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Workshop on Public-Private Partnerships for Mobile Phone Data for use in Official Statistics 

 

Background Information 

Digital technologies are becoming embedded into everyday life. These technologies are generating ever 

increasing volumes of data giving rise to the phenomenon of big data. These data may contain digital footprints 

which can then used to gain new insights into human activity. While commercial applications of these 

technologies are already being exploited, there is also an opportunity to incorporate big data sources into the 

production of the official statistics to inform public policy. 

The European Statistical System (ESS) is the partnership between Eurostat, the National Statistical Institutes 

and other national authorities responsible for European Statistics in the EU, the EEA and EFTA countries. 

The ESS has responded to the opportunities and challenges of big data by launching a series of activities to 

explore how it can be used for official statistics purposes. A key initiative is a Big Data ESSnet, a collaborative 

project exploring a number of aspects of big data. 

One of these is a pilot to explore the use of mobile phone data and the associated technological, 

methodological and quality challenges of this using these data for the production of official statistics.  

A major issue is that of data access. There are already a number of initiatives and ongoing discussions 

between National Statistical Institutes and Mobile Network Operators within the ESS. The purpose of this 

workshop is to exchange experiences and provide examples of fruitful collaboration. It is intended to provide 

a strong platform for future collaboration. 

The proposed agenda is as follows: 

 

Session I. Presentation: context and actors 

Session II. Examples of on-going initiatives 

Session III. Core issues regarding access to mobile phone data 

Session IV. Next steps 

 

The plan is to organize roundtable discussions to offer all participants to provide their views. 

 


