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Executive Summary 
 

1. Executive Summary 

This report is a deliverable of Work Package 3 (WP3) of the ESSnet on consistency of concepts and 
applied methods of business and trade-related statistics. It includes results from Task 2 (Core 
economic variables) and Task 3 (Employment variables) of WP3 and will be supplemented during 
the project. The current status of the report is “Interim Inventory”, therefore the executive summary 
will be supplemented later. 

 

 

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 2 Interim Inventory Report 
 



Methodology and Goals of the Report 
 

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 3 Interim Inventory Report 
 

2. Methodology and Goals of the Report1 

Improving consistency within a coherent system of business and trade-related statistics becomes an 
important issue on the way towards an efficient and flexible European Statistical System (ESS). The 
target is formulated in the so called “vision paper”2 of Eurostat, where it is described as the 
“changeover from a stove-pipe to a data warehouse approach”. The Commission launched the 
MEETS3 programme to create the preconditions for the implementation of the “Vision” of a more 
effective production system of statistics within the area of business and trade-related statistics. 

The ESSnet “consistency of concepts and applied methods of business and trade-related statistics” 
(short: ESSnet “Consistency”) is one of the core ESSnets of the MEETS programme. It attributed to 
objective 2 of the programme, which “aims to achieve a streamlined framework for business related 
statistics”. Action 2.1 foresees the integration of concepts and methods across the Member States4. 

The results of this ESSnet are also important for the further development of FRIBS5 and they are 
preconditions for the implementations of the recommendations of other related ESSnets like e.g. the 
“ESSnet on Data Linking and Data Warehousing”. 

In the past statistical regulations were created when there was a need for data in a specific area and 
the units, target populations, periodicities and characteristics were defined according to the special 
needs of these data demand. This was the so called stove-pipe-approach in Official Statistics. The 
“Vision” is now to develop an integrated system of business and trade-related statistics in which the 
results of the single statistics could be combined easily to receive new results without new surveys. 
Within this system of economic statistics different methods of data collection should be used and 
combined with each other. In this context consistency becomes an important quality standard. 

At first glance consistency means that the results of different statistics within business and trade-
related statistics should be comparable in the sense that they refer to comparable statistical units, 
target population and variables. Therefore the ESSnet “Consistency” consists of 3 work packages 
(WPs) which analyse the issue of inconsistency with regard to three aspects. 

• WP1 analyses the treatment of statistical units in the area of business and trade-related 
statistics. It started in January 2011 and it will end at the end of 2012. 

• WP2 concentrates at target populations, frames, reference periods classifications and their 
applications. It started in January 2012 and it will end in December 2013. 

• WP3 deals with the consistency issue regarding characteristics and definitions in the area of 
business and trade-related statistics. It started in May 2012 and it will end in December 2013 
when the MEETS programme expires. 

WP3 is a cooperation of 8 NSIs under the coordination of Statistics Sweden. The formal basis is a 
Multi-beneficiary Grant Agreement (MBGA) between the Commission and 8 National Statistical 
Institutes: 

Statistics Sweden (SCB), Sweden, (Coordinator) 

• Statistics Estonia (SE), Estonia, (Co-partner) 

• Statistisches Bundesamt (DESTATIS), Germany, (Co-partner) 

• Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT), Greece, (Co-partner) 

                                                      
1  Based on the Direction Reports of WP1 and WP2: Authors are Norbert Rainer (WP1), Violeta Kunigeliene 

and Elina Markaine(WP2). 
2  Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the production method 

of EU statistics: a vision for the next decade (COM(2009)404). 
3  MEETS = Modernization of European Enterprise and Trade Statistics 
4  See also Direction Report of WP2, p. 6 
5  FRIBS = Framework Regulation for Integrated Business Statistics. 
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• Central Statistical Office (CSO), Ireland, (Co-partner) 

• Italian National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT), Italy, (Co-partner) 

• Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SORS), (Co-partner) 

• Swiss Federal Statistical Office (SFSO), Switzerland 

The aim of this work package is to identify inconsistencies regarding characteristics and their 
definitions within the area of business and trade-related statistics, to assess the importance of the 
identified inconsistencies and to elaborate proposals by which these inconsistencies could be 
avoided or at least reduced. Therefore all available sources of information have to be evaluated and 
the relevance of the information has to be assessed. 

WP3 has four tasks for which different co-partners are responsible 

• Task 1: Project management , SCB  

• Task 2: Core economic variables, DESTATIS 

• Task 3: Employment variables, SFSO 

• Task 4: Dissemination, SCB 

The main contributions to this report come from Tasks 2 and 3 of the project where 

• Task 2 analyses possible inconsistencies resulting from different definitions of core economic 
variables in the different domains (legal acts) and 

• Task 3 analyses the inconsistencies resulting from different definitions in the Labour market 
variables in the different domains. 

The present draft is the result of the common planning of the structure of the report by the 
responsible WP3-members for Task 2 (Germany) and Task 3 (Switzerland). 

The first step in the analysis of possible inconsistencies is stocktaking the present situation. 
Afterwards hypothesis about the reasons and the relevance of these inconsistencies will be 
formulated and proposals for prevention or reduction of relevant inconsistencies will be developed. 
Therefore, the members of WP3 will present a report, which will be produced in a stepwise process. 
They will take into account the results of the working steps already completed and draw conclusions 
for the following steps.  

SFSO has been developing a database for stocktaking and analysing all relevant variables and 
definitions of the legal acts under discussion. The database is based on information sheets for every 
MS and every variable considered in the context of this WP. Beside of the input and output definition 
all information related to consistency can be stored for further analysis. 

This report is called the “Interim Inventory Report” (IIR). It contains a summary of an “External 
Study”6 and outlines the main issues related to inconsistencies with regard to issues of definitions 
and characteristics. It also summarizes the results of a workshop with business statistics experts of 
Eurostat in Luxembourg on 27 and 28 June 2012. At the subsequent 2nd coordination meeting also a 
first draft of the methodological aspects of the IIR was discussed. At the workshop in Luxembourg 
WP3 also initiated to set up a network of experts regarding consistency problems consisting experts 
from Eurostat and the Member States to improve the communication within the EU and increase the 
sensitivity for these kinds of problems. Taking the results from the workshop into account the IIR will 
outline the methods and procedures envisaged in the further actions of the work package. 

The IIR should be approved shortly after the second coordination meeting. 

 

                                                      
6  Richter J., C. Engelage and P. Thomas: „External Study on detail evaluation of the legal acts in the areas of 

statistics which were identified by member states as areas to revision” (short ES or External Study). 
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3. The Issue of Consistency 

As elaborated in more detail in the External Study (ES) the criterion of consistency within a set of 
different data sources is a necessary condition to make data or statistical results comparable with 
each other so that they could be combined in a meaningful manner. This increases the flexibility for 
the production of statistical results in the overall system of business and trade-related statistics. A 
higher level of consistency could help the NSIs to save resources and to lower the burden for 
respondents. It is a precondition for a changeover from a stove-pipe to a more integrated approach. 

Consistency is mentioned as a target in the European Statistics Code of Practice7 to which the NSIs 
are obliged within the European Statistical System (ESS). Principle 14 of the European Statistics 
Code of Practice states that “European Statistics are consistent internally, over time and comparable 
between regions and countries; it should be possible to combine and make joint use of related data 
from different sources”. 

3.1. Definition of Consistency 

Consistency is one of the quality standards for official statistics in the ESS. “The need for coherent 
treatment of data collected in different statistical domains is explicitly stressed in Regulation (EC) No 
223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 on European Statistics. 
Article 12 addresses the issues of ‘comparability’ and ‘coherence’ as key quality criteria which 
have to be met when developing, producing and disseminating European Statistics”8.  

According to this article the statistical output should serve users’ needs and comply with the following 
quality standards: 

• Relevance 

• Timeliness and Punctuality 

• Coherence and Comparability and 

• Accessibility and Clarity 

• Accuracy and Reliability 
 

So besides ‘consistency’ in the European Code of Practice the terms “coherence and comparability” 
are used. Therefore relations between the different terms should be clarified. 

Although the ESSnet has the title “Consistency of concepts and applied methods of business and 
trade-related statistics” unfortunately “consistency” and its relation to the terms “coherence”, 
“compatibility” and “comparability” is not always clear. It is however useful that all three work 
packages use the terminology in the same manner and have the same understanding of the 
terminology. Therefore the meaning of the different terms should be clarified. 

The ES states that: 

“In the context of the analysis the terms ‘inconsistency’ and ‘incompatibility’ always refer to a 
violation of the principle of coherence - that is to the comparability of results across statistical 
areas.“9 

and 

                                                      
7  European Statistics Code of Practice, http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-

955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF, 10.08.2012 
8  External Study, p.7 
9  External Study, p.13 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-32-11-955/EN/KS-32-11-955-EN.PDF
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“Whereas comparability refers to the measurement of the impact of differences in applied statistical 
concepts, measurement tools and procedures where statistics are compared between geographical 
areas, sectoral domains or over time, coherence describes the adequacy of the data to be reliably 
combined in different ways and for various uses”.10 

Hence coherence seems to be the most important term in the context of WP3. 

The most obvious obstacle to consistency and coherence are different characteristics and/or 
differences in the definitions of the characteristics in related areas of business and trade-related 
statistics. 

Concerning the issue of consistency two dimensions should be differentiated.11 

Horizontal consistency: 

Horizontal consistency refers to the comparability between the various statistical domains. Data 
between statistical domains can be compared if they are elaborated using the same statistical unit, 
the same coverage, the same classifications, the same definitions, the same frame and the same 
reference time and period. This is also valid as concerns the relations between monthly or quarterly 
data and the respective annual data. 

Vertical consistency: 

Vertical consistency is the issue of comparability between the sum of MS data and the European 
aggregate. Concepts developed for the national implementation may not be suited to derive the 
consistent European aggregate on such MS data. This may occur in statistical domains where the 
statistical objects are of cross-border nature. 

The IIR is mainly concerned with the first dimension of coherence while the second dimension is on 
the agenda when the implementations of the regulations in the Member States are analysed. 

Corresponding to WP2 we distinguish between the following types of coherence and comparability 
but with the special view on characteristics and definitions.12 

Types of Coherence and Comparability 

Regarding characteristics and definitions the following types of coherence/comparability should be 
distinguished: 

Comparability over time: Characteristics and their definitions should not change in different 
reference periods. In a changing reality and according to different analytical objectives different 
definitions are not always avoidable. 

Comparability over region: Definitions of characteristics are comparable between the Member 
States within one and the same statistical domain. It has to be ensured that characteristics with the 
same name have the same content. 

Comparability over other domain: Characteristics in related domains should be defined in a 
comparable manner. Again differences might be justified by the special features of a domain (what is 
the definition of “production value” in the insurance sector compared with the definition of the same 
variable in industry). 

Internal coherence: referring to data produced by a (single) statistical process (but possibly 
comprising several different segments) for a single time period and region. 

Coherence between sub-annual and annual statistics: The definitions for monthly and annual 
statistics for the same industries in the same region should be comparable. 

                                                      
10  External Study, p.258 
11  This terminology has been taken from a note by Nino Platteel on 25 February 2010 and is also consistent 

with the terminology used in Work Package 2. 
12  See Direction report of WP2, p. 9 
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Coherence with the National Accounts: For the economic surveys that feed into the national 
accounts, coherence is vital and, in so far as it is lacking, the National Accounts compilation process 
will detect it. 

Coherence with other statistics: For example, coherence between employment produced by a 
labour force survey of members of households and numbers of employees produced by an economic 
survey of enterprises. 

3.2. State of the Art Regarding Consistency 

The European Statistical System has gradually evolved over the past decades, with a considerable 
increase in content and coverage taking place in the past 10-15 years. This was accompanied by a 
similar increase in European statistical legislation according to the (changing) needs of the main user 
groups. The requirements of the single statistical domains are defined as well as the duties of the 
Member States in order to provide the respective data. 

In the ES it is shown that business and trade-related statistics in its current state has been growing in 
its historical process with different stakeholders and different analytical objectives. Each statistical 
domain has developed and revised its legal basis. This is true for the definitions of the characteristics 
as well and little attention has been paid to the definitions of characteristics in related statistical 
domains. This is called the “stove-pipe-approach”. The “vision” is now to develop an integrated 
system of business and trade-related statistics in which the results of the single statistics could be 
combined easily to receive new results without new surveys. Within this system of economical 
statistics different methods of data collection should be used and combined with each other. In this 
context consistency becomes an important quality standard. 

Action 3.1 of the MEETS programme aims at making better use of the data that already exist in the 
statistical system including the possibility of estimates (projects for linking of micro-data, optimal 
sampling, combination of sources, estimations). The target of action 3.2 is to make better use of 
already existing data in the economy, in particular the use of administrative data. In the Annex of the 
MEETS–Decision this action is described as follows13: 

Integrating concepts and methods within the legal framework 

− European statistics are compiled in accordance with Community legislation, which has developed 
over the years. An overhaul of that legislation is needed in order to ensure consistency. The 
Commission may therefore arrange for external studies to be conducted, aimed at reviewing the 
existing legal acts in order to provide a harmonised legal framework for the different areas of 
enterprise and trade statistics. 

− There are cross-cutting issues in statistics. For example, several statistical areas report on 
employment and may describe the same phenomenon from different perspectives. The 
Commission will therefore arrange for external studies to be conducted aimed at achieving 
harmonisation of the methodologies used across the relevant statistical areas. Financial support 
will be provided for Member States' projects in this regard. 

− It is important to guarantee consistency between areas of enterprise and trade statistics. 
Consistency may refer to the relationship between trade in goods statistics and balance of 
payments statistics, but also to that between structural business statistics and trade statistics. 
The Commission will arrange for external studies to be conducted and financial support will be 
provided for Member States' projects in this regard. 

The ES is the first step of a necessary process of stocktaking of the overall situation in business and 
trade-related statistics because consistency/coherency is a precondition for the possibility to 
combine data from different sources in a meaningful manner. Given the present situation it is easier 
to identify and evaluate inconsistencies than to proof consistency. According to the ES “the central 
                                                      
13  See Direction Report of WP2, p. 6 
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objective of the investigation was to identify the main inconsistencies without getting lost in too many 
details”14. The objective of the ES was to develop an inventory of the present situation of the legal 
foundation of business and trade-related statistics and to show that there is room for improving 
consistency between related statistical areas. 

The authors emphasize that “it was not the task of this inventory 

• to deal with the de facto situations in Member States and how respondents might react to legal 
requirements, 

• to deal with the important issue of international comparability, nor 

• to deal with the problem of quality of statistical results, with the important exception of 
coherence. 

It is also not the objective of this project to give any recommendations.15 

These tasks were reserved for the different work packages of the ESSnet on “Consistency of 
concepts and applied methods of business and trade-related statistics” as one of the core ESSnets 
of the MEETS programme. As already mentioned it is the task of WP3 to identify inconsistencies 
regarding the characteristics and their definitions in related areas of business and trade-related 
statistics. 

The inconsistencies might be caused by the legal foundations themselves or the implementation in 
the Member States. 

In both cases, reasons for inconsistencies can be the following: 

• Historical reasons 

• Unclear definitions 

• Timeliness 

• Limited data availability 

• Different analytical concepts 

• Multipurpose use of variables 

• Response burden 

• Limited meta data availability 

• National informational requirements 

• Use of different methods or concepts 

• Cost of NSI16 

Beginning with the evaluation of the ES this report starts with the investigation of inconsistent 
definitions of characteristics in the statistics regulations for the different statistical domains. The 
focus is on cross-cutting issues. Therefore we restrict the analysis on characteristics which appear in 
more than one domain and more than one regulation. A second point on the agenda of WP3 is the 
comparison of characteristics of business and trade-related statistics to the concepts and definition 
of National Accounts and Balance of Payment Statistics. 

When analyzing inconsistencies of characteristics and their definitions it is important to distinguish 
between two kinds of differences in characteristics and definitions: 

• Differences which occurred less consciously due to a lack in coordination (as a result of the 
stove-pipes in the ESS). 

• Differences which are taken into account deliberately due to special analytical objectives and 
special user needs on the output and input side (e.g. use of administrative data). 

 

                                                      
14  External Study, p. 7 
15  External Study, p. 12 
16  this list was developed on 26 September 2012 during the 2nd Coordination Meeting in Ljubljana. 
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In this case the criterion of consistency gets in conflict with another key quality issue, the 
criterion of “relevance”. It should be kept in mind that coherence is not an end in itself and 
that the quality concept has many dimensions which sometimes cannot be realized at the 
same time. An increase in consistency could therefore be accompanied by a decrease in 
relevance and vice versa. 

From the user perspective relevance is also one of the most important quality criteria. A 
decrease concerning the relevance of a characteristic means that it does not measure what 
the user wants to be measured. On the other hand remaining inconsistencies in 
characteristics and their definitions restrict the coherence or the overall picture of the 
economy. 

Although it might not always be easy to distinguish between these reasons in practice it is important 
to think about the reasons for existing inconsistencies in the evaluation process. Inconsistencies of 
the first kind are only influenced by the MS and Eurostat itself and should be removed. Those of the 
second kind cannot be avoided completely to keep relevance of the data and to reduce burden and 
costs. They should be minimized. 

As a result of the arguments mentioned above it is important to establish a set of criteria for the 
importance of inconsistencies. 

3.3. Requirements for consistency 

It is the aim of the ESSnet on consistency to remove the inconsistencies as far as possible because 
of 

• high production costs,17 

• response burden, 

• the restriction in the combined use of different data sources, 

• contradictions in statistical results and difficulties to explain different results due to the use of 
different sources (non-comparable data). 

As mentioned above consistency is a multi-dimensional concept with many aspects. When we ask 
when data from different sources are consistent we find the following determinants of consistency 
which are analysed by the different work packages of the ESSnet "Consistency": 

Data from different sources of statistical domains are consistent if18 

• they refer to the same statistical unit (analysed in WP1), 

• they refer to the same target population (analysed in WP2), 

• they use the same survey frame (analysed in WP2) 

• they use the same classification(s) and comparable aggregation levels (analysed in WP2), 

• they refer to the same (or comparable) reference period(s) (analysed in WP2) and 

• they use the same (or comparable) characteristics and definitions (analysed in WP3)19 

These kinds of information are part of the metadata of statistical data. 

The focus of WP3 is on the last item. When we ask what a statistical characteristic is and when we 
speak of consistent characteristics and definitions, we see that it is sometimes not easy to 
distinguish between the different determinants of consistency. The reference period is of course part 
of the definition of a statistical characteristic because e.g. an annual growth rate is something 

 

                                                      
17  the problem of high production costs is a problem on the European level and not mandatory on the national 

level. 
18  See also Direction Report of WP2, p. 13 f. 
19  in some cases there could be interferences between the different work packages (e.g. inconsistencies in 

definitions caused by the use of different statistical units). 
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different from a monthly growth rate and the turnover of an enterprise is something different from the 
turnover of a local unit. The treatment of this question is an item of discussion between the different 
work packages of the ESSnet. The question is whether we can neglect this problem at the moment 
or not. 
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4. Coverage 

For the results of the ESSnet it is important, that the analysis of the three work packages refer to the 
same delimitation of “business and trade-related statistics”. All three work packages use the 
delimitation of the External Study as a starting point. In the ES the “Coverage” of Business and 
trade-related statistics is defined by a set of “legal acts in the areas of statistics which were identified 
by member states as areas to revision”20. The list has been predetermined by Eurostat instead of a 
definition of the area of “Business and trade-related statistics”. There are also a couple of manuals to 
be analysed, which give methodological advice to the Member States. 

4.1. Legal acts 

Starting with the list of legal acts and looking at the statistical domains to be considered there quite a 
broad coverage is intended. In the ES21 the list of domains is grouped into three categories: 

Group A: Legal acts providing a methodological/conceptual fundament for surveys and 
data compilation 

• Business register/EuroGroups Register 
• Statistical unit Regulation 
• Classification: Economic activities 
• Classification: Products by activities 
• Classification: Prodcom list of industrial products 
• Other classifications: external trade 

Group B: Legal acts governing surveys, data collections and statistical indicators 

• Structural Business Statistics (SBS) 
• Short-Term Statistics (STS) 
• Business Demography (BD) 
• Prodcom 
• Foreign-Affiliates (FATS) 
• Tourism 
• Energy 
• Environment 
• Waste statistics 
• Environmental expenditures 
• Statistics on information and communication technology (ICT) 
• External trade 
• Research and experimental development 
• Employment statistics 
• Labour force statistics (LFS) 
• Structure of earnings statistics (SES) 
• Labour cost statistics (LCS) 
• Job vacancy statistics 
• Vocational training statistics 
• Direct investment statistics (FDI) 
• International trade in services 

Group C: Legal acts referring to statistical domains which might be characterized as 
“Tertiary Statistics” 

 
20  This is mentioned in the title of the External Study. 
21  See External Study, p. 8 f. 
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• Balance of payments statistics (BoP) 
• National and regional accounts 

The list of legal acts defining the area of business and trade-related statistics has recently been 
updated by Eurostat (see Annex 3) taking into account the changes which have been implemented 
since 2010 when the ES was published. 

While the study looks on the legal acts in total, WP3 focuses especially on the variables used and 
defined within these legal acts. Therefore it is possible to focus our analysis to the legal acts of 
Group B and C. The Business Register Regulation (from Group A) only has to be taken into account 
because the Register contains key variables such as turnover and employment which are necessary 
to classify the units. 

For WP3 only regulations and manuals for related areas of statistics are relevant. That means the 
analysis is restricted to regulations and manuals which refer to common characteristics. 

The ES distinguishes between three clusters of closely related fields of business related statistics 
which could be used for structuring the overview22: 

− Economic Units/ Activity oriented Statistics 
• Analytical orientation: Analysis of short term development of the Economy with the target to 

monitor the economic activity in the short run (business cycle analysis) 

• STS 

• Monthly module of Tourisms Statistics 

• Job Vacancy Statistics 

• Labour Cost Index 

• Analytical orientation: Structural analysis 

• SBS 

• Environmental Expenditure 

• FATS 

• Statistics on ICT 

• R&D Statistics 

• Structure of Earnings and Labour Costs 

• Statistics on Vocational Training 

• Foreign Direct Investment Statistics 

• Statistics on International Trade in Services 

− Person/ Household oriented Statistics 
• Analytical orientation: short term 

o Labour Force Survey (LFS) 

• Analytical orientation: Structural Analysis 
o Two specific modules of Tourisms Statistics (participation in tourism by residents and on 

tourism trips and visitors making trips 
o ICT Statistics (Module which deals with individuals and households and the information 

society 
o Structure of earnings survey (the part about relationships between level of remuneration, 

characteristics of their employer and individual characteristics of employees) 

− Commodity oriented Statistics 

 

                                                     
o Prodcom 

 
22  See External Study, p. 259. 
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o Energy statistics 
o Waste statistics 
o External Trade Statistics 

There may be relations between the characteristics within one category as well as between variables 
of statistics in different categories. 

4.2. Characteristics 

Looking at characteristics and definitions the variables required by the different legal acts are 
relevant. Although a large number of different regulations are analysed in the External Study and 
although these regulations contain a large number of single characteristics (see Annex 2) the 
number of related characteristics is rather limited. Only a few variables appear in more than two 
“domains”23. According to the ES the most relevant are turnover, production, intermediate inputs, 
value added compensation of employees, employment and hours worked. There are original 
observed characteristics and derived variables. It has been decided that definitions of core economic 
variables will be analysed in task 2 under the responsibility of Destatis and definitions of employment 
variables will be analysed in task 3 under the responsibility of the SFSO 

Core Economic Variables are 

• Turnover 

• Intermediate consumption/ Intermediate inputs 

• Value added 

• Production 

Employment Variables are 

• Employment 

• Wages and salaries 

• Labour costs 

• Hours worked 

If the project discovers additional variables of major interest for consistency these will be considered 
in the work package as far as it fit in the tight time table and resources are left. 

During the 2nd Coordination Meeting in Ljubljana, the MS decided to concentrate their analysis on the 
8 variables mentioned above. These variables will be investigated regarding their definition and 
implementation in every MS participating in WP3. The results of these investigations will be 
systematically stored into the database developed by the SFSO. 

4.3. Definitions 

This chapter deals with a central question of the task: When are two definitions of characteristics 
consistent or inconsistent? 

Statistical characteristics are properties which are observed for and attributed to a statistical unit of a 
certain target population for a certain period or point of time. They can be qualitative or quantitative. 
Most of the characteristics in business and trade-related statistics are quantitative that means they 
are measurable. 

As determinants of a characteristic (or variable) therefore are 

• the name (standing for the contents of the characteristic), 

• the description of the property itself and 

 

                                                      
23  External Study, p. 250 
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• the description of a measurement concept. 

These determinants are constituent parts a complete definition. From a conceptual point of view 
cases for inconsistencies can be in all three parts of the definition of a characteristic. 

Cases for inconsistency between characteristics are as follows. 

• Although characteristics have the same name the description of the contents could be different 
(e.g. turnover in SBS and turnover in STS). 

• Although the description of the contents is similar the measurement concept may be different 
(e.g. value added at factor costs and at basic prices). 

• Although the description of the contents and the measurement concept is comparable the 
characteristic has different names in different domains or different data sources. 

WP3 therefore has to check the definitions of variables in business and trade-related statistics under 
the aspects mentioned above to find out whether identified differences are relevant and important for 
the consistency and the coherence of the overall of business and trade-related statistics. It has to be 
kept in mind that the removal of certain inconsistencies by changing the definition could be 
detrimental for the relevance of the characteristic for specific user groups. 
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5. Evaluation of the “External Study” and the update 

This chapter tries to summarize the results of the “External Study” (ES) under the special aspects of 
consistency and/or coherency of characteristics and definitions in related domains24. Subject of the 
ES are “business and trade-related statistics” defined as a set of European legal acts as set out in 
the tender of the project25. On the way from the so called “stove-pipe-approach” to a more integrated 
approach of data production the first step is to identify related domains. Within these “related 
domains” coherency and consistency play an important role because it is essential for combining the 
results of different statistical sources in a meaningful manner. The combination of statistical results of 
related domains is possible because they use the same or “related” characteristics. 

Following the ES we first focus on the legal aspects that means on the consistency or inconsistency 
determined or allowed by the legal acts themselves because of differences or deficits in the definition 
of characteristics in the legal texts. In a later stage of the project we will move to a second source of 
inconsistencies or incoherencies namely the implementation of the delivery program in the national 
statistical systems of the Member States. 

From the analytical orientation it is convenient to distinguish between: 

• short term (or business cycle) analysis with a periodicity of less than one year and 

• structural analysis with a periodicity of one or more years. 

The first should deliver comparable indicators about the present state of the market economy in the 
business cycle; the second should give comparable information about basic structures in the 
Member States and in the EU. Coherence under this perspective means that both pictures should fit 
together using similar characteristics to describe the economy. 

Looking from the production side the focus is on burden reduction for the respondents. Coherence 
here has the effect that comparable characteristics do not have to be collected in every stove-pipe 
but only once and results of different data sources could be combined in a meaningful manner. 

5.1. Legal acts of related domains 

Identifying related domains means that we are looking at statistics which already exist as European 
statistics with a legal basis of its own for which it should be possible to combine the results because 
they have the same object or they use a similar terminology. 

Related domains can be defined as areas of statistics which either 

• refer to the same target population, to the same kinds of statistical units but which have a 
different analytical orientation (the same “object” but a different aim), 

• use the same (or related) characteristics in a different context, or refer to different domains. 
(the same terminology in different legal acts). 

The first perspective focuses on user needs and it has to be decided which variables should be 
comparable under which circumstances and if it is not the case how important is it and is it possible 
to redefine characteristics, definitions, observation units etc. to improve comparability26. 

The second perspective focuses on the production process of statistics in which definitions have to 
be checked whether variables with the same designation are really comparable or whether they are 
only seemingly comparable. In this case either terminology should be changed or characteristics 
should be redefined if comparability plays an important role. 

 
24  The ES use the phrase “project”. This report prefers „domain“ and „statistics“ to avoid misunderstandings. 
25  See External Study, p. 258 
26  It has been pointed out earlier (p.11) that coherency is an important quality standard but it could come into 

conflict with other quality standards like “relevance”. 
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Looking for related domains the ES analyses more than 160 legal acts or manuals. A list of statistics 
of related domains and their legal foundations is presented in Annex 3 of this report. It gives an 
impression of the huge amount of legislation, which had to be analyzed within the ES. For not getting 
lost in this jungle, we need an orientation. According to the structure of the work package we will 
distinguish between the business part and the employment side. This section tries to summarize the 
results regarding statistical domains which are or could be related while in the next section of the 
chapter we will turn to the definitions of the variables themselves. 

Annex 1 gives an overview over related domains and summarizes the relations between legal acts 
analyzed in the ES. It shows that Structural Business Statistics could be looked upon as the “core” of 
the system of business and trade-related statistics. Structural Business Statistics27 plays a central 
role in assessing the structural development of the economy. It tries to give annually and in longer 
time intervals a detailed overview over important business characteristics in the different domains. 

The SBS-Regulation (SBSR) has a modular structure and the common module (Annex 1 of the 
SBSR) contains all elements which are of general relevance (for all domains of the market 
economy). The other modules of the SBSR provide more detailed information for special domains 
like Industry (module II), Trade (module III), Construction (module IV), Insurance (module V), Credit 
Institutions (module VI), Pension Funds (module VII), Business services (module VIII) and for 
Business Demography (module IX). 

Other regulations of economic activity related statistics shed light on special aspects of the economic 
process like the engagement in research and development, the use of information- and 
communication technology or the production of waste. They could be interpreted as satellites of this 
core presenting more detailed and specialized information about a topic. They often use the 
information of the common module of SBS as a backbone or as background information for 
orientation. 

Therefore it is not surprising, that in most relations to other statistical domains SBS is involved. 
Regarding comparability with SBS data the related domains often use a different analytical concept. 
While the SBSR looks at enterprises from an economic point of view, the other domains like ICT or 
Environmental Expenditure take a technical orientation. 

In a globalized economy it is also important to have a closer look on the economic performance of 
statistical units which are dependent from abroad. Foreign Affiliates Statistics (FATS)28 serves this 
goal and presents figures about globalisation. Turnover, value added, employment and investment of 
this special group of enterprises deserve special attention. Therefore FATS could be looked upon as 
an evaluation for a special sub-population of SBS29. 

The second pillar for the analyses of the economic situation of a country is the Short Term 
Statistics (STS)30. It contains indicators for the current short run development of the economy and 
presents essential information for business cycle analysis. In principle they look at the same object 
under different analytical purposes. Therefore a relation between both statistical domains should be 
existent but coherence requirements between both domains are difficult to define, because in SBS 
the focus is on absolute figures while STS focuses on change rates and indicators. In the next 

 

                                                      
27  Regulation (EC) No 295/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2008 concerning 

structural business statistics (recast). OJ L 97, 9.4.2008, p. 13-59. http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:097:0013:0059:EN:PDF 

28  Regulation (EC) No 716/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2007 on Community 
statistics on the structure and activity of foreign affiliates. OJ L 171, 29.6.2007, p. 17-31. http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:171:0017:0031:EN:PDF 

29  At the beginning FATS was planned as one module of SBS. 
30  Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 June 2009 adapting a 

number of instruments subject to the procedure referred to in Article 251 of the Treaty to Council Decision 
1999/468/EC with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny Adaptation to the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny – Part Four, as implemented by: Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 
586/2001 of 26 March 2001 on implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1165/98 concerning short-term 
statistics as regards the definition of Main Industrial Groupings (MIGS). OJ L 86, 27.3.2001, p. 11-14. 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32001R0586:en:HTML 
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section the consistency and coherence between the characteristics of both regulations will be 
analysed in more detail. 

The relations of SBS to other statistical domains are shown in the following Annex 2. 

The “X” indicates where equal characteristics or similar variables appear in different statistical 
domains. The numbers refer to the variables of the common module of the SBSR. The numbers refer 
to the corresponding variables in STSR. The other question, whether the statistical results could 
really be combined in a meaningful manner under the present conditions is tackled in the next 
section when we are looking at the present definitions of the related characteristics. In cases like 
Environmental Expenditure, ICT31 and Research and Development Statistics32, “Turnover” could be 
useful background information to have a better assessment of the specific characteristics of the 
analytical object. But comparability is often hampered by the different analytical orientation of these 
domains. Therefore we will have to decide whether an improvement of coherence and comparability 
is compatible with the original aim of the statistics and does not affect the relevance of the statistics. 

Another point of discussion is the relationship between enterprise oriented statistics like SBS and 
commodity oriented statistical domains like Prodcom33 or External Trade Statistics34. They often use 
a similar or related terminology for different concepts. Again it has to be decided how important 
comparability between both groups of statistics is. 

SBS and STS are also the most important inputs for statistics which the ES calls “Tertiary Statistics” 
consisting of National Accounts and Balance of Payments Statistics35. They are internal users of 
statistical results and their aim is to draw consistent picture of the whole economy. Again it would be 
advantageous if the results of both domains were consistent with each other. According to different 
analytical concepts this is sometimes problematic as will be shown in the next section, when we 
discuss seemingly related characteristics. 

One problem of coherency in this context (but not only in this context) is the use of different statistical 
units driven by the underlying theoretical concepts. Statistical units are subject to work package 1. 
Since most of the definitions of the characteristics are “unit-dependent”, communication with the 

 

                                                      
31  Statistics on Information and Communication Technology; Annex I (Enterprises and the Information Society) , 

Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 concerning 
Community statistics on the information society. OJ L 143, 30.4.2004, p. 49-55 as amended by: Regulation 
(EC) No 1006/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 September 2009 amending 
Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 concerning Community statistics on the information society. http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:286:0031:0035:EN:PDF 

32  Decision No 1608/2003/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 July 2003 concerning the 
production and development of Community statistics on science and technology. OJ L 230, 16.9.2003, p. 1-3. 
As implemented by: Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 753/2004 of 22 April 2004 
implementing Decision No 1608/2003/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards statistics 
on science and technology. OJ L 118, 23.4.2004, p. 23-31. 

33 Consolidated version of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91 of 19 December 1991 on the establishment of 
a Community survey of industrial production (Prodcom). OJ L 374 of 31.12.1991, p. 1-3 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1991R3924:20080101:EN: PDF as 
implemented by: Commission Regulation (EC) No 912/2004 of 29 April 2004 implementing Council 
Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91 on the establishment of a Community survey of industrial production. OJ L 163, 
30.4.2004, p. 71-72;  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/pri/en/oj/dat/2004/l_163/l_16320040430en00710072.pdf 

34 Legal acts (Intrastat): Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 
March 2004 on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States and repealing 
Council Regulation (EEC) No 3330/91. OJ L 102, 7.4.2004, p. 1-8 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:102:0001:0008:EN:PDF as amended by: 
Regulation (EC) No 222/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 amending 
Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member 
States. OJ L 87, 31.3.2009, p. 160-163 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:087:0160:0163:EN:PDF  
Legal acts (Extrastat): and as implemented by: Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 
1917/2000 of 7 September 2000 laying down certain provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1172/95 as regards statistics on external trade. OJ L 229, 9.9.2000, p.14-26 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2000R1917:20060101:EN:PDF 

35 For the legal basis of these statistical projects see Annex 3. 
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members of work package 1 should make clear in which way the problem will be treated in the 
ESSnet “Consistency”. 

5.2. Characteristics and Definitions 

WP3 is confessed with characteristics and their definitions only. Within the field of “business and 
trade-related statistics” about 56 characteristics are mentioned which would have to be analysed with 
regard to coherency and consistency. These variables may often refer to different statistical units, to 
different classifications and different periodicities. The requirement of “coherency” means that all 
these characteristics should give us a logically and numerically consistent description of the national 
economies in the different Member States and of the EU economy in total. It is a very complex, 
difficult and time consuming task to analyse every little piece of the jigsaw regarding its potential 
relation to other variables and to compare every definition with that of other potentially related 
variable without getting lost in the details. Following a more integrated statistic production means on 
the other hand, that we do not always know from the beginning of a statistics in which context a 
characteristic will be used. It has been argued above, that comparability to other characteristics or 
characteristics of other statistics could be in conflict with the quality standard “relevance”. 

Therefore it has been decided to analyse the core of the system and to focus on the core economic 
variables and the core employment variables. 

Having solved this problem we could proceed more and more to the periphery of the system and try 
to attain as much coherence and consistency as possible without neglecting the special targets of 
certain statistical domains. 

It has already been said that the SBS-Regulation plays a key role in business and trade-related 
statistics. It is the aim of the SBS to give a detailed overview over the structure of the market 
economy in all its domains. 

According to Article 1 of SBS-Regulation 295/2008 (SBSR) the aim is to provide data for analyzing: 

“(a) the structure and evolution of the activities of businesses, 

(b) the factors of production used and other elements allowing business activity, competitiveness and 
performance to be measured, 

(c) the regional, national, Community and international development of businesses and markets, 

(d) business conduct, 

(e) small and medium-sized enterprises, and 

(f) specific characteristics of enterprises related to particular breakdown of activities. 

In addition there is a need for data on business demography, particularly since they are among the 
structural indicators established for monitoring the achievements concerning the goals set by the 
Lisbon Strategy. 

… 

(M)any concepts of SBS, as in particular the ones which allow the calculation of value added, are 
heavily influenced by the basic concepts of National Accounts.”36 

Therefore the common module of the SBS-Regulation could be defined as the core of business and 
trade-related statistics and the characteristics of this module could be looked upon as the “Core 
Variables”. The other modules of SBSR and other business and trade-related statistics could be 
looked upon as “satellites” around this core defining the additional characteristics according to the 
special analytical needs of the respective domain or the specific target of the statistics. We therefore 
take the common module of the SBSR as a reference point for the presentation. The core 

                                                      
36  See External Study, p. 39 
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characteristics are shown in Annex 2. They comprise “Economic Core Variables” and “Core 
Variables of Employment”. 

Economic Core Characteristics are: 

• 11110 Number of enterprises 

• 11210 Number of local units 

• 12110 Turnover 

• 12120 Production Value 

• 12150 Value added at factor cost 

• 12170 Gross operating surplus 

• 13110 Total purchases of goods and services 

• 13120 Purchases off goods and services purchased for resale in the same condition as 
  received 

• 15110 Gross investment in tangible goods. 

Core Employment Characteristics are: 

• 13131 Payment for agency workers 

• 13310 Personnel costs 

• 13320 Wages and salaries 

• 13330 Social security costs 

• 16110 Number of persons employed 

• 16130 Number of employees 

• 16140 Number of employees in full-time equivalent units 

• 16150 Numbers of hours worked by employees 

For related domains the most relevant economic core characteristics are turnover, production value, 
value added (at factor cost), total purchases of goods and services and gross investment in tangible 
goods. 

Turnover (12110 (SBS), 120 (STS))37 

Turnover in general measures the totals “invoiced” from market sales of a statistical unit from sales 
of goods and services to third parties including all charges (e.g. for transport and packaging). A slight 
difference regarding the timing might appear in R&D Statistics where the totals “earned” are 
mentioned. Apart from this the definitions in R&D, ICT, Inward FATS and Outward FATS refer to the 
SBS definition. 

The definitions are difficult to compare between SBS and STS because they use different definition 
methods. While STS gives an explicit list of what is included and excluded, the SBS definition 
describes the content in a less explicit way. The following Table 1 tries to visualise the differences in 
the definition of turnover between the different statistical domains. 

 

                                                      
37  Commission Regulation (EC) No 250/2009 of 11 March 2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 295/2008 of 

the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the definitions of characteristics, the technical format 
for the transmission of data, the double reporting requirements for NACE Rev.1.1 and NACE Rev.2 and 
derogations to be granted for structural business statistics.  OJ L 86, 31.3.2009, p. 1-169, 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:086:0001:0169:en:PDF, COMMISSION 
REGULATION (EC) No 1503/2006 of 28 September 2006 implementing and amending Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1165/98 concerning short-term statistics as regards definitions of variables, list of variables and 
frequency of data compilation. http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:281:0015:0029:EN:PDF 
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Table 1 Constituents of turnover 

included  
Differences between different legal acts 

no definition available, only recommendation 

Constituents of turnover SBS FATS STS ICT BR 
totals invoiced for the market sales of 
goods and services supplied to third 
parties (by observation unit during 
reference period) 

     

sales of merchandise/ land/other 
property purchased for resale   38   

sales of merchandise/ land/other 
property purchased for investment 
purpose 

     

goods produced for own 
consumption or investment      

duties and taxes on the goods or 
services except VAT      

Value added type taxes      

similar deductible taxes directly 
linked to turnover 

not 
mentioned 

not 
mentioned    

charges (transport, packaging)      

Reduction in prices, rebates and 
discounts      

Value of returned packaging      

Operating Income      

Financial Income      

Extra-ordinary Income      

Interest from use by others of 
enterprises assets      

Dividends from use by others of 
enterprises assets      

Royalties from use by others of 
enterprises assets   39   

other income according IAS/IFRS      

Operating subsidies      

But there is also a basic difference between STS and SBS definitions which refer to the 
measurement concept of the variables. While SBS produces annual figures of absolute money 
values STS requires Index numbers as indicators for business cycle analyses. 

While Turnover is a characteristic which is directly collected from the respondents the variables 
“Production” “Production Value”, “Value added (at factor cost)” are derived variables which are 
calculated on the basis of other directly collected variables. Insofar differences in the definitions 
directly collected variables have a direct influence on the derived variables. 

Production and Value Production (12120(SBS), 110 (STS)) 

Production is mentioned in STS and in Prodcom. In STS production is required as an index number 
reflecting the short run development of “value added”, therefore it would make more sense to 

                                                      
38  Legal act 1503/2006 includes “sales of goods purchased for resale in the same condition as received” 
39  Legal act 1503/2006 excludes “receipts for licence-fees” 
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compare production in STS with value added in SBS. But comparability is hampered by the different 
measurement concepts since value added in SBS is measured as a money value. 

In SBS the production measures the amount actually produced by the statistical unit based on sales, 
including changes in stocks and the resale of goods and services. This corresponds to an economic 
concept of “production”. The constituent parts of the production value are summarized in the 
following Table 2. 

With the recast of the SBS regulation there has been a slight change in the definition of the 
production value causing inconsistencies with the definitions of National Accounts. The change 
refers to the position of other (operating and extra-ordinary) income. Extra ordinary income is 
explicitly included in the definition of the production value which might be in contradiction to National 
Accounts. 

Prodcom uses another analytical concept focusing more on the technical aspect of the production of 
goods. The respective variables are “Production sold”, “Production intended for Sale” and “Total 
Production” all variables refer to the physical production of the reference period. Prodcom measures 
Production in physical quantities and in value (in ex work selling prices or estimated market values). 
It has to be taken into account that Prodcom figures are incomplete because they are limited to the 
headings of the Prodcom list, which in turn is related to the CN of External Trade Statistics. But 
comparability between production and external trade is also restricted because of different valuation 
methods (cif-values for imports and fob-values for exports) and different timing concepts (change of 
production aspect in Prodcom versus transport aspect in external trade). 

Table 2 Constituents of production value 

included 
Differences between different legal acts 

no definition available, only recommendation  

Constituents of production 
STS 
120 

production 

SBS 
12 12 0 

production 
value 

FATS 
12 12 0  

production 
value 

National 
Accounts 

Prodcom 
Sold 

production/ 
Total 

production 

turnover from sales of goods 
and services    limited to 

prodcom list 

changes in stocks     

own-account production of 
goods that are retained by 
their producers as investment 

    

purchase for resale    
no record of 

gross 
margins 

capitalised production     

other operating income     

income and expenditure 
classified as financial/revenue 
in form of interest and 
dividends in company 
accounts 

not 
compatible 
with other 
variables, 
relies on 
different 
concept 

(Production 
index in 

volume terms, 
which 

measures the 
development 

of value 
added) 

    

Value added (at factor cost) (12150) 

Value added at factor cost measures the gross income from operating activities after adjusting for 
subsidies and indirect taxes. The calculation of this variable is shown in Table 3. 
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Table 3 Constituents of value-added 

included 
Differences between different legal acts 

no definition available, only recommendation  

Constituents of value-added 

SBS 
2700/98 
12 14 0 

Value-added at 
basic prices 

SBS 
2700/98 
12 15 0 

Value-added at 
factor cost 

FATS 
12 15 0 

Value-added at 
factor cost 

National 
Accounts 

value-added at 
basic prices 

production value     

subsidies     

minus purchases of goods and 
services     

plus/minus change in stocks of raw 
materials and consumables     

minus taxes on products which are 
linked to turnover but not deductible     

income and expenditure classified as 
financial or extraordinary in company 
accounts 

    

value adjustments     

investment subsidies     

turnover     

capitalised production     

other operating income     

minus duties and taxes linked to 
production     

net result of output valued at basic 
prices less intermediate consumption 
valued at purchasers prices 

    

It has been stated above that value-added in SBS should be compared to Production in STS and the 
National Accounts. While SBS refers to the concept of “factor cost” National Accounts as well as the 
production Index of STS are following the concept of basic prices. Value-added at basic prices could 
be derived from the factor cost concept. 

Balance of Payment Statistics and Foreign Direct Investment 

Balance of Payments Statistics belongs to the group of macro-economic statistics. It summarizes 
systematically the economic transactions of an economy with “the rest of the world”. This information 
is necessary for monitoring the national and international monetary policy. With the exception of 
External Trade Statistics, Balance of payments and Foreign Direct Investment Statistics are primarily 
based on their own surveys. However there is no direct comparability because of differences in 
coverage with respect to CPC40. 

                                                      
40  CPC = Central Product Classification 
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There is a close conjunction between Balance of Payments Statistics and National Accounts 
because the essential concepts e.g. the concepts of economic territory, residence, centre of 
economic interest or time of recording etc., are identical in Balance of Payments Statistics and 
National Accounts. 

The ES states that the analysis of the link between Balance of Payments and National Accounts 
needs a specialized discussion. 

National Accounts 

“National Accounts is a framework for the systematic and detailed description of the total economy, 
its components and its relation with other total economies”41 . The concepts relevant for this ESSnet 
are defined in the ESA42, which in turn is harmonized with the concepts and classifications used in 
other European social and economic statistics such as statistics on employment, on manufacturing 
and on external trade. ESA is looked upon as the central framework of reference for social and 
economic statistics of the EU and its Member States. Therefore there should be a conceptual 
relation between the aggregates of National Accounts and the variables of Business-related 
Statistics which are the main data sources of National Accounts. Related variables are output of 
goods and services, actual final consumption, gross fixed capital formation and compensation of 
employees. Here the definitions e.g. of the SBS show the relations to the definitions in ESA. 

A second type of macro-economic aggregates which represent balancing items in the accounts, are 
variables such as GDP, operating surplus of the total economy, national income etc. For these 
variables various business-related statistics of the inventory such as SBS, Prodcom and External 
Trade Statistics have to be integrated within a sometimes difficult transformation and compilation 
process. 

ESA could therefore be used as a kind of coordination framework for business-related statistics. It 
could serve as a conceptual framework ensuring the coherency of the system making variables used 
in different but related fields of statistics methodologically comparable and it could be used as an 
accounting framework ensuring numerical consistency of data taken from different sources. 

Wages and salaries (SBS 13320, STS 230) 

The general definition for “Wages and salaries” is the same in all domains, i.e. “as the total 
remuneration, in cash or in kind, payable to all persons counted on the payroll (including home 
workers), in return for work done during the accounting period, regardless of whether it is paid on the 
basis of working time, output or piecework and whether it is paid regularly”. The LCI definition is 
strictly similar to this of the LCS, since it is specified that “Wages and salaries are defined by 
reference to item D.11 in Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1726/1999” i.e. LCS regulation. 

The STS does list the most in- and exclusions. The definition is the LCS is very similar to it, even 
though the elements to be excluded are less detailed. There are very few relevant differences 
between the domains in the sense that many of the specifically listed elements in the STS can be 
related to more broadly described elements in the other domains. Noteworthy differences are related 
to “stock options” and “wages and salaries which the employer continues to pay in the event of 
illness, occupational accident, maternity leave or short-time working”. The first must be included in 
LCS, but has to be excluded in STS, and the second can be recorded in SBS, but must be excluded 
in STS.LCS is the only domain which specifies that wages and salaries of apprentices must be 
included. However, it must not be concluded that they are not included in the other domains since it 
is not mentioned that it must be excluded. 

Differences in the definition of the variable “Wages and salaries across the statistical domains SBS, 
STS, LCS, and LCI are summarized in Table 4 hereafter. 

 

                                                      
41  External Study, p.180 
42  ESA = European System of National and Regional Accounts 
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Table 4 Constituents of “Wages and salaries” 

Main differences between inclusions and exclusions are marked in red 

 SBS STS LCS LCI43

Wages and salaries are defined as the total remuneration, in cash or in kind, 
payable to all persons counted on the payroll (including home workers), in return 
for work done during the accounting period, regardless of whether it is paid on 
the basis of working time, output or piecework and whether it is paid regularly. 

x x x * 

all basic wages and salaries payable at regular intervals  x x * 

enhanced rates of pay for overtime, nightshift, weekend work, etc.  x x * 

all gratuities x x x * 

bonuses x x x * 

ex gratia payments x x x * 

thirteenth month payments x x x * 

severance payments x x x * 

lodging, transport x x x * 

cost-of-living and family allowances x x x * 

tips x x x * 

commission x x x * 

attendance fees x x x * 

taxes, social security contributions and other amounts payable by 
employees and withheld at source by the employer. x x x * 

allowances for food, paid for annual holidays not taken, for extreme 
working conditions like dust, dirt, temperature, smoke, danger, etc., 
for improvement proposals and patent fees paid to the person 
employed 

 x x * 

holiday bonuses  x x * 

exceptional payments to employees who leave the enterprise, if 
those payments are not linked to a collective agreement  x x * 

directors’ and employees’ fees  x   

value of bonus shares distributed free to the employees  x   

payments made by employers to employees under saving 
schemes or other schemes  x x * 

any payment in kind,   x x * 

Where : payments in kind produced by the employer should be 
valued at producer prices; payments in kind bought by the 
employer should be valued at market prices. 

 x   

stock options   x * 

Included 
are 

wages and salaries of apprentices   x * 

statutory social contributions payable by the employer,  x   

collectively agreed, contractual and voluntary social contributions 
payable by the employer,  x   

Excluded 
are 

imputed social contributions (social benefits paid directly by the 
employer), x x   

                                                      
43 and * Wages and salaries are defined by reference to item D.11 in Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 

1726/1999 (i.e. LCS) 
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allowances paid to employees for the purchase of tools, equipment 
and special clothing needed for their work or that part of their 
wages and salaries which under their contracts of employment are 
required to devote such purchases 

 x   

taxes paid by the employer on the total wages and salaries paid,  x   

reimbursement of employees for travelling, removal, separation, 
hotel and entertaining expenses, telephone fees etc. incurred in the 
course of their duties, 

 x   

expenditure for vocational training (training costs), excluding 
apprentices wages and salaries,  x   

other labour cost expenditure payable by the employer (recruitment 
costs, social expenditure such as the reimbursement of current 
expenditure on the transport of employees to and from work, 
whether this is carried out by the enterprises’ own means of 
transport or by third parties on behalf of the enterprise, payments 
to trade union fund) 

 x   

stock options  x   

payments for agency workers  x x   

 

wages and salaries which the employer continues to pay in the 
event of illness, occupational accident, maternity leave or short-
time working 

 x   

Wages and salaries which the employer continues to pay in the event of illness, 
occupational accident, maternity leave or short-time working may be recorded 
here (or under social security costs, dependent upon the unit's accounting 
practices) 

(x)    

Wages and salaries including bonuses, pay for piecework and shift work, 
allowances, fees, tips and gratuities, commission and remuneration in kind are 
recorded in the period during which the work is done. Ad hoc bonuses or other 
exceptional payments (13th month pay, back-dated pay arrears, etc.) are 
recorded when they are due to be paid. 

  x * 

Number of persons employed (SBS 16110, STS 210) 

The variable “Number of persons employed” is broadly defined as the number of persons who work 
for an observation unit and are paid by it. It is described the most precisely in the STS, which 
provides the most extended list of elements to be in- and excluded. In fact, none of the other 
domains mention elements that are not already quoted in the STS. 

Elements that must be included in the STS but for which no indication is given in the other domains 
are” temporary workers” and “paid family workers”. It has been mentioned before that it is not 
because it is not specified that a particular element must be included that it is in fact not. “Agency 
workers” and “persons carrying out repair or maintenance work on behalf of other observation units 
and other staff borrowed from other observation units” must be excluded in the STS. Even though 
there is no indication given on how to handle those particular workers in the other domains, one 
could relate them to “manpower supplied to the unit by other enterprises”, which also must be 
excluded in all domains (but the LFS and R&D). In the same spirit, “persons on indefinite leave”, who 
must be excluded only in the STS, could be related to “those absent for an indefinite period”, who 
must as well be excluded in the other domains. 

The definition in SBS and FATS (inwards and outwards) is rigorously the same, for the simple 
reason that FATS only indicates that this variable, “as defined in the Annex to Commission 
Regulation (EC) No 2700/98 of 17 December 1998 concerning the definitions of characteristics for 
Structural Business Statistics” must be collected. 

The definition in R&D has a completely different orientation than in the other domains in the sense 
that it does not detail the kind of workers that must be in- or excluded, but specifies what kind of work 
the persons must carry out to be counted. 

The differences in the definition of the variable “Number of persons employed” across the statistical 
domains SBS, STS, FATS, VTS, LFS, and R&D are summarized in Table 5 here below. 
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Table 5 Constituents of “Number of persons employed” 

Main differences between inclusions and exclusions are marked in red 

 SBS STS FATS44 VTS LFS R&D 

The number of persons employed is defined as the total 
number of persons who work in the observation unit x x * x x  

working proprietors  x x * x x  

partners working regularly in the unit x x * x x  

unpaid family workers working regularly in the 
unit x x * x x  

persons who work outside the unit who belong to 
it and are paid by it (e.g. sales representatives, 
delivery personnel, repair and maintenance 
teams).  

x x * x x  

persons absent for a short period  (e.g. sick 
leave, paid leave or special leave) x x *  x  

those on strike x x * x x  

part-time workers  x x *  x  

seasonal workers x x *  x  

apprentices and home workers on the pay-roll x x *    

temporary workers  x     

Included 
are 

paid family workers  x     

those absent for an indefinite period,  x x * x x  

manpower supplied to the unit by other 
enterprises x x * x   

persons carrying out repair and maintenance 
work in the enquiry unit on behalf of other 
enterprises 

x x *    

those on compulsory military service x x * x x  

agency workers (except for the activity in which 
such employment agencies are classified)  x     

persons carrying out repair or maintenance work 
on behalf of other observation units and other 
staff borrowed from other observation units 

 x     

family workers included on the payroll of another 
unit as their principal occupation. x x     

Excluded 
are 

persons on indefinite leave (e.g. long term 
sickness, military service or social service)  x  x   

Number of R&D personnel in head count and number of 
researchers in head count must be counted, where: 
R&D personnel are all persons employed directly on R&D 
should be counted, as well as those providing direct services 
such as R&D managers, administrators, and clerical staff. 
Researchers are professionals engaged in the conception or 
creation of new knowledge, products, processes, methods and 
systems and also in the management of the projects 
concerned. 

     x 

Number of hours worked by employees (SBS 16150, STS 220) 

The variable “Number of hours worked by employees” generally represents the sum of hours actually 
worked for the production of the output. The general concept is quite the same, but the precision of 

                                                      
44 and * as defined in the Annex to Commission Regulation (EC) No 2700/98 of 17 December 1998 concerning 

the definitions of characteristics for Structural Business Statistics 
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the definition varies strongly across the statistical domains. In this regard, STS and LCS provide the 
more details on the elements that must be in- or excluded. 

Even though the elements to be in- or excluded are almost the same in SBS, STS and LCS, it may 
be difficult to assess whether the definitions really are consistent with each other or not. For 
example, SBS does not specifies that the hours worked during nights, Sundays or public holidays 
must be included. This, however, is not sufficient enough to say that they are not. Another example: 
LFS specifies that the hours worked “by all employees” should be recorded, while this is neither 
mentioned in the other domains, nor are exceptions specified (except in VTS, see next paragraph). 
Hence, it is important to recall that it is not because it is not specified that a particular element must 
be included that it is in fact not. 

A noteworthy difference is that the VTS specifically excludes the hours worked by “persons 
employed holding an apprentice or training contract”, while the LCS suggests that the hours worked 
by apprentices must be included (i.e. “the hours worked have to be recorded separately for full-time 
employees, part-time employees and apprentices”). 

It must also be mentioned that the variable “Number of hours worked by employees” is called exactly 
so only in the SBS and STS, while the LCS names it “Total hours actually worked”, the VTS “Total 
number of hours worked”, and the LFS does actually not really name it (or “Number of hours actually 
worked during the reference week in the main job” and “Number of hours actually worked during the 
reference week in the second job” which corresponds also to the definition). 

Another point to be stressed is that the statistical unit is the enterprise for all domains but the LFS, in 
which the definition is very limited in the sense that it only mentions that the respondent must 
indicate the hours worked in the main and the second job separately. 

Table 6 summarizes the differences in the definition of the variable “Number of hours worked by 
employees” in the statistical domains SBS, STS, LCS, VTS, LFS. 

Table 6 Constituents of “Number of hours worked by employees” 

Main differences between inclusions and exclusions are marked in red 
 SBS STS LCS VTS LFS 

The total number of hours worked by employees represents the 
aggregate number of hours actually worked   x x x x x 

on direct and ancillary activities   x   

for the output / for the production of goods and activities x x x   

of the observation unit during the reference period x x    

by all employees during the year   x   

If the exact number of hours actually worked is not known, it may be 
estimated on the basis of the theoretical number of working hours and the 
average rate of absences (sickness, maternity, etc.). 

x x    

Total hours worked may be approximated by hours worked by 
employees, at least in industry.  x    

The total number of hours actually worked (B.1) is recorded separately for 
full-time employees, part-time employees and apprentices.   x   

Number of hours actually worked during the reference week in the main 
job plus the number of hours actually worked during the reference week 
in the second job. 

    x 

the total amount of all hours actually worked: x x x x  

during regular working hours, x x x   

in the enterprise or telecommuting,    x  

Included are 

overtime, x x x   
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whether paid or unpaid (overtime),  x x   

during nights, Sundays or public holidays,  x    

the time spent on tasks such as work preparation, 
preparing, maintaining and cleaning tools and machines 
and writing up work cards and reports 

x x x   

time spent at the place of work during which no work is 
done owing to, for example, machine stoppages, 
accidents or occasional lack of work but for which 
payment is made in accordance with the employment 
contract 

 x x x  

short rest periods at the place of work,  x x x   

including tea and coffee breaks,  x x   

hours spent in training either in the enterprise/local unit 
or in educational establishments (this item is excluded 
for apprentices), 

  x   

 

time spent at the place of work standing by or during 
which no work is done (but for which payment is made).    x  

hours paid but not worked due to leave, sickness, 
accidents, strikes, lock outs, slack time, etc., x x    

time spent for meal breaks, x x    

time for commuting between home and work, x x    

hours not worked and not paid, for example, during 
sickness and maternity, etc.,   x   

hours not worked (whether paid or not) during special 
leave for medical examinations, marriages, funerals, 
moving house, following an accident, etc., 

  x   

hours not worked (whether paid or not) during short-
time working, labour disputes, lock-outs, etc.,   x   

hours spent by apprentices in training either in the 
enterprise/local unit or in educational establishments,   x   

Excluded are 

Hours worked by persons employed holding an 
apprentice or training contract.    x  

5.3. Development of a database structuring the relevant information for the 
assessment and the analyze of inconsistencies 

A database has been developed with the objective of structuring and stocking the information that 
will be used to assess and analyze the consistency of a predefined set of core economics and 
employment variables in regard to their characteristics and definitions. The set of variables that will 
be analyzed corresponds to those mentioned in the common module of the SBS regulation (see 
chapter 5.2 of this report). The main objective is the creation of an important set of “information 
sheets”. About 1’800 information sheet will be created: Each of the 17 variables is defined in one or 
more statistical domains (which corresponds all in all to about 60 definitions could be found in the 
different statistical domains, see Annex 2 of this report on page 36), for 31 countries. 

Information sheets will always have the same structure. The information categories mentioned in 
Table 7 below will structure the database. 

Table 7 Information categories for the information sheets 

National denomination Free text 

National Output definition Free text 

Data source Single selection:  
- Direct survey 
- Use of secondary data 
- Direct survey AND Use of secondary data 
- Derived variable 
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Input definition or method & sources if derived variable Free text 

Additional information e.g. adaptations, estimations, etc. Free text 

Vertical inconsistency due to different (please Multiple choice: 
- No inconsistency 
- Reference time and period 
- Coverage 
- Observation unit 
- Name 
- Use of proxy 
- Measurement concept 
- Properties included: more 
- Properties included: less 
- Properties excluded: more 
- Properties excluded: less 

Further information on vertical inconsistency e.g. 
difference with EU definition, description of problem, 
arrangement, planned changes, etc. 

Free text 

Horizontal inconsistency with the statistical domain X  Multiple selection: 
- SBS 
- STS 
- FATS inw.  
- FATS outw. 
- Environmental expenditure 
- ICT 
- R&D 
- LFS 
- SES/LCS 
- LCI 
- VTS 
- External trade statistics 

Horizontal inconsistency with the statistical domain X (to 
be specified), due to different: 

Multiple selection: 
- No inconsistency 
- Extrapolation methods 
- Frames 
- Observation units 
- Reporting units 
- Coverage 
- Classification 
- Name 
- Use of proxy 
- Measurement concept 
- Properties included: more 
- Properties included: less 
- Properties excluded: more 
- Properties excluded: less 

Further information on horizontal inconsistency e.g. 
difference between the definitions, description of problem, 
arrangement, planned changes, etc. 

Free text 

Reason for inconsistency Multiple selection: 
- Limited data availability 
- Historically grown statistics 
- EU legislation not consistent 
- Timeliness of data collection  
- Multipurpose data collection 
- Reduction of external burden 
- Reduction of internal costs 
- National information requirement 
- Use of different methods/concepts 

Quality report information Free text + selection list which will depend 
on the domain, the structure of the report, 
and the information available 

Analyze Free text 

Even though the structure of the information sheets in the database will be modified in comparison to 
what can be found here below, the following view might give the reader a more precise idea of how it 
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is going to look like. It will be adjusted such that it matches the information categories presented in 
Table 7 above. 

Table 8 Information sheet in the database 

 

 
Moreover, a function “Queries” has been developed in order to facilitate the overall consistency 
analysis once the database is filled. It should allow to easily identify where particular characteristics 
of inconsistencies appear (type and reason for example). The results are displayed in the form of 
tables. It is also possible to consult the filling state of the database in order to get an overview of the 
information already collected and filled in. Another important and useful feature is that the structure 
of the database can be adjusted. For example, variables, domains, selections in the lists, etc. can be 
added, removed or modified. The linkage between them can also be adjusted. 

For more details, please refer to the user manual of the database. 
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6. Evaluation of other sources of information 

On 26 and 27 July 2012 a workshop with the Eurostat experts of the different domains of business 
and trade-related statistics took place in Luxembourg. The aim of the workshop was to identify 
possible inconsistencies between related characteristics and their definitions in the different legal 
acts. Before asking the Member States directly the Eurostat experts were asked whether they have 
any evidence of existing inconsistencies which hamper comparability of data between the Member 
States and between related domains. Experts from the following domains were invited to present 
their view of the subject. 

• National Accounts 

• Short Term Statistics 

• Structure of Earnings Statistics / Labour Costs Statistics  

• Structural Business Statistics  

• Business Demography 

• FATS 

• PRODCOM 

• Job Vacancy Statistics / Labour Costs Index 

• Labour Force Statistics  

• R & D Statistics 

• ICT Statistics 

• Foreign Direct Investment Statistics (FDIS) 

• Tourism Statistics 

• External Trade Statistics 

• Waste and Environmental Protection Expenditure Statistics 

• Balance of Payments 

• Business Registers / EuroGroup Registers 

All experts were confronted with the same set of questions which referred to the following topics 
regarding variables and their definitions: 

• How inconsistencies between Member States could be identified? 

• Which kinds of inconsistencies are identified? 

• Which are the possible reasons for these inconsistencies? 

• How important are they and how does Eurostat treat these inconsistencies? 

• Are there methodological or other reasons so that the inconsistencies cannot be avoided? 

• Which plans exist to remove inconsistencies as far as possible? 

• Are there co-operations with users and/or international bodies regarding the definitions of 
characteristics? 

The Eurostat experts also gave a short written presentation of their view on the subject. The results 
of the workshop were a valuable input for the following workshop with the Member States, which 
took place on 25 and 26 September 2012 in Ljubljana. Here we try to summarize the main 
conclusions from the Workshop with the Eurostat experts. 

The Eurostat experts focussed mainly on inconsistencies between Member States and not so much 
on inconsistencies between different domains. Regarding variables and their definitions the latter are 
either small or of minor relevance. 
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Inconsistencies between Member States are sometimes difficult to identify at Eurostat. Since the 
legal bases of the statistics are mostly output oriented and because of the principle of subsidiarity 
Eurostat has only limited possibilities to detect. 

As main sources of information about possible inconsistencies the following were mentioned: 

• Quality reports 

• Methodological metadata provided by the Member States 

• Data analysis (Validations and / or  plausibility checks) 

• Discussions with the Member States in Working Groups and Task Forces 

• Quality visits in the Member States. 

In the case of data analysis it is often difficult to distinguish between editing errors and “real” 
inconsistencies caused by deviations from the required definitions which lead to data incomparability. 
But implausibility in most cases gives reason for bilateral contacts between Eurostat and the 
respective Member State in which the methodological background is discussed. 

From the Eurostat perspective most of the inconsistencies are due to the different implementations in 
the Member States and to the lack of control of metadata when administrative data are used. From 
the discussions with the Eurostat experts it became obvious that for them quality reports are the 
most valuable information source for detecting inconsistencies or inadequate compliance. The 
benefits from these sources are considerably increased when there is a “Synthesis Quality Report” 
for a statistical domain summarizing the quality reports of the Member States which is updated 
regularly (as in R&D Statistics). A standardisation of quality reports would also be very helpful to 
make them more comparable. 

Quality reports exist in every statistical domain and it is one way for WP3 to receive relevant 
information about possible inconsistencies regarding the use and definition of characteristics. 
Because not all of the reports are available to the general public we asked Eurostat to concede the 
members of WP3 access to these quality reports. The results of the analyses are already or will be 
integrated in the database developed by the Swiss Statistical Office. 

Asked for future plans to reduce inconsistencies within the overall system of business statistics the 
prevalent answer was that the Eurostat experts hope for FRIBS. 
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Comparability and coherency are quality standards of the European Code of Practice. It is important 
for users that official statistics in the ESS framework draw a picture of economic reality which is free 
of contradictory information. Ideally, the information from different data sources should fit together 
like jigsaw pieces without any hole. From the producer perspective comparability of micro data and 
statistical results from different sources are of central importance for a change over from a so called 
“stove-pipe approach” to a more integrated approach in business and trade-related statistics. It will 
lead to more flexibility for producing new statistical results without additional surveys. 

According to the different work packages of the ESSnet consistency and coherency have different 
dimensions. The task of the present WP3 is to analyse possible inconsistencies regarding the 
characteristics and their definitions. 

When the same or related characteristics are defined differently over the statistical domains or in 
different legal acts obviously comparability is hampered. Deviations in definitions in different legal 
acts may be taken into account deliberately because of different analytical purposes. In this case a 
removal of inconsistency damages another high ranked quality standard namely “relevance”. But 
even if formally the different domains and/or legal acts use the same or a similar definition, 
incomparability may raise the way in which the European data requirement is implemented in the 
statistical systems of the Member States. 

An inventory of equal or related characteristics and the consistency check has been the starting point 
for the WP3. For this purpose a database storing useful information for all characteristics of the 
relevant legal acts was developed by the Swiss Statistical Office, which will be the basis for the 
following analyses. 

The External Study focuses on inconsistencies between characteristics and their definitions between 
different legal acts and different domains. It analyses about 160 legal acts and manuals and 
identifies three major types of inconsistencies: 

• Inconsistencies in closely related fields of business related statistics 

• Inconsistencies in the overall system of business-related statistics 

• Identification of consequences of inconsistencies for National Accounts and Balance of 
Payments Statistics 

Definitions of characteristics contain different constituents. These are the description of the content 
according to the analytical orientation of the statistics, the statistical unit to which they refer, the 
measurement concept and the classification(s) used. This kind of information is part of the metadata 
which are necessary to understand and correctly interpret statistical results. Characteristics are only 
comparable if they refer to the same metadata. 

The present system of business and trade-related statistics is rather complex and consists of a huge 
number of regulations, each defining the statistical requirements of the EU under a certain analytical 
aspect. It is difficult to analyse related domains without getting lost in details. Therefore 
simplifications are necessary. Given the time restrictions of the project it has been necessary to set 
priorities and to focus on a limited number of core variables. 

Looking over the total number of relevant regulations the ES also came to the conclusion that 
relatively few variables are identified which appear in more than two domains. These are more or 
less the variables of the common module (Annex I) of the Structural Business Statistics (SBS). 
Annex 2 gives an overview over related variables in different statistical domains. 

Most of these variables already use the SBS definition and therefore are consistent. If definitions are 
not explicit or incomplete the use of the SBS definitions is proposed. It would be very useful to 
develop an inventory of all characteristics and definitions for the whole system of business-related 
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statistics with a unique coding system as well as a standardization of the definition in such a system 
containing all necessary metadata would be very helpful for solving the problem of inconsistency. 

The ES also proposes that the ESA should be used as a coordinating framework for business-
related statistics. This would improve the comparability of variables used in different but related fields 
of business-related statistics. 

It has been kept in mind that consistency is not the only quality standard of statistics. Inconsistencies 
are not only the result of lacking communication or lacking coordination. They could also be caused 
by different analytical perspectives and therefore be implemented deliberately. In these cases 
consistency would get in conflict with the important quality standard “relevance”. This means that in 
cases like these we have to set priorities for quality criteria. The ES proposes that these choices 
should be well documented. 

The first workshop with Eurostat experts has shown that inconsistencies between different domains 
and different legal acts regarding characteristics and their definitions are not in focus by the 
European experts. Their presentations mostly dealt with inconsistencies caused by the different 
ways in which the Member States satisfy the European data requirements. Perhaps the focus of only 
one domain of most of the experts could be a reason. 
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Annex 1 Relations between statistical domains analysed in the External Study 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Business Statistics 
1 Structural Business Statistics (SBS) 1  
2 Short Term Statistics (STS)   

 

3 FATS (Foreign Affiliates Statistics)    
 

4 Tourism Statistics (Annex I)     

 

5 Environmental Expenditure      

 

6 ICT       

 

7 R&D        

           

Employment Statistics 
8 Labour Force Survey          
9 Structure of Earnings survey / Labour Cost survey          

 

10 Job Vacancy Statistics           
 

11 Labour Cost Index            

 

12 Vocational Training Statistics             

      

Commodity Statistics 
13 Prodcom               
14 Energy Statistics               

 

15 Waste Statisti  cs                
 

16 External Trade Statistics                 

  

"Tertiary Statistics" 
17 National Accounts                   
18 Balance of Payments and Foreign Direct Investment                   

                                                      
45  Statistics on Information and Communication Technology; Annex I (Enterprises and the Information Society) 
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Annex 2 Relations between statistical domains 
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SBS 

Number of enterprises 11110 X X    X X    X     

Number of local units 11210                

Turnover 12110 X X 120  X X         X 

Production Value 12120 X  [(110)]         [(110)]   X 

Value added at factor cost 12150 X               

Gross operating surplus 12170                

Total purchases of goods and services 13110 X    X           
Purchases off goods and services 
purchased for resale in the same 
condition as received 

13120 X               

Payment for agency workers 13131                

Personnel costs 13310 X  322     X  X X     

Wages and salaries 13320   230     X  X      

Social security costs 13330        X  X      

Gross investment in tangible goods 15110 X               

Number of persons employed 16110 X X 210 X X X X    X     

Number of employees 16130   211    X X        
Number of employees in full-time 
equivalent units 16140      X X X        

Number of hours worked by employees 16150 X  220    X X   X     
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SBS ANNEX II, Industrie 
Investment in equipment and plant for 
pollution control and special antipollution 
accessories (mainly ‘end-of pipe’ 
equipment) 

21 11 0    X            

Investment in equipment and plant linked 
to cleaner technologies (‘integrated 
technology’) 

21 12 0    X            

Total current expenditure on 
environmental protection 21 14 0    X            

FATS 

Total intramural R&D expenditure 22110      X          

Total number of R&D personnel 22120      X          

Prodcom 

Production Value                X 

External Trade Statistics 

Shipment of waste between countries               X  

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 37 Interim Inventory Report 



Annex 
 
Annex 3 List of statistics of related domains and their legal foundations 

Statistical Area Legal Act 

Economic Units /Activity oriented Statistics (Cluster A) 
 Business Statistics 
 

1 

Structural 
Business 
Statistics (SBS) 

Regulation (EC) No 295/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2008 concerning structural business statistics (recast). 
OJ L 97, 9.4.2008, p. 13-59  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:097:0013:0059:EN:PDF 
as implemented by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 97/2009 of 2 February 2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 295/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council concerning structural business statistics, as regards the use of the flexible module. OJ L 33, 3.2.2009, p. 6-7 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 250/2009 of 11 March 2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 295/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council as regards the definitions of characteristics, the technical format for the transmission of data, the double reporting requirements for NACE 
Rev.1.1 and NACE Rev.2 and derogations to be granted for structural business statistics. OJ L 86, 31.3.2009, p. 1-169 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:086:0001:0169:en:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 251/2009 of 11 March 2009 implementing and amending Regulation (EC) No 295/2008 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council as regards the series of data to be produced for structural business statistics and the adaptations necessary after the revision of the 
statistical classification of products by activity (CPA). OJ L 86, 31.3.2009, p. 170-228 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:086:0170:0228:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 275/2010 of 30 March 2010 implementing Regulation (EC) No 295/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council, as regards the criteria for the evaluation of the quality 

 

2 

Short Term 
Statistics (STS) 

Consolidated version of Council Regulation (EC) No 1165/98 of 19 May 1998 concerning short-term statistics. OJ L 162 of 5.6.1998, p. 1 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1998R1165:20090513:EN:PDF 
As amended by:  
Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 June 2009 adapting a number of instruments subject to the 
procedure referred to in Article 251 of the Treaty to Council Decision 1999/468/EC with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny Adaptation to 
the regulatory procedure with scrutiny — Part Four (Articles 17 and 18)  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF 
as implemented by: 
Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 586/2001 of 26 March 2001 on implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1165/98 concerning 
short-term statistics as regards the definition of Main Industrial Groupings (MIGS).OJ L 86, 27.3.2001, p. 11-14 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2001R0586:20090101:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1503/2006 of 28 September 2006 implementing and amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1165/98 concerning short-
term statistics as regards definitions of variables, list of variables and frequency of data compilation. OJ L 281,12.10.2006, p.15 - 29 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2006/l_281/l_28120061012en00150029.pdf 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 657/2007 of 14 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1165/98 concerning short-term statistics as 
regards the establishment of European sample schemes. OJ L 155, 15.6.2007, p. 7-9 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:155:0007:0009:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 472/2008 of 29 May 2008 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1165/98 concerning short-term statistics as 
regards the first base year to be applied for time series in NACE Revision 2 and, for time series prior to 2009 to be transmitted according to NACE 
Revision 2, the level of detail, the form, the first reference period, and the reference period. OJ L 140, 30.5.2008, p. 5-8 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:140:0005:0008:EN:PDF 
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Statistical Area Legal Act 

 

3 

FATS (Foreign 
Affiliates 
Statistics) 

Regulation (EC) No 716/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2007on Community statistics on the structure and activity of 
foreign affiliates. OJ L 171, 29.6.2007, p. 17-31;  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:171:0017:0031:EN:PDF 
as amended by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 747/2008 of 30 July 2008 amending Regulation (EC) No 716/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
Community statistics on the structure and activity of foreign affiliates, as regards the definitions of characteristics and the implementation of NACE Rev. 
2. OJ L 202, du 31.7.2008, p. 20-27;  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:202:0020:0027:EN:PDF 
as implemented by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 364/2008 of 23 April 2008 implementing Regulation (EC) No 716/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council, 
as regards the technical format for the transmission of foreign affiliates statistics and the derogations to be granted to Member States. OJ L 112, 
24.4.2008, p. 14-21;  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:112:0014:0021:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 834/2009 of 11 September 2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 716/2007 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on Community statistics on the structure and activity of foreign affiliates, as regards; 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:241:0003:0004:EN:PDF 

 

4 

Tourism 
Statistics 
(Annex I) 

Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 2011 concerning European statistics on tourism and repealing 
Council Directive 95/57/EC. (1) OJ L 192, 22.7.2011, p. 17-32 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:192:0017:0032:EN:PDF 
as implemented by: 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 1051/2011 of 20 October 2011 implementing Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council concerning European statistics on tourism, as regards the structure of the quality reports and the transmission of the data. (1) 
OJ L 276, 21.10.2011, p. 13–21 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:276:0013:0021:EN:PDF 

 5 
Environmental 
Expenditure  

See legal basis for SBS 

 

6 

Statistics on 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology; 
Annex I 
(Enterprises 
and the 
Information 
Society) 

Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 concerning Community statistics on the information 
society. OJ L 143, 30.4.2004, p. 49-55 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:143:0049:0055:EN:PDF 
as amended by: 
Regulation (EC) No 1006/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 September 2009 amending Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 
concerning Community statistics on the information society  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:286:0031:0035:EN:PDF 
as implemented by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1099/2005 of 13 July 2005 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
concerning Community statistics on the information society. OJ L 183, 14.7.2005, p. 47-62 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:183:0047:0062:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1031/2006 of 4 July 2006 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
concerning Community statistics on the information society. OJ L 186, 7.7.2006, p. 11-26 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:186:0011:0026:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 847/2007 of 18 July 2007 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
concerning Community statistics on the information society. OJ L 187, 19.7.2007, p. 5-19 
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:187:0005:0019:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 960/2008 of 30 September 2008 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council concerning Community statistics on the information society. OJ L 262, 1.10.2008, p. 6-28 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:262:0006:0022:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1023/2009 of 29 October 2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council concerning Community statistics on the information society   
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:283:0005:0021:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 821/2010 of 17 September 2010 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council concerning Community statistics on the information society. (1) OJ L 246, 18.9.2010, p. 1–17 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:246:0001:0017:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 937/2011 of 21 September 2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council concerning Community statistics on the information society. (1) OJ L 245, 22.9.2011, p. 1–18 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:245:0001:0018:EN:PDF 

 

7 

Research and 
Development 

Decision No 1608/2003/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 July 2003 concerning the production and development of Community 
statistics on science and technology. OJ L 230, 16.9.2003, p. 1-3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:230:0001:0003:EN:PDF 
As implemented by: 
Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 753/2004 of 22 April 2004 implementing Decision No 1608/2003/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council as regards statistics on science and technology. OJ L 118, 23.4.2004, p. 23-31 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2004R0753:20080101:EN:PDF 
Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1450/2004 of 13 August 2004 implementing Decision No 08/2003/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council concerning the production and development of Community statistics on innovation. OJ L 267, 14.8.2004, p. 32-35 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2004R1450:20080101:EN:PDF 
as amended by : 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 540/2009 of 22 June 2009 amending Regulation (EC)No 1450/2004 concerning the production and development of 
Community statistics on innovation OJ L 160, 23.6.2009, p. 8 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:160:0008:0008:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 540/2009 of 22 June 2009 amending Regulation (EC) No 1450/2004 concerning the production and development of 
Community statistics on innovation OJ L 160, 23.6.2009, p. 8–8 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:160:0008:0008:EN:PDF 
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 Employment statistics 
 

8 

Labour Force 
Survey 

Consolidated version of Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 of 9 March 1998 on the organisation of a labour force sample survey in the Community. 
OJ L 77 of 14.3.1998, p. 3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1998R0577:20071223:EN:PDF 
This act has been adapted to the Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny by  Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the EP and of the Council of 18 June 2009 
OJ L 188, 18.7.2009, p. 14 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF 
As amended by: 
Regulation (EC) No 2257/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2003 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 on 
the organisation of a labour force sample survey in the Community to adapt the list of survey characteristics. OJ L 336, 23.12.2003, p. 6-7 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:336:0006:0007:EN:PDF 
Regulation (EC) No 1372/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 on the 
organisation of a labour force sample survey in the Community. OJ L 315, 3.12.2007, p. 42-43 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:315:0042:0043:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 2104/2002 of 28 November 2002 adapting Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 on the organisation of a labour force 
sample survey in the Community and Commission Regulation (EC) No 1575/2000 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 as far as the list of 
education and training variables and their codification to be used for data transmission from 2003 onwards are concerned. OJ L 324, 29.11.2002, p. 14-
19 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:324:0014:0019:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1897/2000 of 7 September 2000 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 on the organisation of a labour 
force sample survey in the Community concerning the operational definition of unemployment. OJ L 228, 8.9.2000 p. 18-21 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2000:228:0018:0021:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 430/2005 of 15 March 2005 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 on the organisation of a labour force 
sample survey in the Community concerning the codification to be used for data transmission from 2006 onwards and the use of a sub-sample for the 
collection of data on structural variables. OJ L 71, 17.3.2005, p. 36-60 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2005/l_071/l_07120050317en00360060.pdf 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 377/2008 of 25 April 2008 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98 on the organisation of a labour force 
sample survey in the Community as regards the codification to be used for data transmission from 2009 onwards, the use of a sub-sample for the 
collection of data on structural variables and the definition of the reference quarters.  OJ L 114, 26.4.2008, p. 57-84 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:114:0057:0084:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1022/2009 of 29 October 2009 amending Regulations (EC) No 1738/2005, (EC) No 698/2006 and (EC) No 377/2008 
as regards the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO). OJ L 283, 30.10.2009, p3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:283:0003:0004:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 20/2009 of 13 January 2009 adopting the specifications of the 2010 ad hoc module on reconciliation between work 
and family life provided for by Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98. OJ L 9, 14.1.2009, p. 7-11 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:009:0007:0011:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 220/2010 of 16 March 2010 adopting the programme of ad-hoc modules, covering the years 2013 to 2015, for the 
labour force sample survey provided for by Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98. (1) OJ L 67, 17.3.2010, p. 1-3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:067:0001:0003:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 317/2010 of 16 April 2010 adopting the specifications of the 2011 ad hoc module on employment of disabled people 
for the labour force sample survey provided for by Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98. (1) OJ L 97, 17.4.2010, p. 3-9 OJ L 318, 4.12.2010, p. 53 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:097:0003:0009:EN:PDF 
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Annex 
 

Statistical Area Legal Act 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 249/2011 of 14 March 2011 adopting the specifications of the 2012 ad hoc module on transition from work to 
retirement provided for by Council Regulation (EC) No 577/98. (1) OJ L 67, 15.3.2011, p. 18–21 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:067:0018:0021:EN:PDF 
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Structure of 
Earnings survey 
/ Labour Cost 
survey 

Consolidated version of Council Regulation (EC) 530/1999 of 9 March 1999 concerning structural statistics on earnings and on labour costs. OJ L 63 of 
12.3.1999, p. 6 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1999R0530:20080101:EN:PDF 
This act has been adapted to the Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny by  Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the EP and of the Council of 18 June 2009 
OJ L 188, 18.7.2009, p. 14 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF 
As implemented by: 
Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) 1726/1999 of 27 July 1999 implementing Council Regulation (EC) 530/1999 concerning structural 
statistics on earnings and on labour costs as regards the definition and transmission of information on labour costs. OJ L 203 of 3.8.1999, p. 28 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1999R1726:20080101:EN:PDF 
Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1916/2000 of 8 September 2000 on implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 530/1999 
concerning structural statistics on earnings and on labour costs as regards the definition and transmission of information on structure of earnings. 
OJ L 229, 9.9.2000 p. 3-13 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2000R1916:20080101:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1738/2005 of 21 October 2005 amending Regulation (EC) No 1916/2000 as regards the definition and transmission of 
information on the structure of earnings. OJ L 279, 22.10.2005, p. 32-46 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:279:0032:0046:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1022/2009 of 29 October 2009 amending Regulations (EC) No 1738/2005, (EC) No 698/2006 and (EC) No 377/2008 
as regards the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO). OJ L 283, 30.10.2009, p3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:283:0003:0004:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 224/2007 of 1 March 2007 amending Regulation (EC) No 1216/2003 as regards the economic activities covered by the 
labour cost index. OJ L 64, 2.3.2007, p. 23–24 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:064:0023:0024:EN:PDF 

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 42 Interim Inventory Report 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:067:0018:0021:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1999R0530:20080101:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1999R1726:20080101:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2000R1916:20080101:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:279:0032:0046:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:283:0003:0004:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:064:0023:0024:EN:PDF
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Job Vacancy 
Statistics 

Regulation (EC) No 453/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2008 on quarterly statistics on Community job vacancies. 
OJ L 145, 4.6.2008, p. 234-237 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:145:0234:0237:EN:PDF 
As implemented by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1062/2008 of 28 October 2008 implementing Regulation (EC) No 453/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on quarterly statistics on Community job vacancies, as regards seasonal adjustment procedures and quality reports. OJ L 285, 29.10.2008, p. 
3-8 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:285:0003:0008:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 19/2009 of 13 January 2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 453/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on quarterly statistics on Community job vacancies, as regards the definition of a job vacancy, the reference dates for data collection, data 
transmission specifications and feasibility studies. OJ L 9, 14.1.2009, p. 3-6 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:009:0003:0006:EN:PDF 
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Labour Cost 
Index 

Regulation (EC) No 450/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 February 2003 concerning the labour cost index.  OJ L 69, 
13.3.2003, p. 1-5 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:069:0001:0005:EN:PDF 
This act has been adapted to the Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny by: 
Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the EP and of the Council of 18 June 2009 OJ L 188, 18.7.2009, p. 14  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF 
As implemented by: 
Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1216/2003 of 7 July 2003 implementing Regulation (EC) No 450/2003 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council concerning the labour cost index. OJ L 169, 8.7.2003, p. 37-43 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2003R1216:20070305:EN:PDF 
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Vocational 
Training 
Statistics 

Regulation (EC) No 1552/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on statistics relating to vocational training in 
enterprises OJ L255, 30.9.2005, p. 1-4 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:255:0001:0005:EN:PDF 
This act has been adapted to the Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny by: Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the EP and of the Council of 18 June 2009 
OJ L 188, 18.7.2009, p. 14  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 198/2006 of 3 February 2006 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1552/2005 of the European Parliament and the 
Council on statistics relating to vocational training in enterprises OJ L32, 4.2.2006, p. 15-33 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:032:0015:0033:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 822/2010 of 17 September 2010 amending Regulation (EC) No 198/2006 implementing Regulation (EC) No 
1552/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council on statistics relating to vocational training in enterprises, as regards the data to be collected, 
the sampling, precision and quality requirements. (1) OJ L 246, 18.9.2010, p. 18–32 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:246:0018:0032:EN:PDF 

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 43 Interim Inventory Report 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:145:0234:0237:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:285:0003:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:009:0003:0006:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:069:0001:0005:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2003R1216:20070305:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:255:0001:0005:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:188:0014:0092:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:032:0015:0033:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:246:0018:0032:EN:PDF
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Prodcom Consolidated version of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91 of 19 December 1991 on the establishment of a Community survey of industrial 
production (Prodcom). OJ L 374 of 31.12.1991, p. 1-3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1991R3924:20080101:EN:PDF 
as implemented by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 912/2004 of 29 April 2004 implementing Council Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91 on the establishment of a Community 
survey of industrial production. OJ L 163, 30.4.2004, p. 71-72 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/pri/en/oj/dat/2004/l_163/l_16320040430en00710072.pdf 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 36/2009 of 11 July 2008 establishing for 2008 the ‘Prodcom list’ of industrial products provided for by Council 
Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91. OJ L 18, 22.1.2009, p. 1-183 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:268:0001:0258:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 163/2010 of 9 February 2010 establishing for 2009 the Prodcom list of industrial products provided for by Council 
Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91. (1). OJ L 54, 4.3.2010, p. 1 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:054:0001:01:EN:HTML 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 860/2010 of 10 September 2010 establishing for 2010 the ‘Prodcom list’ of industrial products provided for by Council 
Regulation (EEC) No 3924/91. (1) OJ L 262, 5.10.2010, p. 1-257 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:262:0001:0258:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 830/2011 of 27 July 2011 establishing for 2011 the ‘Prodcom list’ of industrial products provided 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:224:0001:0283:EN:PDF 
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Energy 
Statistics 

Regulation (EC) No 1099/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2008 on energy statistics. OJ L 304, 14.11.2008, p. 1-62 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:304:0001:0062:EN:PDF 
Directive 2004/8/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 February 2004 on the promotion of cogeneration based on a useful heat 
demand in the internal energy market and amending Directive 92/42/EEC OJ L 52 of 21.2.2004, p. 50-60 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:052:0050:0050:EN:PDF 
Directive 2008/92/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2008 concerning a Community procedure to improve the 
transparency of gas and electricity prices charged to industrial end-users (RECAST). OJ L 298, 07.11.2008, p 9 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:298:0009:0019:EN:PDF 
as amended by: 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 844/2010 of 20 September 2010 amending Regulation (EC) No 1099/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on energy statistics, as regards the establishment of a set of annual nuclear statistics and the adaptation of the methodological references 
according to NACE Rev. 2. (1) OJ L 258, 30.9.2010, p. 1-55 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:258:0001:0055:EN:PDF16-24 
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Waste Statistics Consolidated version of Regulation (EC) No 2150/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2002 on waste statistics. 
OJ L 332, 9.12.2002, p. 1-36 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2002R2150:20050614:EN:PDF 
as implemented by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 782/2005 of 24 May 2005 setting out the format for the transmission of results on waste statistics. OJ L 131, 
25.5.2005, p. 26-37 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:131:0026:0037:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1445/2005 of 5 September 2005 defining the proper quality evaluation criteria and the contents of the quality reports 
for waste statistics for the purposes of Regulation (EC) No 2150/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council. OJ L 229, 6.9.2005, p 6-12 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:229:0006:0012:EN:PDF 

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 44 Interim Inventory Report 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1991R3924:20080101:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/pri/en/oj/dat/2004/l_163/l_16320040430en00710072.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:268:0001:0258:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:054:0001:01:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:262:0001:0258:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:224:0001:0283:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:304:0001:0062:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:052:0050:0050:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:298:0009:0019:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:258:0001:0055:EN:PDF16-24
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2002R2150:20050614:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:131:0026:0037:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:229:0006:0012:EN:PDF


Annex 
 

Statistical Area Legal Act 
as amended by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 574/2004 of 23 February 2004 amending Annexes I and III to Regulation (EC) No 2150/2002 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on waste statistics. OJ L 90, 27.3.2004, p. 15-47 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:090:0015:0047:EN:PDF 
Regulation (EC) No 221/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 amending Regulation (EC) No 2150/2002 on waste 
statistics, as regards the implementing powers conferred on the Commission. OJ L 87, 31.3.2009, p. 157-159 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:087:0157:0159:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 849/2010 of 27 September 2010 amending Regulation (EC) No 2150/2002 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on waste statistics. (1) OJ L 253, 28.9.2010, p. 2-41 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:253:0002:0041:EN:PDF 
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External Trade 
Statistics 

Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004 on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods 
between Member States and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 3330/91. OJ L 102, 7.4.2004, p. 1-8 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:102:0001:0008:EN:PDF 
as amended by: 
Regulation (EC) No 222/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 amending Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 on Community 
statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States. OJ L 87, 31.3.2009, p. 160-163 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:087:0160:0163:EN:PDF 
and as implemented by: 
Consolidated version of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004 of 18 November 2004 implementing Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States and repealing Commission Regulations 
(EC) No 1901/2000 and (EEC) No 3590/92. OJ L 343, 19.11.2004, p. 3-19 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2004R1982:20060101:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 91/2010 of 2 February 2010 amending Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004 implementing Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States, as regards the list of 
goods excluded from statistics, the communication of information by the tax administration and quality assessment OJ L 31, 3.2.2010, p. 1–3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:031:0001:0003:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 96/2010 of 4 February 2010 amending Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004 implementing Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States, as regards the 
simplification threshold, trade by business characteristics, specific goods and movements and nature of transaction codes OJ L 34, 5.2.2010, p. 1–6 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:034:0001:0006:EN:PDF 

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 45 Interim Inventory Report 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:090:0015:0047:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:087:0157:0159:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:253:0002:0041:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:102:0001:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:087:0160:0163:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2004R1982:20060101:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:031:0001:0003:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:034:0001:0006:EN:PDF
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National 
Accounts 

Consolidated version of Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 of 25 June 1996 on the European system of national and regional accounts in the 
Community. OJ L 310 of 30.11.1996, p. 1-469 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1996R2223:20030807:EN:PDF 
as amended by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1889/2002 of 23 October 2002 on the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 448/98 completing and amending 
Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 with respect to the allocation of financial intermediation services indirectly measured (FISIM) within the European System 
of national and regional Accounts (ESA). OJ L 286, 24.10.2002, p.11-12 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:286:0011:0012:EN:PDF 
Regulation (EC) No 1392/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 November 2007 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 
with respect to the transmission of national accounts data. OJ L 324, 10.12.2007, p. 1-78 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:324:0001:0078:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 715/2010 of 10 August 2010 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 as regards adaptations following the 
revision of the statistical classification of economic activities NACE Revision 2 and the statistical classification of products by activity (CPA) in national 
accounts. OJ L 210, 11.8.2010, p. 1–21 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:210:0001:0021:EN:PDF 
and as implemented by: 
Commission Decision 98/715/EC of 30 November 1998 clarifying Annex A to Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 on the European system of national 
and regional accounts in the Community as concerns the principles for measuring prices and volumes. OJ L 340 of 16.12.1998, p. 33 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:1998:340:0033:0049:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1500/2000 of 10 July 2000 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 with respect to general government 
expenditure and revenue. OJ L 172, 12.7.2000, p. 3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2000:172:0003:0010:EN:PDF 
Commission Decision No 2002/990/EC of 17 December 2002 further clarifying Annex A to Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 as concerns the 
principles for measuring prices and volumes in national accounts. OJ L 347 du 20.12.2002, p. 42-59 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:347:0042:0059:EN:PDF 
Regulation (EC) No 1221/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 June 2002 on quarterly non-financial accounts for general 
government. OJ L 179, 9.7.2002, p. 1-5 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:179:0001:0005:EN:PDF 
Regulation (EC) No 501/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 March 2004 on quarterly financial accounts for general government. 
OJ L 81, 19.3.2004, p. 1-5 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:081:0001:0005:EN:PDF 
Regulation (EC) No 1161/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 2005 on the compilation of quarterly non-financial accounts by 
institutional sector. OJ L 191, 22.7.2005, p. 22-28 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:191:0022:0028:EN:PDF 

ESSnet Consistency – WP3 page 46 Interim Inventory Report 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1996R2223:20030807:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:286:0011:0012:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:324:0001:0078:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:210:0001:0021:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:1998:340:0033:0049:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2000:172:0003:0010:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:347:0042:0059:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:179:0001:0005:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:081:0001:0005:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:191:0022:0028:EN:PDF
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Balance of 
Payments and 
Foreign Direct 
Investment 

Regulation (EC) No 184/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 January 2005 on Community statistics concerning balance of 
payments, international trade in services and foreign direct investment. OJ L 35, 8.2.2005, p. 23-55 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2005R0184:20081211:EN:PDF 
as implemented and adapted by: 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 601/2006 of 18 April 2006 implementing Regulation (EC) No 184/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
as regards the format and the procedure for the transmission of data. OJ L 106, 19.4.2006, p. 7-9 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:106:0007:0009:EN:PDF 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 707/2009 of 5 August 2009 amending Regulation (EC) No 184/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
Community statistics concerning balance of payments, international trade in services and foreign direct investment, as regards the update of data 
requirements OJ L 202, 6.8.2009, p 3 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:204:0003:0010:EN:PDF 
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2005R0184:20081211:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:106:0007:0009:EN:PDF
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Annex 4 Statistical Domains according to Targets (Analytical Orientation) 

Statistical Area Target Statistical Unit Theoretical concepts Measurement concept 

Economic Units /Activity oriented Statistics (Cluster A)  

 Business Statistics 

 1 
Structural Business 
Statistics  
(SBS) 

To provide the empirical basis for analysing the 
structure and development of economic activities 
in business sector regarding production factors 
competitiveness and performance on national, 

regional and EU level. 

enterprise economic perspective of 
production absolute Values 

 2 Short Term Statistics  
(STS) 

To establish a common framework for the 
production of short-term Community statistics on 
the business cycle. Short-term evaluation of the 
supply and demand of production factors and 

prices. 

KAU Business Cycle Indicators Index numbers 

 3 
FATS  
(Foreign Affiliates  
Statistics) 

Analyses of the special group of enterprises 
dependent from abroad ( Inward FATS) and of 
national units with foreign affiliates (Outward 

FATS) 

Inward FATS: 
enterprises and branches 

under foreign control 
Outward FATS: 

enterprises and all branches 
abroad that are controlled by 
an institutional unit resident in 

the compiling country 

Collection of data on the 
characteristics of foreign 

controlled enterprises 
absolute Values 

 4 Tourism Statistics  
(Annex I) 

Common Framework for tourism statistics as an 
important economic area; Annex I comprises the 

supply side to assess the macro-economic 
importance of tourism. 

LKAU 
macro-economic importance 
of tourism - compementary to 

STS 
absolute Values 

 5 Environmental 
Expenditure 

Information for assessing the impact of economic 
and other activities (expenditures) on 

environmental political objectives. 
enterprise purpose of expenditures absolute Values 

 6 

Statistics on Information 
and Communication 
Technology; Annex I 
(Enterprises and the 
Information Society) 

Statistics for monitoring the Lisbon-Strategie to 
make Europe the most competitive, dynamic and 

knowledge-based economic area. Information 
about usage of information and communication 

technology ("Europe online") 

enterprise very specialised economic 
perspective absolute Values 

 7 Research and 
Development 

To answer the need for comparable statistics on 
research and development, technological 

innovation and science and technology in general 
in order to support Community policies. 

enteprise or lower 
(recommoncation, no 

definition) 

provide data on important 
factors of economic succes absolute Values 
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Statistical Area Target Statistical Unit Theoretical concepts Measurement concept 

 Employment statistics 

 8 Labour Force Survey Assess level and pattern of and trends in 
employment and unemployment. individual or household Data on employment and 

unemployment 
absolute values and 
sequence numbers 

 9 
Structure of Earnings 
survey / Labour Cost 
survey  

Inform on the level and composition of labour 
costs and of the structure and distribution of 

earnings. 
local unit and enterprise 

Data on the costs of labor for 
the employer and the related 

earnings of the employee 
absolute values 

 10 Job Vacancy Statistics 
Improve the understanding of the employment 

situation and prospects through the publication of 
a structural indicator on job vacancies. 

business units Data on employment situation 
and prospects absolute values 

 11 Labour Cost Index 
Bring an understanding of the inflationary 

process and the dynamics of the labour market, 
and monitor changes in labour costs. 

enterprise Evolution of the labour costs Index numbers 

 12 Vocational Training 
Statistics 

Assess the ability of developing and promoting a 
skilled, trained and adaptable workforce. A 

particular attention is payed to training at the 
workplace and during working hours. 

enterprise Lifelong training of the 
population absolute values 

Commodity oriented Statistics (Cluster C) 

 13 Prodcom 
Collection of comparable data on domestic 

physical domestic production (volume and value) 
by product in the single market. 

enterprise physical production of goods absolute Values 

 14 Energy Statistics 

Comparable and timely data on quantities, forms 
and sources of energy and about the generation, 

transformation and consumption of energy. 
Assessing the impact of energy consumption on 

environment. 

not based on a definition of a 
statistical unit 

production and use of 
commodities absolute Values 

 15 Waste Statistics 

In connection with the EU’s 6th Environmental 
Action Programme required monitoring of waste 

at different points of the waste-stream 
generation, collection, recovery and disposal. 

local units, KAU 
quantity data of generated 

and treated wastes specified 
by waste types 

absolute Values 

 16 External Trade Statistics 

Provide extremely detailed information on the 
values and quantities of imports and exports. To 
provide data for National Accounts and Balance 

of Payments 

Member States (Extrastat) 
/company 

flows of goods between 
Member States (intra-EU 

trade) and between 
MemberStates and the rest of 

the world (extra-EU trade) 

absolute Values 
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Statistical Area Target Statistical Unit Theoretical concepts Measurement concept 

Tertiary Statistics 

 17 National Accounts Systematic and detailed accounting of the total 
economy and the relation to other economies. institutional units or LKAU's macro-economic statistics absolute Values 

 18 
Balance of Payments 
and Foreign Direct 
Investment 

Macro-economic statistics providing information 
about relations of an economy to the "rest of the 

world". Systematic recording of the relevant 
goods and services, income, financial, liabilities 

and transfer transactions. 

enterprise (BoP), institutional 
units (FDI) macro-economic statistics absolute Values 
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