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Part A. TECHNICAL REPORT 

Introduction/Summary 

The ESSnet “consistency of concepts and applied methods of business and trade-related 

statistics” is one of the core ESSnets of the MEETS programme. It is part of objective 2 of the 

programme with the aim to streamline a framework for business related statistics. One action 

under this objective is to foresee the integration of concepts and methods across the Member 

States and part of this ESSnet action, the work package 3 on characteristics and definitions, is 

covered by this intermediate report. The report covers the period 1
st
 of May 2012 until 31

st
 of 

December. Future work in 2013 will also be presented. 

 

The aim of work package 3 is to identify inconsistencies regarding characteristics and their 

definitions within the area of business and trade-related statistics, to assess the importance of 

the identified inconsistencies and to elaborate proposals by which these inconsistencies could 

be avoided or at least reduced. Therefore the main objectives of the action are to: 

 make an inventory of the implementation of the definitions of characteristics as well as 

their operationalisation in Member States.  

 collect additional information in Member States on current inconsistencies 

 identify inconsistencies 

 evaluate and assess inconsistencies 

 propose necessary adjustment 

 communicate and disseminate results and proposals 

 

There are eight partners in the work package, Statistics Sweden, Statistics Estonia, 

Statistisches Bundesamt Germany, Hellenic Statistical Authority Greece, Central Statistical 

Office Ireland, Italian National Institute of Statistics Italy, Statistical Office of the Republic of 

Slovenia and Swiss Federal Statistical Office Switzerland. 

Sweden is the coordinator of the work package, whereas Germany is lead country for task 2 –  

core economic variables and Switzerland is lead country for task 3 –  labour market variables.  

 

Work performed and main results so far 

One action of both task 2 and task 3 objectives was to write an interim inventory report, 

which was delivered to the Commission in October 2012. The “External Study on Detail 

Evaluation of the Legal Acts in the Areas of Statistics which were identified by Member 

States as Areas of Revision”, provided by the Commission, was evaluated and the 

methodology, concepts and scope of the work package were presented. Furthermore the 

experiences from a workshop with Eurostat experts held by work package 3 was included in 

the interim inventory report. 

 

An inventory of 17 core economic and labour market variables, different sources (legal acts, 

quality reports, national sources), is part of the work package. The planning of an inventory of 

the implementation of the definitions of characteristics in the Member States was carried out 

during the reporting period. The inventory is carried out in 2013 through a questionnaire 

where information from Member States/EFTA countries on current inconsistencies is 

collected. A database has been developed to store the collected data and to compile the 

results. After the completion of the inventory, tables will be produced according to evaluation 

criteria drafted by partner countries in the work package. In April and May 2013 an 
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evaluation of the results is planned to be carried out and the results will be presented at a joint 

workshop with work package 2 in June 2013. 

 

The management of the work is taken place electronically and through the coordination 

meetings. Until February there have been three coordination meetings. A coordination 

meeting on the 6
th

 of March discussed and approved this report after minor adjustments before 

sending it to the Commission. 

 

Expected final results and their potential impact and use 

The expected results are to provide proposals on how to reduce current inconsistencies in 

characteristics and definitions in the area of business and trade statistics. The users of the 

European statistics must be able to make better use of statistics for economic analysis from 

different domains without contradictory information. Furthermore, it is important for the 

producers to have a more integrated statistics to create more flexibility in the production of 

the statistics and at the same time reduce the response burden.   

 

The proposals from work package 3 will, when implemented, together with the results of the 

other work packages of this ESSnet enable the Commission and the Member States to set an 

important step in the achievement of an integrated system of economic and business statistics. 

When this system is implemented in an integrated way it should reduce the costs of 

production and the response burden at the same time as the value for the users will increase. 
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1. Work progress and achievements during the reporting period 

The work package is divided into four tasks; task 1 relates to coordination tasks and 

management of the work, which will be reported in section 4. The large volume of the 

activities is carried out in task 2 and 3. The same activities run in parallel through both tasks 

as the range of variables with definitions and characteristics is very broad and heterogonous. 

Task 2 will analyze possible inconsistencies resulting from different definitions of core 

economic variables in different domains and task 3 the possible inconsistencies resulting from 

different definitions in the labour market variables in different domains. Subsequently, the 

objectives and results in this intermediate report are reported together for task 2 and task 3. 

Task 4 relates to the dissemination of the results of the work package and will be reported in 

the end of this section. 

1.1 Task 2 and 3 core economic and employment variables 

1.1.1 Objectives of task 2 and task 3 

The overall objective of task 2 and task 3 is: 

to prepare solutions to reduce possible inconsistencies with respect to the variables and their 

definitions between the concepts and methods of the various business and trade-related 

statistics and their implementation in the Member States.  

 

Task 2 focuses on core economic variables task 3 on core labour market variables. The scope 

of the statistical domains derives from the MEETS programme and is specified under 1.1.3. 

 

There are three specific and mutual objectives for task 2 and task 3: 

 To make an inventory of the definitions of variables as well as their operationalisation in 

the Member States.  

 To identify and evaluate inconsistencies identified in the inventory process.  

 To propose adjustments.  

 

1.1.2 Inventory of the definitions of variables as well as the 
operationalisation in Member States 

Identify and evaluate inconsistencies identified in the inventory process  

The inventory process began by evaluating the report and summarizing the findings in the 

“External Study on Detail Evaluation of the Legal Acts in the Areas of Statistics which were 

identified by Member States as Areas of Revision” provided by the Commission. The main 

issues of inconsistency and how to define consistency in relation to variables and 

characteristics were elaborated along with an outline of the scope of the work package. The 

interim inventory report was a milestone of the initial work and has served as basis for the 

following actions.  

 

Workshop with Eurostat experts 

A workshop was held in June 2012 with the objective to gather information and experiences 

from experts at Eurostat regarding inconsistencies found between different Member States 

and different domains related to characteristics and definitions in statistics on business and 

trade.   

 

The main concern among the Eurostat experts seemed to be the inconsistencies between the 

Member States and not between the statistical domains. According to the Eurostat experts 
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most of the inconsistencies are due to the different implementations in the Member States and 

the lack of control of metadata when administrative data is used. Eurostat uses the quality 

reports as important sources of information to investigate possible inconsistencies and a 

standardisation of the quality reports would increase the comparability and the use of the 

information collected from the Member States.  

 

The experiences from the Eurostat experts have been integrated in the actions of the work 

package, e.g. the quality reports collected from the Member States have been collected from 

Eurostat and will be used in the analysis. Furthermore, as the main concern was the 

inconsistency between the Member States the WP3 project has discussed the reasons for these 

inconsistencies and collects information that will be analyzed to be presented along with 

proposals to improve the consistency. 

 

Workshop with Member States 

A 2
nd

 workshop was held in September 2012 with the objective to investigate how to collect 

information on implementation of the EU requirements from Member States/EFTA countries 

in an efficient way and their experiences on inconsistencies. 

 

During the workshop there were presentations from different ESSnet projects, e.g. ESSnet 

Admin data project on the use of admin data in business statistics and Consistency project 

work package 1 covering inconsistencies in the statistical unit. There was also time to discuss 

possible reasons for inconsistencies and how to collect information from the Member 

States/EFTA countries.  

 

The outcome of the workshop was that there seems to be many reasons for the inconsistencies 

and they sometimes overlap. Furthermore, different domains are treated differently within 

Eurostat and more cooperation between the domains is necessary. In addition, administrative 

data is increasingly used and there is an issue of relevance (user’s needs) on one hand and 

what we can get from enterprises on the other, which needs to be addressed in the proposals 

from this work package. 

 

Collect additional information in Member States 

Additional information from the Member States is necessary to collect as input for drafting 

the proposals. Therefore a questionnaire was developed in the autumn of 2012 to collect 

information on how the Member States/EFTA countries implement in practice the 

requirements concerning core economic and labour market variables. The experiences from 

the two workshops have been used in the development of the questionnaire.  

 

As the member countries in work package 3 are very diverse it was decided to test the 

questionnaire on the work package 3 countries as a substitute of using expert meetings and 

study visits at this stage of the process. Instead those meetings and visits will be utilized in the 

evaluation and assessment of the results. After adjustments of the questionnaire were 

completed, a request from Eurostat on the data collection was sent to the member states and 

the EFTA countries in the beginning of January of 2013.  

 

The following statistical domains have been included in the data collection: 

- Structural Business Statistics 

- Short Term Statistics 

- Outward FATS 

- Inward FATS 
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- Community Innovation Survey 

- Research & Development 

- Labour Force Survey 

- Labour Cost Survey/Structure of Earnings 

- Labour Cost Index 

- Information and Communication Technology 

 

The following variables were included in the data collection: 

- Number of enterprises 

- Number of local units 

- Turnover 

- Production Value 

- Value added at factor cost 

- Gross operating surplus 

- Total purchases of goods and services 

- Purchases of goods and services purchased for resale in the same condition as received 

- Payment for agency workers 

- Personnel costs 

- Wages and salaries 

- Social security costs 

- Gross investment in tangible goods 

- Number of persons employed 

- Number of employees 

- Number of employees in fulltime equivalent units 

- Number of hours worked by employees 

 

The collected data is gathered in a database developed for the work package, where the 

information of the different countries’ variables in the statistical domains along with the 

quality reports will be used in the evaluation and assessment of the results. The database will 

include information of all the collected variables’ EU definition, output and input definitions, 

data source, type and reasons for inconsistency, additional information, quality report, field 

for analysis and attachments. The database has options for queries which will allow to group 

information to make an analysis of the results possible.   

 

Results of the inventory process 

The inventory process resulted in an interim inventory report covering a summary of the 

external study and the methodology and scope of the work package. Additionally the 

experiences from the Eurostat experts’ workshop were included. The report has served as the 

basis for further work, in particular the data collection benefits from the initial inventory. 

Currently a data collection among the Member States/EFTA countries is carried out. 

 

The following results can be presented at this stage: 

 The coverage of the work in work package 3 has been determined 

 A definition of consistency has been elaborated 

 The external study and other sources have been evaluated 

 A questionnaire and a database to gather all the information have been developed 

 Two workshops have been held, one with Eurostat experts and one with experts from 

Member States/EFTA countries 

 An interim inventory report has been prepared and sent to Eurostat 

 Data is currently collected from the Member States/EFTA countries 
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1.1.3 Identification and evaluation and assessment of inconsistencies 

Evaluation criteria are at this time being developed to identify and evaluate inconsistencies in 

core economic and labour market variables. After the collected data from the Member 

States/EFTA countries has been collected and gathered in the database, the evaluation process 

will begin by using the developed evaluation criteria to identify the main issues of 

inconsistencies. The external study and experiences from the workshops will also be taken 

into consideration. The assessment of the evaluated inconsistencies will be made in close 

cooperation with the Member States looking at relevance for the business- and trade-related 

statistics, effects on at least one major statistical project, major violation of the principle of 

consistency from user and producer perspectives. 

 

Expected results of the activities 

The expected results are to develop well defined criteria to use in the evaluation of the 

existing inconsistencies and to assess the evaluated inconsistencies in the business and trade-

related statistics. 

1.1.4 Proposals of necessary adjustments 

The ultimate goal of this action is to provide proposals which – when implemented – will 

contribute to a decrease of current inconsistencies in the area characteristics and definitions 

regarding the area of business and trade statistics. Thus together with the results of the other 

work packages of this ESSnet, the results should enable the Commission and the Member 

States to set an important step in the achievement of an integrated system of economic and 

business statistics, and that, furthermore, this system is implemented in an integrated way 

with low costs and a minimum of response burden. Therefore, when the work package 3 has 

evaluated and assessed the inconsistencies, proposals for necessary adjustments will be 

elaborated. If the work package needs further information or needs to discuss the development 

of adjustments, some Member States will be visited during the course of action. 

 

Expected results of the activities 

Proposals on adjustments taking into account certain criteria and constraints, such as cost of 

change, time frame, expected increase in consistency. 

 

1.2 Task 4 Dissemination 

1.2.1 Objectives 

The objective of this action is to disseminate the results of the work package to Eurostat and 

all Member States, especially to those that are not partners in this ESSnet. The main 

dissemination channel is the ESSnet- now merged with the CROS-portal where all the 

deliverables are uploaded. 
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1.2.2 Dissemination during the reporting period 

Dissemination of the results is an integral part of the work plan. The ESSnet-portal was used 

by the work package as a tool for dissemination in the autumn of 2012. During the end of 

2012 the Commission merged the ESSnet-portal with the CROS-portal, which now is used. 

Furthermore, there have been opportunities at the two workshops arranged by the work 

package to present and discuss experiences of different Member States and Eurostat experts. 

 

At the ESSnet conference in Rome December 2012, the project was jointly presented together 

with work package 1 and work package 2. 

 

The action and the data collection were to be presented at the BSDG meeting in December. 

However, due to lack of time at the meeting the presentation was cancelled by the Chair. 

There was also a steering group meeting in December where the three work packages 

presented their objectives and activities, when comments on the planned work were given by 

Eurostat experts and some Member States.  

1.2.3 Dissemination action towards the ESS 

The following deliverables have so far been delivered: 

- Interim inventory report 

- Minutes kick off meeting 

- Minutes 1
st
 coordination meeting 

- Minutes 2
nd

 coordination meeting 

- Minutes 3
rd

 coordination meeting 

- Minutes workshop with Eurostat experts 

- Minutes workshop Experts from Member States 
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2. Conclusions of the progress in the reporting period 

During this reporting period the major activities have progressed as planned. The main 

objective and activities were to make an inventory and prepare an interim inventory report. 

Both task 2 and task 3 had the objective to write an interim inventory report, which was 

delivered to the Commission in October 2012. The “External Study on Detail Evaluation of 

the Legal Acts in the Areas of Statistics which were identified by Member States as Areas of 

Revision” provided by the Commission was evaluated and the methodology and scope of the 

work package was presented. Furthermore, the experiences from a workshop with Eurostat 

experts held by the work package were included in the report. The inventory report will 

provide good basis for further work. 

 

The next step is to make an inventory of the implementation of the definitions of 

characteristics in the Member States/EFTA countries. The inventory is carried out through a 

questionnaire where data from Member States/EFTA countries on current inconsistencies is 

collected. A database has been developed to gather the data and for the partner countries to 

compile the results. The inventory is planned to be completed in February/March 2013 and 

tables will be produced after the criteria on how to evaluate the data has been drafted. In April 

and May 2013 an evaluation of the results is planned to be carried out and the results will be 

presented at a joint workshop with work package 2 in June 2013.  

 

It is evident that the actions the work packages carry out under the ESSnet Consistency are 

fairly complex and that the three work packages are highly correlated. Inconsistencies related 

to work package 1 and 2 may also be very important in work package 3. Therefore, 

coordination with the other work packages is required. In particular the work packages 2 and 

3 will continue to work closely as Sweden and Germany are part of both work packages and 

they follow a similar time plan. Work package 1 has already delivered its proposals and those 

will serve as input in this work package. 

 

Given the time restrictions of the project it has been necessary to set priorities and to focus on 

a limited number of core variables. Having said that, the number of variables examined is 17 

as part of the common module of the Structural Business Statistics (SBS) and appearing in 

one or more domains. One reflection is that administrative data is more and more used due to 

an effort of minimizing the response burden and the producer costs. This will be further 

explored as the issue of relevance, on one hand and what we can collect from the enterprises 

on the other, needs to be examined. 

 

To conclude, the work package has delivered according to the planned actions during the 

reporting period. The work is progressing well and the deliverables from the work package 

have been delivered. 
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Part B. REPORT ON THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ESSnet 

1. Project management 

 

Manage the work and cooperation between the co-partners and the Commission 

Just after the MBGA was signed by Eurostat and SCB in July/August 2012 the drafting of the 

internal cooperation agreement was completed. The internal cooperation agreements have 

been signed by all partner countries with financial claims to Eurostat. 

 

Sweden has regular communication with Eurostat regarding the progress of the work and at 

other times when required, e.g. to establish a minor amendment of the MBGA. 

 

Monitor the progress of work and propose solutions in case of conflicts 

The monitoring is mainly done through e-mail and through coordination meetings where all 

the partner countries and Eurostat are invited. Depending on activity one or two countries 

have been more responsible than the others even if all partner countries are expected to 

contribute. In these cases Sweden keeps regular contact with the responsible countries to 

monitor the progress. So far there has been no need to propose solutions in case of conflicts.  

 

Organize, plan and head the coordination meetings 

The main tool for managing the project is through the coordination meetings. During 2012 

there have been one kick-off meeting and three coordination meetings: 

 

Type of meeting Date of meeting Location 

Kick-off meeting  May 2012 Stockholm 

1
st
 coordination meeting  June 2012 Luxembourg 

2
nd

 coordination meeting  September 2012 Ljubljana 

3
rd

 coordination meeting  November 2012 Tallinn 

   

Manage the production of deliverables (intermediate and final implementation report) 

The deliverables to Eurostat is presented in the next section. The interim inventory report was 

sent in October. The deliverables of the minutes have been somewhat delayed compared to 

the schedule in the MBGA. This is due to a slight delay in the start of the project compared to 

the plans in the grant application (annex 1 in the MBGA). Furthermore, the minutes have been 

approved at the following coordination meeting. The representative of Eurostat has, however, 

received the draft minutes on time and been able to monitor the progress. The deliverables 

and dissemination on the ESSnet- and CROS-portal have been taken care of by Sweden. 

 

Organize exchange and cooperation with other cross-cutting projects/ESSnet projects 

There has been cooperation between the other two work packages in the ESSnet Consistency. 

Furthermore, the ESSnet Admin Data will give proposals that could affect this work package 

and cooperation with the coordinator of that project has been initiated. 
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2. Deliverables  
 

 
TABLE 1. DELIVERABLES 

 

Deliverable name Lead 
beneficiary 

Delivery date 
from Annex I 
(proj month) 

Delivered 
Yes/No 

Actual / Forecast 
delivery date 

Comments 

Del 1: Minutes from 

Kick-off meeting 
SCB, 

Sweden 

May 2012 Yes September 2012  

Del 2: Minutes from 

1
st
  Coordination 

meeting 

SCB, 

Sweden 

June 2012 Yes September 2012  

Del 3: Minutes from 

2
nd

  Coordination 

meeting 

SCB, 

Sweden 

September 

2012 

Yes November 2012  

Del 4: Minutes from 

3
rd

  Coordination 

meeting 

SCB, 

Sweden 

November 

2012 

No March 2013 The coordination meeting 

was held in November 2012 

and the minutes was officially 

approved at the 4
th

 

coordination meeting in 

March 2013 

Del. 13: Minutes of 

the 1
st
 workshop with 

Eurostat experts 

CSO, Ireland June 2012 Yes September 2012  

Del. 14: Minutes of 

the 2
nd

 workshop 

with MS experts 

SORS, 

Slovenia 

September 

2012 

Yes November 2012  

Del. 15: Interim 

inventory report 

DESTATIS, 

Germany 

September 

2012 

Yes October 2012  

Del. 18: Minutes 

from partner expert 

meeting 1 – core 

economic variables 

Participating 

country 

October 

2012 

No  Expert meetings will be 

carried out in 2013 

Del. 19: Minutes 

from partner expert 

meeting 1 – 

employment 

variables 

Participating 

country 

October 

2012 

No  Expert meetings will be 

carried out in 2013 
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3. Status of the use of the resources 
 

Below the number of person-day over the duration of the reporting period per task and per 

participant are presented. The task leader for each task is shown by indicating the figure in 

bold. 

 
Work package 

 
Co-ordinator / 
Co-partner 

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 TOTAL per 
Beneficiary  

1. SCB Coordinator 60 30 16 2 108 

2. SE 4 51 4  59 

3. DESTATIS 7 153 2  162 

4. CSO 7  50  57 

5. SORS 16 41 22  79 

6. ELSTAT 14 13 2  29 

7. ISTAT 6 25 9  40 

8. SFSO 22  149  171 

TOTAL 136 308 251 2 698 
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Annex 

Deliverables  

Del. 1: Minutes of the Kick off meeting 

Del. 2:  Minutes of the Coordination meeting 1 

Del. 3: Minutes of the Coordination meeting 2 

Del. 4:  Minutes of the Coordination meeting 3 

Del. 13:  Minutes of the 1
st
 workshop with Eurostat experts  

Del. 14:  Interim inventory report 1 

Del. 15:  Minutes of the 2
nd

 workshop with MS experts  


