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Replacements/Guests: 
    

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the twenty-ninth meeting of the Coordination Group 
of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 29). This is the pilot track meeting. 

Alex, Kostas and Florian didn’t attend with notification. Alex sent a briefing to 
Peter about his WP. David had to leave the meeting early due to other 
commitments so his WP was discussed first at the state of affairs.  

Three weeks ago Peter submitted the request for amendment of the grant 
contract till the end of June next year. The aim is to have BDES 2021 as a physical 
event at the end of May in Poland, but it is of course not yet certain it can actually 
take place. The amendment process will take some time, it is at its initial stage. The 
amendment is also relevant for the last two deliverables of WPI which are, as 
agreed earlier, delayed to the first quarter next year. 

 

2. Resources spent 

From one partner information wasn’t received. For the ESSnet as a whole there is a 
very small overspending in euros (spending is at 103,1%) on personnel costs while 
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there is a small underspending in days (99,0%). Due to the corona crisis it is 
obvious that the realization of travel costs is less than budgeted.  

At this moment there is no need to take any measures. Concerning the pilot track, 
there are some differences between partners. If necessary these will be discussed 
bilaterally outside the meeting.  

At the end of the project we will consider how to deal with the effect of the corona 
crisis on the budget. This must be done taking into account the budget lines and 
with permission of Eurostat. 

For the WPs of the pilot track the days to be spent in 2021 will be limited to the 
BDES 2021 conference and providing information for the final report. WPA will of 
course also spend days for its activities. 

The CG meetings in 2021 won’t continue periodically but there will be one or two 
meetings (probably one for the conference and one for closing the project). The 
final payment will be done by Eurostat when all formalities (final reports, content 
wise and financially) are done. Then Statistics Netherland also finalizes the 
payments to the partners, hopefully before the end of next year. 

 

3. Preparation of the virtual dissemination event (BDES 2020 in November) 

Marc has four points to mention: 

- Publicity: The organization has sent out about 400 invitations on 18 September 
2020, with some follow-up and additional mails later on.  
In order to maximize attendance at your session, please forward the BDES 
2020 invitation mail (received 18 September) within your network. 

- Attendance: The previous Polish report showed that there was already a total 
number of 180 inscriptions, which may well have increased to about 200 by 
now. Marc will send an overview of the attendants so WP leaders can have an 
idea where attendants come from and their background which can be relevant 
to preparing the presentations. 

- Presentations: Everybody knows that presentations have to be made. Please 

send the presentations to Marc and he will upload them so that there is a 

backup available when there might occur technical problems. Also register 

yourself otherwise you won’t get the link to the session. There is also a page 

with information on presenters for the public. Although not mandatory, 

presenters may send a picture of themselves and also send some biographical 

lines for background. Further a FAQ has been setup, look at it and if 

information is missing please inform Marc. An overview of the dates and time 

slots is added at the end of these minutes. 

- Technical and license issues: We do hope no technical problems will occur 

during the presentations and we try to minimize this as much as possible. 

There are some small webinar license issues which we try to solve beforehand. 
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Peter emphasizes to share the BDES information as much as possible. At the next 
full CG meeting, the main agenda point will be the preparation for the virtual 
conference and outstanding points should have been solved by then as much as 
possible. 

Johan wonders if presentations should be recorded beforehand in case there are 
technical problems. Marc replies by explaining this is the reason that each 
presentation must be sent centrally to him as well. In case of technical problems 
(i.e. login problems, audio problems) the technical assistance can then be done 
centrally. Of course we will test the environment in advance.  

 

4. WPK: State of affairs 

As Alex couldn’t attend the meeting he briefed Peter: 

Deliverable K9, revised methodological report, and deliverable K11, report 
describing the quality aspects, have been sent to the Review Board. 

Deliverable K10 and K12 will follow by the end of October by Jacek and Piet during 
Alex’s absence. So WPK is on track and all four deliverables will be final by the end 
of November.  

WPK already made an agenda for their presentations at BDES 2020. Five persons 
will present WPK work there.  

The Review Board will give feedback on the last two deliverables in time. 

 

5. WPG to WPJ: State of affairs 

WPG: 

WPG is on track, waiting for the comments from the Review Board to incorporate 
them. According to Lilli the comments will be received in time. 

WPG is preparing the conference in November, there will be 4 presenters. 

Considering the underspending of resources, this is due to the fact that less data 
was received than hoped for but WPG anticipated this earlier on in their 
deliverables, as discussed in previous CG meetings. 

WPH: 

On the 16th of October WPH revised the second deliverable (H2) based on the 
suggestions for improvement by the Review Board. Also on the 16th the last 
deliverable was sent to the Review Board. For deliverable H2 WPH has informed 
the Review Board of the way their comments were taken into account. In some 
cases not all comments could be taken on board. Peter mentions that there is 
actually no need for an iteration with the Review Board except for special cases. 
Their role is to give comments so that the deliverables can be improved but they 
do not judge the deliverable in the way a journal does for acceptance or rejection. 
Lilli understands the remark of Marek. The Review Board realizes that it is not easy 
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to fulfill the comments but it’s up to the WP leader to decide how to cope with it 
and take comments (partially) into account or not. Deliverable H2 can now be put 
on the portal (by Peter).  

Furthermore, the information received from Marc was sent to all partners in the 
WP with a question who would be willing to give a presentation at the conference. 

WPI: 

By the end of this week a draft version of deliverable I6 will be available on the 
wiki, including a section with a description of the construction of origin/destination 
matrices based on real experience between ISTAT and an MNO operator. Use is 
made of the BREAL developed by WPF. When feedback is received from the 
Review Board this will be incorporated as soon as possible.  

There is an issue with the first deliverable (deliverable I1 on getting access to data). 
One of the points was a study on different collaborations between NSIs and MNOs 
to be carried out by university experts. The result should be a written report, for 
which budget was reserved. Due to the second wave of the pandemic and its 
impact on the beginning of the academic course this collaboration could not take 
place. Fortunately, INSEE proposed to solve this issue because they work closely 
with an expert formerly working as head of the telco regulator in France and this 
expert is willing in principle to write this report. Specific details about this 
collaboration are still under investigation. As the approach will largely be 
orientated to the French situation, we must see how we can translate this more 
generally to be used for the rest of the ESS as well. WPI will take care of this. As a 
consequence, the costs for the report will need to be shifted from INE to INSEE. 

All other work is going according to the latest agreed planning. WPI is fully on 
dissemination mode and also participates in other conferences and is writing for 
journals as well.  

Peter asks Lilli if the Review Board manages to finish comments in time for WPI. 
Although a little behind, feedback is planned by the end of next week. In 
December time is set apart for WPI also.  

The solution to the contractual issue (report) is supported by the coordinator, 
since INSEE can take care of this and this is also within the available budget. 
Albrecht supports the solution, provided that the collaboration scenarios are 
clarified for the European context. David will make sure that a European view by 
WPI will be included in deliverable I.1 so each country can follow this. Final 
confirmation of this solution will be communicated as soon as possible. 

WPJ: 

For the last deliverable, J5, which covers 300 pages, the comments received from 
the Review Board will be incorporated in the revised version next week.  

WPJ also prepared videos and wonders whether the videos can be uploaded on 
the wiki. This, however, would be difficult, for reasons of space and since the wiki 
will close in December. It would be better to put them on the CROS portal of 
Eurostat if possible. Albrecht agrees that videos are quite large and that there are 
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storage issues. However, Eurostat has a user login on YouTube and you can link 
form another website to it. But he has to confirm this and get back to it later 
(which account, how to upload, etc.). 

Marek explains that source codes are also uploaded on GitHub and in the final 
report links are added.  

Finally, the overspending by Italy is more than budgeted but is relatively still small, 
only 6,5%. 

 

6. Matters to be coordinated with WPF  

WPF will release the revisited deliverable F1 this week. F1 concerns the business 
layer. The revised version is not uploaded yet because Monica wants to 
incorporate the comments of the Review Board on deliverable F2 first, since this 
may have consequences for F1. 

The second deliverable F2 is the application and information layer which also 
contains 4 appendixes for the implementation WPs with concrete examples of the 
usage of the architecture by these WPs.  

The release of F1 and F2 will be done as one package with all comments from the 
Review Board and users taken into account so that it is much more coherent. 

Peter is pleased with the 4 appendixes. Results are also used outside this ESSnet 
project at the ESSnet Trusted Smart Surveys. The best result would be if this 
becomes a European standard. For the portal Albrecht must reject the already 
uploaded deliverable so that we can upload the latest version. Albrecht also 
mentions the relevance of the architecture to the activities concerning WIN (web 
intelligence network). 

 

7. Any remaining issues 

As in the previous track meeting, Albrecht mentions the need for correctly dealing 
with copyrights, licenses for codes and developed software (mainly on GitHub). 
Recently there was an internal training about these topics at Eurostat. After a small 
discussion it is decided that before the virtual conference every WP will have a 
closer look at their deliverables to be sure that copyrights, licenses, intellectual 
property etc. are not at stake, in order to prevent legal issues.  

Peter refers to the NTTS conference next year for which the deadline for 
submitting abstracts was the 15th of October. This conference is in between the 
two BDES conferences. Please tell Peter if your WP will do a presentation or submit 
a paper. Peter will inform the organizers at the end of October or beginning of 
November so that they can take this into account when composing sessions. He 
already received information from WPF (3 contributions) and WPL (1 contribution). 

Marek Morze remarks that the 11th of November is a national Holiday in Poland so 
both Mareks may not attend that meeting. Peter will see whether it is possible to 
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shift the meeting to another date close by and will ask the WP leaders to react to 
alternative dates. 

 

 

 

Overview of online sessions: 

 

1. ESSnet Big Data: Introduction and Overview (Peter Struijs):  
Monday 23 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

2. WPF Process and architecture (Monica Scannapieco):  
Monday 23 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

3. WPB Online Job Vacancies (Tomaž Špeh):  
Tuesday 24 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

4. WPC Enterprise Characteristics (Galya Stateva):  
Tuesday 24 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

5. WPD Smart Energy (Arko Kesküla):  
Wednesday 25 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

6. WPE Tracking Ships (Remco Paulussen):  
Wednesday 25 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

7. WPK Methodology and Quality (Alex Kowarik):  
Thursday 26 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

8. WPG Financial Transaction Data (Johan Fosen):  
Thursday 26 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

9. WPI Mobile Networks Data (David Salgado):  
Friday 27 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

10. WPH Earth Observation (Marek Morze):  
Friday 27 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

11. WPJ Innovative Tourism Statistics (Marek Cierpiał-Wolan):  
Monday 30 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

12. WPL Preparing Smart Statistics (Natalie Rosenski):  
Monday 30 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
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Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-11-11 

Pending 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (30) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-23 to 

2020-11-30 

2 sessions 

per day 

Conference BDES 2020 (dissemination sessions)  

 

Virtual meetings 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 

 
 


