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1 Opening, welcome address, presentation and adoption of the agenda, 
adoption of the minutes, presentation of new members 

 
Duncan Elliott opened the third SAUG meeting held in London. Andreas welcomed the new 
members of the group: Claudia Fries from Destatis (Germany) and Mualla Gizem Umut 
Dogan from Turkey. Moreover, he welcomed Steve Matthews from Statistics Canada as 
visitor. 
 
The goal of the third meeting was bringing each other up to date about ongoing developments 
in the field of seasonal adjustment and related topics within the SAUG and SACE. Besides, 
the future way of sharing the tasks between the user group and the centre of excellence were 
expected to be discussed as well as possible ways to increase the efficiency. Hence, the 
agenda incorporated the main objectives of the SAUG mandate, namely putting comments on 
SACE activities, testing JDemetra+ and plug-ins, documentations and knowledge sharing. 
 
Next the group went through to the minutes of the last meeting. Andreas presented the to-do 
list. The members agreed on reviewing and extending the survey as well as putting the 
extended answers of the survey on CROS portal. All other pending points were to be 
discussed in the meeting. 
 
Thereafter, the agenda as well as the minutes from the second meeting have been adopted. 
 

2 Report on the SACE activities 
 
Dominique Ladiray presented the latest developments and activities of the SACE (“20180328 
status report SACE.pdf”). He discussed participations in conferences and workshops during 
the last period since September 2017, activities of the help desk, requests on participation 
from other member states and presented some statistics on JDemetra+ downloads, GitHub 
issues and bug fixes. Andreas asked whether it is allowed to use the provisional logo for 
official web sites. Dominique will provide the logos on CROS portal and they can be used in 
official documents. Besides, Dominique asked the members of the user group for providing 
information about training courses given by members. Andreas will collect the information 
and will send it to Dominique. 
 

3 Developments: JD+ 2.2.1, JD+ 2.2.2 and JD+ 3 
 
Thomas Witthohn presented the work of the Bundesbank on the release JD+ 2.2.1 during the 
last months as well as the plans of the Bundesbank to migrate to JD+ beginning April 2018 
with orders received in industry (“20180328 Status report BBk.pdf”). He finally stated that 
the version 2.2.1 is ready to be released. Dario suggested improving the Bundesbank web 
representation on GitHub especially concerning the description of the plug-ins. Dominique 
concluded from the mass tests he ran over the new version 2.2.1 that from his point of view it 
is ready for release. He asked for publishing a note on the migration of Germany to JD+ in the 
Flash News on CROS portal. 
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Jean Palate presented the NBB work (“20180328 status report NBB.pdf”) on the version 2.2.1 
first. He stated that only minor things have been implemented by the NBB, e.g. pseudo-
additive in X11, zoom in the html, the forecast horizon in TS and the compatibility to Java 9. 
Furthermore, a forecast TS issues has been raised by Spain. Therefore the NSI of Spain 
should test this new feature. This might be done within a week.  Andreas asked whether JD+ 
2.2.1 is ready to release from Jean’s point of view. Jean approved the readiness. Andreas 
explained the necessity of having the release available by 3 April and asked for the possibility 
of having the official release by the end of March. The developers decided that the release 
will be available as soon as possible, i.e. beginning of next week. 
 
Then Jean presented his plans for another version JD+ 2.2.2 planned to be released in 
September 2018. The main reason is to assure compatibility to new Java versions 10 and 11. 
Furthermore, time-varying trading day coefficients as well as output extensions are planned. 
The new options won’t be available in the UI but can be used through R. Dominique stated 
that the usage of R for research is ok but for official statistics options have to be available in 
the UI as well.  
 
Dario asked for having not too many releases since it takes some time at statistical institutes 
to adapt to new versions. Jean mentioned that the new version won’t have any influences on  
the results of seasonally adjusted data as well as on the UI. 
 
In a third part Jean explained the work to be done for the major release 3 in October 2019. 
The main changes are planned to be done in the architecture of the software. Hence, the user 
will not recognise these changes. Besides, a larger scope is on high frequency time series and 
adapting some existing plug-ins to the core engines. Furthermore, a detailed documentation 
for the underlying statistical methods and the API shall be developed. The UI for JD+ 3 will 
be developed once all modules are finished. The tests for the modules can be done with the 
aid of R. The user group is willing to support testing on different versions; especially with the 
aid of R. Jean will deliver further information. Moreover, he recommends finding a strategy to 
further increase the number of JDemetra+ developers to be prepared for the future 
maintenance. Dominique adds that this version probably won’t be ready for production before 
2021. 
 
Claudia asked when the next version of the web service will be available. Jean replied that 
each new version of JD+ goes along with an updated web service and cruncher.  
 

4 Organisation and division of the work; working with the SACE; How to make 
our meetings more efficient?  

 
Dominique expressed his feeling that the meetings as well as the work between the meetings 
could be more efficient and asked the group for ideas how the work could be done in a 
different way. Andreas agreed to the points mentioned by Dominique and expressed again the 
problem on how the mandate can be interpreted. After a lively discussion the group decided 
together with the observers (SACE members) that the user group can support the work of the 
SACE especially in transferring the documentation from PDF to a Wiki, working on the web 
presence of the community and testing new versions of JD+. Besides, the user group should 
focus on problems in daily work and try to find solutions within the community. These items 
might be discussed in the meetings as well.  
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Furthermore, the group discussed possibilities to communicate and exchange ideas more 
efficiently. Finally, it was agreed on using the team function on GitHub. All members will 
provide their GitHub usernames to Andreas and he will ask Philippe Charles to add all to the 
SAUG team on GitHub. The work shall then be organised with the aid of GitHub. 
 
As a first item a discussion about interests and time constraints of members should be opened. 
Andreas will open an issue once the team has been built on GitHub. 
 

5 Excel Adapter – A plug-in to use Excel as “database” for controlled current 
adjustment 

 
Nina and Claudia presented a new plug-in of the Bundesbank that allows the user to use Excel 
as a “database” in the seasonal adjustment process when the controlled current adjustment is 
applied (“20180328 Plug-in ExcelAdapter.pdf”). Dario suggested renaming the plug-in so 
users won’t confuse it with the Excel Provider. 
 

6 Documentation for JDemetra+ (user's cases, wiki, videos) 
 

Sylwia presented the latest developments for a wiki of the documentation for JDemetra+. The 
SACE together with the SAUG agreed that the documentation should focus on JDemetra+ 
software rather than on seasonal adjustment in general. Hence, videos should be rather short 
clips than fully explaining videos. In a first step the pdf-documents of Sylwia need to be 
transferred to a wiki. The user group agreed on helping with this issue but expressed the need 
for an instruction. Dominique mentioned the possibility of a training course. The SACE can 
give financial support. How, when and where the course can be offered will be discussed in 
the SACE meeting on Thursday. The SAUG members will send an e-mail to Andreas 
expressing their willingness to participate in the course as well as to contribute to the 
translation of the documents. 
 
Concerning the videos short clips could be also delivered by the user group. Andreea Mirica 
volunteered her help. Furthermore, her video on a user case for JDemetra+ shall be uploaded 
and linked. Sylwia agreed to provide her YouTube channel for upload. Once the video is 
available on YouTube Sylwia will send the link to Dominique. Furthermore Steve Matthews 
agreed that the introductory video to seasonal adjustment from StatCan will be linked on 
CROS portal as well. Dominique will insert the links of both videos on CROS portal. 
 
Despite the user’s cases being very interesting and important, all available resources shall be 
put on the translation of the existing documentation first. Instead the possibility to discuss 
daily work problems on GitHub should be used. 
 

7 Web presentation of the SAUG 
 
Andreas Dietrich presented revisions made on the web presence of the SAUG on CROS 
portal as well as a status quo of the remaining part the website (“20180328 web presentation 
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SAUG.pdf”). He showed how the agreed changes of the last meeting have been implemented. 
The SAUG web presence is now up-to-date and correct. 
 
A new page “Flash News” is created. This can and shall be used by the members of the 
SAUG as well as of the SACE to announce news concerning seasonal adjustment and/or 
JDemetra+. 
 
Besides, there are some issues concerning the other parts of CROS portal as well as the web 
presence of the community apart from CROS portal. The old version of CROS is still online 
without a hint that it is an archive. Dario will care on this item. The web presence of the 
SACE is under construction. It is foreseen to adopt the structure of the SAUG. Once the 
revised pages are available the SAUG will be asked for proofreading. It is not conceivable 
when the preview will be available. For the time being it is preferred to have no FAQs on 
CROS portal instead of outdated answers or dead links. Andreas will elaborate on this issue. 
 
To ease the maintenance of the groups it was agreed on a joint list of SACE and SAUG 
members put on CROS. Andreas will compile the document and upload it. Dominique and 
Andreas are responsible to keep it up to date. 
 
The Eurostat E-Learning course is based on Demetra+ and refers to the old 2009 version of 
the ESS guidelines. In the last meeting it was agreed on putting a hint on its archive character 
on the website of the E-learning course. Dario will check this item. Sylwia volunteered to 
update the links. 
 
Wikipedia entries for seasonal adjustment in general as well as for Demetra+ in particular are 
still outdated, especially concerning the version of the ESS guidelines and the 
recommendation for JDemetra+ rather than Demetra+. Sylwia will revise her first draft on 
JDemetra+ and open an issue in the team SAUG for collecting comments. All members will 
review and revise Wikipedia entries in their mother tongues, with the new English version. 
Furthermore, Sylwia volunteered to update the links of the Wikipedia entries on seasonal 
adjustment and on Demetra+.  
 

8 The link between JD+ and R: an update 
 
Jean Palate introduced a new prototype of an R package on JDemetra+ (“20180328 JD+ and 
R.pdf”). A beta version will be available in May 2018 and shall include TRAMO/SEATS as 
well as X13 with all specification possibilities that are available in the UI. Jean asked the user 
group to test the new package once it is available. Additional information will be provided by 
Jean. 
 
Dario mentioned that the next ESTP seasonal adjustment training course for advanced users 
will be from 18 to 20 September 2018 and its focus will be on the usage of JDemetra+ 
through the R package. Members of the user group are invited to send their applications soon. 
 

9 Next meeting 
 
The next meeting is going to be in Riga in September 2018. 
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10 To do list 
 

Task Responsible Deadline 
Updates on usage of JDemetra+ survey members 31.05.2018 
Upload of extended results on JDemetra+ survey (draft) Andreas 15.06.2018 
Upload the JD+ logos on CROS portal Dominique 30.04.2018 
Provide information on training courses to Andreas members 15.04.2018 
Collect information on training courses and send a summary to 
Dominique 

Andreas 30.04.2018 

Provide information on move to JD+ by BBk on CROS portal Andreas 05.04.2018 
Release of JDemetra+ 2.2.1 Jean 03.04.2018 
Information on JD+ 3 testing phase and R Jean  
Send usernames of GitHub to Andreas members 13.04.2018 
Collect information on usernames and send a summary to 
Philippe 

Andreas 15.04.2018 

Open an team issue on interests and time constraints Andreas 30.04.2018 
Translation of documentation – expression of interest members 15.04.2018 
Translation of documentation – workshop Andreas / 

Dominique 
30.04.2018 

Video clips for wiki Sylwia / 
Andreea 

31.08.2018 

Video upload using JDemetra+ in Romania Sylwia / 
Andreea 

30.04.2018 

Link to videos on CROS (Andreea’s and Steve’s) Dominque 30.04.2018 
Open an team issue on User cases / daily work challenges Andreas 31.05.2018 
Hints on archive character of old CROS, Demetra+,  
E-Learning course 

Dario 15.04.2018 

Disable FAQs Andreas 15.04.2018 
Upload joint list on SAUG and SACE members Andreas 15.04.2018 
Revision of the Wikipedia entry on JDemetra+ draft Sylwia 30.04.2018 
Open an team issue on Wikipedia entry on JDemetra+ Sylwia 30.04.2018 
Comments on Wikipedia entry on JDemetra+ members 31.05.2018 
Creating new Wikipedia entry on JDemetra+ Sylwia 30.06.2018 
Review/Creation of Wikipedia entries on seasonal adjustment 
in mother tongue, respectively 

members 31.07.2018 

Check the web presence of home institution on seasonal 
adjustment 

members 30.04.2018 

Upload of latest SAUG documents Andreas 30.04.2018 
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