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1. INTRODUCTION 

The European Master in Official Statistics (EMOS) is a project aimed at developing a 

programme for training and education in Official Statistics within existing Master 

programmes at European universities. Furthermore, EMOS is a European network of 

universities and national statistical authorities working together to share and further 

develop issues of Official Statistics. 

After two years of discussions and two further years of preparatory work, the first EMOS 

call for interest was published in August 2014. 22 universities from 13 European 

countries expressed their interest to participate in the EMOS network. When approved by 

the European Statistical System Committee (ESSC) in its meeting of 20-21 May 2015, 

the first Master programmes with the EMOS label will start in autumn 2015. 

The article describes the main steps towards the implementation of EMOS, in particular 

the EMOS curriculum and the governance model, next steps and long-term prospects. 

2. METHODS 

Based on the recommendations of the EMOS feasibility study in 2013, Eurostat and the 

Group of Experts developed the models for the EMOS curriculum and EMOS 

governance [1]. 

The concept for the implementation of EMOS was presented to the General Directors of 

NSIs in their ESSC meeting on 14 May 2014. Following the favourable opinion, the 

concept was presented at the EMOS workshop in Helsinki to the EMOS community in 

June 2014 [2]. 

The recommendation of the feasibility study was to implement EMOS as a label for 

existing university Master programmes. The consensus by the Group of Experts was that 

the requirements should be flexible enough that all interested universities could 

participate under the condition that the candidate Master programme meets the 

established requirements.  
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3. RESULTS 

3.1. EMOS Curriculum 

Thus an EMOS-labelled Master will be made up of four main parts: 

- EMOS module (approx. 10% of ECTS credits); 

- Semi-elective courses (approx. 30% of ECTS credits); 

- Elective courses (approx. 25% of ECTS credits); 

- Internship and Master thesis (approx. 35% of ECTS credits). 

 

 

Figure 1. EMOS curriculum 

3.2. EMOS governance 

The EMOS governance model includes several bodies involved in the development of 

EMOS, including the labelling process. At the top of the model is the ESSC who is the 

owner of the EMOS label. The ESSC is responsible for awarding university Master 

programmes with the EMOS label, also for quality and development of EMOS. 

The EMOS Board is an essential part of the EMOS governance framework. The Board 

will assist the ESSC with regard to the development of EMOS, in particular the award of 

the EMOS label to Master programmes in compliance with the EMOS requirements. It 

will also contribute to quality monitoring of the EMOS Master programmes in order to 

ensure that the required standards are achieved and maintained through evaluation of new 

applications and extensions of the EMOS label. 



3 

 

Figure 2. The EMOS governance model 

 

4. NEXT STEPS 

In January Eurostat published the EMOS call for applications addressed to the 15 pre-

selected universities. The universities have been requested to submit full applications to 

prove the implementation of EMOS in their Master programmes from autumn 2015. 

In March 2015, the EMOS Board will assess the applications and will propose for the 

European Statistical System Committee (ESSC) to award the selected Master 

programmes with the EMOS label in its meeting of 20-21 May 2015. 

Following the award of the first master programmes with the EMOS label, Eurostat will 

publish the second EMOS call for applications. The second round will benefit from the 

experience of the ongoing selection, yet an evaluation of the project will be carried out in 

2017 to assess the development of the EMOS network. Following the evaluation, the 

ESSC will have to decide on further steps of EMOS. 

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

Official Statistics is seeing continuous developments, which means that future and 

current staff members of statistical offices need to continuously acquire new knowledge 

and update their current skills. An intensive cooperation with universities is a key in 

meeting these challenges; therefore, one of the next steps is to see how EMOS could be 

used for training staff in NSIs. 

The European Master in Official Statistics is getting real as a label and growing as a 

community; however, there is a lot of work and further development ahead.  
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