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DIME working groups and task forces 
 
This document contains a report on working groups and task forces in the following areas: 

• Quality 
• Seasonal adjustment 
• Statistical disclosure control 
• Standardisation, metadata and classifications 
• Security 
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Quality 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to give feedback on the recent developments in the quality field. 

2. Background and brief history 

At the ESS Committee meeting on 28 September 2011, the Sponsorship on Quality presented 
its Final Report on the proposed revisions to the Code of Practice, the development of a 
Quality Assurance Framework for the ESS (ESS QAF), the future Peer Reviews and the 
communication of quality to users and producers. The ESSC approved the Final Report and 
asked Eurostat to prepare a proposal for implementing the recommendations. At the "Quality 
in Statistics" Working Group meeting in November 2011, Eurostat proposed to set up two task 
forces. 

1. One Task Force on the ESS Quality Assurance Framework (ESS QAF). The Task 
Force finished its work in June 2012 and the outcome of the work, the refined ESS 
QAF, has been discussed at the last meeting of the Working Group, on 19 November 
2012. 

2. Another Task Force was set up to address the recommendations of the Sponsorship on 
Quality regarding quality reporting issues. The mandate of the Task Force is twofold: 
to develop a single metadata structure that can be used to derive both producer-oriented 
and user-oriented quality reports and to update the ESS Standard and Handbook for 
Quality Reports. The first task is now being finalised and the second one is 
progressing. The final report on the work of the Task Force will be presented at the 
ESSC meeting of May 2013. 

Regarding the peer reviews, in 2012 Eurostat with the help of a short-term Expert Group 
prepared a document describing the ambitions of the new round of reviews, its objectives, the 
recommendations for developing a methodology and the roadmap for its implementation. One 
of the recommendations was to establish a task force for the development of the methodology. 
The document was presented at the 2012 November ESSC meeting and got fully support. The 
Task Force has met twice and will present the methodology at the May ESSC meeting. 

3. Consequences for the NSIs  
The ESS QAF identifies, for principles 4 and 7 to 15 of the Code of Practice (CoP), the 
activities, methods and tools that National Statistical Institutes (NSI) can use to implement and 
demonstrate compliance with the CoP. It is a flexible and open document which will be 
extended to the remaining principles and periodically updated. 

The single metadata structure and the ESS Handbook for Quality Reports will simplify and 
further harmonise quality reporting at ESS level. 

If the review methodology is approved by the ESSC in May, it is foreseen that an assessment 
of each National Statistical System will be carried out during 2014 and 2015. As in the first 
round of peer reviews, a self-assessment questionnaire to be filled in by NSI's and an on-site 
visit to the country by the reviewers' team are part of the proposed methodology. 
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Seasonal	adjustment 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to discuss the item. 

2.   Background and brief history 

Seasonal adjustment is an important step of the official statistics business architecture and 
harmonisation of practices has proved to be key element of quality of the output. Since the 90s, 
Eurostat has been playing a role in the promotion, development and maintenance of a software 
solution (Demetra family) freely available for seasonal adjustment in line with established best 
practices.  
 
The Eurostat-ECB Seasonal Adjustment Steering Group (SASG) is the high level group of 
experts in charge of the coordination of the Seasonal Adjustment activities in National 
Statistical Institutes (NSIs) and National Central Banks (NCBs) and reporting to the European 
Statistical System Committee (ESSC) and the European System of Central Banks Statistics 
Committee (STC). 
 
Two SASG meetings took place in April 2012 (Frankfurt) and November 2012 (Luxembourg). 
The SAUG (Seasonal Adjustment Users Group) was re-launched with a new mandate for 2012 
and 2013 to test developed components and – at the same time – develop the user 
documentation. 

 

3.  Outstanding problems 
 

Recently, DEMETRA – an application for performing seasonal adjustment (SA) using the core 
methods TRAMO-SEATS and X12 – has been translated into JDEMETRA+ using Java, an 
Open Source language. The development has been led by the Belgium National Bank (BNB) 
under a grant from Eurostat finishing in November 2012. The JDEMETRA+ (version 1.1.0) 
constitute the main deliverable of the grant, and it is currently being evaluated by the SASG 
and Eurostat. Final version to be used for the production is expected to be available in March 
2013. BNB will provide maintenance in terms of bug fixes following their needs but there is a 
necessity to organize a formal support and maintenance for the future. 
 
The SASG has studied the personal and financial resources from within the ESS/ESCB that 
would be required, in addition to those from Eurostat, for the further development and support.  

 

4. Risk assessment 
 

There are risks to achieving a harmonised process of seasonally adjusting data in the ESS 
should further development and support of JDEMETRA+ cease. 

5. Next steps 
 

Now the SASG must proceed step-by step to obtain the support from ESSC and STC. A draft 
document (JDemetraplus Maintenance and Governance after 2012.doc, in attachment) has 
been prepared to be submitted to the competent decision bodies. The ECB is going to present it 
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to STC. Eurostat made a first presentation in December to the DIME steering group to create 
sensitivity and now to the plenary DIME. The ITDG is expected to be consulted in June 2013 
before going to the ESSC (in September 2013) where the whole SA strategy will be discussed. 
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Expert	Group	on	Statistical	Disclosure	Control 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to take note of the recent developments and to discuss current initiatives 
in the domain of Statistical Disclosure Control (SDC). 

2. Background and brief history 

Statistical confidentiality issues are since the entry into force of Regulation 223/2009 on 
European statistics taken over by the European Statistical System Committee (ESSC). In 2009 
the ESSC has appointed the Working Group on Statistical Confidentiality (WGSC) that 
discusses various proposals in the domain of confidentiality and prepares the decision making 
for the ESSC. In November 2010 the WGSC has created an Expert Group on Statistical 
Disclosure Control (EGSDC) with a mandate for two years dealing with all technical and 
methodological aspects of the statistical disclosure control. Creation of this Group was 
particularly important in the context of the prerogatives given to the ESS in the Regulation on 
European Statistics in the domain of harmonization of methods, criteria and practices as 
regards statistical disclosure control. 

In 2010-2012 the EGSDC held four meetings, two in 2012 (April and December). On the last 
meeting in December 2012 the future of the group was discussed as the mandate of the 
EGSDC was extended for another 2 years. The new revised mandate stresses the advisory role 
of the Expert Group and puts the focus on the follow up and validation of Statistical Disclosure 
Control (SDC) methods applied to confidential data for scientific purposes as well as on the 
development and maintenance of SDC software tools. The methodological development will 
be paused as to consolidate and standardize current practices.  

3. Outstanding problems 
The progress made in 2012 and the outstanding issues can be grouped into three fields of 
action. 
 
3.1 Progress made in 2012 
Microdata protection 
In 2012 progress has been made in the development of the following scientific use files: 
European Health Interview Survey (EHIS), data on road carriage (RC) and Household Budget 
Surveys (HBS), as well as on the development of guidelines for social microdata 
anonymisation. The EGSDC approved the guidelines on output checking and discussed a new 
model for the harmonisation of microdata release developed within Work Package 1 of the 
ESSnet on SDC Harmonization.  
 
Tabular data and census hypercubes protection 
In April 2012 the workshop on the confidentiality issues in census hypercubes was organized 
by the ESSnet SDC Harmonization allowing participants to identify major approaches to the 
protection of frequency tables and share information about methods and tools that can be used 
to protect hypercubes. As single approach to the protection of hypercubes is practically 
impossible at this stage and since there is no legal obligation to harmonize the protection 
methods, the EGSDC decided to limit the work to an exchange of experiences and best 
practices amongst members of the Group.  
 
Statistical Disclosure Control (SDC) software tools  
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Concerning the software tools for SDC, there are currently two alternatives for microdata and 
tabular data and protection: μ-ARGUS and τ-ARGUS and the R-packages sdcMicro and 
sdcTable. The ARGUS software will be migrated to an open-source environment. There has 
been discussion about the future of the development and maintenance issues of two parallel 
sets of tools.  
 
3.2 Outstanding issues 
There shall be made an effort to further harmonize the SDC methods and tools. Expert Group 
shall follow the work in the different fields (anonymisation of the datasets, census hypercubes 
protection) and aim at consistency between domains and datasets.  
EGSDC shall follow very closely the development of the SDC software tools and be involved 
in testing and assessing their functionalities, usability and adaptability in different IT 
environments of the statistical institutes.  
 

4. Next steps 
The work of the EGSDC will be focused on microdata protection and on the SDC tools. The 
Group will also collect information on the methods used to protect census hypercubes.  
As far as the tools are concerned there will be questionnaire distributed amongst the members 
of DIME in order to investigate the usage of the different SDC software tools within the NSIs. 
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Standardisation, metadata and classifications  

1. Recommendation for action by DIME 

The DIME is invited  

• To take note of the work carried out by different ESS working groups;   
• To comment on the work progress achieved or on the priorities set in the different work 

areas.  

2. Background  

This document reports on the main work areas and the work progress achieved in the area of 
ESS standardisation, metadata and classifications during 2012. The work is mainly carried out 
in the ESS Metadata and Classification Working Groups, in ESS user groups or sometimes 
also in domains specific working groups implementing the ESS standards.  
 
The various activities outlined are key activities for progressing towards more business process 
integration in the ESS. The latter is the main aim of the ESS joint strategy in the coming years.  
 
The work areas and priorities listed in the following are also embedded into the international 
work program and work schedule for modernising official statistics. Prominent international 
initiatives - taken into consideration in this respect - are the High Level Group for the 
Modernisation of statistical production and services (HLG), the SDMX Sponsors with their 
SDMX action plan 2011 – 2015 or also the UNECE informal dialogue on SDMX and DDI.   
         

3. Policy context 

During 2012 the following main actions took place in the various work areas:   
 
3.1. Statistical metadata  
 

Main work areas  Deliverables 
National Reference metadata 
standardisation and exchange (in 
the National Reference Metadata 
Editor/NRME)  

36 ESMS metadata flows opened: External Trade; Education; Health and 
Safety at Work; Industrial Production; Research and Development on 
Science and Technology; Short-term Statistics; Tourism statistics.  

National Reference metadata 
standardisation and exchange (in 
the National Reference Metadata 
Editor)  

18 ESQRS metadata flows opened: Agri-Environment Statistics 
(Pesticides); Adult Education Survey; Economic Accounts for Agriculture 
and Forestry; Education Statistics; Job Vacancy statistics, Labor Force 
Survey (annual quality reports); Agricultural Prices statistics;  Research and 
Development on Sciences and technology; Tourism statistics; Waste 
statistics.  

ESS Metadata Handler/NRME 
training / support 

3 Web-trainings (Webinars), 3 ESS-Metadata Handler Newsletters released 
in 2011/2012, functional mailbox ESTAT-METADATA@ec.europa.eu;  

Harmonisation of structural 
metadata  

154 harmonised ESS code lists released on the Eurostat website (in Ramon) 
and successively implemented in statistical processes starting with Eurostat 
dissemination    

Euro Process Metadata Structure  This Eurostat metadata structure was designed and fully implemented for 
all Eurostat statistical processes.   

 
3.2 SDMX implementation   
 

Main work areas Deliverables 
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SDMX governance Main work areas of the SDMX Sponsors and the SDMX Secretariat: 
SDMX implementation in NA and BOP statistics, SDMX Global 
Conference 2013, SDMX and data validation, guidelines for the 
management of SDMX artefacts, SDMX Global Registry, improvement of 
the SDMX Content-oriented Guidelines. The work programs of the SDMX 
Technical Working Group and SDMX Statistical Working Group are more 
detailed and fully consistent with the main priorities.   

SDMX implementation in statistical 
domains 

- National Accounts (NA): first pilot phase (content review) started in 
December 2012 with more than 25 countries participating;  
- Balance of Payment Statistics (BoP): entered into a second pilot phase. 
Technical data exchange will be tested using the so-called "sandbox 
installation";  
- International Merchandise Trade Statistics (IMTS): 
OECD/ESTAT/UNSD steering group organised to define a uniform data 
structure and concept definitions for the exchange of IMTS data and to 
develop a Metadata Structure Definition in 2013;  
- Fishery: data exchange is fully SDMX based; DSDs available in the Euro 
SDMX Registry;  
- Job Vacancy Statistics / Labour Cost Index: process already advanced 
(production phase); for data exchange, the necessary DSDs will be created; 
- Other projects in preparation: R&D statistics, Waste statistics, Maritime 
statistics, etc.  

Euro SDMX Registry  The Euro SDMX Registry will be adapted to SDMX 2.1, to implement 
essential additional functionalities and to revise the Graphical User 
Interface; next version available by mid-2013.  

SDMX training/support Regular training events organised for "SDMX Basics: Introduction to basic 
concepts and tools" and SDMX for IT developers: "How to use software 
based on Eurostat open source components".  
More information on SDMX implementation projects, guidelines for 
implementation, tutorials and training events can be found on the Eurostat 
SDMX InfoSpace at https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/sdmx; 
SDMX support: Estat-SDMX@ec.europa.eu 

 
 
3.3 Statistical classifications   
 

Main work areas Deliverables 
Update of NACE Rev. 2 
implementation manuals 

Dedicated webpage created to make available the national NACE Rev. 2 
implementations; the work on the revision of the manual on outsourcing to 
be finalized by a Task Force by the end of 03/2013.  

Tables on installation, maintenance, 
repair and rental described by CPA 
2008 

Draft tables produced; Member States invited to comment by mid-January 
2013; final tables will be released mid-March 2013.  

Update of CPC Version 2 and 
consequences for the CPA 2008 

Draft structure for the updated CPC version 2 now finalized; revised 
explanatory notes available by the end of January; a task force with the 
mandate of updating the ESS CPA was set up. The update of CPA will take 
into account the work carried out by the Technical expert sub-group 
working on the update of CPC; also the ESS needs will be taken into 
consideration. 

Revision of the UN COICOP and 
ESS implementation of the 
COICOP classification at 5-digit 
level 

Based on Member States' answers to an UN questionnaire, Eurostat will 
draft an ESS common position on the revision of this classification; the EU 
COICOP (5 digits) has now been discussed in the competent ESS Working 
Groups; this classification should be used in all statistical domains 
concerned for improving the data quality of these European statistics.  

Implementation of ISCED 2011 and 
the revision of classification on 
fields of education and training 

3 ESS Regulations adopted by the ESSC in 2012 to implement the ISCED 
2011 in the ESS legislation; methodological guidelines for the ISCED 2011 
implementation under preparation; the Fields of education classification is 
currently revised; the revised version to be adopted by the UNESCO by the 
end of 2013.   

ESS net on the ESEG This ESSnet works on the European Socio-economic Group classification; 
the work progresses well; 3 prototypes for this classification defined and 
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will be tested during 2013; the quality of the ESS variables which are using 
this classification was analysed; recommendations for improvement of data 
quality to be formulated. 
 

 
 
3.4 ESS validation services   
 

Main work areas Deliverables 
EDIT validation application  EDIT is the Eurostat data validation application that can be used for 

validation services in the ESS statistical business processes;  a new web 
based version of this IT application was made available recently; this 
version is more easy to use and more easily accessible for ESS Member 
states.  

EDIT implementation EDIT is used in the following statistical domains:  AES (Adult Education 
Survey); CVTS (Continuing Vocational Training Survey); BOP (Balance 
Of Payments); HBS (Household Budget Survey); SBS (Structural Business 
Statistics); TRIS (Transport Information System); additional statistical 
domains showed interest to also use it.  

Users support  Functional mailbox established (Estat-validation@ec.europa.eu);  
presentation to ESS working groups, web training activities will be started 
as soon as possible; EDIT and supporting documentation will be integrated 
into the SDMX InfoSpace latest by March 2013 
(https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/sdmx)  

ESS governance The merged ESS User Working Group EVUG (Edamis and Validation User 
Group) will cover Edamis and ESS validation services from 2013 onwards.  

 
3.5 Edamis services   
 

Main work area Deliverables 
New Edamis functionality   Analysis on "How to exchange confidential outgoing datasets" from 

Eurostat to senders and other organisations; such functionality is needed 
while allowing an appropriate encryption management. The implementation 
of this functionality is currently analysed.  

Next Edamis versions  Version 3.3 to be deployed until 06/2013; version 3.4 planned for 2014 (the 
latter version improves the user interface and the performance).  

Edamis webforms Eurostat is currently defining a new strategy for the Edamis webforms.   
Interaction between EDAMIS (data 
transmission) and EDIT (data 
validation)  

Communication channels between EDAMIS and EDIT developed and 
implemented; this functionality allows the automation of the reception of 
data, the validation of the data and the feedback to senders with appropriate 
error reporting if needed; additional Edamis flags might get necessary.  

SDMX pull mode integrated in 
EDAMIS 

The integration of the SDMX Pull Requestor into Edamis was analysed and 
is now being implemented; currently this functionality is tested. 

Data transmission security  A security audit of the EDAMIS transmission chain took place. In the 
context of more complex architecture for data exchange and increased 
hacking activity, no security gaps should exist in the EDAMIS transmission 
chain. 

Improvement of the Data 
Transmission Courrier  

The improvement actions defined at the Edamis User Group meeting in 
2012 have been successively implemented.  

ESS governance The merged ESS User Working Group EVUG (Edamis and Validation User 
Group) will cover Edamis and ESS validation services from 2013 onwards.  

Edamis user support  The organisation of the EDAMIS user support was reviewed in order to 
improve its efficiency; a functional mailbox (estat-support-
edamis@ec.europa.eu  ) is also available.  
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4. Consequences for the NSIs  

NSIs are involved in all of the above-mentioned ESS working groups and ESS user groups. 
These groups discuss the detailed work areas and actions listed above, shape the respective 
deliverables and apply them within the ESS in many statistical domains of European statistics.      

5. Outstanding problems 

Outstanding problems are mainly linked to the different work areas mentioned above and 
normally discussed in the respective ESS working groups. If decisions get necessary, these are 
submitted to the competent Directors Groups (i.e. DIME or ITDG).   
 
Furthermore the agendas and priority setting at international level could influence the work 
programs and priorities as described under item 3.    
 

6. Risk assessment 

Eventual risks are linked to the different work areas and are dealt with in this context.   

7. Next steps 

Next work steps are in general also linked to the above mentioned work areas and dealt with in 
this context.  
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ESS Security and Secure exchange of data Working Group 
(E4SWG) 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to take note of the recent developments and to discuss current initiatives 
in the domain of security. 

2. Background and brief history 

The data and information systems that support NSIs and Eurostat's mission are highly 
important assets that play an essential role in maintaining their operational effectiveness, legal 
compliance and reputation. 
 
Secured and reliable transmission/access of assets like information/data/software and services 
between Member States and Eurostat, or between Member States themselves, is a prior 
condition to the development of a future common infrastructure supporting the implementation 
of the Vision. 
 
It is therefore important to build mutual trust between ESS partners and agree on common 
rules and standards for the management, exchange and storing of confidential information 
within the ESS. As a fact, regulation (EC) 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council specifies in its article 20.4 that “The NSIs and other national authorities and the 
Commission (Eurostat) shall take all necessary measures to ensure the harmonisation of 
principles and guidelines as regards the physical and logical protection of confidential data”. 

 
For that purpose, the ITDG agreed in November 2012 on the creation of a new working group 
dealing with IT security and Secure exchange of data within the ESS. ITDG gave a mandate of 
one year to this new working group and will decide end of 2013, to extend or stop its 
existence. 
 
In order to prepare the work and mandate of this new WG, a meeting of experts of IT security 
in the NSIs and experts of security in associated research and ESSnet projects was convened in 
Luxembourg on 13-14/12/2012. 

 

3. Outstanding issues 
 
3.1 Progress made in 2012 
The expert meeting in December discussed mainly 3 topics: 
 
3.1.1 Secure Network 
Different secure solutions are currently available like STesta and CCN/CSI as provided by the 
Commission or VPN connections as used in Portugal. Some ESS members have already an 
established CCN connection like EE or Stesta like DE and others. It is important to understand 
and be aware of the national conditions (infrastructure, security rules) allowing ESS partners to 
be potentially connected to one or another secure network. Costs of connection and 
maintenance costs should also be taken into account as well as source of funding. 
 
3.1.2 Security framework 
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Multiple discussions occurred on the national security policy frameworks. In order to start 
interconnecting our networks and exchanging confidential data, it is first important to be aware 
of the policies applied in the other ESS members and if those policies are compatible and 
consistent. Some common grounds are necessary in order to speak the same language between 
ESS partners. A very practical view and good requirements are necessary for speaking this 
common language. 
The group acknowledged the importance and the needs to agree on a common 'language' 
regarding security measures for a common ESS approach for confidential data management. 
 
The issue of audit and controls from the group on national implementation of security rules 
was emphasised. This would allow creating the common trust and confidence between ESS 
partners. 
 
3.1.3 Mandate of E4SWG 
The group agreed on a proposal for the mandate for the E4SWG and on the following 
objectives: 
• Improve the communication in the ESS and within the National Statistical Administrations 

on information security and cross national exchange of information; 
• Discuss and stimulate new developments and functionalities in view of security and 

communication aspects; 
• Ensure that appropriate ESS training and knowledge transfer are in place or newly created. 
• Elaborate common security framework (language) for the ESS 
• Development of the requirements for certification (contents and qualifications needed 

by the certification body) for:  
o Shared software/services or building blocks 
o Data Centres in support to the guidelines for regulation 831/2002 

• Discuss and propose secured communication channels for the future ESS secured 
exchange infrastructure (Edamis, CCN, sTesta, etc.) 

• Elaborate on the possibility to launch pilot projects for the future secure network  
• Discuss future implementing rules 
 
 
3.2 Outstanding issues 
A first analysis of the different security frameworks adopted in the ESS members has first to 
be launched. In order to achieve it, a survey of all ESS members regarding security elements 
will be conducted. 
The survey form is under finalisation and the survey should be launched beginning of February 
with answers provided by end of March. 
As exchanged of information and data will be highly confidential the WG have expressed the 
needs to use a more secured channel for exchange of information and repository in the future. 

4. Next steps 
 
The answers of the survey will be analysed from March until June and the results circulated to 
the group end of June for validation before submission to ITDG and DIME. Based on the 
analysis, recommendations for the creation on the common security language will be 
established and agreed by the group during September.  
 
A strategic document on the implementation of the common ESS security framework should 
be submitted for acceptation by ESSC before end 2013. 
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Field visits in a set of ESS members will be organised in 2013 in order to better understand 
and document the national conditions (infrastructure, security rules, etc.) for the future secure 
ESS network. 
 


