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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 

Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) v Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9) √ 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1) v Lilli Japec (Chair of Review board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) √ Piet Daas (Review board) v 

Maiki Ilves (PL WP 3) v Anders Holmberg (Review board)   

Anke Consten (PL WP 4) v Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

David Salgado (PL WP 5) v Antonio Virgillito (Sandbox)   

Boro Nikic (PL WP 6) v   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

    

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the meeting of the Co-ordination Group of the 
ESSnet Big Data (CG).  

Antonio can’t attend, he offers to write a paragraph about the Sandbox for the 
intermediate report. 

Also Lilli and Anders can’t attend. On behalf of Lilli Peter reminds every WP 
leader to send information when they are planning to send the drafts and 
when they aspect feedback from the Review board. So far only one WP leader 
has responded. 

The minutes of the CG meeting in Brussels are somewhat delayed but will 
come as soon as possible. 

 
2. Communication and dissemination 

a: Dissemination and co-ordination meeting in Sofia, 22-24 February 2017 

Concerning the Dissemination Workshop, Marc and Galya are in contact on a 
daily basis by e-mail. Summary update: 

- first invitation, with deadline 23rd of December. 
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- second invitation was sent out 7th of January. 
- registrations have been confirmed (41 so far and growing). 
- three co-ordination group participants have not registered yet (please do!). 
- at least 50 attendants are expected (and in addition several Bulgarian 

participants). 
- information on the website is more complete.  

 Next steps in the process are: 

- provide suggestions for keynote speakers on 23rd of February; 
- provide suggestions for participants in the panel; 
- a short description on the website is needed for each WP; 
- the programme (agenda) will give more detail. 

There was some discussion about the keynote speakers and panel: how many 
are needed, with what background, what authority, from the European 
Commission, DGs from NSIs, Academia, etc.? 

Mariana Kotzeva will attend and will say something at the start of the 
Dissemination Workshop. Other keynote speakers will be asked if they are 
willing to attend and give a keynote. The participants suggested to invite the 
DG of Statistics Netherlands as a keynote speaker. The head of the Data 
Science Campus (UK) was also suggested. Further suggestions are also 
welcome.  

The meeting is in six weeks, so a short list of names for the panel must be sent 
to Marc by the end of this week (13 January), otherwise it may not be feasible 
for them to attend. Each WP leader will ask within his or her own organisation 
or network if a suitable person is able to take place in the panel. 

b: Wiki and CROS Portal 

The wiki and CROS Portal should be functioning now. There will be a link on the 
wiki to the CROS Portal. 

The restricted area is almost up and running, but authorization must be 
arranged. 

Marc will send the links to the participants. 

 
3. Co-ordination issues 

a: resources spent 

Most information has been received (no information has been received from 
Estonia yet). Just like last round, in general the total resources spent (in days 
and euros) are ahead of the average budget so far.   

So far the travel costs used are less than scheduled. Almost every budgeted 
meeting has been held (only one internal meeting for WP 2 and the Sofia 
meetings are still to be held). The other costs are much less than calculated.  

b: Preparation of the intermediate report 

In the last CG meeting (14th Dec) the intermediate report was discussed in 
terms of what the report must contain. There is no formal template for 
intermediate reports. Therefore Peter has made a template for reasons of 
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standardisation and efficiency. The question is whether this works and, 
especially for Eurostat, whether it covers the needs. 

Using the template, so far information has been received from WP 1, 5, 6 and 
9. WP 2 and WP 7 asked for delay (till the 16th and the 13th, respectively). Maiki 
(WP 3) commits to delivering by the 12th and Anke (WP 4) by the 16th.  

Albrecht has read the draft version of WP 1 and he finds 10 pages much too 
long. He prefers the content sections, which detail the output, to be put in an 
annex.  

Information about the results must be concise anyway. A comparison of results 
with what had been planned is also needed. Important is also (short) 
information about the process. What are the difficulties you’ve met during the 
process and how did you solve them? Where can we use the information for?  
Albrecht will give some suggestions in reaction to the draft by the end of the 
week. 

It is agreed that communication and dissemination will get a chapter early in 
the intermediate report, rather than being listed as the last WP (as was done in 
the text of SGA-1). 

Peter remarks that, in principle, it isn’t wrong to copy and paste from summary 
sections of the deliverables. This can also be used for the Sofia meeting. 

Peter will try to send the draft version of the intermediate report for 
comments by the 20th of January.  

 
4. Work packages 1 – 8    

State of the art: 

WP 1 (SGA-1): 

Comments have been received from the review board; the deliverable will be 
finished soon. As agreed in Brussels, Albrecht is also asked to provide 
comments.  

Further, the WP has of course been busy with finalizing its part for the 
intermediate report and preparations for the Sofia meeting.  

At the beginning of February there will be a virtual sprint, aimed at developing 
a quality framework for job vacancies (with suggestions from Piet). 

WP 2 (SGA-1): 

Comments have been received from Eurostat on the legal issues report which 
will be taken into account (some editing and request). The idea is to have a 
webscraping protocol and to apply architectural principles. On the 12th of 
January there is a WebEx meeting and after the meeting the information for 
the intermediate report will be finalized.  Preparations for Sofia are still going 
on.  

WP 3 (SGA-1): 

Analyses are being done with data and synthetic data (households and 
businesses). Some preliminary results can be presented in Sofia. There are 
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several linking issues (double addresses). These may affect the usability of the 
results.  

WP 4 (SGA-1): 

The first version of the deliverable has been sent to the Review board. As 
agreed in Brussels, Albrecht is also asked to provide comments too. The WP is 
now finalizing its contribution to the intermediate report and preparing for the 
Sofia meeting. 

Question to Albrecht, is there any news from EMSA? Answer: no news, he will 
contact a colleague. 

WP 5 (SGA-2): 

For WP 5, SGA-2 has now started. SGA-1 will be finished this month (as has 
been agreed on with Peter), in time for the Dissemination Workshop. 
Preparations for the Sofia meeting have been started. 

Concerning SGA-2, preliminary work has started by thinking about the first 
steps of data processing (already in a December WebEx meeting). 

WP 6 (SGA-1): 

A draft contribution to the intermediate report has been sent to Peter. Draft 
reports for deliverables must be ready by the end of January. The outcomes 
are relevant to pilots starting in SGA-2 and can be turned over to other WPs to 
work with as well. 

And of course the WP is also preparing its presentation(s) for the Sofia 
meeting. 

WP 7 (SGA-1): 

The WP is well on track. The WP will finalize the deliverable within two weeks  
(draft version is prepared with the partners now). First conclusions are drawn 
in each domain and there are also ideas about combining data.  

The first results will be presented in Sofia. 

WP 8 (SGA-2): 

WP 8 has started. The first WebEx meeting was held yesterday with the 
partners. A list of topics has been set up. The project leaders will be contacted 
about the methodology used, maybe using a small questionnaire.   

The big methodology workshop is in the last week of March. The location has 
not been chosen yet. 

Albrecht asks if it is possible for some colleagues to participate for discussion. 
This is not a problem.  

 

5. Any remaining issues and closing 

Peter has a question to Albrecht. Within this ESSnet certain legal issues are 
addressed and reported on. There is also a contract between Eurostat and 
Sogetti about legal issues and Sogetti (or a subcontractor) is also approaching 
NSIs with questions about legal issues. Is there any overlap with the ESSnet, 
and is more tuning needed? 
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Albrecht explains that Sogetti explores legal issues in four areas; mobile phone 
data, smart meters, web scraping data and price data. The main question is: 
What are the legal settings for access and use of such big data within Europe? 

The contract comprises setting up a questionnaire. For doing this, there is a 
network on the national level, statistical offices are being consulted as input 
for the questionnaire. It is the intention that the results of the questionnaire 
can be used by European countries, also by making comparisons about legal 
issues concerning the use of big data. 

So on this level there might not be any practical overlap. 

 

 

 

 

 

Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20161005.01 Project manager The Finnish institute will not be involved in SGA-2 

20160907.01 All The budget allocation and updated process for SGA-2 is agreed on 

20160615.01 All The CG agrees on the process for SGA-2 

20160613.01 All Participants agree with the template of the front page for the reports 

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by 
Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is 
responsible for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he will 
take part in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 31)  

Nr Who What When Status 

24 Marc A template for the items in the deliverable reports asap running 

31 Marc List of possible participants from Bulgaria to the dissemination meeting asap  

 

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 
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Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2017-02-15 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Dissemination meeting Sofia: last issues. WebEx meeting 

2017-02-22 09:00 – 

15:00 hr 

 Face to face meeting 

Sofia (Bulgaria) 

2017-03-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2017-04-12 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2017-05-17 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2017-06-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2017-07-12 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2017-09-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2017-10-xx 

2017-10-xx 

to be 

decided 

 Face to face meeting 

Brussels (Belgium) 

2017-11-15 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2017-12-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 

 


