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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Piet Daas (PL WP 8, Review Board)) √ 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1) √ Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2)  Lilli Japec (Chair of Review Board) √ 

Toomas Kirt (PL WP 3) √ Anders Holmberg (Review Board)   

Anke Consten (PL WP 4)   Faiz Alsuhail (Review Board)  

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WP 6) √   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

Donato Summa WP 2 √   

 

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the 21st  meeting of the Co-ordination Group of 
the ESSnet Big Data (CG). The meeting will not be attended by Monica, Anke, 
Marc,  Anders and Faiz. They all have sent notifications, Anke and Marc have 
briefed Peter. Special welcome to Donato Summa who replaces Monica.  

The draft minutes of the Brussels meeting were sent for comment on the 14th 
of November to all participants. 

No information on resources spent has been collected for the current meeting, 
but this will be done for the next WebEx meeting in December.  

 
2. Planning of deliverables and the reviewing process towards the end of SGA-2  

The submission date of SGA-2 is 31st of May and it’s a strict date. In the 
Brussels meeting, all work package leaders were asked to provide the dates for 
sending the draft deliverables to the Review Board. Peter made an overview 
using the information received. Information for WP 3 and WP 5 are missing in 
the overview, but for WP 3 information was received this morning. For WP 3, 



 
 

2 

deliverable 3.5 will be sent to the Review Board at the beginning of March and 
deliverable 3.6 at the beginning of May. 

David, WP 5, mentions that deliverable 5.4 will be one month later than 
planned. It will now be sent to the Review Board together with deliverable 5.5 
at the end of January 2018. For deliverable 5 .6 this will be the first of May. 

Looking at the overview, including the information from WP 3 and WP 5, there 
could be a bottleneck at the beginning of March and the beginning of May. 

Lilli (and also Piet) finds the overview very helpful. She asks to send the draft 
versions as early as possible although this may be difficult to do. The 
deliverables will be looked at by at least two members of the Review Board. 
Lilli has to check with Faiz and Anders that this is feasible, but she thinks that 
the Review Board can handle the amount of deliverables within the planned 
time frame.  

The draft deliverables of WP 6 are all planned for February, while the end of 
SGA-2 is the end of May. Peter asks Tomaž if he would rather spread the 
deliverables in time. Tomaž will send revised dates to Peter. For WP 8 
deliverable 8.1 and 8.3 have review dates that are the same as the submission 
dates. It is agreed that for these two deliverables the submission dates will be 
one month later. 

Peter will make an update of the overview after this meeting and send it to the 
CG. 

  
3. The Dissemination Meeting in Sofia, May 2018 

Marc has sent some information about the dissemination meeting in Sofia to 
Peter. The link for the Sofia meeting is on the wiki and he will send a “save the 
date” email to all attendees of last year. He asked for additional names of 
potential participants for the mailing list. 

Marc asked Galya whether see can find a local speaker, provided this is really 
on-topic considering the program. For the program any suggestion form the CG 
is welcome. 

Anna suggests her Director-General as keynote speaker on the meeting. She 
has already checked his availability and willingness. Peter thanks Anna for this 
offer, which receives very positive reactions, but as Marc is responsible for the 
meeting, he has to be involved in this decision.  

Albrecht remarks that it would be good if there are also speakers from outside 
the statistics environment. He thinks of academics, partners, enterprises or 
stakeholders who have, maybe, a different or complementary point of view 
about big data. He has already one name in mind, but he will come back on 
this. 

It is too soon to make a decision now. The CG attendees are asked to come up 
with suggestions for names to attend the meeting or as (possibly keynote) 
speakers. Please send the names to Peter not later than 30th of November. 
Action: All. 
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4. SGA-2: Work packages 1 – 9    

State of the art: 

WP 1: 

In March an internal meeting will be held in Milan, in which Cedefob is 
involved. Validation will be discussed. Moving to Slack is being considered. 
Michail Skaliotis was at the ONS (including the Data Science Campus) and was 
given an update about the work done for this project. He was quite happy with 
what WP 1 is doing. 

WP 2: 

A WebEx meeting was held and the focus is on the work to be done for the 
next deliverable.   

WP 3: 

There will be a face-to-face meeting at the beginning of February in Rome. 
Work on the deliverables is on-going. 

WP 4: 

Everything is going as planned. 

WP 5: 

The work package is doing methodological imputation studies with simulated 
aggregate data, and later with real data. The idea is to have as soon as possible 
a working prototype which can be shared.  

WP 6: 

The work package is working on a prototype. Data is shared with Poland and 
Portugal for testing. 

WP 7: 

The WP has started to share the pilots with other WP 7 members. The goal is 
to have a unified framework to produce results on the population use case. 
Then the idea is to share the tested and verified pilots from tourism statistics, 
which includes flight movement, analysis of road traffic and tourism 
accommodation. It is especially a very promising and sustainable data source. 
The results from this use cases were presented during the last meeting in 
Brussels. Regarding to use case on hotel chains, WP 7 compares the data from 
web scraping with official data to check the quality of these results. In the 
coming days, WP 7 starts planning the face-to-face meeting with WP 6. 

WP 8: 

Each deliverable and each subject of the list has been assigned and the work 
has been planned. There are discussions about the content. Jacek (Poland) is 
working on the first example for general use. 

The information will be put on the wiki, also for comment. The content is wide 
and very involving. Peter remarks that it is not necessary to have answers to all 
questions. At this stage perfection should not be the aim, as long as real value 
is added by producing material that can be used  by NSIs and other 
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organisations. Early input (preliminary results) from other work packages 
would be appreciated. 

WP 9: 

An action point is the template for reports, but the current state is not known. 
Peter will ask Marc about it. [Note: It is ready and can be found here.] 

 
5. Planning of CG meetings in 2018 

The planning of CG meetings in 2018 is agreed upon with one adjustment. The 
CG meeting in April will be on the 18th instead of the 11th. 

 
6. Any remaining issues and closing 

Lilli, as member of the Scientific Committee, mentions that there will be a 
conference, organised by ESRA, about big data, to be held in October 2018  in 
Barcelona. It will result in a monograph. She encourages everyone to have a 
look at this very relevant conference. The closing date for abstracts is 28 
February 2018. More information at https://www.bigsurv18.org/about. (The link 
is already on the event calendar on the wiki.) 

Albrecht mentions three issues: 

First, the prolongation of the Sandbox is not sure because there seem to be too 
few participants to continue. This might be an issue for this project. Eurostat is 
in contact with ICHEC (Irish Centre for High-End Computing). Apart from 
Eurostat and the ESSnet, Slovenia and the Netherlands also consider a 
subscription for 2018.  

Second, concerning Github, exploration within Eurostat shows that there are 
two possibilities to set up an organisation for the ESSnet as a whole. One 
involves an account for which a fee has to be paid. Access on this account 
would then be restricted. The other possibility is an account without paying 
any fee, which would be public and so open for everyone. The Task Force Big 
Data is already using this. This would be comparable with the wiki. Another 
possibility is using Stash, but this is facilitated by the Commission.  

The CG considers that the ESSnet works with public money and produces for 
the public, so it stand to reason to go for the public account, at least initially. 
However, although sharing results in public (as an open source) is important, 
results may not always be reusable for others. 

Third, Albrecht gave a presentation at the GWG (Global Working Group) about 
the ESSnet activities, which was well received. The GWG meeting, which took 
place in Bogota, Colombia, was followed by a big data conference, which 
ended with the adoption of the so-called Bogota Declaration on a global 
platform for international collaboration.  

 

 

 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/File:Template_deliverable.docx
https://www.bigsurv18.org/about
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Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20161005.01 Project manager The Finnish institute will not be involved in SGA-2 

20160907.01 All The budget allocation and updated process for SGA-2 is agreed on 

20160615.01 All The CG agrees on the process for SGA-2 

20160613.01 All Participants agree with the template of the front page for the reports 

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by 
Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is 
responsible for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he will 
take part in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

20170913.01 All Marc will be kept informed about relevant events, for the event calendar on the wiki 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 52)  

Nr Who What When Status 

33 (Sofia) Marc Possibility of Github   

46 Martin Ask provider solution for not working video at WebEx meetings asap  

47 Marc / Piet Literature overview WP 8: Word document or pdf? Add explanation on 

the wiki. 

asap  

48 Piet Use template for the list (because it is a deliverable) asap  

50 Martin Reminder first payment SGA-2 asap  

51 Albrecht State of SGA-1 at Eurostat asap  

52 All Names for the dissemination meeting in Sofia 30-11  

 
 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

34 (Sofia) Marc Template for final report   

35 (Sofia) Marc Tutorial for drafting a final report    

49 WP leaders Send information on review dates to Peter   

 
 

Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2017-12-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (22) 

2018-01-10 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (23) 

2018-02-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (24) 
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Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2018-03-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (25) 

2018-04-18 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting (26) 

2018-05-16 09:00 – 

13:00 hr 

 Face to face meeting 

Sofia (Bulgaria) 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 


