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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7)  

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Piet Daas (PL WP 8, Review Board)) √ 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1)  Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) √ Lilli Japec (Chair of Review Board)  

Toomas Kirt (PL WP 3)  Anders Holmberg (Review Board)  √ 

Anke Consten (PL WP 4)   Faiz Alsuhail (Review Board) √ 

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WP 6) √   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

Maiki Ilves WP 3 √   

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the 22nd meeting of the Co-ordination Group of 
the ESSnet Big Data (CG). The meeting will not be attended by Nigel, Toomas, 
Anke, Anna and Lilli. They all have sent notifications, and Nigel, Anke and Anna 
have briefed Peter. David joined the meeting later and Marc participated just 
for agenda point 2. Special welcome to Maiki Ilves who replaces Toomas.  

2. The Dissemination Meeting in Sofia, May 2018   

On the 8th of December a WebEx meeting was held about this topic between 
Marc, Galya, Albrecht, Peter and Martin.  

Summary of the meeting (more information is on the wiki): 

- The dates of the Sofia meeting are the 14th and 15th of May 2018 i.e. two 
full days. (On the 16th the final CG meeting will take place.) 

- The same venue as in February (Grand Hotel Balkan) is an option, but 
probably not for staying the night because of the increase of the overnight 
prices (€ 180,00 per night) at the hotel, as demand is high due to the 
Bulgarian EU presidency at that time. Galya will look for alternatives. 

- Proposed, draft programme: 
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o Opening session: 1 hour (Sergey Tsvetarsky, DG BNSI, and Dominik 

Rozkrut, DG GUS) 

o Work Package sessions: 
 Presentations WPs: 20 minutes. 
 Discussant (possibly from Review Board): 10 minutes. 
 Discussion with audience, questions, future topics: 30 

minutes. 
o Future session: 

 Address by Mariana Kotzeva: 30 minutes. 
 What next after ESSnet Big Data?: 15 minutes. 
 Discussion: 15 minutes. 

o Panel: 90 minutes. (Possibly with discussants of earlier session and 
data users) 

o There may be room for one more keynote speech.   

A good, catching name for the workshop has not been decided yet so proposals 
are welcome. There is room for a maximum of 100 people to attend. Please 
think about possible attendees. 

Peter remarks that the idea is to have short presentations for work packages. 
For the audience there are eight work packages to listen to and this was in the 
previous dissemination workshop somewhat much. The presentations should 
not aim at being comprehensive, but be brief and to-the-point, and show the 
relevance of the products for the users (statisticians and others). The 
presentations should evoke interest and invite taking a look at the actual 
deliverables . 

All members of the review board intend to attend the dissemination meeting 
and one of the reasons to give the role of discussant to Review Board members 
is the fact that they are completely aware of the content of all the deliverables. 

The reactions to this proposal vary. There is some support, but there are also 
CG members (in particular WP 2, WP 8) who consider the time for presentation 
too short. In some cases 30 minutes may be needed for the presentation.  

Faiz mentions that the presentation should be seen as an appetizer, a teaser 
for participants to go to the documents and find out the details, to get deeper 
into the deliverables and have a contact point. In any case, running out of time 
must be avoided. 

Everyone understands the dilemma. Maybe it is possible to include the 
discussant in the presentation so that 30 minutes will be sufficient for this part 
of the session.  

This needs not to be decided immediately. Marc will look at the programme 
again and also to the possibility to include the discussion in the presentation. 

According to Albrecht it is important to emphasize the most important 
message in the presentation. The speaker and the discussant can speak with 
each other beforehand to divide the time and it is also important that 
information is given to the attendees before the meeting. Reports must be on 
the wiki, and presenters may e-mail within their own network so that 
participants can prepare themselves and get to know specifics in advance.  
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3. Resources spent so far 

For this round, the information from six organisations has not been received 
yet. Looking at the average overview it seems that the spending of resources is 
behind, but some work packages are gaining speed. There are no signals that 
deliverables are at risk. 

Because of lack of staff Denmark will withdraw from WP 1 and WP 4 and there 
will be a proposal for dividing the resources. 

It is important for each work package to have a look at its own resources to see 
if significant underspending is expected. If not all resources are needed to 
realise the deliverables, enhancing or even adding deliverables may be an 
option. This would of course have to be agreed on with Eurostat, within the 
framework of the rules which apply.  

Spain and Italy will send the information this week and Martin will send a 
reminder to the other missing countries and send a new overview on the 21st 
of December at the latest. Action: Martin. 

4. SGA-2: Work packages 1 – 9    

State of the art: 

Review Board: 

The review planning is fine with one exception, the deadline of March 1st. If the 
Review  Board could get the drafts one week earlier, that would give the 
Review Board more flexibility. 

WP 1: 

WP 1 has almost finalised the agenda/format for the second face-to-face 
meeting in March 2018. This will actually consist of two separate but related 
meetings. The first is a validation workshop to review CEDEFOP's online job 
vacancy web scraping system that is due to be launched in spring 2018. This 
will involve WP 1 participants, CEDEFOP, academic staff from Milan university 
(CRISP), Eurostat, as well as other EC experts.  

This will be immediately followed by the ESSnet meeting itself which will focus 
on planning the delivery of the final report and preparing for the Dissemination 
Meeting in Sofia. 

It has been agreed that the amount of time needed requires three days instead 
of the budgeted two. With support from the co-ordinator, this is now being 
arranged with Eurostat. 

Denmark has formally withdrawn from WP 1 due to lack of staff to do the 
work. The budget allocation will be redistributed to the other partners of the 
work package. 

WP 2: 

Work is being done on four use cases (defined in SGA-1) and a new use case on 
economic activities (NACE codes).  

Developed software is shared with Poland. There will be a WebEx meeting 
about which methodology to use. Further knowledge and techniques are 
shared and being tested. 
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WP 3: 

A WebEx meeting was held last week about on-going work. 

Denmark only participates in WP 3 now. In the budget costs have been 
foreseen for one person for attending the face-to-face meeting in Rome in 
February, but the question is raised whether there is a possibility to cover the 
costs of two persons from Denmark. Two persons are working on the project in 
Denmark and it would be useful if both could attend the face-to-face meeting 
for getting and sharing experience of work with electricity data and discuss the 
topics related to Report 3.  

This will be answered outside the CG meeting. 

WP 4: 

The intention is to include the report about satellite data in deliverable 4.3 
about quality, thereby foregoing deliverable 4.7. Albrecht will contact Anke 
about this. The Review Board only has to review the satellite part added to the 
report. The submission date for review will be not later than the end of 
January. 

Denmark has formally withdrawn from WP 4 due to lack of staff to do the 
work. Anke is preparing a proposal to deal with this situation.  

WP 5:  

WP 5 has advanced in the adaptation of a hierarchical model to make 
inferences from aggregated mobile phone data to the whole target population. 

It is a first step to set up a framework to which can be added more complexity 
according to the results of analysis with real data. Now it is waiting for 
feedback to organize the next steps. The work does not only contain 
methodological elements but also some prototype functions to practice 
analyses. So WP 5 is moving forward both in the methodological and IT 
directions.  

Finally regarding the request of WP 8 about IT/data infrastructure, the 
members of WP 5 have to fill in the questionnaire with their own data. Apart 
from Romania, no reaction has been received yet.  

The next face-to-face meeting is in March in Madrid. Is it possible to use the 
same formula as in Luxembourg last September? Albrecht will contact David 
bilaterally about this.  

WP 6: 

There is progress on data preparations. Additional traffic sensor data is 
required for further process improvements. More traffic sensor data will be 
requested from the Ministry. The tool is shared with Poland and will be shared 
with Portugal for testing on their own data. 

The next internal WebEx meeting will be held in January. 

WP 7: 

During a WebEx meeting WP 7 established the schedule for testing and 
providing results to be used in the results table for experimental statistics. It 
includes life satisfaction indicators, crop types by region, etc. 
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In January the final draft for intra- and inter-domain combining is planned to 
be ready. At this moment WP 7 is preparing the final methodology and then 
the pilots will be conducted. 

WP 7 would like to emphasize the increasing value of the tourism domain. WP 
7 is testing additional sources to present the tourism not only on internal EU 
border crossing but also accommodation establishments by new dimensions 
(first pilots have been conducted already). It means that the tourism domain 
will have a wider spectrum of data views. 

WP 7 is publishing source code of the pilots on Github. Also ONS UK has 
published on Github the source code of the pilot on the WP 7 use case on Well-
Being by Public Opinion on Public Events (e.g., Brexit). It can also be treated as 
alternative data source for opinion polls (human research survey of public 
opinion from a particular sample). 

WP 8: 

The intermediate report and the literature review are on the wiki. The work 
package is well on track now. 

On Friday the 15th of December there is a WebEx meeting and on 15-16 
February the face-to-face meeting will be held in Rome. 

WP 9: 

See agenda point 2. 

5. Discussion of the possibility to hold a smart statistics sprint 

Next to Big Data implementation and new pilot projects, smart statistics is 
planned to be part of the new ESSnet starting around the end of 2018. The 
proposal for this ESSnet is planned to be ready in April 2018 and concerning 
smart statistics it might be helpful to know in what direction to go, to have 
definitions clarified, to specify the scope, etc.   

The idea is to organize a (physical) smart statistics sprint over two days with 
about 10 to 15 participants, coming from the ESS and Eurostat, and including 
some experts working in this area. 

The sprint should be held outside Luxembourg and it would also be convenient 
if there is a moderator to lead the sprint and guide the group(s). 

The CG members are all in favour for such an approach and like the idea to 
have a physical sprint. It will give more insight in smart statistics, the difficulties 
to cope with and the sprint will, hopefully, result in more concrete output for 
the proposal in April. 

The Hague may be an option for the location of the sprint. Peter will get back 
to Albrecht bilaterally. 

6. Any remaining issues and closing 

In 2018 there is a major statistical conference, Q2018, in Krakow, Poland. Anna 
and Peter have been in contact to see whether the ESSnet should get a place in 
the conference. Peter asks the CG members whether they intend to submit an 
abstract. The deadline to submit abstracts is the 15th of December. 



 
 

6 

For the work packages present, WP 5, 6 and 7 are planning to send an abstract 
and attend the event. Peter will send an abstract for a paper on big data 
strategies. Eurostat also intends to submit one or more abstracts, such as on 
big data ethics. There seems to be enough volume to put the ESSnet Big Data 
project on the agenda. Peter and Albrecht will follow up on this.  

Another issue is the fact that there was again no video during this meeting. 
Martin will once more contact support at Cisco. 

 
 
 

Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20161005.01 Project manager The Finnish institute will not be involved in SGA-2 

20160907.01 All The budget allocation and updated process for SGA-2 is agreed on 

20160615.01 All The CG agrees on the process for SGA-2 

20160613.01 All Participants agree with the template of the front page for the reports 

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by 
Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is 
responsible for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he will 
take part in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

20170913.01 All Marc will be kept informed about relevant events, for the event calendar on the wiki 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 53)  

Nr Who What When Status 

33 (Sofia) Marc Possibility of Github  

(see also these minutes) 

  

46 Martin Ask provider solution for not working video at WebEx meetings asap  

48 Piet Use template for the list (because it is a deliverable) asap  

51 Albrecht State of SGA-1 at Eurostat asap  

52 All Names for the dissemination meeting in Sofia 30-11  

53 Martin New overview resources spent 21-12  

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

47 Marc / Piet Literature overview WP 8: Word document or pdf? Add explanation on 

the wiki. 

asap  

50 Martin Reminder first payment SGA-2 asap  
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Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2018-01-10 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (23) 

2018-02-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (24) 

2018-03-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (25) 

2018-04-18 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (26) 

2018-05-16 time not 

fixed yet 

 Face to face meeting (27) 

Sofia (Bulgaria) 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 


