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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Piet Daas (PL WP 8, Review Board)) √ 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1) √ Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) √ Lilli Japec (Chair of Review Board) √ 

Toomas Kirt (PL WP 3)  Anders Holmberg (Review Board)   

Anke Consten (PL WP 4)  √ Faiz Alsuhail (Review Board)  

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WP 6) √   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

    

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the 24th meeting of the Co-ordination Group of 
the ESSnet Big Data (CG). The meeting will not be attended by Toomas, Anders 
and Faiz. They have sent notifications.   

 

2. Points for information   

There are a few points for information: 

- The final report and financial figures of SGA-1 have been accepted by 
Eurostat and the final amount has been received. Partners will be informed 
about the exact amount of the final payment of their country and will be 
asked for an invoice.  

- The ESSC has a meeting this week and one of the topics is the business case 
of the next stage in ESS Big Data road map, which includes smart statistics. 
The exchange of views of the participants has already shown wide support 
for the business case. The idea is that the next call will be published by the 
end of April. 
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- Creating more clarity concerning smart statistics is the aim of the sprint 
held on 8th and 9th of March at Statistics Netherlands. Invited participants 
are the members of the ESS TF Big Data. Furthermore there will be two 
experts on the Internet of Things to link with official statistics. Statistic 
Netherlands provides two facilitators during these two days to moderate 
the process. At this stage already 11 participants have confirmed. The idea 
is that at the end of the sprint there is more clarity about what can be done 
in the next ESSnet concerning smart statistics, which will be used in the call 
in April. If work package leaders have any ideas, remarks, questions or 
other input to this topic, please feel free to contact Peter and Albrecht as 
soon as possible. 

 

3. Resources Spent    

No information was received from Germany, Denmark, Norway and Portugal. 

In about 30% of the countries, January is not included. Also some countries will 
divide the resources between the work packages in a later stage. Therefore it is 
difficult to analyse the figures. However, if redistribution is needed, this should 
be applied for, if possible, at an early stage. 

It seems that overall the total resources spent are still a bit behind schedule. 
Remarkable are the days spent by Poland. These are almost double as 
scheduled but the costs remain nevertheless within the budget. 

 
4. SGA-2: Work packages 1 – 9    

State of the art: 

WP 1: 

The face-to-face meeting on 20-22 March in Milan is being organised. It will be 
attended by all nine partners of WP 1. This will be an extended meeting with 
Cedefop.  

At the national (UK) level an internal one-day sprint is being organised. About 
20 participants from ONS and the Data Science Campus are expected. 

It is proposed that Vladimir Kvetan of Cedefop will get time at BDES 2018 for a 
short presentation. This will take 10 minutes maximum, to be linked to the WP 
1 session. Marc signals that this can be accommodated.  

WP 2: 

Methodological notes are being written on how the indicators obtained from 
webscraping can be compiled.  

Software is being shared and used by partners. This concerns in particular 
software produced by Istat (Italy) and GUS (Poland). 

Although the progress made by WP 2 is very satisfactory, the work is also very 
time consuming. Priority is given to vertical activities. One use case (a 
feasibility study on SDG reporting on websites) may not be feasible within SGA-
2. Monica will write a short message on this to Albrecht giving some 
explanation (or justification), in order to avoid misunderstanding on the 
expected output of the work package. 
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WP 3: 

Did not attend. 

WP 4: 

The research on satellite data was finished by the end of January and the 
report (deliverable) has been sent to the Review Board.  

A second internal face-to-face meeting is not needed. 

A proposal for distribution of the Denmark resources has been sent to 
Albrecht. 

Peter asks Lilli whether there are bottlenecks in the review process for this or 
any other work packages. Lilli answers that there are a lot of reports, some of 
which are even received earlier than planned. They will all get feedback in 
time.  

Peter reminds the work package leaders to let him and the Review Board know 
as soon as possible if there are any bottlenecks in the planning of the 
deliverables. 

WP 5: 

Last week already WP 5 informed Peter that they are a little bit behind 
schedule. The methodology deliverable will be ready on 15th of February and 
the IT deliverable on 1st of March. The deliverable on quality (with simulated 
data) will be ready on 1st of May. The delays seem to be manageable. The goal 
is to present the results of the three deliverables in Sofia. 

The information about methodology will be put on the wiki and the IT tool on 
the GitHub site so that other NSIs can take advantage of and experiment 
themselves with real or simulated data. 

The next face-to-face meeting will take place on March 20-21 in Madrid. 
Flowminder also attends this meeting. Albrecht intends to participate too and 
another new person at Eurostat also wants to attend. He is specialised in 
mobile phone data and is now writing a paper about working with such data. 
Albrecht will contact David bilaterally about his participation. The focus of the 
meeting in Madrid is on IT and methodology. 

David has a question about how to deal with licensing of software. Can 
Eurostat assist in this? Albrecht will ask within his bureau. 

WP 6: 

In the WebEx meeting in January all partners were informed about the work 
done so far and it was checked how the work is going forward by all partners. 

WP 6 has received a new dataset of traffic sensor data from the Ministry.  

Other countries such as Portugal are using software and models from Slovenia. 
Finland is progressing with machine learning.  

The group is busy with making drafts of the deliverables. Everything is on 
schedule. 
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WP 7: 

Information about source code of the pilot is put on the GitHub. This can be 
used by others as well. A pilot on Life Satisfaction is done by Portugal, yielding 
an accuracy of 90%. The next stage is to elaborate the results for the next 
milestone, due by 22 February. 

WP 7 is implementing and analysing various data (in particular satellite data) in 
an intra-domain context (agriculture and tourism). Tourist establishment in 
different regions are also monitored. A combined meeting with WP 6 will be 
held in April. 

WP 8: 

The IT deliverable has been sent to the Review Board. Piet is looking forward to 
the comments. Lilli will try to comment before the WP 8 meeting in Rome, 
which will be held on 15 and 16 February. Peter would like to receive the 
comments as well because the output of WP 8 has the potential to have a high 
user value, as it synthesises the results of the pilots. Lilli will keep Peter in copy 
for all deliverables. Albrecht underlines the importance of the deliverables of 
WP 8 for the next phase, including their use for designing production models. 

The deliverable about quality is on schedule. For the methodology deliverable 
there is no draft version yet. 

Piet thanks David who has a section (summary) in his deliverable especially 
about methodology, which makes the accessibility easier for the methodology 
deliverable of WP 8. Lilli remarks that it will help if all the other work packages 
do this as well. Piet will distribute this as an example to the other work 
packages. 

In March/April WP 8 will interview all work package leaders about IT used, 
quality matters and methodology. 

WP 9: 

The program for the BDES 2018 is almost final.  

The main developments are: 

- Diego Kuonen is the keynote speaker on the second day. 
- The speakers of the final panel have been chosen and confirmed. 
- There is room for a speaker from Cedefop. 
- There is no title for the speech of Mariana Kotzeva yet. 
- The practical organisation is on schedule. 

From the 202 invitees, just 16 people have applied up till now. The work 
package leaders are asked to apply themselves and fill in the application form, 
if this has not been done yet. They are also invited to distribute the 
information within the work packages. 

 
5. Any remaining issues and closing 

It is proposed to put experimental results on the agenda of the next CG 
meeting (7th of March). Please think about this topic, including how to 
distribute the results. This will also be one of the topics at the DIME meeting.  
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Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20161005.01 Project manager The Finnish institute will not be involved in SGA-2 

20160907.01 All The budget allocation and updated process for SGA-2 is agreed on 

20160615.01 All The CG agrees on the process for SGA-2 

20160613.01 All Participants agree with the template of the front page for the reports 

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by 
Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is 
responsible for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he will 
take part in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

20170913.01 All Marc will be kept informed about relevant events, for the event calendar on the wiki 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 54)  

Nr Who What When Status 

33 (Sofia) Marc Possibility of Github  

(see also these minutes) 

  

48 Piet Use template for the list (because it is a deliverable) asap  

52 All Names for the dissemination meeting in Sofia  ongoing 

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

46 Martin Ask provider solution for not working video at WebEx meetings 

(seems to be a problem with Martins device) 

 done 

51 Albrecht State of SGA-1 at Eurostat  done 

53 Martin New overview resources spent  done 

 

Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2018-03-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (25) 

2018-04-18 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (26) 

2018-05-16 time not 

fixed yet 

 Face to face meeting (27) 

Sofia (Bulgaria) 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 


