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Objective 
 

This project focused on the analysis on the ESSnet (collaborative ESS networks) programme. The 

programme was launched in 2005 as CENEX programme (Centres and Networks of Excellenge); the 

name was changed to ESSnet in 2007. According the SPC meeting in February 2007, “The ESSnet concept 

stems from the need to find synergies and harmonize and disseminate best practices in the European 

statistical system. The ESSnet actions shall serve the interests of the whole ESS and should be in line 

with the 5 year statistical programme”. During the programme, several ESSnet projects have been 

launched and currently, there are 13 completed projects, 18 running projects and 13 projects under 

planning or forecasted. The projects cover a broad area of topics of interest for the development of the 

ESS.  

 

There has been discussion within the ESS on various aspects of the programme, including contents, 

coverage, organisation and funding of the projects and dissemination and implementation of project 

results. For example, at the 5th meeting of the European Statistical System Committee (20 May 2010), it 

was stated under the theme on “Report on ESSnet Projects 2009-2010 and ESSnet Plan 2011” as follows: 

“During the presentation of the second ESSnet plan for projects to be launched in 2009/2010 at the 

ESSC meeting of 14/5/2009, a number of opinions were expressed such as: the need for better 

information on ESSnet technical, administrative and financial procedures; better dissemination of 

ESSnet results; and finally the risk of fragmentation of topics and work”. The points expressed by the 

ESSC, for example the last point on the possible fragmentation of topics and work, are of special interest 

for the analysis. 

 

Based on the analysis of the background documents and the overall ESSnet programme structure and 

functioning, the objective of the report is to identify the possible weaknesses of the programme and 

propose a number of remedies for future development of the programme. 
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1. Analysis of background documents 
 
This section summarizes the main statements and views expressed in the SPC and ESSC meetings where 

the ESSnet scheme has been discussed. The materials are used in the analysis of the ESSnet scheme. 

As a short history, the CENEX (Centres and Networks of Excellence) concept was introduced in the 

Palermo DGINS in September 2002 with an objective to gain from expertise within the ESS organizations 

in order to develop specific actions which would benefit the whole ESS system. A Task Force on Centres 

of Excellence (CENEX) was installed to make operational proposals for implementing the concept. The 

report of the Task Force was in the agenda of the 55th meeting of the SPC (2005). Topics discussed in this 

context included the procedures for the selection and implementation of CENEX projects and the 

evaluation of the projects. It was proposed that project proposals should be well worked out before any 

decision-making on financial support by Eurostat. The SPC should express its opinion on the project 

proposals as a basis for a financial decision. Concerning the evaluation of CENEX projects, it was 

proposed that Eurostat should be responsible for the formal evaluation and the SPC should express its 

opinion with regard to the substantial evaluation, taking into account the position of the relevant 

Eurostat-working groups. It also should be assured that the CENEX proposals are in line with the Work 

Programmes. (Report from the Task Force on Centres of Excellence, 9 February 2005, see CPS 2005/55/4 

EN.) 

 
The Task Force report also included a proposal for the Criteria for the selection of a topic for CENEX 

project: 

1. This topic is a priority for the development of the ESS. 

2. Relevance to the objectives of the Statistical Programmes. 

3. CENEX seems to be the best operational approach to achieve the planned results (cost 

effectiveness). 

4. Contribution to innovation and knowledge sharing and harmonisation. 

5. Potential to achieve integration and promote excellence beyond its membership (Partnership). 

6. Sustainability of the results in terms of their application. 

 
The SPC favoured the launching of CENEX pilots and the development of proposals to implement the 

concept after the pilots were evaluated. The first pilot CENEX project was on Statistical Disclosure 

Control (SDC). The project of eight participating NSIs and a university was coordinated by CBS (The 

Netherlands) and was evaluated very positive. 
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The SPC discussed on “Report of the pilot CENEX and reflection on the continuation of these actions” in 

its 61st Meeting (2007, see CPS 2007/61/6/EN). Based on a proposal of an internal Eurostat reflection 

group, the concept of CENEX was replaced by the expression ESSnet (Collaborative ESS Networks). The 

ESSnet activity was restricted to the ESS partnership. The restriction was motivated by three elements: 

Flexibility in financial instruments, the development of partnership projects within the ESS, and the 

favourable impact on the relations with the ESS members. 

 

It was stated that “Eurostat shall ensure the adequacy of the selection and award procedures and the 

proper use of the financial instruments, in line with the Financial Regulation and the implementation 

rules. Eurostat will provide an internal facilitation in order to ensure the adequacy and coherence of 

ESSnet projects, to assist in the preparation and to give internal support in the execution phase.” (CPS 

2007/61/6/EN).  

 

The 7 criteria for an ESSnet were agreed (slightly revised from the previous list): 

• Involves several partners and results diffused to non participating NSAs. 

• Focus on issues that answer to a European interest (excludes projects that do not contribute to 

the quality of ESS statistics). 

• Compatible with the 5 year programme. 

• Cost effective (excludes projects that have not a sufficient financial investment and where there 

is a duplication with other initiatives in the ESS). 

• Knowledge sharing, innovation and harmonisation. 

• Sustainable (The project should be sustainable beyond its duration; adequate measures should 

be foreseen at national level). 

• Actions can only be carried out by ESS organisations. 

 

It was stated that the eligible ESSnet actions should be limited to those that present a genuine European 

interest, excluding national or bilateral initiatives and pure statistical production activities. There was 

not much said on the possible output of an ESSnet project. The report writes: “The outputs to be 

expected from an ESSnet can be varied depending on the subject matter but they can involve work on 

methods with subsequent production of guidelines, software tools, transfer of knowledge, common 

questionnaires, …”. 
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There are detailed materials in the SPC meeting report on types of collaboration, ESSnet actors and 

roles, dissemination and reporting of results, management of a partnership, financial instruments, the 

establishment of the ESSnet process, and ESSnet facilitation.  

 

In the SPC meeting report, a number of points were listed as outstanding problems and challenges for 

the ESSnet scheme: 

• Complications possibly rising in the definition and selection of suitable ESSnet actions, resulting 

e.g. from different national interests among the ESS members. 

• Long term coordination of the cost-effectiveness of ESSnet actions. 

• Effective dissemination, exploitation and implementation of results of an ESSnet project within 

the ESS system.  

 

The 65th SPC meeting agreed two types of an ESSnet:  

(1) ESSnet Project oriented, where the final output is clearly described and fits into the yearly statistical 

programme, the scope is defined and the project is limited in its duration: 1 or 2 years, and  

(2) Objective oriented, which is an extension of the "project oriented" option, where the scope is 

broader and the work programme has to be redefined when specific steps are completed. Such a project 

could expand beyond the time frame of one or two years and it is necessary to establish a longer term 

partnership with participating organisations. 

 

It was stated that the Yearly Statistical Programme should include the ESSnet projects planned, and the 

specific projects should be included in the corresponding themes of the programme. Eurostat was 

obliged to develop the yearly ESSnet plan and present it at the SPC. Proposals for that achieve sufficient 

support are to be sent to Eurostat. Eurostat would evaluate the proposals, accept, reject or request 

improvements. 

 

Eurostat presented the first ESSnet plan to the 66th SPC meeting (2008, see CPS 2008/66/4/EN). The plan 

presented eight ESSnet projects for launching in 2008/2009 and eight candidate projects for 2009/2010. 

Now, a list of expected output of each project was introduced with the following eight items: 

• Shared software 

• Knowledge transfer 

• Guidelines  
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• Handbook  

• Knowhow 

• Training  

• New Methods 

• Standards. 

 

The ESSnet plan was discussed at the 1st meeting of the European Statistical System Committee (ESSC) in 

2009, based on a “Report on ESSnet Projects 2008-2009 and ESSnet Plan 2010” presented by Eurostat 

(ESSC 2009/01/5 REV./EN). There were a number of changes in the set of ESSnet projects that was 

presented to the 66th SPC meeting. For example, it was noted that a number of projects were not 

reached the necessary level of maturity in terms of defining the actions to be launched or in the 

composition of the partnership.  

 

In the list of ESSnet actions planned for 2009 there were two methodological cooperative development 

projects (Small Area Estimation and Data integration),  a project related to GIS (EU Grid), and two MEETS 

projects (MEETS on Linking of micro data on ICT usage and MEETS on Profiling of large and complex 

multinational enterprise groups), and Development of heat pumps statistics methodology. 

 

In the list of ESSnet actions proposed for 2010 there were two methodological cooperative development 

projects (Data analysis and Developments and cooperative action in ESS methodology), an ICT focused 

Common reference environment project (CORA), a project on remote access to micro data, and a 

project on Automated Data Collection and Reporting in Accommodation Statistics.   

 

A proposal on long-term ESSnet plans (2011 and beyond) was presented to the 1st ESSC. Four ESSnets 

were proposed for continuation and four new ESSnets were introduced. A list of 11 ESSnet projects of 

2009-2010 was presented with expected output for each project.  

 

In the risk assessment section, the following risks were identified: Risks are that proposals for ESSnet 

projects do not pass through the evaluation procedures. Another risk might be the delays in the 

processing of the proposals and contract, not allowing the budget commitment in time. 
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The next ESSnet plan was discussed at the 5th meeting of the ESSC in 2010 (ESSC 2010/05/8/EN). Now, 

the situation in the ESSnet scheme was changed, with respect to the extension in particular. The 

following quotation reflects the changed situation:  “In view of the important number of projects 

forecasted for 2011, Eurostat decided to make a temporary pause in the development of new ESSnet 

projects in order to stand back and have a more detailed look at the results of ongoing projects”. An 

additional new factor probably affecting the revision of ESSnet plans was the recently launched 

Commission Communication on the reengineering of the business production process of the ESS 

(“Vision” document on the production method of EU statistics: a vision for the next decade, COM(2009) 

404). The “Vision” document refers explicitly to the use of ESSnet projects as part of “collaborative 

networks” and underpins the strengths of such an approach in implementing the vision.  

 

The previous ESSC comments on the ESSnet procedures on information, dissemination and the number 

of projects presented, and the possible fragmentation of topics and work, were referred. Eurostat 

presented a set of corrective actions, including arrangements to improve information on ESSnet 

technical, administrative and financial procedures, to develop an ESSnet communication and 

dissemination platform and to improve ESSnet monitoring and assessment. For the last action, the 

following items were introduced: 

• Systematic set up of a steering group for important projects.  

• Final review following a standard process and template in order to verify that the initial 

objectives presented in the technical annex of the contract have been reached in accordance 

with the final financial statement. 

• Arrangements for endorsement of results. 

 

The status of a list of 31 ESSnet projects was presented, including 3 finished projects, 11 running 

projects, 10 projects under preparation, 3 cancelled projects, and 4 projects postponed to 2010.  

 

A tentative classification of the projects was presented in the ESSC report:  

• ESSnet methodology to cover specific elements of the GSBPM  

- SDC, Small Area Estimation, Data Integration, etc. 

• ESSnet standardisation  

- CORA, SDMX, MEETS, GEOSTAT, ESEC, Standardisation 
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• ESSnet pilot, to test new surveys, new variables, new approaches, elaborate on new user 

requirement  

- Culture, Decentralised access, Accommodation Statistics, Data collection for land use 

and land cover, Life Long Learning Accounts, etc. 

• ESSnet Research – for longer term objectives and implementation of research results  

- SDC, ISAD, EU-SILC 

• ESSnet transfer for broadening/adoption of ESSnet methods by ESS  

- SDC 2, SDMX 2, CORE, Common tools for SDC. 

 

Eurostat proposed a specific procedure for ESSnets of 2011, including the definition of evaluation 

criteria to each ESSnet project and benchmarking of the proposed 2011 projects towards the evaluation 

criteria. For 2011 and onwards, Eurostat will present a standard procedure to ESSC for discussion and 

validation together with the list of evaluation criteria. 

 

In the risk assessment section, the following was stated: “Risks are that too many ESSnet projects are 

launched, overloading the involved Member States and diluting their impact and results.” This risk also 

was stated in the ESSC 9th Meeting (ESSC 2011/09/5/EN). 

 

The ESSC 9th Meeting document (ESSC 2011/09/5/EN) includes a report entitled “REPORT ON ESSnet 

PROJECTS 2010-2011 AND ESSnet PLAN 2012”. The section on ESSnet monitoring and assessment 

presents the evaluation criteria for ESSnet projects in a compact form, as follows: 

1. Quality of the project proposal, in the sense of fit for purpose. 

2. Impact, defined as the potential contribution to generate knowledge relevant to ESS 

production. Impact should be evaluated in relation with the domain of application, 

acknowledged needs in this domain and productivity gains for the ESS.  

3. Operationalisation, defined as the project's actual impact on production of ESS statistics. In 

particular modalities and conditions for the use of the results, standardization potentialities 

and benefits should be considered. 

 

The report informs that the criteria have been developed in cooperation with DIME. It is also written 

that “The evaluation criteria … are also the basis for continuous monitoring and ex-post evaluation. … 

The criteria are operationalised through a set of indicators and are used in the current and future 
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evaluation procedures”. Operationalisation of the criteria to a manageable set of indicators, which are 

comparable over projects and time, must be welcomed as a very important initiative. The Self-

assessment section (Annex 3) of the ESSnet Plan 2012 presents an evaluation of the proposed ESSnet 

projects for 2012 by using a set of operationalised indicators. 
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2. Analysis 
 

2.1 Method 
 
To gain an overview over the ESSnet projects they can be placed in categories.  

The ESSnet projects can be classified by various dimensions. In what follows we elaborate on 3 

dimensions.  

 
Dimension A is a functional orientation where the categories are formed according to the processes of 

official statistics or to the product. A service is to be understood as a product, too. We subsume services 

under the heading of product and we understand that in the future the service orientation of official 

statistics will still grow. 

 
A. Functional orientation towards the ESS 

• Process oriented projects: Directed towards the business model of official statistics. 

• Product oriented projects: Directed towards a specific delivery of official statistics (product or 

service). 

 
The second dimension, Dimension B, we are considering is closely linked to the innovation process in 

official statistics. We explicitly consider piloting for specific areas, i.e. prototyping or demonstration 

projects, as separate from general transfer projects, because in ESSnets they have a certain importance. 

Standardization is a logical continuation from transfer activities and also from piloting.  

 
B.  Innovation process of the ESS 

• ESSnet research, in particular on methodology. 

• ESSnet piloting and experimentation for specific areas 

• ESSnet transfer for broadening/adoption of ESSnet methods by ESS in general 

• ESSnet standardization 

 
The criteria above – except research – were presented in the ESSC report of 20 May 2010.  

 

Combining work on the Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) and adding specifically a 

service delivery process we obtain a categorization which captures the processes of official statistics 

better than the above two classifications. We stress the importance of service delivery.  
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C. Business model orientation  

• Data supply 

• Production of statistical information 

• Dissemination 

• Service delivery 

• Infrastructure 

 
The last category is in a certain sense crosscutting the first activities. As already mentioned the 

categories are partly derived and simplified from the GSBPM. The following figure shows the categories 

of the business model dimension: 

 

 

 

2.2 Results 
 
Table T1 shows the 28 projects considered. The column ESSC2010 is similar to a classification presented 

to the ESSC in 2010. The last two columns show a new classification (Dimensions B and C from the 

Methods Section 3.1) where obviously the B-classification (Innovation) is largely based on ESSC2010. 

Obviously in these classifications there is a certain degree of arbitrariness since many projects span over 

several categories. Nevertheless it should be a help for orientation.  

 

 



13 | P a g e  
 

Table T1: List of completed and ongoing ESSnet projects 

No Project 
Acronym Topic Programme Status ESSC2010 

Innovation dimension: Research  

1 ISAD CENEX Integration of Survey and 
Administrative Data CENEX Completed Research 

2 EGR  Eurogroup register (SGA1) MEETS Completed   

3 EGR  Eurogroup register (SGA2) MEETS Completed   

4 Profiling  Profiling of Large and Complex 
Multinational Enterprise groups (SGA1) MEETS Completed   

5 NET-SILC Analysis of EU-SILC ESSnet Completed Research 

Innovation dimension: Pilot  

6 DA Decentralised access to EU microdata sets ESSnet Completed Pilot 

7 Culture Culture statistics ESSnet Ongoing Pilot 

8 PH Coordinated network for public health 
statistics ESSnet Ongoing   

9 Tourism     Ongoing   

Innovation dimension: Transfer  

10 SDC CENEX application of SDC in Europe, 
guidelines, ARGUS development needs CENEX Completed Transfer 

11 SDC ESSnet on consolidation of SDC ESSnet Completed Methodology 

12 CORE successor of CORA ESSnet Ongoing Transfer 

13 SDMX II Foster a community of developers ESSnet Ongoing Transfer 

14 Admin Data  (SGA1) MEETS Completed   

15 AdminData Use of Administrative and Accounts Data 
for Business Statistics  (SGA2) MEETS Ongoing   

16 DI 
Data integration (Record Linkage, 
Statistical Matching, Micro integration 
Processing) 

ESSnet Ongoing Methodology 

17 Data 
Warehouse  

Micro Data Linking and Data Warehousing 
(SGA1) ESSnet Ongoing   
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No Project 
Acronym Topic Programme Status ESSC2010 

18 SAE Small Area Estimation ESSnet Ongoing Methodology 

19 EGR  Eurogroup register (SGA3) MEETS Ongoing   

20 Profiling (SGA2) MEETS Ongoing   

21 MEMOBUST  Methodological handbook for the 
production of business statistics (SGA1) MEETS Ongoing   

22 ICT   MEETS Ongoing   

Innovation dimension: Standardisation  

23 CORA Statistical IT tools, common reference 
architecture ESSnet Completed Standardisation 

24 SDMX Accelerate the implementation of the 
standard SDMX ESSnet Ongoing Standardisation 

25 GeoStat Geostatistics harmonisations and tools ESSnet Ongoing Standardisation 

26 Stand-Prep Preparation of Standardisation ESSnet Ongoing Standardisation 

27 SDC 
harmonisation 

ESSnet on common tools and harmonised 
methodology for SDC in the ESS ESSnet Ongoing Transfer 

28 Consistency II 

Horizontal consistency: comparability 
between statistical domains, vertical 
consistency: comparability between 
Member States and European aggregate 
 

MEETS Ongoing   

 

Table T2 shows the ESSnet projects according to the two dimensions Innovation and Business Model 

(Dimensions B and C).   

 

Several remarks can be made: The first column, called research, contains rather development than 

research projects. Most projects are classified as Transfer projects according to the innovation process 

model. This is actually a main objective of ESSnet projects: to foster the transfer of research into 

innovation. Nevertheless it seems that there is quite a concentration on short to mid-term issues which 

might be as well called joint implementation instead of transfer from research results. Service delivery 

projects are underrepresented. This is partly due to the understanding of official statistics as producing 

publications which only slowly changes into an understanding as a service provider. And it is due to the 

increased difficulties of standardization and joint implementation in service providing.  
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A large part of better service provision depends on human skills and appropriate organization. Of course 

all the tools and infrastructures remain essential. However this is an area where improvements might be 

necessary: A closer connection of the ESSnet initiatives with training initiatives, exchange of experience 

and collaboration initiatives. In other words: the human side of innovation could play a more important 

role in the future ESSnets.  

 

Obviously many projects are in the area of infrastructures and there the ICT tools and registers are 

prominent. Since compatible infrastructure is a precondition for harmonization of the ESS this is good. 

Registers and the access and use of administrative data are certainly very important subjects and a 

concentration of the ESSnet projects on these issues is justified.  

 

The supply side of the landscape has only one project: AdminData, Use of Administrative and Accounts 

Data for Business Statistics. We consider Business Statistics as a general topic of official statistics, not a 

particular area. In any case it seems that direct data collection methods are not covered in any ESSnet 

project.  

 

Production is covered by projects which concentrate on data integration or are establishing best 

practices (MEMOBUST). This does not reflect the profund impact of innovation of the infrastructures on 

the production of official statistics. In addition the data integration projects ISAD and DI also have a 

supply side because supply of different data sources is a necessary condition for integrating them.  

 

Small Area Estimation covers one specific aspect of use of statistical methodology for data integration. 

Statistical methodology is important for the exploitation of registers (missing values, undercoverage, 

overcoverage, mismatch of definitions and corresponding predictions for variables which are not found 

in administrative data, quantification of uncertainty of statistical information gained from registers etc.). 

However, before statistical methodology can be applied the practical problems of accessing 

administrative data and linking of data must be solved. ESSnets concentrate on these issues. Statistical 

Methodology seems to be an area where more effort is needed in the future.  

 

The main effort of ESSnet in the area of dissemination is on statistical disclosure control. The only 

project in the service category is also dealing with confidentiality issues (DA: Decentralised access to EU 

microdata sets). This effort is justified because of the high importance of SDC. However, other fields are 
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largely neglected. For example there is no standardisation effort for graphical displays of statistical 

information. Reporting on the quality of survey results and on the quality of register results are not 

harmonised at all. Language issues may be a much larger hindrance to accessing data from NSI than 

technical problems and are not treated at all.  

 

There are 4 projects which classify as pilots in particular domains. From the point of view of ESSnet the 

question is whether these pilots will have an impact on other areas. Such impacts may be difficult to 

realize due to the specificity of the areas and problems treated. The justification of these pilot projects 

therefore stems rather from the need for collaboration support than from the hope that they will impact 

other areas. To avoid stovepipe solutions in particular areas it seems necessary to rethink these area 

specific projects, not to stop the collaboration effort but to ensure they tie in well with, e.g., the 

infrastructure projects or methodology.  

 
Table T2: A landscape of ESSnet projects 
 Research Pilot Transfer Standardisation 
Infrastructure EGR-1 

EGR-2 
Profiling 

 CORE 
Data Warehouse 
EGR-3 
ICT 
Profiling 
SDMX I 
SDMX II 

Consistency II 
CORA 
GeoStat 
SDMX 
Stand-Prep 

Supply   Admin Data-1 
Admin Data-2 

 

Production ISAD  DI 
SAE 
MEMOBUST 

 

Dissemination   SDC-1 
SDC-2 

SDC harmonisation 

Services  DA   

Area   NET-SILC 
Culture 
PH 
Tourism 
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3. Conclusions  

3.1 General 
 
Starting with a pilot project in 2007, the ESSnet programme has been successfully running almost for 

five years. The current list of projects in the ESSnet portal includes a total of 44 project titles with a total 

of 31 active or planned/forecasted projects, which is a considerable figure. The analysis in the previous 

chapter shows that the titles cover many important areas related to infrastructure, technology and 

methodology for the development of the future ESS. The analysis also indicates a tendency of 

fragmentation of topics. One reason might be the lack of a clearly defined long-term development plan 

for the programme. Such a plan would allow an option of top-down approach, completing the prevailing 

bottom-up approach.  

 
There are a total of 41 organizations involved in the set of completed or running projects. Of these, 

there are 24 NSIs, 5 universities and 12 other institutions. The participation and coordination load is 

quite concentrated to certain NSIs. The set-up below shows the agencies who are participating (or have 

participated) in more than 10 projects: 

 
 Number of projects involved in 

NSI Coordinator Participant Total 

ISTAT 10 11 21 

CBS 4 14 18 

ONS 0 11 11 

 
With such a strong concentration, for example the need for efficient dissemination of results becomes 

an issue.  

 
The ESSC has expressed opinions on the ESSnet procedures on information, dissemination and the 

number of projects presented, and the possible fragmentation of topics and work. Eurostat has 

presented a set of corrective actions, including arrangements to improve information on ESSnet 

technical, administrative and financial procedures, to develop an ESSnet communication and 

dissemination platform and to improve ESSnet monitoring and assessment. These measures are well 

motivated. For the last action, the following items were introduced (see Chapter 2): 
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• Systematic set up of a steering group for important projects.  

• Final review following a standard process and template in order to verify that the initial 

objectives presented in the technical annex of the contract have been reached in accordance 

with the final financial statement. 

• Arrangements for endorsement of results. 

 
It would be useful to strengthen some of the measures. We propose alternative options for 

consideration in broadening the scope of steering, advisory and supervision activities: 

 

• Set up of a steering group or a similar body for every accepted project.  

• Establishment of a steering group or committee of advisory nature for a broader group of 

projects.  

Grouping can be based for example on Innovation process typology (p. 10) into: 

(1) ESSnet research, in particular on methodology  

(2) ESSnet piloting/experimentation  

(3) ESSnet transfer  

(4) ESSnet standardization. 

 Alternatively, when pooling into two broader groups according to Innovation typology: 

A. ESSnet research and piloting/experimentation, and 

B. ESSnet transfer and standardization. 

 

The first option might be difficult in practice if the number of projects is large and the projects vary 

much by size. But if the tendency is towards a smaller number of large projects then the option might be 

realistic. The second option aims to utilize effectively the operational/innovation process based 

structuring of the projects, giving better possibilities for coordination over projects belonging to a 

specified broader group. At the same time, administrative burden is lightened. In any case, a 

steering/advisory committee should have strong mandate and power for effective coordination and 

follow-up. Work of steering groups could be coordinated by ESSC assisted by DIME and ESTAT.  

 

Some of the important aspects for future development of the ESSnet scheme are discussed in more 

detail below. 
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3.2 Programme 
The programme responds well to the objective of the ESSnets in terms of the innovation process. Most 

of the projects concentrate on transfer of knowhow, on standardisation and on pilot projects. The effect 

of the pilot projects in specific areas may have to be strengthened to avoid stovepipe solutions.  

 

In terms of the business model most of the efforts are in the area of infrastructure and more specifically 

in development and use of registers, standardization of IT tools and in data integration. This is certainly 

an important basis for the innovation of the ESS. However, it seems that more effort should be placed 

on the production and service processes in the future. In addition the supply side should not be 

neglected. Of course use of registers as supply of data is also very important. However direct surveys 

may even be more necessary in the future though in different forms, like small quality assurance surveys 

or surveys on specific topics not covered in administrative registers or outdated in registers.  

 

 Overall the strong partners in ESSnets are ISTAT Italy and CBS Netherlands with 21 and 18 project 

participations (as coordinators or partners). ONS UK, Statistics Norway, Statistics Austria, Statistics 

Sweden, INSEE France and Statistics Estonia have also a good number of participations. In principle, the 

idea of concentration on leading houses is intended by the ESSnet. However, it might be fruitful to 

create a fourth category of partners (apart from coordinator, partner and sub-contractor), namely user, 

which would give the users of the ESSnet projects a stronger influence on the usability of the ESSnet 

projects.  

 

3.3 Relation to research 
The future research strategy of the European Union will connect research and innovation much more 

closely. ESSnets should take this into account. On the one hand new funding opportunities may open up. 

On the other hand it may be more difficult to gain an overview, to allocate resources efficiently and to 

avoid double efforts in the areas ESSnets may cover.  

 

A disadvantage of the present form of ESSnet projects is that academic partners can only be involved as 

subcontractors. This may hinder knowledge transfer because academic partners and research institutes 

are actively involved in research in official statistics. And it hinders a continuous connection with 

academic institutions that are interested in official statistics. On the other hand it ensures that the NSI 

who are participating really see an interest in involving academic partners. The driver behind ESSnet 
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projects should be the partners from the ESS who want to implement and apply the outcomes of the 

projects. On the other hand an involvement of the academic partners which are interested in innovation 

of official statistics would be positive.  

 

3.4 Relation to training 
The human side of transfer of knowledge, of innovation and of standardisation is underdeveloped. In 

the future more training and more collaboration efforts may be necessary. In particular to take full 

advantage of the ESSnet projects training and collaboration should be tied into the projects. In order to 

evaluate the success of ESSnets also the training and collaboration efforts should be measured.   

 

3.5 Decision Process 
ESSnet projects are initiated in a bottom-up fashion. This has the important advantage of ensuring 

involvement and ownership of the partners right from the beginning. There is a certain risk of 

fragmentation and of leaving important gaps as the ESSC rightly observed. The consequence might well 

be not to abandon the bottom-up development but to strengthen evaluation and to add a 

programmatic element. The programmatic element could be that for certain topics a coordinator is 

designated who then tries to build up a proposal for an ESSnet. Of course a research programme could 

be built up and a top-down strategy could be implemented with calls for proposals like in the 

Framework Programmes for RTD. The “Vision” document on the production method of EU statistics 

(COM (2009) 404 final), supplemented with the related ESSC document (ESSC 2010/05/6/EN), might 

offer a possible framework for a long-term ESSnet plan. We think that a complete change to a top-down 

approach would break the applied work and the innovation orientation of the ESSnets. We therefore 

suggest a mixture of the present general bottom-up programme development complemented by a top-

down strategy with some seed-money from Eurostat where gaps in the ESSnet programme are 

perceived and with an evaluation to help prioritise proposals and to avoid double efforts. In order to 

avoid a closed view on the vision of official statistics the coordination effort should also seek the advice 

from users and researchers outside the institutions of official statistics.  
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3.6 Financing 
Execution of the project is the responsibility of the partners and in particular of the coordinator. 

However, the future users must play an important role. The financial contribution of the partners seems 

to be relatively low in most projects. On average 82% of the budget is from the EU. To prove the interest 

of future users and indeed also of the partners a model might be considered in which the partners take 

more stakes financially. 

 

3.7 Evaluation 
Evaluation of the ESSnet projects must take into account their applied nature. Evaluation is very 

important, in particular due to the bottom-up approach. It is also very difficult because the main 

indicator for success is the implementation which is difficult to assess, in particular the contribution of 

the ESSnet project.  

Evaluation should be done both internally and externally. The peers that might best be suited to 

evaluate an ESSnet project are NSIs not involved in the project. In order to evaluate the scientific value 

and the transfer from research also the research community must be involved in the evaluation. To 

enable a serious evaluation of a project a budget of about   2% at least should be set aside. This amounts 

to 10’000€ per project for a project with a budget of 500’000.  

 

3.8. Dissemination  
The role and visibility of ESSnet communication portal in dissemination should be strengthened. Some 

recent steps forward are summarized in the ESSC 9th Meeting document (ESSC 2011/09/5/EN). We 

propose an amendment to the dissemination services provided by the portal. ESTAT is encouraged to 

establish an electronic magazine, running at the ESSnet portal, for publication of important results 

gained in the context of the ESSnet programme and providing a platform for discussion on research and 

innovation ideas. With this set-up the quality of ESSnet projects and their dissemination can be 

improved.  

 

A tentative name “RIOS - Research and Innovation in Official Statistics” is offered for consideration. An 

Editor should be nominated to the journal. Editorial board should be established with presentation from 

the ESS organizations, Official statistics in more general sense, and the academic world. The journal 

should have a firm funding basis. 
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3.9. Technical items for the ESSnet workshop 
We propose the following tentative list for technical items for the ESSnet workshop of October 2011. 
The items are based on the report at hand. 

• Strategic view for future ESSnet programme 
Two points for discussion:  

a) Definition of framework for a long-term (strategic) ESSnet plan supporting movement 

towards better integrated European Statistical System. The “Vision” document on the 

production method of EU statistics (COM (2009) 404 final), supplemented with the related 

ESSC document (ESSC 2010/05/6/EN), offers a framework for such long-term ESSnet plan. 

b) Direct involvement of academic and research communities into the ESSnet framework. We 

believe that better access to resources available in academic and research communities 

would be beneficial for the ESSnet programme. We consider this as a strategic issue. 

• Structure of ESSnet programme 

The Innovation process typology presented in this report provides a good starting point. Better 

structuring is in connection to the fragmentation issue (Section 3.1), decision process (Section 

3.5) and our reasoning on methodology (Section 2.1).  

• RIOS – Research and Innovation in Official Statistics 

We propose that this item will be discussed in the workshop. 
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 (c)   Coordinator in Blue institutions which are not NSIs
 (p) Co-partner
 (s) Subcontractor

CENEX on SDC CENEX ISAD ESSnet on SDC
MEETS EGR 
(SGA1)

NET-SILC DA
MEETS EGR 
(SGA2)

CORA

MEETS 
Admin 
Data 
(SGA1)

MEETS 
Profiling 
(SGA1)

Culture SDMX PH DI SAE GeoStat
MEETS 
Admin Data 
(SGA2)

MEETS EGR 
(SGA3)

MEETS 
Profiling 
(SGA2)

INSTITUTION Project 1 Project 2 Project 3 Project 4 Project 5 Project 6 Project 7 Project 8 Project 9 Project 10 Project 11 Project 12 Project 13 Project 14 Project 15 Project 16 Project 17 Project 18 Project 19
Statistics Netherlands (CBS) NL  (c)    (p)  (c)    (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)
Istituto Nationale di Statistica (ISTAT) IT  (p)  (c)    (p)  (c)    (p)  (p)  (c)    (c)    (p)  (p)  (p)  (c)    (c)    (c)    (p)

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) DE
 (p)  (p)  (c)    (p)  (p)  (p)

Office for National Statistics (ONS) UK  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)
University Rovira I Virgili ES  (p)  (s)
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia 
(SORS)

SI
 (p)  (p)  (p)

Statistics Sweden (SCB) SE  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)
Statistical Office of Estonia (ESA) EE  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)
Statistics Austria AT  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (c)    (p)
Czech Statistical Office CZ  (p)  (p)  (p)
Instituto Nacional de Estatistica - INE-PT PT  (p)  (c)    (p)
Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes 
Economiques (STATEC)  

LU
(p)

National Statistical Institute (BNSI) BG (p)
Hungarian Central Statistical Office (HCSO) HU (p)  (p)
Statistics Norway (SSB) NO (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)  (c)   
University of Naples IT (s)
IAB Germany DE (s)
CEPS/INSTEAD LU  (c)   
Statistics Finland FI  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)
University of Oxford and Nuffield College UK  (p)
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung 
("WZB-Berlin")

DE
 (p)

Institut Wallon de l'Evaluation, de la Prospective 
et de la Statistique ("IWEPS") 

BE
 (p)

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and 
Research 

AT
 (p)

London School of Economics UK  (p)
Institute for Social and Economic Research of the 
University of Essex ("ISER")  (p)
University of Sienna IT  (p)
Bank of Italy IT  (p)
Institut National de la statistique et les études 
économiques (INSEE) 

FR
 (p)  (c)    (p)  (p)  (c)   

German federal state NRW DE  (p)
Statistics Denmark (DST) DK  (p)
Swiss Federal Statistical Office (SFSO) CH  (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)
Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia LV  (p)
Ministry of Culture LU  (c)   
Ministry of Culture and Communication FR  (p)
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science NL  (p)

Institute of Informatics and Statistics - INFOSTAT SK
 (p)

Instituto Nacional de Estadística - INE-ES ES (p)  (p)  (p)  (p)
Institue of Public Health – IPH BE  (p)
Central Statistical office of Poland (GUS) PL  (p)  (p)  (p)
Hellenic Statisitcal Authority (EL-Stat) GR
Central Statistical Office IE
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INSTITUTION
Statistics Netherlands (CBS) NL
Istituto Nationale di Statistica (ISTAT) IT

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) DE

Office for National Statistics (ONS) UK
University Rovira I Virgili ES
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia 
(SORS)

SI

Statistics Sweden (SCB) SE
Statistical Office of Estonia (ESA) EE
Statistics Austria AT
Czech Statistical Office CZ
Instituto Nacional de Estatistica - INE-PT PT
Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes 
Economiques (STATEC)  

LU

National Statistical Institute (BNSI) BG
Hungarian Central Statistical Office (HCSO) HU
Statistics Norway (SSB) NO
University of Naples IT
IAB Germany DE
CEPS/INSTEAD LU
Statistics Finland FI
University of Oxford and Nuffield College UK
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung 
("WZB-Berlin")

DE

Institut Wallon de l'Evaluation, de la Prospective 
et de la Statistique ("IWEPS") 

BE

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and 
Research 

AT

London School of Economics UK
Institute for Social and Economic Research of the 
University of Essex ("ISER") 
University of Sienna IT
Bank of Italy IT
Institut National de la statistique et les études 
économiques (INSEE) 

FR

German federal state NRW DE
Statistics Denmark (DST) DK
Swiss Federal Statistical Office (SFSO) CH
Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia LV
Ministry of Culture LU
Ministry of Culture and Communication FR
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science NL

Institute of Informatics and Statistics - INFOSTAT SK

Instituto Nacional de Estadística - INE-ES ES
Institue of Public Health – IPH BE
Central Statistical office of Poland (GUS) PL
Hellenic Statisitcal Authority (EL-Stat) GR
Central Statistical Office IE

MEETS ICT CORE SDMX II Stand-Prep Tourism
SDC 
harmonisation

MEMOBUST 
(SGA1)

Consistency II
Data 
Warehouse 
(SGA1)

 (c)   
Coordinator

 (p)
Partner

(s)
Sub-

contractor

Project 20 Project 21 Project 22 Project 23 Project 24 Project 25 Project 26 Project 27 Project 28
 (p)  (p)  (c)    (c)   4 14
 (c)    (c)    (p)  (p)  (p)  (c)   10 11

 (p)  (p)
1 7

 (p) 11
1 1

3

 (p)  (p)  (p)  (p) 8
7

 (p)  (p) 1 7
3

 (p) 1 3

1

 (p) 2
 (p)  (p) 4

 (p)  (p) 1 8
1
1

1
4
1

1

1

1

1

1

1
1

 (p)  (c)    (p)
3 5

1
1

 (p) 5
 (p) 2

1
1
1

 (p)
2

4
1

 (p)  (p) 5
 (p) 1

 (p) 1
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CENEX on SDC  

Contract title: Statistical Disclosure Control  
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date: 30/12/2005  
Duration: 12 months  
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs: 222.159,82 Euro  
EU contribution: 199.943,84 Euro  
Website: http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/cenex-sdc-finished  

Main objectives: 

•  to investigate the current situation in Europe with respect to the application of SDC-methods. We 
plan to conduct a short survey and study the situation in a few selected countries in more depth. 

• to propose guidelines for the application of SDC-methods in practice. These guidelines will be based 
on the outcome of the previous survey, but also be based on the experiences of the participating 
countries. We have included the countries that are most active in the field of SDC in this CENEX. 

• The development of the ARGUS twins has been one of the most visible outcomes of the CASC 
project. They are being used already in several European countries. Via the survey we will also try to 
investigate which practical obstacles there still exist in the EU-countries to apply these methods. The 
ARGUS software is and will never be a black box that will guarantee the production of safe statistical 
data without the expertise of a subject matter SDC-specialist. So one the one hand side we must 
investigate the practical obstacles (different production tools/production software, etc), but also we 
must educate researchers in the NSI’s in the field of SDC. So we will also teach a course on SDC 
during this CENEX. To further raise the awareness of SDC, a concluding conference at the end of this 
CENEX is planned. 

• List of topics that will need our attention in the years after this CENEX. 

Tasks 

Task 1: Elaborate a representative inventory of the particular needs and state of affairs in the member 
countries concerning SDC. 

Task 2: Produce recommendations/Handbook on harmonized standards for micro-data and tabular data 
protection including disclosure risk assessment. 

Task 3: Make SDC Software tools operational to be used by production environments, both on micro data 
and tabular data from specific surveys. 

Task 4:  Develop communication activities and raise awareness on SDC in the ESS. 
Task 5: Establish a priority list of additional facilities and features to add to the software tools for 

statistical disclosure control on micro data and tabular data, considering especially usability 
aspects of different production and working environment. 

 
 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/cenex-sdc-finished
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Partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Contractor name Contractor type 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS)  Coordinator 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Co-partner 
Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland 
(DeStatis)  

Co-partner 

Office for National Statistics (ONS)  Co-partner 
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia 
(SORS) 

Co-partner  

Statistics Sweden  Co-partner 
Statistics Austria  Co-partner 
University Rovira I Virgili, Tarragona, Catalonia Co-partner 
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ISAD  

Contract title: ESSnet Statistical Methodology - Area ISAD  
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date: Sun, 31/12/2006  
Duration: 18 months  
Project status: finished  
Total funding: 300 000,00 Euro  
Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/isad-finished  
   
Main objectives: 

The project "ESSnet Statistical Methodology - Area ISAD" (Integration of Survey and Administrative Data), 
consisting of the NSIs of Austria, the Czech Republic, Italy, the Netherlands and Spain, aims at promoting 
knowledge and application in practice of sound methodologies for the joint use of existing data sources in 
the production of official statistics.  

The NSIs in the ESS face growing duties of data supply and dissemination, while budgetary constraints and 
increasing public concern about data privacy and response burden on the respondent units - either 
individuals, households or enterprises - arise. The integration of different data sources, especially data 
previously produced for administrative purposes, seems to be a cheap and reliable alternative.  

Work packages 

WP0. Project co-ordination and management 
WP1. State-of-the-art 
WP2. Practical guidelines to be implemented when performing integration of survey and administrative 
data 
WP3. Software tools for integration methodologies 
WP4. Develop communication activities and raise awareness on integration methods in the ESS 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contractor name Contractor 
type 

Istituto Nazionale di Statistica 
(ISTAT)  

Coordinator 

Czech Statistical Office Co-partner 
Instituto Nacional de Estadística - 
INE-ES 

Co-partner 

Statistics Netherlands (CBS)  Co-partner 
Statistics Austria Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/isad-finished
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ESSnet on SDC 

Contract title:  ESSnet on Statistical Disclosure Control  
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  01/01/2008  
Duration:  24 months  
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs: 641.750,05 Euro  
EU contribution: 449.225,03 Euro 
Website: http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/essnet-sdc-finished   
 
Main objectives: 

This project was focused on the promotion of the results achieved so far rather than the development of 
new technologies. A key aim of the project was to make SDC tools more easily applicable and to assist 
NSIs by raising the level of knowledge and skills to a higher level. 

This was achieved by extending the CENEX-handbook on SDC, by extending the tools with respect to 
practical usability and by training for the countries who have not achieved a reasonable level in this field. 

Tasks 
Task 1: Dissemination of CENEX results 
Task 2: Making SDC-tools better usable by NSIs 
Task 3: Output checking 
Task 4: Communication; Web and FAQ 
Task 5: Improvement of software for micro data 
Task 6: Improvement of software for tabular data 
Task 7: Synthetic data files 
Task 8: Analysis of problems on linked tables 
 
Participants 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Service Central de la 
Statistique et des Etudes 
Economiques (STATEC) 

Co-partner  

Instituto Nacional de 
Estatistica (INE)  

Co-partner 

National Statistical Institute  Co-partner 
Hungarian Central Statistical 
Office (HCSO)  

Co-partner 

Statistics Norway  Co-partner 
University Rovira I Virgili, 
Tarragona, Catalonia  

subcontractor 

University of Naples  subcontractor 
IAB Germany  subcontractor 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS)  Coordinator 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica 
(ISTAT)  

Co-partner 

Statistisches Bundesamt 
Deutschland (DeStatis)  

Co-partner 

Office for National Statistics 
(ONS)  

Co-partner 

Statistical Office of the 
Republic of Slovenia (SORS) 

Co-partner  

Statistics Sweden  Co-partner 
Statistics Austria  Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/essnet-sdc-finished
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EGR (SGA1)  

Contract title:  Development of the methodology of business registers on multinational enterprise 
 groups  

Contract type: FPA SGA 1  
Project start date:  Tue, 07/10/2008  
Duration: 8 months  
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs: 555.745,16 Euro  
EU contribution: 390.421,61 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/egr/egr-sga1  
   
Main objectives: 

• To develop and implement the methodology for the collaborative network for the EuroGroups   
Register (EGR) and for the national registers on multinational enterprise groups; 

• To support the implementation of the EGR in the Member States; 
• To support the integration of the EGR in statistical production processes. 

Work packages 

WP 1 - Project management 
WP 2 - Development of data model 
WP 3 - Development of business use case model, description of use cases and technical specification 
WP 4 - Register management 
WP 5 - Data quality management 
WP 6 - Dissemination of the results 
 
Participants 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Coordinator 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS)  Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 
Eesti Statistika (EE) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/egr/egr-sga1
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NET-SILC 

Contract title:  Network for the Analysis of EU-SILC 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  01/12/2008 
Duration: 25 months  
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs: 444.186,00 Euro  
EU contribution: 399.000,00 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/net-silc-finished  
   
Main objectives: 

• to develop methodology for the analysis of the EU statistical data reference source for poverty 
and living conditions (EU-SILC), covering both cross-sectional and longitudinal dimensions; 

• to use EU-SILC data for providing in-depth comparative analysis of income and living conditions in 
the EU (with a particular focus on the extent of financial poverty, social exclusion and 
deprivation). 

Work packages 

A.1) Modelling the determinants of disadvantage 
A.2) Income mobility 
A.3) The economic vulnerability of the elderly 
A.4) Income distribution and financial poverty, within Member States and for the EU as a whole 
A.5) Attrition effects 
A.6) Housing 
A.7) Monetary and non-monetary disadvantage in a dynamic perspective 
A.8) Municipal and government services 
A.9) Distributional effects of direct taxes and social transfers 
A.10) Employment 
A.11) Self-consumption 
B.1) Labour market returns to education in the EU 
B.2) Different dimensions of deprivation 
B.3) Social participation 
B.4) Socio-economic determinants of health 
B.7) Sampling and non-sampling errors in EU-SILC 
B.8) The robustness of a few EU-SILC based "Laeken indicators" at regional level  
B.9) Reconciliation of EU-SILC income data with the national accounts 
B.10) Polarisation and horizontal aspects of distribution 
 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/net-silc-finished
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Participants 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
CEPS/INSTEAD (LU) Coordinator 
Czech Statistical Office Co-partner 
Statistics Finland Co-partner 
Statistics Austria Co-partner 
Statistics Norway Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Co-partner 
Eesti Statistika (EE) Co-partner 
University of Oxford and Nuffield College Co-partner 
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung 
("WZB-Berlin") 

Co-partner 

Institut Wallon de l'Evaluation, de la Prospective 
et de la Statistique ("IWEPS") 

Co-partner 

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and 
Research 

Co-partner 

London School of Economics Co-partner 
Institute for Social and Economic Research of the 
University of Essex ("ISER") 

Co-partner 

University of Sienna Co-partner 
Bank of Italy Co-partner 
Institut National de la statistique et les études 
économiques (INSEE) 

Co-partner 
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DA 

Contract title:  Decentralised access to EU microdata sets 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  01/02/2009 
Duration: 12 months  
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs: 242.631,62 Euro  
EU contribution: 169.842,13 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/da-finished  
   
Main objectives: 

• to study the feasibility of setting up a network of Safe Centres that enables access to confidential 
microdata sets for research purposes throughout EU countries. 

• to set up procedures and technical solutions for sharing microdata sets amongst Safe Centres 
o Access to EU microdata sets stored in the Safe Centre (on site) 
o Access to EU microdata sets stored in a Safe Centre through another national Safe Centre 

• to develop the methodology, guidelines and requirements that are compatible with the current 
legal frameworks and practices with respect to the handling of confidential data in the European 
Statistical System (ESS). 

• to support/guide NSIs to set up and to adapt their infrastructure in order to comply with 
minimum requirements for hosting European microdata sets. 

Tasks 

Task 1: Shortlist of the possibilities of the structure and architecture of a European network   
Task 2: Elaboration of pros and cons of the solutions on the shortlist  
Task 3: Guideline for safe centres   
Task 4: Evaluation of assignability of general rules of output checking to the ECHP data   
Task 5: Documentation for researchers to use EU microdata through a safe centre 
Task 6: Feasibility and cost analysis 
Task 7: Information and involvement to non-participating NSI’s 
Task 8: Management of the project, organisational and administrative aspects 
 
Participants 

 
Contractor name Contractor type 
Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) Coordinator 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS) Co-partner 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Co-partner 
Hungarian Central Statistical Office (HCSO) Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 
German federal state NRW Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/da-finished
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EGR (SGA2)  

Contract title:  Development of the methodology of business registers on multinational enterprise 
 groups  

Contract type: FPA SGA 2  
Project start date:  07/06/2009 
Duration:  12 months  
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs:  569.839,53 Euro  
EU contribution: 500.000,00 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/egr/egr-sga2  
   
Main objectives: 

• To develop and implement the methodology for the collaborative network for the EuroGroups   
Register (EGR) and for the national registers on multinational enterprise groups; 

• To support the implementation of the EGR in the Member States; 
• To support the integration of the EGR in statistical production processes. 

Work packages 

WP 1 - Project management 
WP 2 - Development of the EGR business model 
WP 3 - EGR methodology 
WP 4 - Development and maintenance of EGR specifications 
WP 5 - Data quality management 
WP 6 - Data quality analysis 
WP 7 - Dissemination of the results 
 
Participants 
 

 
Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Coordinator 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS)  Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 
Eesti Statistika (EE) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/egr/egr-sga2
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CORA 

Contract title:  Common Reference Architecture 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  08/10/2009 
Duration:  10 months + extension 
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs:  353.931,71 Euro  
EU contribution: 247.570,00 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/cora-finished  
   
Main objectives: 

• To support the development and maintenance of statistical IT tools for use by NSIs and other 
national authorities, within the general framework of common reference architecture for the 
data life cycle at national level, and using appropriate common open standards and guidelines 
such as SDMX. 

Work packages 

WP 1 - Project management 
WP 2 - Requirements Collection and State-of-the-art 
WP 3 - Definition of the Technical Architecture 
WP 4 - Design of the Organizational Architecture 
WP 5 - Project Dissemination 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Coordinator 
Statistics Denmark - DST Co-partner 
Statistics Sweden – SCB Co-partner 
Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia Co-partner 
Statistics Norway – SSB Co-partner 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS)  Co-partner 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office – SFSO Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/cora-finished
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Profiling (SGA1) 

Contract title:  ESSNet - Profiling of large and complex Multinational Enterprise Groups 
Contract type: FPA  
Project start date:  25/10/2009 
Duration:  12 months  
Project status: finished  
Total eligible costs:  - Euro  
EU contribution: - Euro 
 Website:   
   
Main objectives: 

A. To define the feasibility and the scope of ‘profiling’ large and complex MNEs.  
B. The development of a common conceptual framework, methodology, rules and standards for 
'profiling'. 
C. The development of process descriptions, tools, operational guidelines and quality assurance of 
profiling. 
D. The development of models for the organisation and financing of 'profiling'. 
E. Testing and implementing 'profiling' 
F. The development of a model for sharing of 'profiles' (including legal framework). 

Work packages 

WP A - Feasibility study 
WP B - Methodology on statistical units 
WP A & B - Profiling Options and Statistical Units interlinked 
WP M - Management, administration of the ESSnet 
WP Diss - Dissemination 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Institut national de la statistique et des Etudes 
économiques (INSEE) 

Coordinator 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) Co-partner 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Co-partner 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS) Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office – SFSO Co-partner 
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Culture 

Contract title:  Culture Statistics 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  01/09/2009 
Duration:  24 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  555.555,57 Euro  
EU contribution: 500.000,00 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/culture  
   
Main objectives: 

The objective of the project is to setup a network bringing together experts on cultural statistics at EU 
level, in order: 

• to further develop EU common statistical concepts and methods, needed in order to produce 
harmonised statistics, including the revision of the definition of the framework of cultural 
statistics (elaborated in 1999 by the LEG-culture), 

• to contribute to further development of data production for such statistics, based on EU existing 
data sources, 

• to test new pilot data collections when existing data sources cannot be used, 
• to provide national experience for permitting larger and deeper analysis of the data. 

Work packages (Task Force) 

TF 1: Framework for cultural statistics and definitions 
TF 2: Financing and expenditure on culture 
TF 3: Cultural industries 
TF 4: Cultural practices and social aspects 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Ministry of Culture (LU) Coordinator 
Ministry of Culture and Communication (FR) Co-partner 
Czech Statistical Office Co-partner 
Statistics Estonia Co-partner 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (NL) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/culture
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SDMX 

Contract title:  ESSnet on SDMX 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  24/09/2009 
Duration:  18 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  571.592,83 Euro  
EU contribution: 457.274,60 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/sdmx  
   
Main objectives: 

The ESSnet on SDMX is a collaborative network between partners of the ESS and aims to accelerate the 
implementation of the standard SDMX at national and international level. 

The objectives of this project are: 

• Broaden and strengthen a NSI standard SDMX framework; 
• Make standard tools available to a more easy implementation of the standard SDMX in the 

processing and exchange of data and metadata files between national and international 
organizations; 

• Improve the semantic harmonization of concepts and terminology supporting this standard; 
• Disseminate, widely, related tools and documentation. 

Work packages 

WP1- Overall management of the Action 
WP2 - MCV Ontology 
WP3 - SDMX Data Explorer 
WP4 - Generalised SDMX Framework 
WP5 - N/A 
WP6 - SDMX Data Manager Development 
WP7 - PC Axis SDMX ML integration 
WP8 - SDMX in Survey design Data Collection 
 WP9 - Dissemination of tools and results 
 
Participants 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Instituto Nacional de Estatistica - INE-PT Coordinator 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica - ISTAT Co-partner 
Institute of Informatics and Statistics – INFOSTAT (SK) Co-partner 
Instituto Nacional de Estadística - INE-ES Co-partner 
Statistics Sweden - SCB Co-partner 
Statistics Norway - SSB Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/sdmx
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PH 

Contract title:  Partnership Health 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  01/10/2009 
Duration:  18 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  460.904,59 Euro  
EU contribution: 368.723,19 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/partnership-health  
   
Main objectives: 
• The ESSnet PH will assist Eurostat in the preparation of implementing measures for the new 

Regulation on public health statistics. CG CoD has already started its work on an implementing 
regulation. CGs HIS and CARE (for non-expenditure data) will start its preparatory work in 2009, 
followed by CGs MORB and CARE (for expenditure data) in 2010. 

• The ESSnet-PH will create synergy by coordinated actions in view of methodological and data quality 
improvements, recommendations for analyses and common tools. 

• Main users of public health statistics will be consulted during the initiation of new and the revision of 
ongoing sets of public health statistics in order to ensure that they are in line with the user’s needs. 

• Dissemination of the work and results through reports to DSS and WG on Public Health Statistics, 
preparing and steering the TG together with Eurostat. Working documents as well as reports will be 
published on CIRCA. 

• The two main objectives for statistics on provision and utilisation of health care (CG CARE) are to 
assist Eurostat by giving input for the preparation of an implementing regulation on care and to 
monitor the SHA revision process. 

• The work of CG CoD focuses on the improvement in collection, analysis and dissemination of 
comparable causes of death statistics in the European Union. 

• The objective of CG HIS is to provide assistance and a scientific support to Eurostat in the 
development and sustainability of the European Health Interview Survey (EHIS). 

 

Work packages 
WP1 - Management 
WP2 - CG CARE 
WP3 - CG Causes of Death (CoD) 
WP4 - CG Health Interview Surveys (HIS)  
WP5 - Dissemination 
 
Participants 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Statistics Austria Coordinator 
Statistics Netherlands – CBS Co-partner 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica – ISTAT Co-partner 
Institue of Public Health – IPH (BE) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/partnership-health
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DI 

Contract title:  Data Integration 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  18/12/2009 
Duration:  24 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  453.761,95 Euro  
EU contribution: 317.633,36 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/data-integration  
   
Main objectives: 

• The field of integration is in continuous development. Challenging problems need to be tackled from 
the methodological point of view to assess the accuracy of integration methods and to ensure the 
usability of the integrated data set. 

• ESSnet DI focuses on methodologies for data integration (Record Linkage, Statistical Matching, Micro 
integration Processing) and on statistical aspects to be considered to make those methods 
concretely applicable by NSIs). 

 
Work packages 
 
WP1 - State-of-the-art 
WP2 - Development of methods 
WP3 - Development of common software tools 
WP4 - Draft deliverable: month 19 
WP5 - Project Dissemination 
WP6 - Management 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica - ISTAT Coordinator 
Instituto Nacional de Estadística de Espada – INE-ES Co-partner 
Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek - CBS Co-partner 
Central Statistical office of Poland (GUS) Co-partner 
Statistics Norway (SSB) Co-partner 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office (SFSO) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/data-integration
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SAE 

Contract title:  Small Area Estimation 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  22/12/2009 
Duration:  24 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  529.262,54 Euro  
EU contribution: 370.483,77 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/sae  
   
Main objectives: 

• Complete the state of the art produced in the EURAREA project, update the documents available on 
small area estimation, describe the current application in UE NSIs and non-UE NSIs, create a common 
knowledge on application of small area estimation methods; 

• Review and develop suitable criteria to assess the quality of SAE methods for the choice of proper 
model and the evaluation of MSE; 

• Make available software tools for SAE to the ESS; 
• Foster knowledge transfer by the development of case studies and associated recommendations on 

representative problems in small area estimation in the ESS; 
• Provide practical guidelines in ESS social surveys context; 
• Transfer knowledge and know-how to non-participating NSIs and disseminate results 

 
Work packages 
WP1 - Project Coordination and Management 
WP2 - State of the art 
WP3 - Quality assessment 
WP4 - Software tools 
WP5 - Case studies 
WP6 - Guidelines and recommendations 
WP7 - Transfer of knowledge and know-how 
 
Participants 

 
 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica - ISTAT Coordinator 
Institut National de la statistique et les études 
économiques (INSEE) 

Co-partner 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) Co-partner 
Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek - CBS Co-partner 
Statistics Norway (SSB) Co-partner 
Central Statistical office of Poland (GUS) Co-partner 
Instituto Nacional de Estadística - INE-ES Co-partner 
Office for national Statistics - ONS Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/sae
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GeoStat 

Contract title:  GeoStat 
Contract type: MBGA  
Project start date:  18/12/2009 
Duration:  24 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  384.402,00 Euro  
EU contribution: 302.637,00 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/geostat  
   
Main objectives: 

• Develop a set of methods, tools and guidelines to create harmonised data sets, such as on 
handling confidentiality issues of population statistics and disaggregation processes. 

• Understanding of user needs from both businesses and public sector. 
• Improved population map applying the developed tools and methodologies. 
• Vision for a spatial data infrastructure for Geostatistics 

 
Work packages 
 
WP0 - Management 
WP1 - User needs 
WP2 – Geo-statistics 
WP3 - Infrastructure 
WP4 - Distribution, 
WP5 - Dissemination and Exploitation 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Statistics Norway (SSB) Coordinator 
Statistics Austria Co-partner 
Statistics Estonia Co-partner 
Statistics Finland Co-partner 
Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes 
Economiques – INSEE 

Co-partner 

Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek - CBS Co-partner 
Central Statistical office of Poland (GUS) Co-partner 
Instituto Nacional de Estatistica - INE-PT Co-partner 
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/geostat
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EGR (SGA3) 

Contract title:  Development of the methodology of business registers on multinational enterprise 
 groups 

Contract type: FPA SGA 3  
Project start date:  07/06/2010 
Duration:  24 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  1.107.059,79 Euro  
EU contribution: 996.353,82 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/egr/egr-sga3  
   
Main objectives: 

• To develop and implement the methodology for the collaborative network for the EuroGroups   
Register (EGR) and for the national registers on multinational enterprise groups; 

• To support the implementation of the EGR in the Member States; 
• To support the integration of the EGR in statistical production processes. 

 
Work packages 
 
WP1 - Project management 
WP2- The business model for the EGR network 
WP3 - EGR Methodology 
WP4 - Development and maintenance of EGR specifications 
WP5 - Data quality management 
WP6 - Dissemination of the results 
 
Participants 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Coordinator 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS)  Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 
Eesti Statistika (EE) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/egr/egr-sga3
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Profiling (SGA2) 

Contract title:  ESSNet - Profiling of large and complex Multinational Enterprise Groups 
Contract type: FPA SGA 2 
Project start date:  24/11/2010 
Duration:  13 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  721.034,48 Euro  
EU contribution: 648.931,03 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/profiling/profiling-sga2  
   
Main objectives: 

• In the period 2010-2011, the ESSnet will write a methodological report on the way to implement this 
model of profiling ("option D with further consideration of option E" as proposed by the Feasibility 
Study, if discussion with the businesses indicates that this option is appropriate), including the 
description of an operational method for delineating statistical units, developments on its ability to be 
used in the collection of information and on the practical ways to get the information; the first priority 
for this model will be that it will be acceptable to the SB S statisticians, then indirectly to the National 
Accountants, the acceptance being assessed on the basis of an investigation made in the countries of 
the ESSnet. It will be based on the case studies listed in the testing (Work package 4) that will evaluate 
the impact of the chosen option on the statistical process, on the production of data and on statistical 
results. 

• Testing of profiling on 40 to 60 groups over a two year period will complement the study. This testing 
phase will be an extension of the work started in the first SGA and will benefit by close cooperation 
with SBS statisticians (and if possible with FATS statisticians) in the NSIs members of the ESSnet. The 
ESSnet partners will think, in making their choice of cases, about the future operating objective of the 
Profiling process, which is to profile the top 500 MNEs with operations in the EU. 

• Based on this experience, the ESSnet will propose an operational methodology for profiling, taking 
into account the variables to be collected at the level of the profiled units. BR (including EGR), SBS and 
OFATS variables should be considered as a priority. 

• The ESSnet will go further on the costs-benefits analysis and investigate a model for financing costs of 
profiling. 

• The ESSnet will coordinate its actions with the other ESSnets involved in business statistics and 
especially with the ESSnets on EGR methodology and on Consistency. 

• The ESSnet will begin to develop its dissemination strategy and start to inform the NSIs about profiling. 

Work packages 
WP M - Management & administration 
WP A - Feasibility study 
WP C - Process/work flows, tools, operational guidelines and quality control for profiling, organisational 
and financial models 
WP D - Testing and implementation 
WP Diss - Dissemination 
 
 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/profiling/profiling-sga2
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Participants 
 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Institut national de la statistique et des Etudes 
économiques (INSEE) 

Coordinator 

Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) Co-partner 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT)  Co-partner 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS) Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 
Statistics Finland Co-partner 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office – SFSO Co-partner 
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CORE 

Contract title:  Common Reference Environment 
Contract type: MBGA 
Project start date:  01/01/2011 
Duration:  13 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  299.621,38 Euro  
EU contribution: 209.619,86 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/core  
   
Main objectives: 

The first objective of CORE is to extend CORA model by defining the new information model e-CORA. 

The second objective is related to the analysis of a list of tools and to the study of the effort necessary to 
integrate such tools into the e-CORA model. In particular, starting from the inventory of tools that was 
prepared within CORA, we will select some tools to be used within some statistical processes executed in 
the CORE framework. Then we will perform a specific evaluation of the feasibility and of the cost 
necessary to integrate such tools. 

The third objective of the project is related to (i) the definition of a way of exchanging data between tools 
designed inside GSBPM sub-processes, and the (ii) development of components wrapping such tools in 
order to integrate them. 

Work packages 

WP1: Project management 
WP2: Design of the information model according to GSBPM and alignment with NSI's information        
models 
WP3: Generic interface design for interconnecting GSBPM sub-processes 
WP4: Research workflow solutions for process management 
WP5: Implementation library for generic interface and production chain for .NET 
WP6: Implementation library for generic interface and production chain for Java 
WP7: Project dissemination and cost reporting 
 
Participants 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT) Coordinator 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS) Co-partner 
Statistics Norway (SSB) Co-partner 
Instituto Nacional de Estatistica - INE-PT Co-partner 
Statistics Sweden (SCB) Co-partner 
Institut national de la statistique et des Etudes 
économiques (INSEE) 

Co-partner 

Swiss Federal Statistical Office – SFSO Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/core
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SDMX II 

Contract title:  ESSnet on SDMX - Phase II 
Contract type: MBGA 
Project start date:  15/12/2010 
Duration:  18 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  595.492,18 Euro  
EU contribution: 416.843,57 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/sdmx-ii  
   
Main objectives: 
At the beginning the main aim of the development of the "SDMX NSI Reference Infrastructure'''' was to 
provide the countries with a non-invasive infrastructure that could "wrap" existing statistical 
dissemination/reporting architecture and make them SDMX compliant. Now that the "SDMX NSI 
Reference Infrastructure" is available and enough mature, the next step is to foster a community of 
developers from the National Statistical Institutes and other statistical Organizations with the main aim to 
encourage further developments based on that Infrastructure, so to provide to the SDMX community a 
set of software that can be re-used partially or as a whole, but that they can guarantee homogeneity and 
interoperability. 

The ESSnet on SDMX phase I, which will finish at the end of March 2011, has already adapted some of its 
objective, in order to fit the aims, described above, of the "SDMX NSI Reference Infrastructure" produced 
by Eurostat. Two representative examples are documented in WP4 (Generalized SDMX Framework) and 
in WP7 (PC-Axis with SDMX-ML). 

The ESSnet on SDMX phase II moves a step forward and besides continuing some of the work of a 
previous ESSnet on SDMX phase I (see WP2 and WP3), wants facilitate the rationalization of the current 
offer of the SDMX software in order to foster both a community of SDMX developers and users. In this 
context the SDMX NSI Reference Infrastructure, more than the ESSnet phase I, will have a central position 
in all the tasks. 

Work packages 
WP 1 - Project management 
WP 2 - PC-Axis-SDMX ML integration Phase 2 
WP 3 - Support of SDMX application for micro data handling, within statistical business process at the NSI 
level 
WP 4 - Harmonization of the existing SDMX tools and software 
WP 5 - Capacity building actions and dissemination of the ESSnet results 
 
Participants 

 
 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT) Coordinator 
Statistics Sweden (SCB) Co-partner 
Institute of Informatics and Statistics (INFOSTAT) Co-partner 
National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria (BNSI) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/sdmx-ii
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Stand-Prep 

Contract title:  ESSnet on Preparation of Standardisation 
Contract type: MBGA 
Project start date:  17/12/2010 
Duration:  9 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  258.649,09 Euro  
EU contribution: 232.782,81 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/stand-prep  
   
Main objectives: 

The project aims to provide a review of the issues that have to be tacked when defining the 
standardisation of the statistical production process in the European Union. The results will incorporate 
the objective of building a share view on these issues, based on a sufficient number of NSIs to incorporate 
a representative sample of work cultures in the ESS. 

Work packages 

WP1 - Review of current international methodological handbooks and guidelines 
WP2 - Description of the process of adopting and implementing other international standards 
WP3 - Reflection on future work 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes 
Economiques (INSEE) 

Coordinator 

Hungarian Central Statistical Office (HCSO) Co-partner 
Istituto Nationale di Statistica (ISTAT) Co-partner 
Central Statistical office of Poland (GUS) Co-partner 
Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) Co-partner 
Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek (CBS) Co-partner 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/stand-prep


52 | P a g e  

 

SDC harmonisation 

Contract title:  ESSnet on common tools and harmonised methodology for SDC in the ESS 
Contract type: MBGA 
Project start date:  24/12/2010 
Duration:  12 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  333.886,94 Euro  
EU contribution: 233.720,27 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/essnet-sdc-harmonisation  
   
Main objectives: 

The main purpose of this ESSNet will be to pave the way for future cooperation in Europe. Therefore the 
main outcome of this project will be case studies investigating new directions to be realised by future 
projects and an architecture for making the ARGUS software more open, allowing to enlarge the team of 
developers. 

Tasks 

Task 1 - Framework for the harmonisation of microdata protection 
Task 1-1 - Choice of measure for the output 
Task 1-2 - User needs 
Task 1-3 - Definition of methodologies 
Task 1-4 - Implementation and reporting 

Task 2 - Case studies on tabular data 
Task 2-1 - Case studies cell suppression 
Task 2-2 - Case studies on perturbative methods 
Task 2-3 - Case studies on census tables 

Task 3 - Future directions of the software tools 
Task 4 - Dissemination towards the ESS 
Task 5 - Project management 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek (CBS) Coordinator 
Istituto Nationale di Statistica (ISTAT) Co-partner 
Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland (DeStatis) Co-partner 
Statistics Sweden Co-partner 
Statistics Austria Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/essnet-sdc-harmonisation
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MEMOBUST (SGA1) 

Contract title:  MEETS: Methodology for modern business statistics 
Contract type: FPA SGA1 
Project start date:  28/12/2010 
Duration:  18 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  663.594,18 Euro  
EU contribution: 597.234,76 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/memobust/memobust-sga1 
 

Main objectives: 
The main objectives for this project are the identification of best practices and the development of 
common methodology and ESS guidelines supporting the production of business statistics aiming at 
reducing respondent burden and fostering efficiency and integration of processes. 
 

One operational objective is to produce a methodological handbook for the production of business 
statistics. This is intended to be an update of the current Handbook on design and implementation of 
business surveys (Eurostat, 1997). The new handbook shall have: 
• The entire domain of enterprise and trade statistics as its scope;  
• The ESS (including Eurostat) as its target; 
• An integration perspective (in order to raise the quality and the efficiency of European business 

statistics); 
• A standardisation perspective by applying both the SDMX Metadata Common Vocabulary and the 

Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) and a standardisation perspective by proposing 
standard methods. 

 
Some suitable areas for further development are the following: 
• Design: organisation, sample design and overall coherence, mixed mode, co-ordination of samples in 

order to be able to link data, spreading of the response burden, use of data warehousing techniques; 
• Data collection: new collection techniques (web questionnaires, XBRL), how to use these techniques 

to reduce costs and optimise quality; reuse of administrative sources, use of suitable process 
metadata for monitoring production processes; 

• Estimation: when and how to use models to replace data collection, forecasting, back-casting, small 
domain estimation; how to report systematically on non-sampling errors. 

 

Participants 

 
 

 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek (CBS) Coordinator 
Statistics Sweden Co-partner 
Central Statistical office of Poland (GUS) Co-partner 
Istituto Nationale di Statistica (ISTAT) Co-partner 
Hellenic Statistical Authority (EL-Stat) Co-partner 
Statistics Norway (SSB) Co-partner 
Hungarian Central Statistical Office (HCSO) Co-partner 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office (SFSO) Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/project-information/memobust/memobust-sga1
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Consistency  

Contract title:  ESSnet on consistency of concepts and methods of business-related statistics 
Contract type: MBGA 
Project start date:  01/01/2011 
Duration:  24 months  
Project status: ongoing 
Total eligible costs:  798.156,51 Euro  
EU contribution: 718.340,86 Euro 
 Website:  http://www.essnet-portal.eu/admindata/consistency-project-2010  
 
Main objectives: 
 

• Inventory of implementation of the definitions of statistical units in Member States. 
• Identification and evaluation of inconsistencies 
• Proposals of necessary adjustments. 

 
Actions: 
A0 – Project management 
A1 – Direction Report 
A2 – Inventory of implementation of the definitions of statistical units in MS 
A3 – Identifications of inconsistencies 
A4 – Evaluation of inconsistencies 
A5 – Proposals of adjustment 
A6 - Dissemination 
 
Participants 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Contractor name Contractor type 
Istituto Nationale di Statistica (ISTAT) Coordinator 
Statistics Austria Co-partner 
Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia Co-partner 
Central Statistical Office (IE) Co-partner 
Institut National de la statistique et les études 
économiques (INSEE) 

Co-partner 

http://www.essnet-portal.eu/admindata/consistency-project-2010
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