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DIME	initiatives 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to give feedback on the orientation, progress and results of the DIME’s 
initiatives.  

2. Background and brief history 

This agenda item consists of DIME ESSnet projects for which detailed information can be 
found on the CROS portal: 

• Data integration http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/data-integration-1 (finished) 

• Small area estimation http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/sae (finished) 

• Methodology for modern business statistics http://www.cros-
portal.eu/content/memobust (on-going) 

• Statistical disclosure control http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/sdc-harmonisation 
(finished) 

• Pilot decentralised access http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/da-finished (finished) 

• Data collection for social surveys using multiple modes http://www.cros-
portal.eu/content/data-collection-social-surveys-using-multiple-modes-dcss (new) 

The ESSnet on Standardisation was covered under agenda item 7. 

This agenda item also covers the DIME initiative on non-response. 
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DIME	ESSnet	projects:	common	tools	and	harmonized	
methodology	for	Statistical	Disclosure	Control	(SDC) 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to give feedback. 

2. Background and brief history 

The main purpose of this ESSnet was to investigate the possibility of harmonization of the methods 
and tools for statistical disclosure control (SDC) in the ESS. The project came out with case studies 
investigating the directions to be followed and architecture for making the ARGUS software for 
SDC more open, allowing to enlarge the team of developers. 

Project start date: 24/12/2010 to 23/04/2014 (16 months; initially - 12 month, grant agreement 
amended) 

Tasks 1. Framework for the harmonization of microdata protection 

Task 2. Case studies on tabular data 

Task 3. Future directions of the software tools 

For more information about tasks and deliverables, follow the link to the CROS portal: 
http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/sdc-harmonisation  
 

3. Next steps 
 

Follow up (see also item 6, information about Expert Group on SDC):  

• exchange of practices and identification of best practices amongst Member States for census 
hypercubes protection 

• migration of Argus tools for micro and tabular data protection towards an open source (grant 
agreement with CBS) 

• application of the harmonized methodology for microdata protection on the Household 
Budget Survey data 
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DIME	ESSnet	projects:	Methodology	for	modern	business	
statistics	(Memobust) 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to give feedback. 

2. Background and brief history 

This project is part of the MEETS programme (Modernisation of European Enterprise and Trade 
Statistics). The main purpose of this ESSnet is theidentification of best practices and development 
of a common methodology and ESS guidelines supporting the production of business statistics with 
the aim of reducing the response burden and fostering efficiency and integration of processes. The 
project will address the complex issue of coordination of statistical surveys and the optimal method 
of data collection combining different sources. At stake are the development of model-based 
estimation methods for official statistics, the integration of different sources and the coordination of 
samples. The action will draw conclusions from the previous work and summarise the results in a 
comprehensive handbook covering all business process steps. 
 
These objectives imply a broad scope. In order to collect this and other methodological guidance on 
business statistics in a comprehensive way, it was decided to collect the results in a methdological 
handbook. The first action of this project already produced the structure of the (electronic) 
handbook, the review procedure and some of the chapters. One operational objective of this action 
is to complete the handbook, with more detail in the areas identified above for further development 
(design, data collection and estimation). The new handbook shall have:  
 

• The scope of the whole domain of enterprise and trade statistics; 

• The scope of ESS (this is including Eurostat); 

• An integration perspective in order to raise the quality and the efficiency of European 
business statistics; this concerns both integration over statistical domains (horizontal) and 
over the whole ESS production process (vertical); 

• A standardisation perspective by proposing standard methods; these recommandations 
should be explicit and easy to find. 

The action can draw on all relevant sources, for instance results of other projects inside and outside 
the MEETS programme. The vocabulary should be in line with the SDMX Metadata Common 
Vocabulary and the Generic Statistical Business Process Model as much as reasonably possible. 

In some areas new developments have to be taken into account and new standards have to be 
developed. The following areas have been identified as in need of further standardisation: design, 
data collection and estimation. Design concerns both the global design (coordination of business 
statistics) and the design of specific steps. Data collection concerns the inclusion and integration of 
new data collection methods (e.g. web data collection, XBRL) and their integration in the total data 
collection design. Estimation concerns issues like estimation in case of mixed data collection, 
integration and modelling. 

The project should propose a procedure to maintain the handbook and supply tools to support the 
maintenance (e.g. templates). The handbook is conceived as opening to more detailed information 
available and maintained elsewhere. 
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The project started with a first action in December 2010 to June 2012. The second action started in 
September 2012 and will last till March 2014. The aim of the second action is to reach a reasonable 
level of completeness, to disseminate the results and to demonstrate the usefulness for training. 

 
In December 2013 the distinction between the methodological handbook for business statistics and 
the manual on business statistics related to the FRIBS programme was clarified with the directors of 
business statistics (BSDG, see annex). 
 

3. Next steps 
 

In October 2013 Eurostat will organise a workshop to review the main results of the project. Eight 
persons will be invited: four participants from the BSDG environment and four from the 
environment DIME. Countries are invited to express their interest. The conclusions of the review 
will be made available to the DIME (and the BSDG). 
In November 2013 a training will be organised on the basis of the manual. The DIME will be 
informed about the details.  	
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DIME	ESSnet	projects:	Data	Collection	for	Social	Surveys	Using	
Multiple	Modes 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited to give feedback. 

2. Background and brief history 

The basic principle behind the project is formulated in the ESS Joint Strategy (ESSC 10 May 
2010): 

Principle 7: Modernisation of processes in statistical domains is based on the strategic principles set 
out in the paper (e.g. integration, standardisation) and applying "generic" ICT tools and methods, 
which are developed aiming at a broad variety of potential applications.  

The proposed action is targeted to safeguard high quality in data collection within the LFS 
while implementing a computer assisted web interview (CAWI) instrument within the mixed-
mode-system of the LFS. The all-embracing goal of the project is the efficient development of 
new data collection tools for social surveys in the ESS. On the one hand the action will 
respond to the need of more efficient strategies for data collection and processing modes and 
consequently engages in the development of web data collection. On the other hand; it aims at 
compiling knowledge and experiences regarding the implementation and combination of 
different data collection modes. The action refers to the LFS as an exemplary case, but its 
result will be highly relevant for all household surveys in the ESS. 

The ESS is facing a situation where data collection is usually conducted by different (in some 
extent combined) modes. These modes and their combinations differ a lot between Member 
States. Against this background the ESS is at an adequate starting point to harmonise and 
standardise such a new instrument by the upcoming project.The collaboration of several NSIs 
in the ESSnet has essential advantages. Whereas multi-mode data collection is applied in most 
countries in the ESS, web questionnaires need to be developed completely from scratch in 
most NSIs. The proposed action aims at supporting the implementation of web-based data 
collection in the ESS on a harmonized basis, exchanging experiences and knowledge, sharing 
tools and identifying good practices and thereby fostering improvements in all member states. 

 

3. Next steps 
 
The kick-off meeting took place on October 11-12, 2012, the action being expected to last 24 
months. The tasks of the project are divided into four work packages:   
 
WP 1: Management 
WP 2: Web data collection. There are two main tasks: reviewing existing electronic web 
questionnaires in social surveys in the ESS and performing qualitative testing of the CAWI 
instruments by the five partners. 
WP 3: Multimode data collection design. A summary on the present state-of-the-art of 
mixed mode survey design in the Labour Force Survey will be prepared. Based on the results, 
the ESSnet will analyse the preconditions, advantages and pitfalls of the use of multiple mode 
data collection in the LFS. 
WP 4: Dissemination  
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The proposed time schedule is the following: 
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Other	DIME	initiatives:	Non-Response 

1. Recommendation for action by the DIME 

The DIME is invited    

- to give feedback.  

- to be aware of the possibility to be contacted by the company in charge of the study to 
provide information. 

2. Background and brief history 

Assuming the leading role of the DIME on improving the quality of EU statistics, Non-
Response was specified in the 2012 meeting as one of the remaining open issues to be studied. 
Before any action was undertaken, and being the case that it is a problem with widespread 
incidence – having many possible approaches and solutions – it was necessary to identify the 
particular areas that should be addressed. As following step, the service contract "Analysis of 
Non-Response on the ESS System" was launched.  
 
The objective of the contract is to produce an overview on the current situation of the non-
response problem in the European Statistical System. The focus is located on all data 
collection methods, including new statistical instruments such as administrative sources and 
web data collection. The study should provide a general panorama and across chosen statistical 
domains (SBS, LFS, SILC & HBS), all ESS countries, times and data collection methods. It 
must compare results, general strategies and methodologies and detect the singular problems, 
the trends, and the impact on statistics quality. A comprehensive analysis must also be 
performed about the general strategy to deal with non-response, the variables being used to 
compile the weights when weighting is used to tackle the problem, the comparability over 
countries, domains, and data collection methods, etc.  

3. Consequences for the NSIs  
 

Although the contractor will seek autonomously for the relevant information, this may include 
contacts with Directors of Methodology in Member States and domain managers in Eurostat. 
 
One of the identified risks for the successful implementation of the project concerns the 
insufficient cooperation of the DIME and other providers of information. A letter has recently 
been sent from Eurostat (document DIMEletterOnNon- Response.pdf, in attachment) to 
encourage the collaboration.  

4. Next steps 
 

The kick-off meeting took place on January, 14th, 2013, the action being expected to last six 
months.  
 
The proposed time schedule is the following: 
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Annex: clarification on handbook and manual (Memobust) 

 

 
European Commission 
Directorate G: Global Business Statistics 
Unit G-1: Business Statistics: Coordination and Registers 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

BSDG /5-6 December 2012/Doc. BSDG December 2012_6.3  

BSDG 

BUSINESS STATISTICS DIRECTORS GROUP SEMINAR  

 
Meeting 5-6 December 2012 

 
Eurostat, Bech Building, 

5 rue Alphonse Weicker, Luxembourg 
5 December 09:30 – 17.30 
6 December 09:30 – 13.00 

Room Ampere 
Chairperson: Maria Helena Figueira 

Item 6.3 of the agenda 

Manuals on business statistics  
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Executive summary: 

Currently two projects are on-going on business statistics methodology: 
- Manual on European Business Statistics as part of FRIBS; 
- Methodological handbook on European business statistics as a deliverable in the MEETS 
programme. 
It is important to understand the difference in scope and purpose of the two. It is also important to 
strengthen the coherence.   
 

BSDG members are invited to take note of the distinction between the two handbook/manual 
projects and to approve the proposals on maintaining coherence. 
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1. Background 

Currently two projects are on-going on business statistics methodology: 

• Manual on European Business Statistics as part of FRIBS; 

• Methodological Handbook on European Business Statistics as a deliverable in the MEETS 
programme. 

1.1. Manual on European Business Statistics 

In order to respond to challenges like increasing demands for reduction of response burden, 
increased flexibility, further integration, streamlining and simplification, Eurostat has launched a 
project aiming at establishing a cross-cutting Framework Regulation Integrating global Business 
Statistics (FRIBS) that will address these challenges. FRIBS consists of three modules:  

• Infrastructure covering definitions, data sources, business registers, confidentiality, etc; 

• Data requirements; 

• The European Business Statistics Manual (EBS manual) providing an overall 
methodological framework which is consistent across domains. 

In the EBS manual all the methodological arrangements directed at the national compilers of data 
for global business related statistics will be defined. It replaces previous framework regulations and 
not legally binding manuals or guidelines for specific domains. The EBS Manual will comprise 
setting up the basic conditions and definitions to ensure consistency across all global business 
statistics domains, providing a harmonized methodological framework for the collection and 
compilation of global business statistics in the EU and, therefore, emphasising European aspects 
and perspectives. 

1.2. Methodological Handbook on European Business Statistics 

One operational objective of the ESSnet project Methodology for Modern Business Statistics 
(Memobust) is to produce a methodological handbook for the production of business statistics. This 
is intended to replace the current Handbook on design and implementation of business surveys 
(Eurostat, 1997). The new handbook shall have: 

• The entire domain of enterprise and trade statistics as its scope; 

• The ESS (including Eurostat) as its target; 

• An integration perspective (in order to raise the quality and the efficiency of European 
business statistics); 

• A standardisation perspective by applying both the SDMX Metadata Common Vocabulary 
and the Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) and a standardisation perspective by 
proposing standard methods. 

This handbook will not be compiled ‘out of the blue’. Instead the current handbook, other projects 
inside and outside the MEETS programme, and other relevant sources will be used to draw upon.  



Eurostat 12 DIME 2013/10EN  

The handbook will not be a book, but rather a website, so that the content can be maintained and 
new methods can be added. The material should be suitable for use in training courses for 
statisticians from ESS.  

1.3. Differences in scope and purpose 

The two most significant differences between the manual and the handbook are: 

• The focus of the manual is on the harmonisation of the output, whereas the handbook 
focusses on methods throughout the statistical production process. 

• The manual is about standard setting in a legal framework, whereas the handbook has its 
main function in sharing knowledge on available methods and training.  

Both documents are expected to develop over time. The manual will change as a result of changing 
requirements and need for clarification; the contents of the handbook is expected to be more stable 
over time, except for adding of new method descriptions. 

In the ESS the definitions for variables like employment or turnover are different in the various 
statistical domains. For the EBS manual it is of high importance to ensure consistency across 
domains through providing harmonized definitions for different elements and variables, developing 
synergies in the definitions of the population frames and in the data collections processes and 
implementing common nomenclatures/classifications. 

2. Proposed action 

In order to distinguish the manual and the handbook, it is insufficient to systematically apply the 
different terms (manual, handbook). Other elements in the document name should also support the 
user in understanding the difference. Both documents should contain an explanation of the 
differences in scope and purpose. 

The two documents will to some extend also cover similar issues. Communication between the two 
projects is required to reach an optimal degree of coherence. Coherence also should be strengthened 
by using common language standards like the Generic Statistical Business Process Model 
(GSBPM), the SDMX Metadata Common Vocabulary (MCV) and the Generic Statistical 
Information Model (GSIM, currently under development) where reasonably possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 1 

Draft table of content for Manual on European Business Statistics: 

1. Introduction 
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2. Legal basis 

3. Scope 

4. Infrastructures of European business statistics 

5. Data sources 

6. A holistic system to European business statistics 

7. Major challenges 

 

Draft table of content for Methodological Handbook on European Business Statistics: 

The table of contents of the Handbooks is: 

I. Introduction 

II. General Observations 

III. User Needs 

IV. Overall Design 

V. Quality 

VI. Repeated Surveys 

VII. Design of Statistical Concepts 

VIII. Questionnaire Design 

IX. Statistical Registers and Frames 

X. Sample Selection 

XI. Collection of Secondary Data 

XII. Data Collection 

XIII. Response 

XIV. Micro Integration 

XV. Coding 

XVI. Statistical Data Editing 

XVII. Imputation 

XVIII. Derivation of Statistical Units 

XIX. Weighting and Estimation 
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XX. Quality Assessment 

XXI. Macro Integration 

XXII. Seasonal Adjustment 

XXIII. Statistical Disclosure Control 

XXIV. Dissemination 

XXV. Evaluation 

 


