
Prove of concept for automatic output checking: points for discussion 

For output produced in the safe centre for European microdata at Eurostat it is required 

that the output is checked on disclosure risks before it can be taken by the researcher. This 

is a heavy burden to Eurostat, also because it requires specialist knowledge both on 

research methods and on the specific data set. Output checking is the major factor that 

prevents Eurostat from making more data sets available as secure use files that can be 

accessed in the safe centre.  

For the sake of the discussion, we will take the legal environment as given. What technical 

or organizational solutions could facilitate output checking? 

1. Volume of output the be checked 

The researcher coming a few days to the Eurostat safe centre in Luxembourg tries to 

produce as much output as possible in a short period, to take it home for analysis. This even 

includes tables aiming at exploring the data and scoping the target population. What can be 

done to reduce the volume? 

2. Diversity of the output 

The disclosure risk depends on the output type. Tables and graphs are inherently a higher 

risk than regression parameters. As a general rule, the disclosure risk is less with more 

advanced and complex techniques. What can be done to move the output to safer output 

types? 

3. Involvement of the researcher 

How can the researcher be more involved in the output checking? 

4. Your comments on the direction of the project on automatic output checking 

The idea of the project on automatic output checking is to technically integrate the output 

checking in the production of the output. This solution seems intuitive, as the disclosure risk 

of the output can usually not be judged just on the basis of the output itself, but needs 

information on how the output was produced. A major advantage is that the researcher gets 

immediate feedback on the potential risks in the output. This allows the researcher to 

reconsider and adapt. Do you have comments or suggestions? 

5. Suggestions for other technical or organisational solutions 

Are you aware of any other technical or organisational solutions for output checking? Do 

you have any ideas that might be worth exploring? 

6. Any other suggestions 

Under this item you can even raise the issue of legal change. We wanted to exclude that 

from the main discussion, as legal change takes considerable time. 


