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Workshop on Public-Private Partnerships for Mobile Phone Data for use in Official Statistics 

 

Background Information on the Preliminary Agenda 

As announced, the attached preliminary agenda for the workshop is composed of four sessions: 

Session I. Presentation: context and actors 

Session II. Examples of on-going initiatives 

Session III. Core issues regarding access to mobile phone data 

Session IV. Conclusions for the future 

We shall begin by putting the meeting into the appropriate context giving an overview of the European 

research project ESSnet on Big Data and, in particular, of the work package on mobile phone data. Eurostat, 

as a leading actor in the European Statistical System (ESS), will offer a short view on the relevance of the 

digital trace of human activity for Official Statistics and the potentialities and challenges lying ahead. The 

importance of the new digital data sources will be underlined in the context of the ESS Vision 2020, which is 

the common strategic response of the ESS to modernize the production of European official statistics. 

Several initiatives across Europe regarding the use of mobile phone data for official statistics purposes are 

already in progress, mainly at a research stage. Three diverse examples of on-going collaborations between 

mobile network operators and official statistics producers will be offered. The principal lessons from these 

experiences will be debated about in the proposed round table for the first day. We shall exchange views on 

the mutual benefits and challenges of these collaborations. We shall tackle questions such as effort sharing 

in potential partnerships for the research and production of statistics out of mobile phone data, prospective 

contributions of official statisticians in terms of expertise and official data, and development of common 

methodological and technological solutions to challenges. 

In the second day we shall concentrate on the diverse aspects regarding the access to mobile phone data for 

official statistics producers. We will offer an overview of the many different issues involved such as privacy 

and confidentiality, legal regulations, combination with official data, intellectual property rights and industrial 

secrecy requirements, data aggregation vs. microdata, etc. We plan to offer a view both from the Official 

Statistics and MNOs perspectives. This will be complemented with a tour-de-table giving the opportunity to 

participants to express their views and opinions about these many questions. 

We shall finish with a closing session gathering the main conclusions and important proposals for common 

work in the immediate future. 

All in all, the workshop stands as a perfect occasion to express your ideas and expectations about the 

collaboration with official statistics producers to provide more value to your data. In due time, we will provide 

participants with practical information for the stay in Luxembourg and more detailed information about the 

participative sessions to facilitate your contribution. 

 


