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Introduction 

The original planning foresaw a final dissemination and communication meeting co-organised by Statbel 

BE and GUS PL on 24 and 25 November 2020, under the name of ‘Big Data for European Statistics 

2020’, abbreviated as BDES 2020, with two distinct objectives: 

 to disseminate and discuss the results of the ESSnet Big Data II project; 

 and to broadly look into and discuss the status and future role of big data, new data sources and smart 

statistics in official statistics and more particularly in the European Statistical System (ESS). 

The covid-19 pandemic, however, making it highly improbable that a full-fledged conference with a 

projected international attendance of 150 people would be possible, the ESSNet Big Data II Coordinating 

Group decided on 8 July 2020 to: 

 cancel BDES 2020 on 24-25 November; 

 and to replace it with: 

 online sessions at the end of November 2020, to disseminate, comment and discuss the 

results of the various workpackages of ESSnet Big Data II; 

 an international conference in Warsaw (PL) in May 2021, if possible by that time, to discuss 

the status and future of big data, smart statistics and new data sources in the light of the 

ESSnet Big Data II results. 

This note is a first outline, for discussion, of the proposals for format, content and programme, dates, 

intended attendance and logistics of both events. 

1. ESSnet Big Data II dissemination sessions 

 Format 

Online, via a conferencing tool allowing the showing of presentations, sound and vision of presenter, 

chat and verbal interaction by attendants. The conferencing tool could be either WebEx or Zoom. 

Experience in CBS has shown that Zoom works quite well for large groups and a paying version 

licensed to CBS could probably be made available at no cost for the ESSnet (Remco has some 

knowhow in this area and could further inform). 

 Content and programme 

 Only a general introduction of ESSnet Big Data II and dissemination of the results, excluding 

‘official’ welcome addresses, keynote speeches, panel discussions on broader topics; 

 organised by workpackage (numbering 11, including WPL Smart statistics), resulting in a 

probable total of 12 sessions, including a general introductory session for the benefit of people 

not familiar with the details of the ESSnet Big Data II project. 

 Dates and sessions 

 End of November 2020; 

 Spread out in time over several days (as many as needed, depending on the number of WP 

sessions per day); 

 Sessions of 2-3 hours (including discussions and participation by the audience), maximally two 

per day (morning and afternoon) 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_statistical_system_(ESS)


 Attendance and invitations 

 Attendance is in principle unlimited and global if passive (streaming), but the actively 

interacting audience will possibly need to be limited, depending on the available bandwidth 

and the number of connections which can be handled simultaneously; but even so the total 

number of people able to attend actively for all sessions combined will probably be larger than 

the originally foreseen total of 150. 

 Invitations have to be sent out actively, to the audiences originally targeted for the Warsaw BDES 

2020 conference; the website will have to be used for further advertising and for inscriptions 

online (not having a website that can be agilely managed, from 12 October 2020 on, will be 

severely handicapping and possibly crippling with regard to this and other organisational 

aspects). 

 Note: presenting results online has the marked advantage that this can be done sequentially, 

unlike a physical conference only able to accommodate this volume of content by parallel 

sessions; consequently, participants do not need to make choices and can attend everything 

they are interested in. 

 Logistics and technical support 

The conferencing tool has to be chosen and procured/installed. Two possibilities seems to present 

themselves: 

 WebEx, if fit for purpose, with or without extra licensing for this particular purpose; 

 Zoom: may be, as mentioned, available from CBS at no extra cost, and works very well if very 

many persons would attend a specific session, and requests for the floor or even the questions 

themselves can be put to the host by chat, a parallel channel next to verbal intervention which 

works very well indeed in lectures or large meetings. 

Responsibilities in hosting, technical support and incident intervention and resolution have to be 

worked out. 

2. Big Data for European Statistics 2021 (BDES 2021) 

 Format 

Full physical conference as originally intended, if the Covid situation allows it, in Warsaw (PL). 

If the Covid situation is not under control, however, by the end of December 2020 (the ultimate 

moment for a decision on this), the fall-back position is a fully or partially online conference. Another 

alternative is hitching on to another Conference (e.g., NTTS) where one or several sessions could be 

dedicated on this particular topic and outlook; in that case the timing and format of the other event 

has to be taken into consideration. 

 Content 

 NOT dissemination of ESSnet Big Data II, already taking care of via online sessions in 

November 2020. 

 But focussing on the other part of the original BDES 2020 conference: the state of affairs and 

future implementation of big data, smart statistics, new data sources, via keynote speeches, 

panel discussions on broader topics and extensive discussions and interaction with the audience, 

both formally in the sessions and informally during coffee breaks, lunches, dinner. 

 Dates and venue 

End of May 2020, two days in Warsaw (PL). The conference might be limited to lunch-to-lunch, as 

the content from the original BDES 2020 (welcome address, some keynote speeches, panel 

discussion, interaction with the audience) can probably be managed in one full day. 

 Attendance and invitations 



 The same maximum attendance as the original BDES 2020: 150 persons; 

 And the same targeted categories: ESSnet Big Data participants, non-participating NSis from 

the ESS, candidate countries and ‘Neighbourhood’ East and West countries, and anyone 

internationally interested; the EC and international organisations involved in official statistics; 

stakeholders from business (data owners and others) and academia. 

 Logistics and technical support 

Very similar to the original BDES 2020 concept but simplified, and hence possibly cheaper. As no 

parallel sessions are needed, one conference room is sufficient (and no third day for a Coordinating 

Group meeting has to be foreseen). 


