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1. Welcome and adoption of the agenda 

The Chair welcomed the participants1 to the tenth EMOS Board meeting. The agenda was 
adopted.  

2. Recent developments  

The Chair informed the Board about: 

 Eurostat senior management changes: Ms Sophie Limpach (formerly Head of Unit G5) 
was appointed as a director for business and trade statistics (Dir. G). After Laurs 
Norlund’s departure, Mr Luc Briol (Head of Unit A4) is acting as director for resources 
(Dir. A). Filling the posts for Deputy Director-General and three directors posts (Dir. C, D 
and E) is still ongoing2.  

 The ESS Committee (ESSC) followed Board’s recommendation in February and 
awarded the EMOS label to nine programmes, four were rejected and five programmes 
were awarded the EMOS label under certain conditions. The ESSC congratulated the 
EMOS Board on its work in assessing the applications.  

 Award ceremony for the Master thesis competition in the NTTS conference is scheduled 
for 13 March 2019.  

3. Relabelling and future call schedule 

Future calls 

The Board agreed to publish a permanently open call in autumn 2019 with different cut-off 
dates for evaluation, with a first cut-off date in November. The label validity of four years will be 
kept unchanged. Promotion of the rolling call will be less intensive than for the previous call, but 
the approach will allow universities interested in EMOS to apply if they consider that they fulfil 
the necessary requirements.  

Action: The secretariat to establish more detailed roadmap and call documents for a written 
procedure.  

Relabelling of Call I programmes 

After assessing the applications for re-labelling, the Board concluded that all 10 applicants are 
compliant with the EMOS requirements. Two recommendations for improvements during the 
next EMOS label period were however issued and one additional clarification would be 
requested (not conditional to the label award). Most programmes appear to be aligning their 
programmes to the Call III requirements. All Universities that have announced changes to their 
programmes will be reminded to inform the Board in due course of the concrete 
implementation. As a general principle, the Board noted that any major changes to EMOS-
labelled programmes’ curricula would need to be made when programmes seek to reaccredit 
their programmes at national level.  

Action: Secretariat to ask additional clarifications and (re-)accreditation dates from all EMOS-
labelled programmes.   

 

                                                 
1
 Please see list of participants in Annex 1. 

2
 For details, please see organigramme 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/10186/758154/Organisation-chart_EN.pdf
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4. Annual reporting 

The Board took note of the annual reporting summary, including the replies from all but two 
programmes. The reporting this year confirms the known advantages of EMOS, such as fruitful 
cooperation between the statistical producers and academia. However, low student numbers 
remain a concern and more awareness raising about EMOS is clearly needed. Learning 
outcomes 1, The system of official statistics, and 5, Dissemination, could be stronger in many 
programmes. In the next revision of the learning outcomes, the description of expectations, 
especially for learning outcome 5, could be improved.  

Action: Secretariat to follow up on non-responding programmes in the annual reporting.   

5. EMOS Work programme 2019-20 

The Board took note of the ideas presented in the meeting document. Main focus of future 
priorities should be devoted to actions aiming at attracting students to EMOS and strengthening 
the European dimension by developing cross-border collaboration within the network: 
student/teacher exchanges and internships (also in Eurostat or other services at European 
level) by making use of existing frameworks such as Erasmus or Jean-Monnet action for 
funding of networks3 could be an option. Developing a common cursus on official statistics and 
e-Learning material should be encouraged, although for the latter it was felt that more 
experience is needed before taking it further.  

Of the list of actions proposed, the following should be further developed in the short and 
medium term:  

‒ Prepare note to the ESSC encouraging cross-border internships (INSEE as an 
example) and recruitment of EMOS graduates  

‒ Identify volunteers in NSIs/NCBs/Eurostat for lecturing, preferably also in other 
countries than their own, (topics, costs, availabilities, examination arrangements to be 
defined)  

‒ Set up a one week training on the system of official statistics in Eurostat (resources 
permitting) 

‒ Prepare a communication/promotion package, compile events planning of the network, 
including student fairs, meetings with Bachelors, meetings between universities and 
NSIs/NCBs, set up promotion meetings, possibly including participation of Eurostat 

On a longer term (resources permitting): 

‒ Shift programmes more towards data science: check accreditation dates 

‒ Develop eLearning materials 

‒ Encourage cross-border exchanges: check existing Erasmus agreements in the 
network, their duration and faculties and which courses are taught in English 

‒ Create a Linked-In account for alumni and promote it among NSIs/NCBs/ ONAs 

6. Any Other Business 

Dual masters 

The Board welcomed dual masters between universities which are both EMOS labelled. Dual 
masters between entities where one partner is not EMOS labelled need to be further reflected 
upon.   

                                                 
3
 Jean Monnet networks https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/programme-guide/part-b/three-key-

actions/jean-monnet-activities/networks_en  

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/programme-guide/part-b/three-key-actions/jean-monnet-activities/networks_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/programme-guide/part-b/three-key-actions/jean-monnet-activities/networks_en
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Participants to EMOS Board meeting on 16 October 2018 

 

PARTICIP ANT  INSTITUTION  COUNTRY  

Annika Näslund Chair Eurostat 

Elisabetta Carfagna University of Bologna  IT-Uni 

François Coquet 
National School for Statistics and Information Analysis 
(ENSAI) 

FR-Uni 

Claudiu Herteliu Bucharest University of Economic Studies  RO-Uni 

Mojca Bavdaž University of Ljubljana SI-Uni 

Ralf Münnich University of Trier DE-Uni 

Judit Szigeti (replacing 
Áron Kincses 

Hungarian Central Statistical Office HU-NSI 

Bart Bakker Statistics Netherlands NL-NSI 

Eilish O'Sullivan CSO Ireland IE-NSI 

Bojana Radojevic Statistical Office of Montenegro ME-NSI 

Jacek Kowalewski Central Statistical Office of Poland PL-NSI 

Ulf von Kalckreuth 
(replacing Robert Kirchner) 

Deutsche Bundesbank ESCB 

Maurizio Vichi La Sapienza University of Rome  ESAC 

Heli Lehtimäki Secretariat Eurostat 

Francine Kessler Secretariat Eurostat 

 
Excused: Monica Pratesi 

  


