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• European Data Strategy

• High value datasets

• Data governance act

• Data act

• Expert group on facilitating use of new data sources for official statistics

• Revision of European Statistics Regulation 223/2009

Content



European Data Strategy

• Create a single European data space 

• Data can flow within the EU and across sectors for the 

benefit of businesses, researchers and public administrations.

• Fair, practical and clear rules for access to and use of data

• Clear and trustworthy data governance mechanisms

• European rules and values, in particular personal data 

protection, consumer protection legislation and competition 

law, are fully respected

• Invest in next generation standards, tools and 

infrastructures to store and process data



European Data Strategy

Data Governance Act

• Establish an enabling governance framework for the Common 

European data spaces

• Issues addressed

• B2B data sharing

• Reuse of public sector data

• Facilitate use of voluntary data contributions by individuals or 

businesses for common good

• Creation of governance mechanisms: Data Innovation Board

• Publication of Regulation (EU) 2022/868 of the European Parliament 

and of the Council of 30 May 2022 on European data governance and 

amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1724 (Data Governance Act) on 3 

June 2022 in the OJ
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2022.152.01.0001.01.ENG


European Data Strategy

High-value data sets

• Data with a high commercial potential and that can speed up the emergence of 

value-added EU-wide information products (Open Data Directive of 2019)

• High-value datasets must be available 

• free-of-charge, 

• machine readable, 

• provided via APIs and provided as a bulk download 

• Public feedback on the draft implementing act between 24 May – 21 June 2022

• 130 unique comments received, comments are currently analysed

• Adoption by European Commission in 3rd quarter 2022

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12111-Open-data-availability-of-public-datasets/feedback_en?p_id=30829659
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=PI_COM%3AAres%282022%293905386&qid=1654011907018


20 
of processing

in cloud

• Proposal adopted by the Commission on 23 February 2022

• Objective is to harmonise rules on fair access to and use of data, aka the 

Data Act proposal.

• This is the third horizontal building block of the Commission's data strategy

Data Act proposal 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_273
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Data Act: Proportionate, limited and predictable B2G rules

Data is requested based on an exceptional need:

a) to respond to a public emergency (free)

b) to prevent or to address the aftermath of a public 

emergency (cost + margin)

c) for other exceptional needs (cost + margin)

If request is valid, data must be made available

Public sector body Private sector

Data is 

destroyed 

after use

Existing and future [compliance, 

reporting] sectoral obligations  

(incl. for law enforcement 

purposes) continue to apply

Public sector body must 

demonstrate the 

exceptional need

Private sector body makes data available

Public sector body requests data based on an exceptional need

Public sector body 

or 

Union institution, agency or body

Private sector will benefit from 

streamlined procedures and from 

the “once-only principle”



20 
of processing

in cloud

• Discussion at the Council Working Party on Statistics on 11 May

• ESAC and ESGAB opinions

• Letter from Chair of CWPS to Chair of Telecom WP

• Member States were asked to provide suggestions for changes by 10 June

• Discussions not yet started at EP

Data Act: State of play
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Expert group on facilitating 
use of new data sources for 
official stastistics



Commission Expert Group

High-Level Expert Group on facilitating the use of new data 

sources for official statistics

• created in March 2021

• context: data strategy, from B2G to B2G4S

• 20 experts in personal capacity with wide range of 

backgrounds

• chair and support from Eurostat

• final report published on 28 June 2022



Prioritize actions in four main areas:

• Modernise enabling official statistics to fully ripe the benefits of 

new data sources; 

• Establish fair and effective partnerships between businesses 

and statistical authorities, backed up by legal requirements with 

clear safeguards; 

• Engage citizens to identify the information needs with higher 

societal importance that justify reuse of privately held data 

('social license'); 

• Improve integration of statistical authorities in the wider data 

ecosystem.

Areas in focus



• Balanced partnership approach

• Requirements and safeguards for data reuse

• Cost model and compensation

• Reassessment of ESS quality framework

• Openness to private sector processing methods

• Central data reuse on behalf of the ESS in 
some cases

• Common services and shared infrastructures

• Engaging with citizens and businesses

• Engaging with researchers

• Data stewardship functions

Some recommendations



• Recommendations in line with ESS position 

paper on the reuse of privately held data

• In particular: Support for enforceable obligation 

for businesses to enable data reuse (under 

conditions and with safeguards)

• To be used in revision process of Reg. 

223/2009, e.g. impact assessment and 

outreach activities

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-FT-22-004

Use of the report of the Expert Group

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-FT-22-004


Preparations of the revision 
of the European Statistics 
regulation



• Regulation 223/2009 provides a solid legal framework governing the 

production of European statistics and the functioning of the ESS

• In particular, the Regulation has worked very well in terms of:

• Statistical governance (Chapter II)

• European statistical programme (Chapter III)

• Statistical confidentiality (Chapter V)

• Statistical principles and quality (Chapters I and II)

Strengths of Regulation (EC) No 223/2009
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• Digital transformation effects are not reflected in the Regulation

• New data sources emerged from the use of Internet of Things (IoT) applications

• New players have appeared alongside with the traditional data producers

• New business models, digital services and data usages have been developed

• European Data Strategy has created a new context

• There are growing demands for timelier, more granular and responsive 

European statistics to support EU policies and public debate

Why amending the Regulation ?
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• To seize opportunities provided by digital transformation, in terms of new 

data sources, technologies and data ecosystem players in order to be 

able to meet growing demands for timelier, more granular and responsive 

European statistics to support EU policies and public debate.

• At the same time, not to touch the parts which have proven to work well such 

as governance, institutional roles and operational functioning of the ESS. 

Main objective of the revision
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• European statistics to seek to use all possible primary data sources (beyond 

surveys and administrative data)

• Reuse of privately held data 

(tapping new data sources and promoting multi-source statistics)

• Enhance the development phase of European statistics and increase agility 

of the ESS especially in response to urgent demands

• Foster data sharing within the ESS

• Enabling new roles and tasks for Eurostat and national statistical authorities 

in the emerging data ecosystems

Potential topics/issues to be covered by the revision
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• Describe the situations and conditions for the private sector to make data available for compiling European 
statistics, complementary to traditional data collections and reporting obligations

• Description of  

• Process of establishing the need for using private sector data, 

• Justification of the need, 

• Specification of the data needed, 

• Modalities of data access, ensuring statistical confidentially and data privacy, 

• Treatment of costs

• Include possibilities for different usages of private sector data 
(e.g. for feasibility studies, direct compilation of statistics or improving methodologies and quality)

• Guiding principles as 

• minimising burden on private sector, 

• reducing costs of data collection and 

• transparency of data sharing agreements

• Possibility for private data holders to react to the data request, building upon the Data Act proposal

Unlock the potential of digital data sources for compiling 
European statistics



• Compiling European statistics in domains where the observed phenomena 

are by nature cross-border preserving strong safeguards on statistical 

confidentiality

• Research and development activities by the NSIs

• Reducing burden on private sector and data collection costs to include 

possibility for Eurostat to obtain data at European level and make them 

available to NSIs under strict conditions ensuring statistical confidentiality and 

data privacy

Fostering data sharing in the ESS



• The ESSC expressed general support for a targeted revision of Regulation No 223/2009 on 
European statistics on 29 October 2021

• Creation of a Task Force of 10 DGs to prepare discussion on a potential revision of 
Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 in January 2022

• Dedicated discussion at the High Level Meeting of the ESS hosted by the French 
Presidency of the Council of the EU ion 7-8 April 2022

• Final report of the Commission Expert Group on facilitating the use of new data sources for 
official statistics on 28 June 2022

• A 12-week public consultation on the initiative is foreseen to be launched in July 2022

• The Commission draft proposal for amendment of the Regulation is to be discussed by the 
ESSC in October 2022

• The adoption of the Commission proposal for the revision of Regulation 223/2009 is 
foreseen for Q1 2023

The process: wide consultation following Better 
Regulation approach
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