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1. The purpose of the meeting 
In addition to getting to know each other better, the main purposes of the meeting were 

1. Give a status of the work on the definition of sharing economy platforms (SEP), discuss the 

SEP tasks in the grant agreement and look at possible alternatives if necessary. 

2. To prepare deliverable 1 on financial transaction data (FTD), i.e. the inventory of FTD in the 

participating countries of WPG, by sharing preliminary findings on the available FTD and its 

metadata in each of the countries, as well as by discussing the writing process of Deliverable 

1 until the deadline 1 October.  

3. To discuss possible approaches for empirical studies on FTD. 

2. Sharing economy platform (SEP) line  
There are several definitions on what SEPs are. One alternative is a “pure” definition limiting to the 

temporary sharing of physical goods between private persons, another and wider definition is to 

allow for businesses whose business plan is earning money on temporary providing physical goods or 

services that in mediated by an internet platform. It was agreed on the meeting that the latter 

definition, corresponding to the definition of “platform economy”, could be an acceptable alternative 

to the pure definition.  

The work so far had revealed that there is insufficient literature on the data maintained by the 

platforms, and thus the grant agreement WPG tasks (Task 5-Task 7) on describing metadata etc of 

platform data using literature, seem not to be possible to complete in a fruitful way.   

Alternative approaches to the above Tasks 5-7 were discussed in the meeting: either 1) contacting 

national platforms to get metadata or 2) to look at the possibilities of using financial transaction data 

to assess the impact of sharing economy onto the economical statistics. The discussion ended in the 

following actions: Giulio Perani (Istat) writes a document about these alternatives, and then this will 

be discussed one week after the Oslo meeting in an informal webex meeting.   

 3. Financial transaction data (FTD) line 
During the presentations where the countries described their FTD infrastructure/metadata, it turned 

out that although there are similarities, there are also many differences.  

For the legal situation, there are many similarities especially within the EU countries. It was agreed 

that the legal situation will be described completely in the general part of deliverable 1, and any 

special situations for each country will be described in this part instead of being presented in the 

country-specific chapters.  

When describing FTD in deliverable 1, the use of many technical terms is probably needed. Guerino 

Ardizzi will write a glossary list to be included in the deliverable.   

To get an overview of the types of FTD in the different countries, Alessandra Righi will together with 

Guerino Ardizzi work on a taxonomy for use in deliverable 1.  

An important challenge when every country is writing about the same topic, although limited to their 

own country, is to avoid multiple paragraphs with the same or similar contents, but instead move 

these to the general part in the editing process. Also, for improving the readability, an executive 

summary will be written.   

Johan Fosen presented an updated plan for the completion of the FTD-part of deliverable 1 before 
the deadline 1 October. During the discussion, it was agreed that the plan is to ambitious since it 
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takes more time to get enough overview of FTD to circulate the country-specific chapter drafts. The 
following updated plan was agreed on:  

• Friday 21 June: date for starting reviewing country-specific chapters in pairs unless agreed 
otherwise with partner (Bulgaria-Portugal, Italy-Slovenia, Germany-Norway) 

• Friday 11 July: updated country-specific chapters drafts (reviewed by partner and afterwards 
updated by country) are sent to Johan Fosen 

• Friday 19 July: updated deliverable 1 sent from Johan Fosen to everyone 

• Friday 2 August: final drafts country-chapters and comments on deliverable 1 sent to Johan 
Fosen 

• Friday 30 August: Deliverable 1 sent to review group 

• About 15. September: Deliverable 1 returned from review group 

• Monday 30 september: Final Deliverable 1 sent to Eurostat 
 

4. Empirical studies on financial transaction data 
Although the empirical studies of WPG will typically not start until end of 2019, the empirical studies 

are an important purpose of WPG, although limited by the data becoming available in time to 

perform such studies. Further, the process for getting data has already started and data should 

ideally be accessed before October, and the identification of promising statistics for empirical studies 

is a part of deliverable 1. Two empirical studies on FTD were presented to give ideas on how such 

empirical studies can be performed and which interesting results it may provide.  

The first study, presented by Jia Zhiyang, was about the possibilities of using card transaction data 

together with purchase transaction data (grocery store receipts with details on products purchased) 

to give statistics on grocery consumption.  

As the second study, Aksel Vestfossen presented attempts to use giro transactions to give statistics 

on the amount of transactions between different types of industries, using the standard industry 

classification. Such flows give e.g. indications on the connections between the different industries. 

To be able to perform an empirical study, human resources must be allocated to this work, and this 

must be done some time before the study start before the resources are allocated to other projects. 

However, before identifying the needed human resources, the empirical study will typically have to 

be identified and planned.    



4 
 

Appendix. The Agenda  

Wednesday 15 May 
 
9:00  Welcome 
9:15  General introduction (Johan) 
9:30  Sharing economy platforms (SEP). Task 0.  

9:30 Brief review of the conclusions (Bulgaria) 
 9:45 Discussion 
10:05   Coffee 
10:20   SEP. Task 5-7. Status, findings so far and plan further 
 10:20 Presentation by Italy 
 10:40 Presentation by Bulgaria 
11:00   Short break 
11:10    SEP. Task 5-7.  Discussion 
12:10  Lunch 
13:10 Financial transaction data (FTD). Task 1-3. Status, findings so far and plan further 
 13:10 Presentation by Italy  
 13:30 Presentation by Slovenia 
 13:50 Presentation by Portugal 
14:10  Break 
14:25 FTD. Task 1-3. Status, findings so far and plan further, contin.  
 14:25 Presentation by Bulgaria 
 14:40 Presentation by Norway 
 15:00 Discussion 
15:40 Coffee 
16:10  Writing deliverable 1 (on task 1-3 and 5-7).      
 16:10 Introduction (Johan) 
 16:20 Discussion 
16:50  Wrap-up 
17:00 End of first day 
19:00  Social dinner (Beijing Palace, Pilestredet 27).  
 
 
Thursday 16 May 
09:00  FTD. Task 4. Presentation of empirical case from Norway (Jia) 
09:50  Coffee  
10:05  FTD. Task 4. Presentation of empirical case 2 from Norway (Aksel) 
11:05  Break 
11:20 FTD. Task 4. Working with empirical studies in WPG  
 11:20 Introduction (Johan) 
 11:35 Discussion 
12:15  Conclusions and way forward 
12:45  Lunch 
14:00  Departure 
 
 


