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STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
  

DIRECTORATE GENERAL STATISTICS 

 
Minutes and Actions 

 
Joint Eurostat – ECB 

Steering Group on Seasonal Adjustment 
Wednesday, 25 April 2012 (9.30-16.30) 

European Central Bank, CB05, Frankfurt am Main  
 
 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda and acceptance of the previous meeting minutes. 
 
The agenda was approved. Andreas Hake informed the group that Antonio Baigorri would 
jointly chair the meeting in the absence of Daniel Defays.  
 
 
2. Points for discussion  

 
2.1 Strategy for the SA guidelines implementation  
 
2.1.1 Assessment of the state of the art (Presentation) 

 
Pilar Rey del Castillo summarised the assessment to what degree the Guidelines have been 
implemented in the ESS with the conclusion that the results have room for improvement. 
The groups’ comments on the findings: 

• Interesting to see how the guidelines are used 
• The SA Tool (JDemetra) will improve the situation as users will be eased into 

following the guidelines 
• Reporters should be encouraged to complete the metadata template 
• What is not clear is the method(s) used 
• Difficult to apply the indirect approach without knowing the level of compliance 
• The implementation of Quality (Ch. 4) and Specific Issues (Ch. 5) seems the least 

compliant 
• Compliance to Pre-Treatment (Ch. 1) is more important than Quality 
• Maybe an extra field could be added to the metadata template to indicate compliance. 

 
In summary, there is general Satisfaction of the feedback although not everywhere. Serious 
indication of method to support the indirect approach which is very important for the EU and 
Euro area aggregates. When revising the guidelines, more attention to Ch. 4; Ch. 5 and the 
metadata template. 
 
Action: Eurostat to continue monitoring the implementation. 
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2.1.2 Revision of the guidelines (ESS Guidelines on Seasonal Adjustment) 
 
Gian Luigi Mazzi reported to the group summarising the discussion of the Task Force on the 
Guidelines that took place on Tuesday 24 April. The group will improve on the guidelines, 
exchanging comments electronically and meeting again in Paris in September. This task force 
could probably meet for a final time before the next SASG meeting. The aim is not to change 
the philosophy but tighten the options where they appear vague. Robert Kirchner added that 
some issues would be added/enhanced based on experiences and developments:  

• Pre-Treatment – Calendar Adjustment 
• Outliers with respect to strong economic changes 
• Level of disaggregation for Indirect/Direct 
• Long Series 
• Chain Linking 

Observers to the meeting requested to include how to deal with calendar adjustment where 
they were dynamic over time and to receive more concrete advice on revisions. 

 
Action: TF to provide draft before next SASG meeting. 
 
 
2.2 SA tools development 
 
2.2.1 SA tools porting into JAVA and current release: (Interim report) 

 
 
Jean Palate informed the SG about the current situation of the Java developments. The tool 
development is on schedule to be ready by end-November 2012 as agreed in the grant with 
Eurostat with some but not all documentation available. The core SA engines have been re-
written with functionalities that were incorporated in the official Fortran engines being 
externalised in the Java version. Additionally, there is need to develop interfaces to other 
applications, e.g. FAME. All functionality and tools from the .Net version will be included in 
JDemetra+ including the SACruncher. 
 
The groups’ comments on the report include: 

• Automatically generating the Metadata Template would be welcome, although the 
template might be adapted if so demanded by the revision to the guidelines. A separate 
module is foreseen but no in the November release 

• Documentation will be useful 
• National regressors (for national holidays) would be useful 

 
 
2.2.2 User Testing Group Report (SAUG)  (Presentation) 

 
Dario Buono summarised the work of the SAUG. Dario then presented an overview of the 
User Requirements that have been included in JDemetra+ including those completed; in 
progress; to be done; not to be done for the November release (JDemetra+ Compliance with 
the User Requirements ). Dominque Ladiray (SAUG Chair) expressed a special mention to 
Sylwia Grudkowska for the user documentation. 

 
The group took note of the information. 
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2.3     Governance and versioning of JDemetra+ 
 
Mark Boxall presented an early draft of the issues to be addressed following the end of the 
Grant between Eurostat and Belgium National Bank. 
 
The comments and suggestions from the group: 

• One agency should take responsibility for the tool 
• The perspective for the future of X13-Seats and TRAMO-SEATS needs to be assessed 

and how the future strategy for JDemetra+ will keep track of their futures 
• Address the benefits of JDemetra+ (CBA) 
• The alternatives need to be addressed including the pro and cons of each one 
• Costs for human resources in terms of FTE and money 
• The roadmap should avoid the CMFB and address the respective committees directly 
• One chance to get this right and more important to have a clear document than to rush 

it to meet deadlines for committees 
• The CBA should include the ground zero worst option 
• Present the successes so far 
• What can individual agencies contribute 
 

Actions: 
• Mark Boxall to incorporate comments into a draft proposal for the 

STC/ESSC/CMFB. Mid-May 2012 to be circulated to members to provide input 
by mid-June 2012. 

• Members to investigate the possible contributions of their respective institutions 
 
 

3.         Points for information 
  
3.1 E-learning: (Presentation) 
 
Pilar Rey del Castillo and Sylwia Grudkowska presented some of the pages from the 
e-Learning prototype. There are Links between the course and guidelines to understand it in 
depth. Includes definitions for terms from the guidelines which are not clear for the novices 
and complies with the Eurostat requirement of not copying and pasting from the guidelines. 
Dario Buono stated that an ultimate aim would be to have a online earning game similar to the 
“ECB Inflation Game”. 

 
The comments and suggestions from the group: 

• I should be clear what is not covered 
• Definitions and wording should be consistent with guidelines 
• Accept that there are sometime needs to simplify 
• As it is a tool for beginners and it cannot be expected to cover everything, a disclaimer 

should be included 
• Close to a 20 minutes Q & A used at the ONS (UK) 
• The amount of content looks close to what could be expected of the Handbook 

 
Actions: 

• Pilar  Rey del Castillo to provide members with link and credentials to assess the 
tool by end-April 2012. 

• Group to look at prototype and provide “Constructive Critism” to Pilar  Rey del 
Castillo by end-May 2012. 
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3.2 Status of the QNA handbook revision: (Presentation) 

 
The progress of the tasks was presented by Pilar Rey del Castillo which is in line with the SA 
Guidelines and the report of the TFQNA. It was suggested that the SG check the consistency 
(Draft Chapter 8) of the SA process with the guidelines. 

 
Action: Group to inform Pilar of any comments by end-May 2012. 
 
3.3 Handbook on SA: 
 
Gian Luigi Mazzi updated the group on the status of the handbook. Only a few chapters are 
ready to be included. There are several that need to be completed and redrafted as they are not 
seen to fully compliant with the ESS guidelines. A couple of authors have submitted very 
good papers but they do not fit into the table of contents as currently defined and the editors 
will need to determine where they should be inserted. There was some discussion on whether 
the handbook could be made available online however this would have to be raised with the 
publisher. It is expected that a more complete status will be presented at the next SASG 
meeting. 

 
Action: Gian Luigi Mazzi to circulate some draft chapters for review End-May 2012. 
 
3.4 Customer Satisfaction analysis of ESTP courses on SA for the years 2008-2012:  

 
(Presentation) 

     Customer Satisfaction analysis of ESTP courses on SA for the years 2008-2012 
 
Dario Buono presented the results of the analysis. Material for the course is provided 2 weeks 
in advance. There are the constraints of 1 person per member state (with some rotation where 
numbers are still too high for the places) and trying to ensure the suitability of the profile of 
the applicant. 
 
Suggestion from the group were to put course material online removing some problems the 
competency of applicants including objectives, expectations and language. 

 
Action: The group took note of the information. 
 
 
4.  Next steps  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 14 November 2012 at Eurostat premises in Luxembourg. 

 
 


