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1 Opening, welcome address, presentation and adoption of the agenda, 
adoption of the minutes, presentation of new members 

 
Paola Anzini opened the second SAUG meeting held in Rome. Andreas welcomed the new 
observers of the group: Chen Luhuan from Australia, Mladen Krulik from Croatia and Patrick 
Foley from Ireland (all in absentia). Moreover, he presented Henri Luomaranta as successor 
of Lauri Saarinen for Finland and Mária Katalin Pécs as successor for Gabor Lovics as 
representative of Hungary. 
 
The goal of the second meeting was bringing each other up to date about ongoing 
developments in the field of seasonal adjustment and related topics within the SAUG and 
SACE. Besides, future tasks and expectations from the user group and the centre of 
excellence were expected to be discussed and possible ways to increase the efficiency and the 
visibility of the work of the SAUG had to be evaluated. Hence, the agenda incorporated the 
main objectives of the SAUG mandate, namely putting comments on SACE activities, 
belonging to testing JDemetra+, testing plug-ins, documentations and knowledge sharing. 
 
Next the group went through to the minutes of the last meeting. Andreas presented a 
summarised outcome of the survey on the usage of JDemetra+ within the SAUG members 
(“20170928 Usage of JD+.pdf”). The members agreed on putting the extended answers of the 
survey CROS portal. Members will send necessary updates to Andreas, e.g. willingness and 
dates of move to JDemetra+ 2.2 when known. Furthermore, the survey shall be extended to 
SACE members as well as other statistical institutes and ONAs. 
 
Thereafter, the agenda as well as the minutes from the first meeting have been adopted. 
 

2 Report on the SACE activites 
 
Dominique Ladiray presented the latest developments and activities of the SACE (“20170929 
SACE status report.pdf”). He discussed participations in conferences and workshops during 
the last period since March, activities of the help desk, requests on participation from other 
member states and presented some statistics on JDemetra+ downloads, GitHub issues and bug 
fixes. Afterwards Valérie Mathey presented current state of budgeting and spendings. 
 

3 A new way of documentation: Wiki 
 
Slywia presented a prototype of a wiki for the documentation of JDemetra+ containing text, 
videos and gif animations (“20170928 A new way of documentation.pdf”). She requested for 
contributions of the SAUG, e.g. gifs or videos. Andreea Mirica mentioned her experiences 
with creating videos and volunteered her help. She will check the possibility of creating 
videos for the wiki page with different approaches (e.g. youtube). 
 
That followed Mats Maggi from NBB presented an alternative way to create a wiki on 
GitHub. The advantage of his approach is the higher level of flexibility. The wiki can be 
created simply as a web site where it is easier to clearly arrange the content and easier to 
include formulas. Videos can be clearly laid out as well. Concerns for technical requirements 
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and programming skills are clarified since the technical maintenance is assured by GitHub, 
contents can be contributed similar to LaTex code and assigning access or editorial rights is 
straightforward. Last but not least, the alternative approach can be better displayed on mobile 
devices and printed out in a nicer format. Hence, the members voted for the usage of the 
alternative approach. 
 
Concerning the collaboration the SAUG agreed after a lively discussion on contributing in 
general, but expressed the need for precisely defined content modules. Thus, before 
contributions of the SAUG members are possible, a precise structure of the wiki needs to be 
established and a priority list of the contents needs to be prepared that can be divided into 
modules. Sylwia will work on this issue. Therefore, she intends to organise a meeting where 
she discusses the structure of the Wiki with the developers. Afterwards, she will provide a 
collection of modules with context to be created. The work-sharing within the SAUG will be 
discussed subsequently. 
 

4 Testing and release of JDemetra+ 2.2 

4.1 Results of testing JDemetra+ 2.2 
 
In the first meeting of the SAUG the highest priority was on testing the release candidate for 
JD+ version 2.2. All the new features, especially in the UI, had to be tested manually and 
carefully. The members shared the work and tested their parts thoroughly. Many issues were 
opened on GitHub by SAUG members. Most of the issues have been closed by the developers 
quickly. All reported bugs have been fixed in advance to the release of JDemetra+ 2.2. 
 
Andreea Mirica, Véronique Elter, Henri Luomaranta, Maria Novias Filgueira and Andreas 
Dietrich held short presentations on the testing procedure and their main findings (“20170928 
Testing JD+_Country.pdf”). All concluded that JDemetra+ 2.2 is a huge improvement 
compared to the previous versions 2.0 and 2.1. All members, except Germany and Spain, 
agreed that the new JDemetra+ 2.2 is sufficiently ready to be used in their production 
environment for official statistics. 
 
Concerning the communication to the developers, the communication within the SAUG and 
the handling of GitHub for sharing bug reports and enhancement requirements all presenters 
were satisfied and like to stick to this procedure for future tasks. The remaining SAUG 
members generally share these conclusions. 
 
Dario Buono expressed a need for the possibility of identifying issues raised from the SAUG. 
Andreas will check whether the establishment of a group on GitHub for this task is of some 
benefit. Alternatively, SAUG issues will be labelled in a standardized way, i.e. issues are 
named “SAUG: issue”. 

4.2 Release of JD+ 2.2, conclusions of the testing phase and testing JD+ 2.3 
 
Jean Palate thanked the SAUG members for the concentrated testing and highlighted the 
accurate bug reporting on GitHub. He noted that this raised the quality of the new release 
appreciable. 
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However, from the developers’ point of view the testing phase was much too long and hence, 
the testing procedure needs to be adjusted for the next time. He proposed to divide it into a 
requirement phase where all new features for the release are collected and a testing phase with 
clear deadlines. Once the testing phase starts, a release candidate will be offered and only bug 
fixes are executed. Enlargement requirements cannot be respected any longer during the 
testing phase, since the manageability is severely limited. Besides, the share of automatic 
testing shall be increased. 
 
Due to shortage of time some items could not be integrated into JDemetra+ 2.2. Especially the 
handling of fixed user-defined regressors needs to be modified for the seasonal adjustment of 
official statistics in Germany. Hence, the developers agreed on having another release (light) 
beginning 2018, namely JDemetra+ 2.3. 
 
Jean proposed that only small changes should be done in the release 2.3, namely some bug 
fixes in the ML estimates and RegARIMA forecasts as well as a few changes in the GUI, e.g. 
customization of HTML-output and several details in the GUI (“20170928 Next releases of 
JD+.pdf”). The Bundesbank should be solely in charge of the handling of split fixed and non-
fixed user-defined regressors. Apart from that, all resources shall be put into the development 
of version 3.0 expected to be released not before 2019.  
 
Especially, the small time-span between the two releases and the few new features of version 
2.3 raised a lively debate. Most SAUG members expressed their concerns that a new release 
forces their institutes to move to the new version even if the recommendation for 2.2 is still 
valid. Hence, the majority voted against a release 2.3 and would rather like to close the 
development of JDemetra+ 2.x. The item will be discussed in the SACE. 
 

5 New plug-ins 
 
The Bundesbank presented its latest plug-in prototypes, namely TransReg for the 
transformation of user-defined regressors and ConCur for the support of a controlled current 
adjustment policy in seasonal adjustment. Both plug-ins are designed to fit best to the 
Bundesbank needs and are primarily developed for the usage in the Bundesbank. 

5.1 TransReg – A plug-in for transforming user-defined regressors 
 
Nina Gonschorreck and Karsten Webel presented the TransReg plug-in (“20170928 
TransReg.pdf”). Karsten explained the need for the plug-in due to the lack within the core of 
JDemetra+ and Nina illustrated the functionalities with the aid of an example on German ice 
days. 

5.2 ConCur – A plug-in for Controlled Current Adjustment 
 
Andreas Dietrich and Thomas Witthohn presented the ConCur plug-in (“20170928 
ConCur.pdf”). Andreas motivated the need and explained the connection to the ESS 
guidelines. Thomas illustrated the functionalities and showed how it can be used as 
standalone solution within the software as well as a solution with database connection. 
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The SAUG gave a favourable opinion on the value added of both plug-ins also for the 
community. Furthermore, the SAUG expressed the wish that both plug-ins should rather be in 
the core of the next releases, TransReg simply due to the need of centring regressors and 
ConCur because the current version of JDemetra+ hinders the user to apply a part of an A 
option in the ESS guidelines. The developers will stay in exchange to discuss possibilities of 
incorporating the plug-ins in future releases. 

6 User requirements 
 
Ivars presented the results of a survey on user requirements he executed in advance to the 
SAUG meeting. In sum, the majority of participants are satisfied with the way of 
communication that is settled up. About 90 percent favour the work and communication with 
GitHub. Hence, the communication channels shall be kept (“20170928 User 
requirements.pdf”). 
 

7 Web presentation of the SAUG 
 
Andreas Dietrich presented a stocktaking he did on the web presence on seasonal adjustment 
and seasonal adjustment software with special focus on Europe (“20170928 
SAUG_web_presentation.pdf”). He stated that some web pages are outdated to some extend 
or even not maintained anymore. 
 
The SAUG agreed that the performance of the groups and the performance of the software are 
only of some value, if the communication to potential users is good. Hence, the web presence 
of the European seasonal adjustment community is seen to be very important and new users 
must not be confused with different names for the same groups or same names for different 
contents. Nonetheless, maintenance is costly in terms of human resources and time.  
  
The SAUG agreed that the most important web site for public relation of the group is the 
seasonal adjustment website on CROS portal. The web presence shall look professional, be 
easy to be maintained and up to date. Thus, the proposal of Andreas to simplify the structure 
of the website was accepted unanimously. Andreas will send a proposal to Dario. The content 
of the child pages for the different groups is in their solely responsibility. The content of the 
SAUG website will be updated by the SAUG members. Dario mentioned that all documents 
should be available without restrictions for the public. Exceptions might be acceptable for 
work in progress. Gian Luigi Mazzi argued that only the latest documents are of interest. 
Older items should be available in an archive. 
 
The members also agreed that the old CROS portal website should not be online anymore. 
Andreas will provide Dario the link which should be removed. 
 
The Eurostat E-Learning course is based on Demetra+ and refers to the old 2009 version of 
the ESS guidelines. Dario proposed that the new documentation wiki (see section 3) shall be 
structured in a way that it can be used as autodidactic training and may replace the online 
course. In the meantime at least a hint on the website of the E-learning course on its archive 
character should be made.  
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Besides the official seasonal adjustment web presence, Wikipedia entries are available for the 
topic of seasonal adjustment in general as well as for Demetra+ in particular. It is generally 
agreed that the webpages should not be outdated, especially concerning the version of the ESS 
guidelines and the recommendation for JDemetra+ rather than Demetra+. All members will 
review the Wikipedia entry in their mother tongue, if available. Furthermore, Sylwia 
volunteered to review the entry on Demetra+ and to write an entry on JDemetra+.  
 
Moreover, the websites of the NSIs and NCBs shall be reviewed concerning a rubric on 
seasonal adjustment. If an institute already owns a web presence on seasonal adjustment the 
software descriptions as well as the links to the software and the links to the community have 
to be checked. If no web presence is available yet, the possibility to enlarge the web presence 
of the institution on seasonal adjustment is to be checked. 
 
After a lively discussion about further possibilities to promote JDemetra+ Dario came up with 
the idea of creating a Twitter account. Jenny created the twitter account “JDemetraPlus” (see 
https://twitter.com/JDemetraPlus). All members are invited to follow JDemetraPlus on twitter 
and invited to advertise the account. If members like to tweet, they can ask Jenny or Dario for 
access.  

8 To do list 
 

Task Responsible Deadline 
Upload of extended results on JDemetra+ survey (draft) Andreas 31.10.2017 
Updates on usage of JDemetra+ survey members 31.10.2017 
Invitation letter to SACE on JDemetra+ usage survey Andreas 31.10.2017 
Upload of extended results on JDemetra+ survey Andreas 31.12.2017 
Structure of the new user documentation Sylwia 15.03.2018 
Possibilities of video production Andreea 15.03.2018 
SAUG group in GitHub Andreas 31.10.2017 
Proposal of new structuring of CROS portal website on 
seasonal adjustment 

Andreas 31.10.2017 

Providing links of old CROS to Dario Andreas 31.10.2017 
Updating the content of SAUG website members  
Upload of latest SAUG documents Andreas 15.11.2017 
Review of Wikipedia entries on seasonal adjustment in mother 
tongue, respectively 

members 31.12.2017 

Writing a Wikipedia entry on JDemetra+ Sylwia 15.03.2018 
Check the web presence of home institution on seasonal 
adjustment 

members 15.03.2018 

 

9 Next meeting 
 
The next meeting will be organised in Lisbon, ideally in the second half of March 2018. 
  
 

https://twitter.com/JDemetraPlus
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