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1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the twenty-fifth meeting of the Coordination Group 
of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 25). This is the pilots track meeting. 

Marc, Monica, Kostas, Alex, Lilli and David didn’t attend with notification. David 
was replaced by Sandra Barragán. Albrecht joined the meeting later due to other 
commitments. 

In the portal all deliverables due so far have been uploaded and there are no red 
flags except for the 3 deliverables of WPI which were rescheduled. This is very 
good, especially given the pandemic. 

The approval from Eurostat stays behind, only the deliverables of WPA and WPB 
have been approved so far. 
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2. Resources spent 

Information from all partners was received. For the ESSnet as a whole there is a 
small underspending (spending is at 86%) on personal costs. Due to the corona 
crises it is obvious that the realization of travel costs is less than budgeted.  

At this moment there is no need to take any measures. Concerning the pilots track 
WPs, two WPs have an underspending (WPG and WPI) and two WPs have an 
overspending (WPH and WPJ). Within WPH and WPJ several partners have already 
spent more days than was budgeted for the project in total. WP leaders don’t have 
any influence on this, they manage their WP as contracted in the grant. Some 
partners may have under estimated the days and some partners don’t have 
difficulties in spending more days. All know that they won’t get reimbursed for the 
extra days. 

At the end of the project we will consider how to deal with the effect of the corona 
crisis on the budget.  

 

3. Communication and dissemination 

Communication 

There is nothing pending. All minutes, documents, deliverables are on the wiki. For 
WPI, David has made a glossary which is very helpful.  

If other WPs have glossaries, definitions, annexes with explanations please send 
them to Marc and he will upload the information on the wiki. 

BDES2020 

As mentioned in previous meetings, due to the pandemic there are five options for 
BDES2020: 

- Full Monty 
- Canceling the conference 
- Postpone the conference until spring next year (e.g. May 2021) 
- Semi-virtual (partly physical in Warsaw and others attending remotely) 
- Completely virtual conference 

In the implementation track meeting Monica remarked that the outcome is 
important for the organization of the work to be done, not only regarding the 
deliverables of the project but also for the preparations for the conference. 
Further Monica found it reasonable that the complete CG group will be informed 
about the possible outcome so they can give a reaction and feedback before 
making a final decision.  

Last week the state of affairs was discussed in a WebEx meeting after the 
implementation track meeting. Also the remark of Monica was discussed and 
agreed upon, so in the regular CG meeting of 8th July the considerations for the 
options will be put forward in the meeting for feedback and decision. 
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4. WPK: State of affairs 

As Alex couldn’t attend the meeting he had briefed Peter: 

The draft methodological report has just been published and WPK is working on 
revising it. The other deliverables are on track but to get and use as much input as 
possible from the other WPs it would be important that WPK gets the draft 
deliverables also in CC to have them early on. 
 
 

5. WPG to WPJ: State of affairs 

WPG: 

Instead of the face-to-face meeting two WebEx meetings on two days were held. 
Preliminary findings of the case studies were presented. 

Concerning the Sharing Economy Platforms (SEP) there is the problem that 
relevant empirical indicators of sharing economy to compare between two (or 
more) countries can’t be found and WPG suggested to broaden the scope to e-
commerce. For this agenda point Albrecht had joined the meeting and had 
suggested to use the remaining time to write about the issues of the indicators, 
describe the definitions of sharing economy, collaborative economy, and platform 
economy, and also write about the WP view on the future. If time allows, the e-
commerce perspective can also be included. All partners found this suggestion very 
helpful and useful and WPG will go on forward this way. 

Johan hasn’t heard from the Review Board if deliverable G4 can be postponed with 
one month as asked earlier. Peter will ask Lilli after the meeting to react.  

WPH: 

During the WebEx meeting on the 28th of May (no the face-to-face meeting could 
be held) current activities on the case studies were reported on by the partners. 
Questions and answers were exchanged. Minutes and reports have been uploaded 
on the wiki.  

Due to the pandemic some partners have problems getting full access to data so 
the work done isn’t at the normal pace as expected. Marek wonders if remaining 
work can be done after the review deadline. Peter answers that a small delay 
should not be a problem under the circumstances. There are two options, first 
deliver in time and add remaining elements afterwards and second delay the 
whole deliverable. The first option is chosen. Of course the Review Board must be 
informed anyhow. 

The draft version of the final report will be ready by the end of September and the 
final version by the end of October, after adjustment following the comments of 
the Review Board. 

For the 10th of September a WebEx meeting is planned where also the BDES 
conference in November is on the agenda. Of course this depends on the outcome 
of the decision on the organization of the BDES conference.  
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WPI: 

WPI has made a lot of progress. Draft versions of deliverables on methodology and 
on standards and metadata have been sent to the Review Board and also uploaded 
on the wiki. The draft report on quality will be finished and sent to the Review 
Board by the end of July.  

Tools for proof of concepts on statistical methods are already in a state that they 
can be used by others.  

Also, access for real data has finally started. The working area on the wiki has been 
updated for this progress. As mentioned earlier, the glossary is now on the wiki. 

WPJ: 

WPJ has delivered the technical report (J4) containing a prototype of IT 
infrastructure including program languages, downloading processes and methods 
of data analysis to the Review Board one week before the deadline. 

In the WebEx meeting on the 28th of May issues and case studies were discussed, 
as were IT solutions for experimental statistics. Also an evaluation is done on 
Strength and Weaknesses of solutions, for which Germany will make the final 
report. 

Instead of the face-to-face meeting a WebEx meeting will be held on the 9th of July. 
On the agenda are models with innovative solutions, satellite tourism issues 
(prototype information system) and preparations for the final report. 

 

6. Matters to be coordinated with WPF  

As Monica couldn’t attend, no new information was available. Peter remarks that 
also WPF would have advantage of getting deliverables from other WPs already in 
their draft version, as this informs the work on the last WPF deliverable. 

 

7. Any remaining issues 

Parallel to the ESSnet there is a Group on the Use of Privately Held Data, which 
aims at finding ways to get sustainable data access. The Group works under 
DIME/ITDG, for which the experiences and findings of the ESSnet are very relevant. 
Albrecht, Kostas and Peter participate in that Group, as does Monica. The Group is 
currently working on use cases for getting access to big data sources, in order to 
convince the Commission and other stakeholders to adjust the legal framework 
accordingly. In this context Peter may approach WP individual WP leaders to ask 
for input. 
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Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-07-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (26) WebEx meeting 

2020-09-16 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (27) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (28) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (30) 

(Preparation Dissemination) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-11-(24-

25-26) 

3 days Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings on the 26th  

BDES 2020 - Warsaw 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 

 
 

 


