition of the variable, 

how MS have implemented the variables and the definitions used in practice 

and finally information about sources used to collect the data and the 

implication for the definitions. 

 

This idea has been further developed by SFSO and Christelle Rey gave a 

presentation about the work done by them so far. Their approach is to 

compile information from the legal acts regarding definitions and 

characteristics in an excel sheet. This information will be complemented with 

information about how MS has implemented the statistics and the sources 

used. At the present time have SFSO added information regarding their own 

surveys. This was considered to be a very good approach by the other 

partners. The next step is that SFSO complete their compilation of the excel 

sheet and then sends it to DESTATIS and SCB. When DESTATIS and SCB 

have contributed with their information it will also be sent to the other 

partners. SFSO will need additional two weeks to complete their work with 

the excel sheet. 

 

7 – Interim Inventory report 

Joachim Weisbrod presented an outline on Interim Inventory Report (IIR), in 

accordance to the objectives and activities in WP3. 

The final Inventory report should be finished by May 2013 and the Interim 

Inventory Report by September 2012. 

Results from workshops with EU-expert and MS expert should be included 

in IIR, but time schedule might not allow it. It was decided at the Kick-off 

meeting that the input from the workshop with MS experts in September 

should not be included in the Interim Inventory Report. The findings from 

the MS expert workshop will instead be included in the Interim Inventory 

Report afterward as an annex to the report. 

Identified requirements on the report are: 

- We should have common planning of the work on the report from Task 2 

and Task 3 instead of having them separate and in the end put them 

together. This is ensured by bilateral contacts between SFSO and 

DESTATIS in the preparatory work of the report. 

- Part of the structures of WP1 and WP2 reports could be used. 
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- The first draft and approval on IIR should be done in the period of June 

to September 2012. Issues to discuss are what kind of information should 

be integrated into the report and the structure of the report. 

- Database (Excel file) that was presented by CH and DE in previous 

agenda item should be developed more 

- Discussions from Workshop 1 should be integrated into IIR 

The presentation of IIR proposal was followed by the discussion on content 

and the structure of IIR: 

1) A suggestion was to put the point 5 in the report structure under the point 

2 (e.g. merge these two into one) 

2) It was agreed at the Kick-off meeting that there is no need to repeat what 

has already been discussed in the MBGA or the technical specification. 

This is a report that mainly will be of interest for the project team and 

Eurostat. The reasons behind the MBGA could be assumed to be known 

by Eurostat. One of the objectives of the IIR is to form a basis for a 

dialogue with Eurostat on the further work in WP3. 

Joachim Weisbrod invited all partners to give him an input on IIR issues by 

e-mail. 

 

8. Workshop 1, Eurostat experts: organisations, content, responsibilities 

The aim of the workshop is to: 

-acquire knowledge from Eurostat experts 

-examples of “Current state of the art” 

- are there e.g. quality reports available or results from task forces that can be 

of interest for the project? 

-opinions from the Eurostat experts on the importance of inconsistency 

-proposals how to reduce inconsistency 

-find out the user needs 

-to find contact persons in MS 

 

Furthermore, the possibility to use input from MS to Eurostat were 

discussed, for example plausibility checks. In addition, we need to know 

what type of inconsistencies we want to measure. 

 

The questions to the Eurostat experts need to be sent in advance, and they 

need to be specific. Send ideas on questions to Jens at the latest May 25.   

 

The preliminary date for WS1 is June 27-28 with an invitation in the 

beginning of June. It was pointed out that Vocational training could be 
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excluded from the list since this is an area discussed for negative priorities or 

that will be restructured.  

 

Additional matters to decide are the length of the workshop, which 

participants to invite and the agenda. 

 

9 - Workshop 2, Member state experts 

 

The second workshop with member state experts is planned for September 

25
th

 -27
th

 and will be held in Ljubljana, Slovenia. A coordination meeting 

will be held one of these days. At the next coordination meeting we will 

discuss and plan more about this workshop. Until that, everyone should think 

about who we like to invite to speak at the workshop. We will send out 

invitation letters after the next coordination meeting.  

 

10- Technical issues (moved from item 4) 

Everyone should send their logos from their statistical institutes to Jens Olin, 

preferably in all formats .tif, .gif and .eps. Send them at the latest May 25
th

.  

 

In accordance with the MBGA agreement an Internal Cooperation 

Agreements (ICA) will be established between Statistics Sweden and the 

participating statistical offices. However, the agreements cannot be done and 

signed before we have a signed MBGA with Eurostat. The agreement will be 

formulated like the ICA in WP2 and it will be discussed at the next 

coordination meeting.  

 

Eurostat demands a financial report after the first year and then again when 

the project is closed. To keep track of your time there are time sheets to use. 

Jens Olin will send them electronically and everyone should use them from 

now on. Every quarter Statistics Sweden will need information on how many 

hours or days everyone has worked in each task.  

 

It is important to keep all tickets and hotel bills etc, for us to be able to verify 

our costs. There were some issues raised regarding the time sheet, requested 

information in the financial reporting and also which types of costs that is 

covered by the first payment from Eurostat. Jens Olin promised to come back 

on these issues. The Financial department at Statistics Sweden is at the 

present time reviewing the information needed from the partners. 

 


