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Mandate of Transmission Coordinators (TCOs) 

 

Eurostat will inform about ongoing activities for the implementation of the amended Regulation 

(EC) No 223/2009 on European statistics and their potential implications on the role and tasks of 

TCOs.  

 

Task Force on the implementation of amended Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 on European 

statistics 

 A Task Force on the implementation of Reg. 223 was established following the ESSC 

meeting in May this year. 23 countries are members of the TF.  

 The main purposes of the TF will be sharing of experience and best practices among the 

ESS members, as well as discussion on specific issues, on which the ESS members are 

seeking guidance and support from Eurostat. 

 Eurostat is the facilitator of these discussions, but the ownership of input and results belong 

to the ESS and the TF as whole. 

 The first meeting of the TF took place on 8 September and focused on the scope of 

European statistics, as a means of identifying the national authorities that are, or should be, 

members of the ESS.  

 The TF members emphasised that any real identification of ONAs must be based on a clear 

scope of European statistics. The coordinating responsibility of NSIs will be defined 

accordingly. 

 The TF will continue these discussions at the next meeting, that will take place probably in 

December. 

 At that time, further developments will be taken into account, namely the discussion at the 

PG in September and the ESSC in November on the list of statistical products. 

 The TF has not discussed the role of TCOs. 

 It is too early to draw conclusions on the impact of a closer identification of European 

statistics, notably as regards the coordinating role of NSIs. 

 Reg. 223 was amended to specify what and who coordination should cover. 

 The who refers to "all other national authorities responsible for development, production and 

dissemination of European statistics". 

 The what includes  

o Programming and reporting 

o quality monitoring 

o methodology 

o data transmission 

o communication on ESS statistical actions 

 Determining what this could mean in practice is one of the topics that the TF will discuss. A 

potential challenge in this domain is the difference between coordination and decision-

making. 

 One of the objectives of clarifying this coordinating role in Reg. 223 was to improve 

efficiency within national statistical systems. 

 TCOs could contribute to this efficiency, under the condition that their roles and mandate 

are clear. 

 For instance, TCOs can have a role in ensuring a more effective communication within the 

NSI and between the NSI, the ONAs and Eurostat. 

 At the same time, TCOs have also an important technical and operational role to fulfil. 

 One option to explore may therefore be to have two TCOs per country; one with the first-

mentioned communication role – which would require a central position within the national 

system, allowing access to both management and operational levels – and another one with 

the last-mentioned technical role – which would require more IT-related skills. 
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 TCOs that are present in this working group could usefully discuss this issue and express 

their views to stakeholders in both Eurostat and NSI/ONAs. 

 


