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1. INTRODUCTION 

The European Statistical System (ESS) Vision 2020 identifies „efficient and robust 

statistical processes” as one of the five key areas to deliver the vision of the ESS. In this 

context, the Vision 2020 document highlights that „we will improve our efficiency 

through systematic collaboration within the ESS, while fully respecting the subsidiarity 

principle. We will intensify our collaboration by further intensifying the sharing of 

knowledge, experiences and methodologies but also by sharing tools, data, services and 

resources where appropriate. The collaboration will be based on agreed standards and 

common elements of technological and statistical infrastructure”. 

 

The European Statistical System already uses a lot of tools in different forms enhancing 

collaboration across the ESS, such as statistical legislation, methodological handbooks, 

gentlemen’s agreements, code lists. The implementation of the system envisaged by 

Vision 2020 should be based on a system of common tools, normative documents 

enabling common production, common use of integrated data and sharing common tools 

and infrastructure.  

 

The term ’standard’ is meant to be a guarantee for the ESS members that the concerned 

normative documents have been set according to the five principles of standardisation: 

consensus, transparency and openness, balance, due process, proportionality.  

 

Standardisation is a key area in the European Statistical System for the conceptual and 

methodological harmonisation and further integration of data, methods and processes in 

the ESS. This goal asks for a procedure providing these guarantees. This process is the 

standard-setting process. 

 

1.1. Past 

The issue of standardisation at the ESS goes back to the Workshop on Standardisation 

held in Brussels, on 14
th

-15
th

 October 2010. The workshop concluded that an ESSnet 

project (later called: ESSnet STAND-PREP (ESSnet on Preparation for Standardisation)) 

was to be launched in the same year in order to prepare actions to be carried out later by 

the Sponsorship on Standardisation. 

 

The Sponsorship on Standardisation, started in 2011 and finished in 2013, worked out the 

framework of the ESS standardisation system. One of the main deliverables of the 

Sponsorship on Standardisation was the ‘recommendations document’, adopted by the 

European Statistical System Committee (ESSC) in September 2013. The 

recommendations contain the suggestions, guidelines on the operation of the ESS 

standardisation system, including the frame of reference for the inventory of normative 

documents and the standard-setting process. 
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In the framework of the Sponsorship on Standardisation it was also decided that an 

ESSnet project had to be launched, which task would be to examine the usability of the 

deliverables of the Sponsorship on Standardisation in practice. This ESSnet project is the 

ESSnet on Standardisation with Hungary (coordinator), France, Italy, the United 

Kingdom, the Netherlands, Latvia and Lithuania forming the ESSnet partnership. 

 

1.2. Present 

The ESSnet on Standardisation started its activities in December 2012 and is working on 

the practical implementation of the future ESS standardisation system, based on the 

ESSC-adopted recommendations of the Sponsorship on Standardisation. The ESSnet is 

in its second phase (SGA-2), with the current action closing in March 2015.  

 

The work of the ESSnet is built around four key areas: inventory of normative 

documents, the standardisation process, impact assessment and Business Architecture-

related activities. The current document summarises the results of the ESSnet on 

Standardisation on two areas, highlighted as new items in the field of European statistics: 

the inventory of normative documents and the standard-setting process of the ESS. 

 

1.3. Future 

The inventory of normative documents and the standards-setting process of the ESS are 

cornerstones of the future standardisation system in the ESS. The ESSnet on 

Standardisation is working on some but not all recommendations of the Sponsorship on 

Standardisation. Additional elements of the future ESS standardisation system are still to 

be developed or fine-tuned before the final system can be operational. Final decision on 

the establishment of the standardisation system in the ESS is still to be made in the near 

future. 

2. METHODS 

2.1. Inventory of normative documents  

The inventory of normative documents is a publicly available storage location of 

normative documents relevant for the ESS, providing detailed up-to-date information on 

them. The aim of the inventory is twofold: it provides information for stakeholders and 

users in the ESS and beyond and it is also meant to support decision-making on standard 

development. 

After receiving the necessary input from the Sponsorship on Standardisation, the ESSnet 

on Standardisation started to populate the inventory with descriptions for selected 

normative documents. The starting list of normative documents was derived from the 

RAMON database and other ESS-related websites. The Sponsorship also provided a 

template for the assessment of normative documents as ESS standards and a template of 

the inventory. These inputs were used by the ESSnet to provide the normative document 

descriptions. 

It was agreed that, given the number of normative documents identified by the 

Sponsorship on Standardisation (593) and the limited amount of human resources 

devoted to the concerned Work Package of the ESSnet, to rationalise the list.  

The ESSnet concentrated on the latest editions of Eurostat handbooks (or handbooks co-

published by ESTAT), on international normative documents relevant for the ESS (latest 
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editions), on IT tools recommended at ESS level and on fundamental legal acts. In 

addition, only Eurostat handbooks, international handbooks co-published by Eurostat and 

IT tools were be assessed (a dedicated template was designed for the assessment of IT 

tools). 

2.2. Standard-setting process 

A core element in the recommendations of the Sponsorship on Standardisation is the 

process of standardisation. The goal of the standard-setting process is the development 

and implementation of the right standards to support quality and efficiency of the ESS 

through smooth interoperability and common services. The process guarantees the 

involvement of the relevant stakeholders, clarity on the rules, clarity on the status of the 

(potential) standards and the adherence to the five principles of standardisation: 

consensus, transparency and openness, balance, due process, proportionality. 

Based on the work of the Sponsorship on Standardisation, three types of normative 

documents exist: regulations, standards and other normative documents. The regulation-

setting process is itself enshrined in legislation: regulations provide binding legislative 

rules that are adopted by an authority. Standards in the ESS are meant to be distinguished 

normative documents that are established by consensus and approved by a recognised 

body that provide for common and repeated use, rules, guidelines or characteristics for 

activities or their results, aimed at the achievement of the optimum degree of order in a 

given context. 

The framework of the standard-setting process was worked out by the Sponsorship on 

Standardisation. The ESSnet on Standardisation examined the usability of this model in 

practice and has significantly fine-tuned it to make the model applicable in practice. The 

fine-tuning activity was undertaken not just from theoretical point of view (e.g. 

simplification and further rationalisation) but also based on lessons learned from test 

cases by involving initiatives at international level in the testing of the fine-tuned process 

model. 

3. RESULTS 

3.1. Inventory of normative documents 

As a deliverable of the ESSnet on Standardisation, 103 normative documents were 

assessed and attributes were provided for 197 normative documents. The result of the 

assessment was that 27 normative documents in the inventory already meet the criteria 

for being ESS standards. These results are already publicly available on the CROS portal. 

 

3.2. Standard-setting process 

The result of elaboration and fine-tuning the standard-setting process is a proportional 

and transparent standard-setting process for the ESS, based on theoretical rationalisation 

and practical tests. 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

Standardisation has been an important issue in the ESS for years. In the form of the 

deliverables of ESSnet on Standardisation, the work of many initiatives materialise, 

including the ESSnet STAND-PREP, the Sponsorship on Standardisation and the ESSnet 

on Standardisation. 
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The ESSnet on Standardisation, working on four key areas of standardisation in the ESS, 

provides the starting set of descriptions for the inventory of normative documents and a 

streamlined model for the standard-setting process of the ESS. These developments, 

among other key issues, such as impact assessment and Business Architecture-related 

activities, are cornerstones of the standardisation system in the ESS. 

Some elements of the system of standardisation in the ESS are still to be developed or 

further fine-tuned but the inventory of normative documents and the standard-setting 

process for the ESS are ready for use and are available for future actions.  

REFERENCES 

[1] ESSnet on Standardisation deliverables, 2012-2014, http://www.cros-

portal.eu/content/standardisation 

[2] Sponsorship on Standardisation: recommendations of the Sponsorship of 

Standardisation, September 2013,  

http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/recommendations-sponsorship-standardisation-

september-2013 

[3] Sponsorship on Standardisation: stocktaking pillar final report, 21 May 2013 

http://www.cros-portal.eu/sites/default/files//Pillar1_closing_21May.pdf 

http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/standardisation
http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/standardisation
http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/recommendations-sponsorship-standardisation-september-2013
http://www.cros-portal.eu/content/recommendations-sponsorship-standardisation-september-2013
http://www.cros-portal.eu/sites/default/files/Pillar1_closing_21May.pdf

