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WPJ WebEx Meeting 7 

 

Data and time: 29 January 2020, 12:00 – 13:30 CET 

Participants: 

PL  
Marek Cierpiał-Wolan,  
Dorota Jasiukiewicz, Katarzyna Kapica, Teresa Matuła, Jarosław Napora, Piotr Szlachta, 
Sebastian Wójcik, Łukasz Zadorożny  

NL Shirley Ortega-Azurduy + 1 person 

IT absent 

SK Boris Frankovič 

PT Rui Alves 

BG Galya Stateva 

EL Christina Pierrakou 

DE Tobias Gramlich 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL), leader of WPJ, welcomed all partners at the 7th WebEx meeting. 
He briefly presented the agenda and informed the WPJ team is already working on the J3 
report “Methodological Framework Report” and its draft version will be sent to partners on 
Friday (31st January) for consultation.  

Then, the leader gave the floor to Sebastian Wójcik (PL). 

 

2. Metodological Framework Report 

Sebastian, in his presentation, introduced the assumptions of the J3 report that has already 
been preparing and the thematic areas that he plans to describe in the document. He 
summarized the work done so far in the field of improvement of the quality of frame in 
accommodation statistics, i.e. in the area of pre-processing data gathered through web 
scraping method and those from the frame for tourist accommodation establishments’ 
surveys and linkage process based on the distance method. In the presentation polish 
mathematician showed the results of combining date of tourist accommodation 
establishments for polish town- Rzeszów and discussed issues quality of matching. 
Sebastian also presented the problems that arose during the implementation of the 
process of combining data obtained from web scraping with data from surveys on tourist 
establishments. He asked WPJ partners they have some ideas how to: 

 check the quality of the data linkage in a time-efficient way (currently it is checked 
manually by experts and this is a very time consuming process) and 



2 
 

 classify correctly an accommodation establishment from the portal offering 
accommodation booking according to type of establishment in accordance with the 
statistical classification (label set on the website of the portal may not comply with 
the statistical criterion). 

At the end of the first part of the presentation, Sebastian wondered about the role of QGIS 
tool for combining data and visualisation its results compared to the capabilities of the 
visualisation package in R (entitled “leaflet”). 

With regard to Sebastian's observations, Marek Cierpiał-Wolan invited participants to the  
discussion. 

Shirley Ortega-Azurduy (NL) took the floor and said the QGIS tool can be very useful for data 
visualisation as well as for combining data. The program may use R codes prepared by 
Sebastian till now. At that moment, she emphasised that she would tell more about the 
advantages of the program in part of her presentation. The representative from the 
Netherlands also referred to the map presented by Sebastian, pointing out the need to 
unify the system of geographical coordinates that we use to give accommodation 
establishments x-y coordinates. Different systems may be used in different countries. 

Next topic about “Flash estimates of occupancy of tourist accommodation establishments” 
was presented by Jarosław Napora (PL), representatives of Mathematical Statistics Division 
in Statistical Office in Rzeszów. He showed the preliminary results of estimating the number 
of tourists and estimating the number of nights spent. The estimates concerned the 
Mazowieckie voivodship and included a forecast for two months. A model precision table 
was also presented. MAPE (Mean absolute percentage error) for both models was relatively 
low (2.24% and 3.08%). 

After presentation, Marek Cierpiał-Wolan asked participants what they thought about flash 
estimation and asked for their comments. 

Shirley (NL) pointed out that the topic requires a deeper understanding, comparison of 
situations in other countries and comparison of methodologies. In response, Sebastian said 
that he would soon send R codes allowing partners to practice flash on their own data. 

 

3.  Proposal on Task 3: combining and disaggregating data (NL) 

In this part of the meeting, a representative of the Netherlands – Shirley, presented the 
QGIS tool used in her department.  
At the first stage, she emphasised the purpose of combining and disaggregating data that 
guides the Netherlands in this project. They would like to: improve target population of 
accommodation businesses, comply with target population provided as in Commission 
Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 and improve target population including Airbnb-like 
accommodations (capacity < 10 beds). Then Shirley discussed briefly proposed process 
illustrated on flowchart, including database, tools that might be useful, necessary 
step/activities to carry out to get an interesting output. When Shirley was presenting QGIS 
tool, she pointed out that it is available in all WPJ languages and supports GUI, Python script 
and R script. She also introduced the program and its possibilities on examples of data 
aggregation and disaggregation into a region in the Netherlands. 
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WPJ leader informed that in regional Statistical Office in Rzeszów, we use ArcGIS software.  
 
Sebastian (PL) started the discussion about the possibilities of the QGIS program, asking 
Shirley what type of data can be used as input files to the program. He also argued that he 
sees the advantages QGIS tool in relation to R in visualisation outputs. 
In response, a representative of the Netherlands assured that the input files may have 
different formats (among others shape file, svg  file, etc.), and the exercises would be worth 
carrying out in both R and QGIS program. Then there would be a comparison of how these 
two tools behave and give results. 

Then, Marek (PL) opened discussion about the tool presented by Shirley. He asked partners 
if they had some experience in using QGIS. 
 
None of partners had any experience using tool, but all said they will check possibility of 
using the tool. 
 
4. Summary and any remaining issues 

In this part WPJ leader discussed the topics related to the resources spent (budget) and 
cross-cutting issues. He asked partners for looking at their worked day spending in 
comparison to their established working plan. It is important that all partners spent their 
days in total for the entire project. Marek remind also that WPJ have to cross-cut with WPK 
(Methodology and quality). 
 
At the meeting it was agreed that  

 the J3 report will be sent to Review Board as soon as possible (after receiving 
contributions from partners). The leader answering the question of Shirley, how we 
want to meet the deadline (partners have only 2 days to prepare contributions) said 
that a slight 1 week delay will be acceptable. 

 Sebastian till 14th February will sent partners the code in R for combining data, 
classification establishments to statistical type (category) and preparing flash 
presented by Jarosław Napora (PL).  

 Tobias (DE) undertook to send Łukasz (PL) results of combining data from web 
scraping and tourism surveys for Hesse. 

 

The leader closed the WebEx meeting and invited all partners on the next one. 

 


