
                                                                                      

 

Consultation PG TF on ESS Innovation with DIME ITDG Steering Group 

Video conference on 03 March 2022 14-16 

Draft Minutes 

• Welcome and Introduction  

The co-chairs of the PG TF welcomed the participant and introduced the sessions and its goals. 
 

• Discussion 

Document: Background Analysis 
 

The session was chaired by a delegation of the PG TF on ESS Innovation. The discussion revolved around 
4 questions and the corresponding rounds of interventions by the participants. The members of the DIME 
ITDG Steering Group provided many input and ideas that can be summarized by the following lists.  
 

1. Question 1 - Which innovative projects (e.g., new products, more efficient processes, cross 
cutting etc.) are already launched or planned in the domain/scope of your Directors’ Group 
 

• Statistical Product/Process Innovation:  
o Web intelligence - web scraping 
o New data source (MNO, ) - privately held data and access thereof 
o Statistics that respond direct and immediate user needs 
o Measuring digitalization 
o Measuring Networks and the interactions between single entities 

• Technological Enablers  
o Development of Data Labs 
o Use of Open Source Software 
o Invest in replicability and reproducibility of statistics 

• Methodological Enablers  
o use of Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence methods 
o use of synthetic data 
o development and implementation of privacy by design techniques 
o Development and implementation of Data Integration methods- Survey data, admin data, 

privately held data, synthetic- how to bring them all together 
• Human Enablers 

o Improve statistical literacy and data science skills 
• Organisational Enablers 

o Establish Data ecosystems (e.g. web intelligence hub, shared data) 
o Use of Robotic Process Automation (RPA) to streamline non-core processes 
o New collaboration modes (e.g., collaboration with academia) 



                                                                                      

 

o Look for new solutions beyond the ESS, private companies, academia and other 
institutions  

• Quality 
o Develop new quality frameworks for statistics with nontraditional sources 
o Improve timeliness of official statistics 
o User needs at the center of new statistics development 
o Continuous adaptation to new approaches 

• Data collection 
o Explore new data collection modes, including mixed mode data collection and trusted 

smart surveys 
o Explore the potential of Citizen science 
o Reduce burden on respondents - Improve response rate 

 
It was noted that among these ideas there are not many actions that are targeting process 
efficiency (reducing costs). This is an important aspect of innovation and of the ESS innovation 
agenda as it was stressed by the ESSC in its February 2022 meeting.  
 

2. Question 2 - On which topics do you think innovative activities could/should be initiated, 
associated with your domain/scope?  
This questions was partially answered by the replies to question 1 that contains many ideas for 
innovation actions to be initiated on uncharted territories. 
 

• Explore new dissemination channel/methods 
 

3. Question 3 - Are there any challenges from your perspective where you believe the PG taskforce 
on innovation can help? 
 

• Develop new collaboration models 
o Collaboration with academia and external actors 
o Knowledge sharing - tools methodologies and knowledge (like is done with the Web 

intelligence. Share knowledge across NSIs and statistical domains. 
• Financial support (not only grants but also financing from other stakeholders e.g. Commission 

DGs) - Data are gaining importance but statistical office are experiencing budget cuts 
• Secure data access to new sources - data held by international companies/organisations 
• Focus on cross-cutting issues (e.g. European agreements) and key enablers. What the NSIs cannot 

tackle individually can be taken up by the TF. 
 

4. Question 4 - What are the five top priority projects/areas the coming two years? 
 

• Data collection - mixed-mode surveys, multi-source statistics  
• Data integration and enhancement of the existing quality frameworks to cover statistics from new 

data sources and new methods 



                                                                                      

 

• Flexibility in moving from experimental statistics to production 
• Training new skills 
• Explore the use of synthetic data 
• Explore ‘citizen science’ and in general new collaboration models for engaging externals to 

innovate and produce statistics 

Time did not allow the group to indicate if priorities indicated in the MAP are still relevant and need to be 
revisited in the light of the new developments. This will be carried out by written consultation. 

• Next steps and Conclusions 

The DIME ITDG will hold its plenary meeting in June and there will be an item on the agenda dedicated 
to the follow up of this consultation. Participants are invited to provide additional input on innovation 
actions, if any, in particular on Innovation actions that were highlighted by the MAP but may have 
become obsolete. 

 


