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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data II 

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ) √ 

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA)  Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB)  Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC)  Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD)  Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Anke Consten (PL WPE)   Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)   Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG) √ Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH) √ Florian Keusch (Review Board Member)  

 

Replacements/Guests: 
    

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the fifteenth meeting of the Coordination Group 
of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 15). This is a Pilot Track meeting. 

Alex has to leave the meeting earlier because of other obligations. Lilli, Monica 
and Natalie have notified Peter that they would not be present. (Marc 
unexpectedly couldn’t attend the meeting and sent notification afterwards.) 

The minutes of the meeting of the 9th of October of the Implementation Track 
are already on the wiki. 

 

2. WPK: state of affairs and intermediate meeting in Vienna 

Vienna meeting 

The dates have already been set and communicated in former CG meetings 
and are on the wiki as well. 

The complete time schedule for the second intermediate meeting has not been 
set yet, only the start at 09:30 AM on the 11th of December and the end at 
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15:30 PM on the 12th of December. Both intermediate meetings will be held at 
the venue of Statistics Austria. 

The set-up of the meeting will be different compared with the kick-off meeting. 
The topics of the draft agenda are as follows: 

Results session: 

WP subsessions considering the first results and focus on results to be 
disseminated in the future. Each subsession followed by questions and 
a broad discussion at the end of the session. 

Typification session: 

A typification matrix has been set up and a questionnaire  will be sent 
beforehand to the WP leaders to prepare a short presentation at the 
session. Further the process will be the same as in the results session. 

Methodology session: 

Also a questionnaire and the same process as the former topic. 

In general the presentations, questions and discussion should also 
cover issues which occurred. The answers can be used by others 
(lessons learned). 

Quality session: 

The input for this session is the draft quality report which is on the 
confluence wiki.  

There are two more topics on the agenda. First, the next steps for the quality 
guidelines. Second, the interaction with WPF, process and architecture: how to 
involve them in the WP and also as input for WPF itself. 

On the question if parallel sessions should be on the agenda, all WP leaders 
agree that no parallel sessions are needed in Vienna. 

Peter is pleased with the preparations and he has a few comments: 

- Time should be available for cross-cutting issues such as finance and 
administrative matters, the discussion concerning the connection between 
the work of the ESSnet and Working Groups and Task Forces at Eurostat to 
have the results landed in the ESS, and the use of results for course 
purposes.  

- One member of the Review Board will attend both meetings in Vienna. 
- The number of participants is expected to be higher than at the kick-off 

meetings. Although this has to be confirmed later, a number of 40 
participants is at the moment the best guess. 

Kostas will be pleased if at the Vienna meeting hints and tips will be put 
forward for the future concerning (the converging of) multi source statistics 
which was also in a topic in the last meeting of the Task Force Big Data.  

Alex took note of the remarks and will act accordingly. 
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Specifically on WPK: 

The WP has finished the set-up of the typification matrix. Explanation about 
the matrix by video has been developed by Portugal. For methodology and 
quality there is also progress in the design of templates and video explanation. 

The questionnaires for the Vienna meeting will be sent to the WP leaders in 
the first week of November at the latest.  

The aim is to finish the quality guidelines by the end of October and send them 
to the Review Board. On the (draft) first part comments were already received 
from the Review Board and also from other WPs. The deliverable must be 
ready at the end of November in which all comments must have been dealt 
with. 

 

3. WPG to WPJ: state of affairs 
 
WPG: 

The first deliverable will be sent to the Review Board by the end of November. 
The comments will be discussed within the review group of the WP for making 
the final version. 

The changes in the resources concerning shared economy platforms have been 
agreed on by all members of the WP. For the final outcome and report by the 
coordinator and also for Eurostat the details of the adjustment of the budget 
are needed. Johan will send the information to Peter and Martin. 

Progress is also being made concerning case studies (IT, NO, SI). 

WPH: 

The interim technical report was ready by the end of September. All 
participants worked with the same methodological framework so the lay-out of 
the outcome is similar, which is good for comparison reasons.   

Although the case studies are all going quite well, the Belgium colleagues have 
some difficulties with getting free data of good aerial images for crops during 
the year. The only information they now have is aerial images taken once a 
year in winter time. Nevertheless they continue exploring and seeking for  
funds for acquiring information with sufficient frequency and resolution, and 
they are engaging with professionals to analyse the data.  

There has been contact with Eurostat (Albrecht) to support remote sensing 
data on the European level. A two-days international workshop 
"Modernisation of agricultural statistics" was organized in October in Poland by 
the Agriculture department of Eurostat and GUS. In the future the Polish will 
also take part in several events. 

In the last WebEx meeting the mid-term report was discussed and the team is 
now waiting for the comments from the Review Board. 

Peter remarks that comments from the Review Board might have some small 
delay because of the fact that at the same time many deliverables have to be 
reviewed. Concerning the Belgian approach, this seems to make sense and 
from the coordinator’s point of view Belgium can go ahead.  
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For Eurostat this approach is probably also okay but Albrecht would like to 
receive further information on the Belgian plans from Marek. As unfortunately 
Albrecht was not aware of the workshop, Marek will send him the link to the 
summary of the workshop and the presentations. 

WPI: 

The data simulator is considered operational within the ESSnet and there is 
also interest from Eurostat to use the data simulator for training purposes  
(including EMOS master).  

Knowing that the deliverable is being prepared further with these users in 
mind, this might cause a small delay of three weeks. David has already 
informed the Review Board on this. 

Methodology is advancing very well. Some countries are already busy with 
testing the methods in software. 

Getting access to data is going slow but there are promising contacts in France, 
next year there will be discussions about details. Spain is still in contact and 
there will be, hopefully, good news within a few months. Peter remarks that at 
some point clarity will be needed as to the actual possibilities to produce 
statistics using this data source, as the bottleneck of data access has been in 
focus now for quite some time. David explains that knowledge is expanding 
and therefore the position is getting better for negotiations. In the Vienna 
meeting he will inform what the state of the art is and what can be expected 
from the MNOs. 

The other tracks are following the ones above and will start next year.  

WPJ: 

The deliverable of the interim technical report about preliminary results has 
been sent to the Review Board and has been uploaded on the wiki. 

In different countries visualisation tests are carried out with the webscraping 
tool.  

Work is ongoing regarding the possibilities of smart statistics systems 
concerning multiple types of sources, smart city systems, etc., which in the end 
can be used as a guideline for other partners. 

 

4. Matters to be coordinated with WPF 

Peter mentions that he is in contact with Monica and Alex about the Vienna 
meeting. 

 

5. Any remaining issues 

Regarding the Q2020 conference in Hungary, David remarks that some time 
ago the idea was to have a session on the ESSnet, with presentations from 
three WPs. Is there any news about the agenda? Peter confirms that that is still 
the idea. Earlier this month a website was launched for the conference. Peter 
will follow this up.  
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Concerning the meetings of the CG in 2020, Martin has prepared a draft, which 
will be sent to the WP leaders within a week. This will be on the agenda of the 
CG meeting of 20 November. A decision will then also be made on the track 
meetings originally planned for December. Of course, the preparation of the 
Vienna meeting will be an important point on the agenda of the next CG 
meeting. 

Peter would like Monica and Alex to have the draft agendas available a week 
before the CG meeting of November, to be distributed together with the 
agenda. The current versions of the two agendas look very different so it would 
be good if Alex and Monica could tune them. 

 

 
 

Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2019 and 
Dissemination conference BDES 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2019-11-20 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) WebEx meeting 

2019-12-04 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation WebEx meeting 

2019-12-9/10 13:00 begin 

16:00 end 

Mid-term meeting Track Implementation, 

organized by WPF 

Vienna Austria 

2019-12-11/12 9:30 begin 

15:30 end 

Mid-term meeting Pilots Track, organized by 

WPK 

Vienna Austria 

2019-12-18 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots WebEx meeting 

2020-11-24/26 to be 

decided 

Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings (26th) 

Warsaw Poland 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 

 


