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To WPC partners ESSnet Big Data II  

Cc  

from Vera Ivanova  

 

subject: Draft minutes 12th WPC meeting ESSnet BD II by WebEx 18nd February 2020 

2020-02-24 

  
Participants  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) - BG   Donato Summa - IT   

Olav ten Bosch - NL   Aidan Condron - IE   

Heidi Kühnemann - DE   Vera Ivanova – technical assistant - BG   

Johannes Kolu - FI     
Johannes Gussenbauer – AT joined at the end of the meeting. Jacek Maślankowski – PL was missing. 

The proposed agenda is:  

1. Starter Kit ver. 1.0: state-of-play  
2. Discussion of answers received on the questions of Heidi 
3. AOB  - feedback from CG Implementation Track meeting regarding common ESS search 
engine and GDPR issues 
 

1. Starter Kit ver. 1.0: state-of-play   
Kosta has uploaded v.1 Starter Kit on GitHub – URL Finder and explained briefly, what he had done. He has 
tested his code with 10% sample of Bulgarian enterprises last year to reduce bugs. He is not sure about ML 
part of code if it is correct. Kosta tried to make it simple without using too many libraries. They are necessary 
to make code user-friendly but not necessary for the main task. He will explain the code next time. A 
discussion followed on what the goal of the starter kit should be. There were two opinions:  

 Demonstrating our web scraping methodology with code that is as simple as possible. Code is 
included in Jupyter notebooks so that the interested reader can see how it works. Code should just 
contain everything necessary for it to work. If NSIs want to implement web scraping, they have to 
ask their own programmers to rewrite/refine the code for their specific use cases. 
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 Creating a package that is imported in the starter kit. Eventually, the package contains 
functions/classes that are as modular as possible with as many parameters as possible, so that the 
functions/methods can be adapted to a specific use case. Functions/methods have default 
parameters that are used in the starter kit. That way, the starter kit is easy to use by statisticians with 
little programming experience. Programmers can see a more detailed manual elsewhere. Parameters 
und new functions/methods can be added to the starter kit later, when we have more time. 

 
Kosta is of the opinion that Starter kit should be a simple thing and will be example for the user how to use 
other solutions. Aiden agreed that the task is not to use it generally but to be a tool to test the methodological 
framework. It should not be the complete solution for all cases for every country, they should be free to use 
their own solution. The WPC participants agreed that a small number of parameters for the start is good and 
we do not need the final solution. The goal is to demonstrate this process and make it simple and flexible 
since we have many solutions in our repository and the countries can choose.  
 
Galya asked Heidi to be the coordinator of the small team for creating the Starter Kit and based on the 
discussions to find a common solution. It was decided to use the WPC repository for the Starter Kit. Galya 
will ask Peter if it is necessary to send the link for Starter Kit to RB and if not we will have time to prepare it 
by the end of March, but if it is to be sent, it should be ready by the middle of March. Galya reminded Heidi 
of the decision taken at the January web-ex meeting that once we are ready with the Starter Kit v.1, we will 
send it to all ESSnet Big data project countries to test it in their national context and to have their feedback 
for v.2.  
 

2. Discussion of answers received on the questions of Heidi.  

Heidi is satisfied with the answers. She had a remark about analysing web scraped data longitudinally: in the 
context of scraping enterprise characteristics, this was not done before and would be an interesting research 
topic for the future. A possibility might be to store scraped data, so that when we want to derive different 
enterprise characteristics in the future, we could also do so using the old data. There are, however, legal 
issues with storing web scraped data. Storing the derived enterprise characteristics is therefore a better 
alternative at the moment. 

3. AOB  - feedback from CG Implementation Track meeting regarding common ESS search 
engine and GDPR issues 

Galya presented briefly the state-of-play on these issues. Olav had shared the idea regarding common ESS 
search engine within the context of Web Intelligence Hub. He prepared the document, which Galya sent to 
all WPC participants and to the member of the CG Implementation track meeting. The main considerations 
about it by the CG are regarding money investment, confidentiality of data, human resources and 
sustainability. Peter is positive about it and Eurostat considered the idea good, they support it, but it is costly, 
so they recommend other alternatives be assessed. The conclusions of the CG meeting are that Olav should 
further develop the idea, the costs, investment, etc., to explain the details in a Business case. When he is 
ready, he will be invited to present it in front of CG. Olav and Galya requested that Eurostat send a template 
for business case for job vacancies as part of the WIH, and is waiting for it. The issue is sensitive but this may 
result in a next ESSnet BD project if we make it our additional deliverable or recommendation from our work 
on WPC.  

Galya informed that as regards GDPR issue, the document developed by Aidan received no reaction from CG 
and Eurostat. She asked Eurostat to send it to their legal department and Kostas resent it to the legal 
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department. Aidan’s document is also sensitive and we are waiting for reaction. Galya announced that our 
webscraping policy template is now on discussion at DIME/ITDG group. 

Conclusions: 

 The comments reflected the agreement of the WPC team that the small number of parameters for 
the start is good and we do not need the final solution. The goal is to demonstrate this process and 
make it simple and flexible since we have many solutions in our repository and the countries can 
choose.  

 Heidi will be the coordinator of the small team for elaborating Starter Kit and based on the 
discussions will unite around a common solution and will use the WPC repository.  

 Galya will ask Peter if it is necessary to send the link for Starter Kit to RB and if not we will have time 
to prepare it by the end of March, but if it is to be sent, it should be ready by the middle of March. 

 Olav will develop a business case for the common ESS search engine but we are waiting for Eurostat 
to send a template for business case for job vacancies. 

 

Next web-ex meeting: 17th March 2020 – 11:00 CET. 


