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Nine European Master Of Statistics 
students made up part of the group 

of junior statisticians who visited 
Eurostat in October 2016 as part of 
the "European Statistical Week". At 

the end of the first day of job 
shadowing, we took the chance to 
speak to them about their hopes for 

the future. 

The students from various 
universities in Germany, France, 

Italy, the Netherlands, Slovenia, 
Finland and Sweden, had been 
assigned to job shadow in Eurostat 

units. 

They were all extremely enthusiastic about the shadowing they had done so far, 
explaining how they had been lucky enough to be placed in units which 

corresponded to their main statistical interests. 

Their backgrounds were mixed. Far from having the "luxury" of being full-time 
students, some were studying alongside working full-time, lecturing or even 

undertaking two masters simultaneously. While around half wanted to continue their 
studies to Doctorate level, others were already contemplating life outside of 

academia. Some had also travelled from far afield to study in Europe, whilst others 
had chosen to remain close to home. 

Looking towards the future however, all could agree that any future employment 

should preferably involve a certain degree of creativity rather than routine. As one 
participant stated: "The future is bright for those working in statistics. Statisticians 
and data scientists are now seen as sexy. But I do believe that statisticians are the 

head and data scientists the arm of the scientific body!" 

The future promised further rewards as they saw a statistical background as being 
the gateway to work in many areas, from working in official statistics, to being 

involved in developing public policy, to research in new areas such as perception 
surveys. But all stated their wish that they would like to continue to simultaneously 
develop their specialities with the overarching aim of improving society.Let us hope 

that their aspirations bear fruit and, even better, that one or two find their way to 
work for Eurostat and the ESS one day. 


