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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Piet Daas (PL WP 8, Review Board)) √ 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1)  Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) (until 11:30) √ Lilli Japec (Chair of Review Board)  

Toomas Kirt (PL WP 3) √ Anders Holmberg (Review Board)  √ 

Anke Consten (PL WP 4)  √ Faiz Alsuhail (Review Board)  

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WP 6) √   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

    

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the 26th meeting of the Co-ordination Group of 
the ESSnet Big Data (CG). The meeting will not be attended by Nigel, Lilli and 
Faiz. They have sent notifications, and Nigel has briefed Peter.  Monica has to 
leave earlier, Anna, Tomaž and Piet attend the meeting together from Lisbon. 

 

2. Resources spent   

For this overview every partner was able to give an update. The last time it 
seemed that there would possibly be an underspending at the end of this SGA 
but the update shows that that isn’t the case anymore. 

There will be two more rounds for asking resources spent, one before the Sofia 
meeting and the final round. In the next round more detailed questions will be 
asked in order to smoothen the final round. 

Some reallocation will be done because of the withdrawal of Denmark, 
meetings and other amendments. After the final round it is the intention to 
reimburse as much as possible of the resources actually spent, respecting the 
guidelines just like this was done at the end of SGA-1. 
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Overspending must be in line with work done for the deliverables. Countries 
that are not leading a workpackage may be contacted for justification if the 
overspending is substantial. Overspending (and underspending) may also 
relate to differences in staff level during the project. 

 

3. Meetings in Sofia    

a: BDES 2018 

The preparations are right on track and everything is under control. The 
attendance is very good, it is expected that there will be 95 people (apart from 
the Bulgarian attendees), which was the goal. There is even a waiting list now. 

Next week an e-mail giving some background will be sent by Marc to those 
who give a presentation or is discussant. The assumption is that the discussant 
doesn’t give a presentation but gives a talk and leads the discussion. Action: 
Marc 

Within the timeslot (see wiki) each workpackage leader has some flexibility 
concerning the content. Focussing on the key message the workpackage leader 
wants to convey to the audience, and showing the usability of the results for 
others is very important. There is no need to be exhaustive. Keeping enough 
time for discussion is also important.  

The role of the discussant is not to have comment on the work done in the 
workpackage but give his/hers own perspective and reinforce the message and 
outcome of the workpackage. This is meant to work as a teaser or appetizer to 
start the discussion about the topic with the audience. If there are no 
spontaneous questions from the audience, the discussant must have one or 
two questions in reserve. Please make sure that there is coordination between 
the discussant and the workpackage leader beforehand.  

There is no formal closing date for registering for BDES 2018 but Peter suggests 
that this may now be needed (end of April?). Marc will take care of this. 

b: CG 27 Sofia 

There are no comments on the draft agenda for the next CG meeting in Sofia. 
Concerning the evaluation Peter asks if asking for input in advance would make 
sense, or would be too much trouble. 

It is agreed that a preliminary collection of input is a good idea to organise the 
evaluation on specific topics. Albrecht wants to go further than only asking for 
lessons learned, and also ask about the realisation of the objectives: what has 
been improved, are concrete outputs also usable for the next step, in new 
domains, for research, production, etc. Peter agrees, but also remarks that in 
the afternoon the next step will be on the agenda so the evaluation must 
target SGA-2. He will tune his e-mail about the evaluation with Albrecht 
beforehand. Action: Peter 

Final report: In SGA-1 there were two reports, a content report and an 
administrative report. For SGA-2 the proposal is to do it the same way. This is 
agreed upon by all workpackage leaders and Eurostat. Peter reminds the WP 
leaders that only work done in May is eligible for payment, so please start as 
soon as possible with your contribution to the final report. 
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Extra CG WebEx meeting 20th of June: There is no CG meeting scheduled after 
the Sofia meeting and it would be good if we could coordinate the draft 
versions from the workpackage leaders for the final report. So an extra CG 
WebEx meeting is suggested. The idea is accepted and the date is suitable for 
all.  

c: ESSnet Big Data II 

Peter has sent an e-mail to the big data focal points of the ESS to consider 
participating in the next ESSnet Big Data project and asking in which 
workpackage they are interested. The deadline is 24th of April and so far 5 
countries have already replied (Germany, Romania, Austria, Denmark and 
Ireland). 

The e-mail also contained a question on the intention to attend the meeting in 
Sofia on the 16th of May in the afternoon. For those not attending the meeting 
in Sofia, a WebEx meeting will be organised shortly after the Sofia meeting. 

In the Sofia meeting no decisions will be made. The purpose is to put questions 
on the table, collect opinions and interests in workpackages and leadership. 
For workpackages that have a follow-up in the next ESSnet, there is a 
preference for continuing working with the same workpackage leaders. 

On the 13th of April Peter had a meeting in Luxemburg with Eurostat for the 
preparations towards the new contract. The call for the new contract is 
expected to be made public on the 15th of May. An earlier date, before the 
Sofia meeting, would be much more convenient, but is very difficult to realise. 
The submission date is expected to be set on 31th of August. This would mean 
that the consortium would have to be arranged during summer holidays, 
therefore Peter asked to extend the date to 30th of September. (Albrecht 
forwarded the request to the central unit and hopes to get an answer next 
week.) 

Early in the process the partners will be asked to mandate the coordinator of 
the ESSnet. The process for submission of proposals for grants is new and goes 
technically via the Portal. The templates and guidelines will be available when 
the call is made, not earlier. 

 

4. SGA-2: Work packages 1 – 9    

State of the art: 

Review Board: The Review Board aims to review the deliverables by two 
members. The time frame of giving feedback to all the workpackage leaders is 
short and the work is harder when a topic is new for a Review Board member. 
There is much pressure because ordinary work has to be done as well. 

Peter remarks that the work to be done is indeed extra and is done on a 
voluntary basis without being reimbursed at all. The work done by the Review 
Board is highly appreciated, it has not only a very positive effect on the quality 
of each deliverable but also on the project as a whole. To the workpackage 
leaders: please keep in touch with the Review Board during the end phase of 
SGA-2 and coordinate as soon as possible if deliverable dates are changing. 
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Peter asks to put reports on the wiki before BDES 2018, even if these reports 
are a draft version. If so, please clearly indicate that the document is a draft 
version. In this way, attendees to the Sofia meeting can take notice of them. 

 
WP 1: 

Nigel has informed the coordinator by e-mail about the state of the art. 

The first SGA-2 deliverable: Strategy for ongoing engagement is complete and 
the final version has been published on the wiki. 

The second deliverable (the final SGA-2 technical report): This is still in progress 
and is on track to be sent to the Review Board at the end of next week. The 
workpackage has tried to take on board the suggestion of the Review Board to 
present the results in the form of a guide. There will be a main report/guide of 
about 30 pages and then as with previous (SGA-1) reports, a series of country 
annexes that will serve as case studies. The guide will then link to these 
annexes, the SGA-1 report or other material published on the wiki as needed. 
The good news is that there are drafts for all eight country reports. The bad 
news is that the annexes alone amount to 115 pages. A lot of work has been 
done but there is lot more to do to organise this material into something 
coherent. 

WP 2: 

The final report has been sent to the Review Board. It was a lot of work but WP 
2 is satisfied with the results. 

WP 3: 

By the end of the week the first draft will be ready and then sent to the Review 
Board. Sweden is now editing and will give feedback. Another report was 
already submitted but a few changes are necessary. This will be ready before 
the Sofia meeting.  

WP 4: 

The last deliverable will be sent to the Review Board next Thursday. 

WP 5: 

The methodology deliverable was already sent to the Review Board and their 
comments were already received (and acknowledged) and will be included in 
the final version of the document. 

The IT deliverable has been sent to the Review Board today. The draft version 
has also been uploaded in the wiki. Ongoing work on the draft quality report is 
intended to be ready by the end of April. The goal is still to present the results 
of the three deliverables in Sofia. 

WP 6: 

Work on all deliverables is ongoing, validating the content. One or two 
deliverables will not be ready on 26th of April but a few days later.   
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WP 7: 

Comments have been received from the Review Board and will be used when 
editing the reports. The final reports for each pilot will be ready by the first of 
May. 

WP 8: 

Comments have been received from the Review Board on the quality report. 
To make a summary is a bit of a challenge because of the details in the report. 
The draft methodology report is expected to be ready by the end of April. The 
replies to questionnaires are taken into account. 

WP 9: 

See point three above (BDES 2018). 

 

5. Any remaining issues and closing 

David: What is the time schedule on 16th of May because of the flights that 
have to be arranged? 

CG meeting:  09:00 AM – 12:15 PM (local time). 

ESS BD II meeting: 13:15 PM – 16:15 PM (local time). 

With the phrase: “Hope seeing you all in Sofia”, Peter closes the meeting. 

 

 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 54)  

Nr Who What When Status 

48 Piet Use template for the list (because it is a deliverable) asap  

54 Marc Send e-mail to presenters and discussant asap  

55 Peter Send e-mail to countries in preparation of the evaluation of SGA-2 asap  

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

     

 

Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2018-05-16 09:00 am 

12:15 pm 

See draft agenda Face to face meeting (27) 

Sofia (Bulgaria) 

2018-06-20 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Draft versions final report and resources spent By WebEx 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 


