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1 Opening, welcome address, presentation and adoption of the agenda 
 
Andreas Dietrich opened the first TSAUG meeting held via the videoconference system Jabber. 
After some troubles with the originally intended platform Webex the conference moved to 
Jabber, but still, not all registered members were able to participate. Hence, only 44 people 
attended the meeting. 
 
The kick-off meeting had three main objectives: 

a) Since many new people joint the group with the new grant, becoming acquainted was a 
major objective. 

b) Especially the new members should become familiar with the tasks of the group, the 
way of information sharing and the collaboration within the group and with the CoE 
TSA. 

c) The most urgent tasks and a timetable were to be discussed. 
 
Next, the agenda was presented. The talk of Sylwia Grudkowska-Kubik was preponed due to 
the delayed start of the meeting and another appointment. Thereafter, the group adopted the 
revised agenda.  
 

2 Tour de table, the TSA user group: composition and mandate 
 
A short introductory round was made among the core members of the user group and the 
observers. Additionally, Andreas Dietrich presented the mandate and the composition of the 
various groups (“2021-02-11 item 01 - TSAUG composition and mandate.pptx”). CROS portal 
will be the platform where all documents from the meetings areshared. Dominique Ladiray 
mentioned that the Centre of Excellence (CoE) and accordingly the user group will have to 
move to a different webpage on Cross Portal (away from seasonal adjustment toward some joint 
webpage of the STACE), but the general structure will not change. Members who have not 
created an account EU login yet shall create an account. 
 
Andreas Dietrich announced that he is not be able to chair the user group any longer since he 
will have a job change in the Bundesbank. Véronique Elter agreed to take over the tasks of the 
interim chairperson. An  election shall be made during the next physical meeting. It was agreed 
that Andreas Dietrich is responsible for the tasks of the chair during the meeting, including the 
preparation of the draft minutes. 
 

3 Developments: JD+ 2.2. and JD+ 3.0 
 
Jean Palate presented the work at the NBB on JD+ 3.0 (“2020-02-11 item 03a - JD+ 3.0 
Overview.pptx”). The main algorithms and advanced routines shall be tested using the R 
interface first. In the repository https://github.com/palatej/testrjd3 an R script is available to 
compare results from version 2.2. Domique Ladiray will run large scale tests. The user group 
shall test the algorithms in R on data from their daily work production. A short summary of the 
outcome shall be provided to the user group and any bugs shall be reported directly on GitHub. 
Bundesbank will provide the report template as well as the links to the relevant directories on 
GitHub. 
 

https://github.com/palatej/testrjd3
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The presentation of Christiane Hofer on the latest development at the Bundesbank has been 
skipped. The slides are available on CROS portal (“2021-02-11 item 03b - BBk.pptx”). 

4 Task force use cases (documentation for JD+) and Follow up: time-series 
treatment during the Covid-19 crisis 

 
Sylwia Grudkowska-Kubik presented the status and the proposed tasks concerning the 
documentation (“2021-02-11 item 06 - JD+ use cases.pptx”). The documentation on JDemetra+ 
is already very advanced. However, at present the documentation includes only general case 
studies that systematically show how to set specific options and generate the output. The best 
improvement would be made by the expansion with examples on how to deal with specific 
problematic time series. The user group decided that time series treatment during the Covid-19 
crisis seems to be most urgent and most beneficial. Accordingly, the item “Follow up: time 
series treatment during the Covid-19 crisis” (“2021-02-11 item 07 - Follow-up Covid-19 
crisis.pptx”) has been discussed together with the use cases. 
 
Andreas Dietrich mentioned that some NSIs already provide some overviews and notes on how 
they proceed. Additionaly, Partick Foley mentioned a working paper, which describes the 
approach taken by Ireland. Anna Smyk reported that at Insee they have a similar internal paper 
in French that she can translate to English. After a short exchange of views, the user group 
agreed that all papers regarding time-series treatment during the Covid-19 crisis available at the 
institutes (external and internal) shall be collected in a first step. Furthermore, the group agreed 
that not only seasonal adjustment were to be discussed, but also the corresponding trend-cycle 
estimates, since the? NSIs need to deliver trend-cycle estimates to Eurostat as well. During the 
next meeting it will be decided, which use cases shall be included in the online documentation. 
Therefore, the members of the user group are asked to 

1. Send their internal/external documents on how they conduct their seasonal adjustment 
during the crisis (in English). 

2. Provide details on the method applied in the institute (e.g. X13, TS, etc.) 
3. Provide details on the approach applied in the institute at the beginning of the crises 

(e.g. fixed-AO, forecasted factors) and during an annual campaign (e.g. automatic 
outliers, sequence of LS, etc.) 

4. Give feedback on whether they are willing to contribute to the use cases. 
Members are asked to send their answers to the Bundesbank (JDemetra@bundesbank.de) and 
Véronique Elter (veronique.elter@statec.etat.lu) who jointly will coordinate the next steps.   

5 Task force R packages 
 

Anna Michalek presented the outcome of the first meeting of the task force on R packages 
(“2021-02-11 item 04 - Task force R packages”) held on 25 January. Currently, there are no 
open tasks for the user group. The task force will keep the user group updated on follow-up 
activities. 
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6 Task force guidelines 
 
Filippo Moauro presented the tasks of the task force on guidelines (“2021-02-11 item 05 - 
STACE guidelines.pptx”). Martins Liberts stated the importance of acceptance. He suggests 
preparing an overview, e.g. on how well the current guidelines are fulfilled (A option, B option 
reached) by the NSIs. Daniel Ollech underlined the importance of well-matched guidelines 
since some of them are dealing with similar topics (e.g. benchmarking and seasonal adjustment, 
daily and weekly data and seasonal adjustment). Furthermore, he pointed out that some items 
of the guidelines on seasonal adjustment do not match with reality or need revisions since the 
real world conditions changed, e.g. the definition of seasonality with respect to high frequency 
data. The user group agrees that the target of the guidelines are users and hence, the users, or 
rather the user group should be involved in the revision and the development of guidelines, 
respectively, at an early stage. 
 
Filippo Moauro will present a time line and a prioritisation for the different guidelines at the 
next TSACE/TSAUG meetings in March. Based on that it will be discussed how TSAUG 
members input can be a part of the processes.   
 

7 To do list, next meeting, AOB  
 
Andreas Dietrich concluded with a summary of the meeting and the action points. Jean Palate 
asked the members of the user group for sending freely available daily and weekly figures for 
research purposes (testing the new routines for daily and weekly data). Véronique Elter closed 
the meeting. 

8 Next meeting 
 
The 2nd coordination meeting is going to be a virtual meeting back to back with the NTTS and 
the TSACE meeting in March 2021. 

9 To do list 
 
Task Responsible Deadline 
Create an EU login account members 31.03.2021 
Provide report template for tests Bundesbank 28.02.2021 
Provide links to GitHub Bundesbank 28.02.2021 
Tests on JD+ 3.0 with the aid of R routines members 31.03.2021 
Delivery of papers concerning the treatment of the Covid-19 
crises, method applied and approaches applied. 

members 28.02.2021 

Development of a time line and a prioritisation for the different 
guidelines 

Filippo 
Moauro 

15.03.2021 

Send freely available daily and monthly figures to Jean Palate members  
 


	1  Opening, welcome address, presentation and adoption of the agenda
	2 Tour de table, the TSA user group: composition and mandate
	3 Developments: JD+ 2.2. and JD+ 3.0
	4 Task force use cases (documentation for JD+) and Follow up: time-series treatment during the Covid-19 crisis
	5 Task force R packages
	6  Task force guidelines
	7 To do list, next meeting, AOB
	8 Next meeting
	9 To do list

