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Difficulties 
encountered

• Who we are …

• What we do …

• What is it?

• What does it look like?

• Comprehensive

• Multi-dimensional

• Harmonised

• Comparable

• Accessible

• Replicable

PRESENTATION OUTLINE

Atlas of Migration

KCMD

Atlas: key 
characteristics and 
challenges faced



KCMD: Knowledge Centre on Migration and Demography

Providing scientific evidence for EU policies
related specifically to migration and 
demography

Supporting the European Agenda on Migration

Focus is on analysing comprehensively and 
systematically migration and demography 
developments on a global scale and their societal 
impact on the EU in the medium to longer term
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KCMD outputs

• Data for Integration (D4I) 
• Migration Profiles & Atlas of Migration
• Use of innovative data sources

• Data Catalogue 
• Dynamic Data Hub
• Information Catalogues

Provide tools Address gaps
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KCMD outputs

• Bi-annual workshops on Migration Data
• Seminal reports

• Migration within and from Africa 
• Demographic and human capital scenarios for the 21st

century
• International Migration Drivers

Share knowledge  Uptake & Outreach

• KCMD Steering group
• two-way interaction
• science-policy interface

• Workshops, events & 
publications, training

2/2

3/16



ATLAS OF MIGRATION: purpose and structure

What is the Atlas?

• A reference book on migration and related thematic areas (demography, integration, 
development, etc.). It is a starting point for a range of follow-up analyses.

• It is available both in hard copy and soon through an online platform.

Structure of the Atlas

1. EU Member States

2. Select non-EU countries

3. Thematic focus (displacement in Africa)
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ATLAS: Section 1 - Migration in the EU Member States
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ATLAS: Section 2 - Migration in 44 Selected Non-EU Countries
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ATLAS: origin of key concepts and challenges

Challenges
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User-centric approach

The user is at the very centre of the 
Atlas of Migration.

Key concepts

Basic principles

Complexity of the topic

‘Migration’ is a very complex and 
sensitive topic.

Impartiality and trustworthiness

Provide reliable visualization of data 
while avoiding analysis and 
interpretations.



ATLAS: key concepts and challenges

Key concept:

Provide a comprehensive
coverage of a complex 
topic in two pages.

Challenge:

Select the right format
and define sub-topics and 
the information. 

Prioritize the information, 
define a logical order and 
agree it with the different 
partners.
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MIGRATION INTEGRATION

8/16



ATLAS: key concepts and challenges

Key concept:

A multi-dimensional
approach to migration 
(flows, stocks, statistics, 
estimates, indicators, 
etc.).

Challenge:

Show together different 
types of data
differentiating clearly 
between them. 
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Stocks IndicatorsFlows

9/16



ATLAS: key concepts and challenges

Key concept:

Consolidation and 
harmonisation of many 
different data sources into 
a single underpinning 
database automatically 
updated.

Challenge:

Provide harmonised data, 
allowing the user to access 
the latest available data 
or to align data in time.
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Dynamic
Data Hub
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ATLAS: key concepts and challenges

Key concept:

Comparability across a 
wide range of countries:

• 28 EU MS +44 non-EU 
in 2018 issue;

• 28+106 in online tool;

Challenge:

Gather statistics and 
indicators that are both 
relevant and available
for most countries. 

Exploit multiple sources
for better data availability.
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ATLAS: key concepts and challenges

Key concept:

The accessibility and 
understandability of data 
through charts with 
different levels of detail 
and through user 
guidance.

Challenge:

Maximise ease of 
understanding and allow 
interactivity for the 
online platform.
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Tooltip with 
additional info!

Tooltip with 
explanation!

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

x
x
x
x

Additional resources
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ATLAS: key concepts and challenges

Key concept:

The replicability and data 
traceability (possibility to 
access original data from 
the source).

Challenge:

Links and references to 
original data and sources.
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ATLAS: summary of key concepts and challenges

Key concepts 

1. A comprehensive coverage of a complex topic in two pages.

2. A multi-dimensional approach to migration (flows, stocks, statistics, estimates, indicators, etc.).

3. The Consolidation and harmonisation of many different data sources into a single underpinning database 
automatically updated.

4. The Comparability across a wide range of countries.

5. The accessibility and understandability of data through charts with different levels of detail and through user 
guidance.

6. The replicability and data traceability (possibility to access original data from the source).

Challenges

1. Select the right format and define sub-topics and the information. Prioritize the information, define a logical 
order and agree it with the different partners.

2. Show together different types of data differentiating clearly between them.

3. Provide harmonised data, allowing the user to access the latest available data or to align data in time.

4. Gather from different sources statistics and indicators that are relevant and available for most countries.

5. Maximise ease of understanding and allow interactivity for the online platform.

6. Links and references to original data and sources.
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ATLAS: difficulties encountered

• Selection of a data visualization tool (Tableau).

• Adapt the underpinning data repository to the purpose of the Atlas. 

• Design a process of data validation.

• Continuous feedback to improve successive versions.

• Work out the best trade-off between printed and online versions.

• Constantly updating the contents and agreeing them with Commission policy 
partners.

• Structure of the Atlas can change according to the policy needs. 
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Discover the ATLAS

Contact person

Dario Tarchi – Project Leader – dario.tarchi@ec.europa.eu

Download a pdf copy of the Atlas

https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/atlas-migration_en

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/launch-new-atlas-migration

Key links

Knowledge Centre on Migration and Demography       https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/migration-and-demography

Data Catalogue, Information Catalogue and Dynamic Data Hub      https://bluehub.jrc.ec.europa.eu/portal
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